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IX.  Miscellaneous ;  x.  A  Topographical  Glossary  of  names  in  the  parish 

—Additions  and  Corrections. 
Historic  Spots.    No.  1.  Bwlch-y-Pawl.    By  Thomas  Newill. 
Miscellanea  Historica,  or  Public  Officers  of  Montgomeryshire.    By  the 

Rev.  W.  V.  Lloyd,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S.  {coniinued  from  p.  162),  from  21 

Elizabeth  to  81  EUzabeth. 
Sheriffs  of  Montgomeryshire  {continued  from  vol.  ii,  p.  432).     Edited  by 

the  Rev.  W.  V.  Lloyd  and  Edward  Hamer.    1554-5.  Richard  Powell ; 

1556.  Henry  Acton;  1557.  Edward  Herbert;  1558.  Lewis  Jones;  1559. 

John  Herbert;    1560.   l^omas  Williams;    1561.   Randolph   Hanmer; 

1562.    John  Price  of  Eglwysegle;    1563.    Andrew  Vavasour;    lf)64. 

George  Beynon;  1565.  Rees  ap  Morris  ap  Owen — Appendix;  1566.  John 

Price;   1567.  Richard  Salwey — Appendix— "Trum wins,"  ''Musarda," 

and  "  Washboms." 
The  Early  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Montgomery.     By  the  Rev.  E.  L. 

Barnwell,  M.A.  : — Coins,  Penannular  Rings,  Gold  Torque,  Sepulchral 

Urns,  Ancient  Mining  Tools,  Spearheads,  Celts,  Powis  Castle  Lnple- 

ments,  Unknown  Bronze  articles,  Bronze  Boar. 

LIST  OF   PLATES. 

Gold  Torque  (presented  by  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  Bart.)    Frontispiece  to 

vol.  iii. 
Tomen-yr-Allt. 
Uanfyllin  Token. 
Llanfyllin  Church. 
Llanfyllin  Church  (ground  plan). 
Darowen,  New  and  Old  Churches. 
Rood-screen  at  Newtown  (photo-lithograph). 
Y  Cloch  faen  (stone  bell),  Llangnrig. 

Fac-simile  of  Inscription  on  Eliseg's  pUlar,  from  E.  Llwyd's  Arch.  Brit. 
Bwlch-y-Pawl. 

Penannular  Rings  (Llanrhaiadr). 
Cinerary  Urn  (Aberbechan). 
Roman  Mining  Tools  (Llanymynech). 
Bronze  Spearhead  (Trefeglwys). 
Bronze  Spearhead  (Llanymynech). 
Bronze  Celt  (Llanwnog). 
Bronze  Powis  Castle  Implements,  two  plates,  lent  by  the  Earl  of  Powis 

(Guilsfield). 
Bronze,  unknown  article  (Llanymynech). 
Bronze  Boar  (Gaer  Vawr,  Guilsfield). 
Fifteen  Heraldic  Shields. 
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Proposal  for  a  Society  or  Oliih,  to  he  called  the  '^  Powys-land 
Cluh,"  for  the  Collecting  and  Printing y  for  the  use  of  its  Mem- 
,beri,  of  the  Historical,  Ecclesiastical,  Genealogical j  Topographical, 
and  Literary  Remains  of  Montgomeryshire. 


It  has  occurred  to  more  than  one  gentleman  connected  with 
Montgomeryshire,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  begin  an  his- 
torical and  archaeological  collection  for  that  county. 

The  county  is  rich  in  the  remains  of  former  ages,  comprising, 
as  it  does,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  ancient  principality  of  Upper 
Powys  and  other  scenes  of  historic  interest,  and  yet  having 
hitherto  formed  a  portion  of  Wales  which  has  not  received  its 
due  proportion  of  archaeological  illustration. 

A  county  history  is  the  great  desideratum  ;  but  considering 
the  varied  qualifications  required  to  meet  in  one  person,  to 
enable- him  to  write  a  good  county  history,  who  is  equal  to  such 
a  herculean  task  ? 

It  is  seldom  that  in  one  mind  can  be  found  "  the  profundity 
of  knowledge,  the  patient  and  laborious  research,  the  skill  in 
generalisation,  the  talent  for  detail,  the  aptitude  for  so  many 
and  so  varied  investigations,  the  taste,  energy,  and  self-sacri- 
ficing zeal  which  can  carry  such  labour  to  a  successful  termi- 
nation." The  late  Walter  Davies  was  the  only  man  that  could 
be  named  who  would  have  been  equal  to  the  undertaking. 

In  the  absence,  however,  of  a  county  history,  an  historical 
and  archaeological  collection  for  this  county,  specifically,  would 
be  both  valuable  and  interesting. 

It  would  be,  in  fact,  to  carry  out,  but  in  more  detail  with 
reference  to  Montgomeryshire,  the  idea  which  was  broached 
with  respect  to  all  the  counties  of  Wales,  in  the  first  number 
of  the  Archceologia  Gambrensis,  in  the  article — "  On  the  Study 
and  Preservation  of  National  Antiquities." 

Following  the  model  of  other  societies,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  collection  should  include — 

1.  A  Monasticon,  or  a  record  of  all  monastic  remains,  whether 
buildings,  tombs,  inscriptions,  utensils,  seals,  etc.  [This  is  already 
in  progress,  but  from  the  few  religious  houses  in  the  county  will  not 
be  extensive.] 

2.  An  Scclesiasticon,  or  a  similar  record  of  all  that  relates  to 
parochial  churches  and  chapels,  whether  of  the  established  church  or 
of  any  description,  etc.,  and  of  all  objects,  such  as  tombs,  crosses,  etc., 
connected  with  them. 
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3.  A  Castellariitmy  a  similar  record  of  castellated  remains. 

4.  A  Afansionarium^  a  similar  collection  relating  to  all  ancient 
manor-houses,  mansions,  and  houses  of  a  certain  degree  of  import- 
ance, and  to  their  connected  remains. 

5.  A  VUlare  and  Farockiale,  applying  to  all  buildings  and  remains 
of  towns,  villages,  parishes,  etc.,  including  all  public  civil  buildings, 
etc. 

6.  A  ChartvlariuMy  including  as  complete  an  account  as  practic- 
able of  all  ancient  documents  referring  to  the  five  preceding  classes. 
The  manorial  history  of  the  county  may  be  illustrated,  and  the  public 
record  office  and  the  muniment  rooms  of  the  magnates  of  the  county 
would  form  an  almost  inexhaustible  source  of  information  under  this 
division.  It  would  be  proposed  to  print  the  original  documents  in 
extenso  where  thought  of  sufficient  interest. 

7.  An  Obituarium,  containing  notices  of  pedigrees  of  ancient  families, 
notices  of  celebrated  characters,  and  collections  of  all  that  relates  to 
the  public  and  private  life  of  all  classes  who  are  or  have  been  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district. 

8.  An  Ordinary  o/Arms^  containing  authentic  copies  of  all  existing 
remains  of  mediaeval  heraldry. — Drawings  and  copies  of  inscriptions, 
etc.,  on  Church  windows,  monuments,  etc. 

9.  The  collecting  and  printing  of  MS.  collections  connected  with 
the  district,  or  throwing  any  light  on  any  of  the  families  of  the 
county. 

10.  An  Iti7ierarium,  Notices,  plans,  and  surveys  of  all  British, 
Roman  and  other  ancient  roads  or  ways,  etc. 

11.  Traditions,  customs,  folk-lore,  ballads,  etc. 

Various  topographical  and  genealogical  articles  have  ap- 
peared in  publications  that  are  rare  and  difficult  of  access,  and 
it  would  be  proposed  to  reprint  such  of  these  articles  as  may 
be  thought  of  sufficient  interest  and  value,  with  such  additions 
as  may  be  procurable ;  for  instance  : — The  topographical  ac- 
counts of  the  parishes  of  Meifod  and  Llanwnog,  which  appeared 
in  the  Cambnan  Quarterly  Review,  and  the  accounts  of  Garth- 
beibio  Llangadfan  and  Llanerfyl  and  of  Llanymynech  that  ap- 
peared upwards  of  seventy  years  ago  in  the  Cambrian  Register, 
and  such  like.  They  would  form  models  for  topographical 
accounts  of  other  parishes. 

And  it  is  wished  to  reprint  several  of  the  articles  bearing 
upon  Montgomeryshire,  which  have  already  appeared  in  the 
Archoiolocjia  Cambrensis. 

It  is  proposed  to  print  the  articles  in  parts,  as  they  are 
available,  and  not  necessarily  in  any  particular  classified  order  ; 
but  when  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  volume  is  collected,  to 
make  the  information  easily  accessible  by  means  of  copious 
ImJlces. 
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XI 


It  is  also  proposed  to  make  such  arrangements  with  the 
Cambrian  Archaeological  Association  as  may  be  found  mutually 
desirable  and  practicable.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  promoters  of 
this  scheme  to  form  the  closest  connection  with  that  well-tried 
and  excellent  institution.  The  scheme  may  appear  extensive, 
but  it  will  be  carried  out  only  so  far  as  materials  offer  and 
opportunity  occurs. 

This  preliminary  proposal  was  circulated  in  the  first  instance 
in  influential  quarters,  with  the  view  of  testing  how  far  the 
scheme  met  with  approval,  and  was  likely  to  be  supported. 

The  collection  of  two  or  three  facts — in  themselves,  and, 
while  separate,  comparatively  unimportant — will  often  be  found 
to  throw  light  on  each  other,  and  will  not  unfrequently  lead  to 
the  clearing  up  of  doubtful  points,  or  the  discovery  of  error. 
In  this  light  all  may  assist  in  the  work  proposed. 

^'  If  a  collection  could  be  made/'  said  the  late  Dr.  Stanley, 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  "  of  all  the  isolated  and  floating  facts  con- 
nected with  the  various  branches  of  topographical  knowledge, 
it  is  obvious  that  thus  an  invaluable  body  of  information  and 
ample  store  of  materials  might  be  amassed,  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  traveller,  the  antiquarian,  the  man  of  science, 
and  the  naturalist.^'  The  custodian  of  dmost  every  parochial 
register  may  find  in  it  much  that  is  novel  and  valuable.  Any 
accurate  observer  who  will  transcribe  all  the  monumental  in- 
scriptions in  any  church,  chapel,  or  burial-place,  would  render 
valuable  service. 

If  it  meet  with  support,  it  is  intended  to  organise  and  carry 
it  on  with  the  honorary  assistance  of  such  as  consent  to  associate 
themselves  for  the  purpose ;  the  necessary  funds  for  printing 
and  illustrating,  transcribing  public  records,  etc.,  being  pro- 
vided by  the  subscription  of  the  members.  But  it  is  by  no 
means  wished  to  restrict  the  Association  to  pecuniary  sub- 
scribers only.  Contributors  of  archseological  information  of  all 
the  descriptions  before  indicated  would  be  welcomed  as  mem- 
bers with  as  much  warmth  as  pecuniary  subscribers. 

MORRIS  C.  JONES,         ) 

20,  Abercromby  Square,  Liverpool.  f    Hon,  Sees. 

T.  0.  MORGAN,  (     pro  tern. 

Aberystwith.  J 
Ut  March,  ]S67. 

The  Club  was  constituted  on  the  1st  October,  1867;  when  Part 
I  was  issued  to  the  members,  and  the  following  Rules  adopted: — 
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RULES. 

I.  The  Club  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  members. 

II.  The  Council  shall  consist  of  the  following  persons,  in  whom 
the  management  of  the  Club  shall  be  vested,  that  is  to  say,  the 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  the  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  and  twelve 
other  members. 

III.  That  the  following  gentlemen  shall  constitute  the  first  dlficers 
and  Council  of  the  Club : — 

Pr««id«7i<— The  Earl  of  Powis. 

Vice-Presidents — The  Lord  Sudelet;  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  ; 

Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wtnn,  Bart. 

Council — 


Bev.  £.  L.  Barnwell,  M.A., 

Melksham,  WUts. 
Edmund  Buck  let,  Esq.,  M.P., 

Plas  Dinas. 
J.  Prtce  Drew,  Esq.,  M.A , 

Milford,  Newtown. 
Bev.  John  Edwards,  M.A., 

Rectory,  Newtown. 
Ven.  Archdeacon  Ffoulkes,  M.A., 

Bectory,  Llandyssil. 
Abraham  Howell,  Esq., 

Bhiewport,  Welshpool. 


David  Howell,  Esq., 

Dolguog,  Machynlleth. 
Bev.  D.  Phillips  Lewis,  M.A , 

Vicarage,  Guilafield. 
Hon.  Ghas.  Hanburt  Tract,  M.P., 

Gregynog,  Newtown. 
Prtce  Bucklet  Willi ames,  Esq., 

Pennant,  Welshpool. 
Bev.  BoBERT  Williams,  M.A., 

Bectory,  Llanfyllin. 
C.  W.  Williams  Wtnn,  Esq.,  M.P., 

Coed  y  Maen,  Welshpool. 


Hon,  Treasurer— Thok AS  Bowen,  Esq.  (Messrs.  Beck  and  Co.),  WelshpooL 

Hon,  Secretaries — Morris  C.  Jones,  Esq.,  20,  Abercromby  Square,  Liverpool 

(and  Gongrog,  Welshpool) ;  T.  O.  Morgan,  Esq.,  Aberystwith 

(and  Lincoln's  Inn). 

IV.  A  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  shall  be  held  annually,  on 
the  Ist  day  of  the  month  of  October,  or  on  a  day  soon  after,  and  at 
such  place  as  the  Council  shall  appoint.  And  the  President,  or  in  his 
absence  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall  have  power  to  call  Extraor- 
dinary General  Meetings,  on  giving,  through  the  Secretaries,  a  fort- 
night's notice  to  the  members. 

V.  The  Council  shall  be  elected  at  a  General  Meeting ;  to  continue 
in  office  for  three  yeai's,  and  be  capable  of  re-election. 

VI.  The  names  of  the  Members  proposed  to  be  elected  into  the 
Council  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  proposers  to  the  Secretaries  one 
fortnight  before  the  General  Meetings ;  and  notice  of  the  persons 
so  proposed  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretaries  to  all  the  Members. 

VII.  At  the  General  Meetings  votes  for  the  election  of  the  Coimcil 
may  be  given  cither  personally,  or  h^  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
taries ;  but  no  Member  shall  he  entitled  to  vote  at  a  General  Meeting 
whose  subscription  is  in  arrear. 

VIII.  Any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  the  Council,  or  in  the  offices 
of  Secretaries  or  Treasurer  shall  be  provisionally  filled  up  by  the 
Council. 

IX.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  assented  or  do  assent  to  these  rules, 
and  have  signified  their  wish  to  become  Members,  shall  be  deemed 
oritj^inal  Members  of  the  Society. 

X.  Subsequent  Members  may  be  elected  by  ballot  at  any  one  of 
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the  General  Meetings,  according  to  priority  of  application,  upon  being 
proposed  in  writing  by  two  existing  Members.  One  black  ball  in  five 
shall  exclude. 

XI.  The  subscription  of  each  Member  shall  be  paid  in  advance  to 
the  Treasurer,  and  shall  be  as  follows,  viz.  :  Any  Member  of  the 
Cambrian  Archseological  Association  who  shall  become  an  original 
Member  of  the  Club  shall  pay  the  annual  sum  of  half-a-guinea ;  any 
other  Member  of  the  Club  shall  pay  the  annual  sum  of  one  guinea. 
If  any  Member's  subscription  shall  be  in  arrear  for  two  years,  and  he  shall 
neglect  to  pay  his  subscription  after  being  reminded  by  the  Treasurer, 
he  shall  be  regarded  as  having  ceased  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Club. 

XII.  The  Council  may  elect  as  an  Honorary  Member  any  gentle- 
man contributing  papers  or  information  such  as  shall,  in  their  judg- 
ment, be  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  Club. 

XIII.  The  objects  of  the  Club  shall  be  carried  out  with  the  hono- 
rary assistance  of  the  Members,  and  the  funds  of  the  Club  shall  be 
disbursed  in  printing  and  illustrating  such  information  as  shall  be 
contributed  by  the  Members,  searching  for  and  transcribing  public 
records,  etc.,  and  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Club. 

XIV.  The  Members  are  earnestly  invited  to  contribute  articles  and 
information ;  and  contributors  of  papers  shall  be  entitled  to  twelve 
copies  of  such  articles. 

XV.  Every  Member  not  in  arrear  of  his  annual  subscription  will 
be  entitled  to  one  copy  of  every  publication  of  the  Club,  to  be  de- 
livered as  soon  as  it  shall  be  completed. 

XVI.  The  Council  shall  determine  what  numbers  of  each  publica- 
tion shall  be  printed,  and  the  copies  over  and  above  those  required 
for  the  Members  shall  be  sold  to  the  public  at  such  time  and  price  as 
may  be  fixed  by  the  Council,  and  the  proceeds  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  the  Club. 

XVII.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  these  Laws  except  at  an 
Anniversary  Meeting ;  one  month's  notice  of  any  proposed  alteration 
to  be  communicated,  in  writing,  to  the  Secretaries. 


At  the  second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Club,  held  on  the  11th 
October,  1869,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  in  accordance  with  Rule 
XVII,  the  following  alterations  in  the  Laws  were  made : — 

"  That  the  Club  shall  be  extended  and  shall  consist  of  not  more 
than  200  Members;  all  additional  Members  shall  pay  the  annual 
subscription  of  one  guinea." 

"  That  the  Secretaries  shall  be  at  liberty  to  admit  Members  up  to 
that  enlarged  limit ;  the  applicants  for  membership  who  are  willing 
to  pay  the  back  subscriptions  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  back  Parts 
of  the  publications  of  the  Club,  to  have  the  preference." 

"  That  the  Secretaries  shall  also  be  at  liberty  to  admit  new  Mem- 
bers to  supply  vacancies  caused  by  death  or  resignation  or  non-payment 
of  subscriptions." 

"  That  the  following  words  be  added  to  Rule  XII :  *  or  may  present 
him  with  a  copy  of  all  or  any  of  the  publications  of  the  Club.'" 
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LIST   OF   THE   MEMBERS 

OF    THS 

POWYS-LAND    CLUB, 

September  30,  1871. 


ThoM  marked  *  have  contributed  papers  to  the  "  Montgomeryshire  CoUecHone." 

Those  marked  f  are  Donors  to  the  PowyS'land  Musewn, 

Those  marked  X  have  exhibited  articles  of  interest  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Adams,  George  E.,  Esq.,  M.iuOxoxL,  F.S.A.,  Lancaster  Herald^  Ci>l- 

lege  of  Arms,  London 
Anderson,  J.  Corbet,  Esq.,  Croydon,  Surrey 
Appleton,  John  Reed,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  Western  Hill,  Durham 
Atkinson,  Tindal,  Esq.,  Serjeant  at-law,  Dolforgan  Hall,  Newtown 

Babington,  Charles  C,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  etc.,  6  Trumpington  Road, 

Cambridge 
♦Barnwell,  Rev.  E.  L.,  M.A.,  Melksham,  Wilts 
Beattie,  John,  Esq.,  East  Molesley  Lodge,  Surrey,  and  Union  Bank, 

95,  Chancery  Lane,  London 
JBennett,  Nicholas,  Esq.,  Glanrafon,  Caersws 
Bowen,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Old  Bank,  Welshpool  {Treasurer) 
Brewster,  Rev.  Waldegrave,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Middleton,  Lancashire 
•Bridgeman,  Hon.  and  Rev.  G.  T.  0.,  M.A.,  The  Hall,  Wigan 
Bridgeman,  Hon.  and  Rev.  J.  R.O.,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Weston-under- 

Lysiard,  Shiffnal 
Buckley,  Sir  Edmimd,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Plas  Dinas,  Binas  Mawddwy 

Cholmondeley,  Rev.  Charles,  Salters'  Hall,  Newport 
Corbett,  Major  William,  Vaynor  Park,  Berriew 

Davies,  Miss,  Penmaen  Dovey,  Machynlleth 
Davies,  Rev.  David,  M.A.,  Rectoiy,  Castle  Caerinion,  Welshpool 
Davies,  Henry,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk,  Oswestry 
Davies,  Rev.  John,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Walsoken,  Wisbeach 
t  JDavies,  John  Piyce,  Esq.,  Fronfelin,  Newtown 
Drew,  J.  Pryce,  Esq.,  Milford  House,  Newtown 
Dugdale,  John,  Esq.,  Llwyn,  Llanfyllin 

Edwards,  Rev.  John,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Newtown  {deceased) 
♦Evans,  Rev.  D.  Silvan,  B.I).,  Rectory,  Llan-y-mawddwy 
Evans,  David  Williams,  Esq.,  Clifton,  Nottingham,  and  Glascoed, 
Llansantffraid 
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JEvans,  Rev.  Edward,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Llaufihaiigcl  yng  Ngliwnfa, 
LlanfyUin 
Evans,  Edward,  Esq.,  Thomeloe  House,  Worcester  (deceased) 
Evaus,   Edward,   Esq.,  Bronwylfa,  near  Rhuabon,  and  Rosebank, 

Rockferry,  Cheshire 
Evans,  Edward  Bickerton,  Esq.,  Whitbourne  Hall,  Worcester 
Evans,  John  Hilditch,  Esq.,  Brynissa,  near  Pershore,  Worcestershire 
Evans,  Joseph,  Esq.,  Haydock  Grange,  Newton-le- Willows 
Eyre,  Rev.  W.,  St.  Beuuo*s  College,  St.  Asaph 

Fardo,  Geoi^e,  Esq.,  Assist.  Comptroller,  Post  Office,  Liverpool 
Ffoulkes,  Ven.  Archdeacon,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Llandyssil,  Montgomery 
Ffoulkes,  W.  Wynne,  Esq.,  Stanley  Place,  Chester 
•fFisher,  William,  Esq.,  Maesfron,  Welshpool 

Gilbertson,  David  Pritchard,  Esq.,  Ceuiarth,  Machynlleth 
tJGillart,  Richard,  Esq.,  Uynlloedd,  Machynlleth 
Griffith,  Thomas  Taylor,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Wrexham 

•  tHamer,  Edward,  Esq.,  Abersychan,  Pontypool 
Harrison,  John  Pryce,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Welshpool 
Harrison,  Robert  Devereux,  Esq.,  Froullwyd,  Welshpool 

JHarrison,  Rev.  Robert  John,  M.A.,  Caerhowel,  Montgomery 
Hayman,  Rev.  Samuel,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Doneraile,  Ireland 
Herbert,  Colonel,  Upper  Helmsley  Hall,  Yorkshire 
Heyward,  Major  John  Heyward,  Crosswood,  Guilsfield 

•  tHill,  Rev.  J.  E.,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Welshpool 
Hilton,  Edwin,  Esq.,  Glynhirieth,  Llanfair-caerinion 
Howell,  Abraham,  Esq.,  Rhiewport,  Welshpool 
Howell,  David,  Esq.,  Dolgu6g,  Machynlleth 

Howell,  Evan,  Esq.,  4a,  St.  Paul's  Chxurchyard,  London 
JHumphreys,  Arthur  Charles,  Esq.,  31,  Lincoln's  Inn,  London 
Humphreys,  Joseph,  Esq.,  The  Court,  Dogpole,  Shrewsbury 

Jehu,  Richard,  Esq.,  21,  Cloudesley  Street,  Islington,  London 
Johnes,  Arthur  James,  Esq.,  Garthmyl,  Berriew  (deceased) 

•Jones,  Rev.  H.  Longueville,  M.A.,  Kensington  (deceased) 

JJones,  Rev.  Joseph,  K  C.  Church,  Welshpool 
Jones,  Joseph  Owen,  Esq.,  Fron-y-gog,  Machynlleth 

•  t  JJones,  Morris  Charles,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  F.S.A.Scot.,  20,  Abercromby 

Square,  Liverpool,  and  Gungrog,  Welshpool  (Secretary/) 
Jones,  Morris  Paterson,  Esq.,  20,  Abercromby  Square,  Liverpool 
Jones,  Pryce,  Esq.,  Newtown 
Jones,  Richard  Edward,  Esq.,  Bryntalch,  Newtown 
•Jones,  Rev.  R.  Harries,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Llanidloes 
Judge,  Rev.  John,  Vicarage,  Leighton,  Welshpool 

Kynaston,  Rev.  W.  C.  E.,  M.A.,  Hardwicke  Hall,  Ellesmere 
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Leighton,  Sir  Baldwin,  Bart.,  Loton  Park,  Salop  (deceased) 

*  J  Leighton,  Stanley,  Esq.,  Sweeney  Hall,  Oswestry 
tLewis,  Rev.  David  Phillips,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Guilsfield 

Lewis,  Lewis,  Esq.,  Glasgoed,  Kerry 

*  J  Lloyd,  The  Chevalier,  K.S.G.,  Clochfaen,  Llanidloes 
Lloyd,  Miss  Hinde,  4,  Edgar  Buildings,  Bath 

*  t Lloyd,  Howel  William,  Esq.,  Milner  Terrace,  Upper  Chelsea,  London 
Lloyd,  Hugh,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Machynlleth 

•tLloyd,  Rev.  WQliam  Valentine,  R.N.,  F.R.G.S.,  Devonport  (two 
copies) 

Mcintosh,  Rev.  John,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Llanerfyl 

Maurice,  R.  M.  Bonnor,  Esq.,  Bodynfol  Hall,  Oswestry 

Mickleburgh,  John,  Esq.,  Montgomery 

Mirehouse,  Rev.  John,  M.A.,  Colsterworth  Rectory,  Grantham 

Morgan,  Edward,  Esq.,  Machynlleth 

Morgan,  Rev.  Hugh,  Vicarage,  Rhyl 

*  JMorgan,  T.  0.,  Esq.,  Aberystwith  (Secretary) 

*  t  JMorris,  Edward  Rowley,  Esq.,  Guugrog  Cottage,  Welshpool 

•Newill,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Powis  Castle  Park,  Welshpool 
•Nichols,  John  Go  ugh,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  Holmwood  Park,  Dorking 

JOwen,  Mrs.,  Glansevem,  Welshpool 
•Owen,  Elias,  Esq.,  B.A.,  Llanllechid,  Bangor 

Owen,  George,  Esq.,  Plas  Issa,  Oswestry 

Owen,  Rev.  R.  Trevor,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Llaugedwin 

Owen,  Rev.  Thomas,  M.A.,  St.  Nevis,  West  Indies 

JPowis,  The  Earl  of,  Powis  Castle,  Welshpool  (President) 

Parker,  W.  T.,  Esq.,  Traethlawn,  Welshpool 
JPerrott,  Robert  Simcocks,  Esq.,  Meliniog,  Uansantffraid 

Powell,  Evan,  Esq.,  Newtown 

Powys,  Bransley  William,  Esq.,  38,  Russell  Square,  London 

Price,  Lewis  R.,  Esq.,  115,  St.  George's  Square,  London,  S.W. 
JPryce,  Mrs.,  Gunley,  Chirbury 
jPryce,  Elijah,  Esq.,  Plasgwyn,  Prince's  Park,  Liverpool 

Pryce,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Whitehall,  Batavia 

Pryce,  Robert  Davies,  Esq.,  Cyffronydd,  Welshpool 

Pugh,  William  Buckley,  Esq.,  Dolfor  Hall,  Kerry,  and  Patrington, 
Hull 

Pughe,  David  Robert,  Esq.,  County  Coroner,  Machynlleth 

fRead,  Offley  Malcolm  Crewe,  Esq.,  Llandinam  Hall,  Llanidloes 
Richards,  Thomas,  Esq.,  37,  Great  Queen  Street,  London 
Roberts,  Rev.  Richard,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Llanwnog,  Caersws 
Rutter,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Welshpool 
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Sudeley,*The  Lord,  Toddington,  Gloucestershire  (Vice-Prendent) 
St.  Asaph,  The  Bishop  of.  The  Palace,  St.  Asaph  {VtcePretideTU) 
Shrewsbury,  The  R.  C.  Bishop  of,  Belmont,  Salop 
Salt,  Geoi^  Moultrie,  Esq.,  Salop 

Salisbuiy,  Rev.  Geoi^ge  Augustus,  M.A.,  Westbury  Rectory,  Salop 
♦Sandford,  Rev.  Geoige,  M.A.,  Eldon  Vicarage,  Sheffield 
Slaughter,  Rev.  Edward,  Hemingford  Lodge,  Parkfield,  Birkenhead 
Smith,  J.  Russell,  Esq.,  36,  Soho  Square,  London 
Sotheran,  Henry,  Esq.,  136,  Strand,  London 
Sturkey,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Newtown 

Swithinbank,  J.  E.,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Somerville  Terrace,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 

Taylor,  Rev.  A.  L.,  The  Grammar  School,  Rhuabon 
Temple,  Rev.  R,  M.A.,  Llandisilio,  Oswestry 

•Thomas,  Rev.  D.  R,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Cefn,  St.  Asaph 
Tompson,  Rev.  F.  H.,  M.A.,  Vicarage,  Llanllwchaiam 
Tracy,  The  Hon.  C.  D.  Hanbury,  M.P.,  Gregynog,  Newtown 
Trevor,  K  R  S.,  Esq.,  Penylan  Hall,  Welshpool 
Tumbull,  James,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool 

tTumer,  Rev.  J.  J.,  M.A.,  Welshpool 

JVane,  The  Earl,  Pl&s  Machynlleth,  North  Wales  {Vice-President) 
Vemey,  G.  H.,  Esq.,  Claydou  House,  near  Winslow,  Bucks 

JWynn,  Sir  Watkin  Williams,  Bart,  M.P.,  Wynnstay,  Rhuabon  {Vice- 
Prendent) 

•  tWynne,  W.  W.  R,  Esq.,  Peniarth,  Towyn  {ViccrPresideiiU) 

•  tWalker,  David,  Esq.,  Architect,  Liverpool 
Whalley,  G.  H.,  Esq.,  MP.,  Plas  Madoc,  Rhuabon 

{Wilding,  William,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk,  Montgomery 
Williames,  Price  Buckley,  Esq.,  Pennant,  (^irthmyl  (deceased) 
Williams,  Edward,  Esq.,  Lloran  House,  Oswestry 
Williams,  Edward,  Esq.,  Neuadd  feben,  Talgarth 
Williams,  Rev.  John  Williams,  MA.,  Rectory,  Newtown 
♦Williams,  Rev.  Canon  Robert,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Llanfyllin 
•Williams,  Rev.  Robert,  M.A.,  Rectory,  Rhyd  y  croesau,  Oswestry 

•  t  J  Williams,  Richard,  Esq.,  Newtown 

Williams,  Rev.  W.  Maddock,  MA.,  Rectory,  Llanfechain,  Oswestry 
Withy,  William,  Esq.,  Golfa,  Welshpool 
Woosnam,  George,  Esq.,  Newtown  (dececued) 

Wynn,  Charles  Watkin  Williams,  Esq.,  MP.,  Coed  y  Maen,  Welsh- 
pool 
Wynne,  Mrs.  Brownlow,  Garthewin,  near  Abei^gele 

Tearsley,  William  Pryce,  Esq.,  Welshpool  {deceased) 

NEW  MEMBER  {siftcc  October  1<<,  1871). 
Leighton,  Sir  Baldwyn,  Bart.,  Loton  Park,  Salop 
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THE  POWYS-LAND  CLUB. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Powys-laxd  Club  was  held  in 
the  Grand  Jury  Room,  Town  Hall,  Welshpool,  on  Tuesday,  October 
the  3rd,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m.  There  were  present — ^The  Venerable 
Archdeacon  Ffoulkes,  Llandyssil ;  J.  Pryce  Davies,  Esq. ;  Rev.  D.  P. 
Lewis,  Guilsfield ;  Rev.  J.  Judge,  Leighton ;  Rev.  J.  E.  Hill,  Welsh- 
pool; Rev.  Joseph  Jones,  Welshpool;  Rev.  Edward  Evans,  Llanfi- 
hangel ;  Rev.  J.  J.  Turner,  Welshpool ;  Rev.  G.  A.  Salusbury,  West- 
bury ;  Rev.  J.  Mcintosh,  Llanerfyl;  Rev.  Griffith  Edwards,  Llangadfan; 
the  Chevalier  Lloyd,  K.S.G.,  Clochfaen;  W.  Wilding,  Esq.,  Mont- 
gomery ;  David  Walker,  Esq.,  Liverpool ;  R.  D.  Harrison,  Esq. ; 
A.  Howell,  Esq.,  Welshpool;  David  Howell,  Esq.,  Dolguog,  Mach- 
ynlleth; Richard  Gillart,  Esq.,  Machynlleth;  W.  Withy,  Esq.,  T. 
Rutter,  Esq.,  Morris  Paterson  Jones,  Esq.,  Gungrog;  T.  Simpson 
Jones,  Esq.,  Robert  Paterson,  Esq.  and  Morris  C.  Jones,  Esq.,  F.S.A, 
Hon.  Sec. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  D.  P.  Lewis,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris  C. 
Jones,  Archdeacon  Ffoulkes  (one  of  the  Council)  was    elected  to 


The  Ven.  Archdeacon  Ffoijlkes — ^I  regret  very  much  the  absence 
of  the  noble  lord  who  had  been  announced  to  preside  at  our  Meeting 
to-day ;  but  as  our  Honorary  Secretary  says  he  may  be  here  in  a  short 
time,  I  will  occupy  the  chair  'pro  tern,  until  his  lordship's  arrival. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Morris  Jones  will  kindly  read  the  letter  he  has  received 
from  the  Earl  of  Powis. 

Mr.  Morris  Jones  read  the  following  letter : — 

«  27th  September,  1871. 
"  My  dear  Sir, — I  find  that  I  shall  probably  have  to  meet  the  Salmon 
Commissioners  at  Penarth  Weir,  near  Newtovm,  on  Tuesday  morning. 
I  hope  to  be  back  for  the  Powys-land  Club  Meeting  at  three,  but 
should  I  unfortunately  be  detained,  I  must  ask  you  to  make  my 
excuses  to  the  Meeting.  I  am  this  year  Chairman  of  the  Severn 
Conservators. — I  am  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  "  Powis." 

Archdeacon  Ffoulkes — Our  first  business  will  be  the  reading  of  the 
Annual  Report. 

The  following  Report  was  read  : — 

Report  of  the  General  Committee  to  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
PowyS'land  Club^  held  at  Welshpool^  on  the  3r^  October^  1871. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Club  has  fully  main- 
tained its  position  both  as  respects  its  finances,  the  number  of  its 
Members,  and  their  literary  contributions. 
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It  is  first  our  melancholy  duty  to  recount  the  losses — more  than 
usually  heavy  and  severe — ^which  we  have  sustained  by  death.  Eight 
Members  out  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-seven  on  our  roll  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  have  died,  viz.,  two  Members  of  our  Council, 
Kev.  John  Edwards,  M.A.,  rector  of  Newtown,  and  Pryce  Buckley 
Williames,  Esq.,  of  Pennant ;  and  six  ordinary,  but  some  of  them  most 
distinguished  Members,  viz.,  Edward  Evans,  Esq.,  Thomeloe  House, 
Worcester ;  Arthur  James  Johnes,  Esq.,  of  Garthmyl,  County  Court 
Judge ;  Rev.  H.  Longueville  Jones,  M. A.,  editor  of  the  Archaeologia 
Cambrensis;  Sir  Baldwin  Leighton,  Bart. ;  George  Woosnam,  Esq.,  of 
Newtown;  and  W.  Pryce  Yearaley,  Esq.,  of  Welshpool.  Three  Members 
have  resigned  during  the  past  year  since  Ist  October,  1870,  making 
the  losses  during  the  year  eleven  in  number. 

But  on  the  other  hand  twenty-three  new  members  have  joined  the 
Club,  so  that  the  gain  is  more  than  double  the  loss.  The  Club  now 
numbers  a  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Members.  It  is  remarkable  that 
many  of  the  new  Members  are  either  natives  of  Montgomeryshire,  or 
sprung  from  Montgomeryshire  families,  now  resident  at  a  distance 
from  the  county,  and  it  is  also  gratifying  to  find  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  new  Members  subscribe  for  the  Club's  publications  from  the 
commencement,  a  fact  which  testifies  to  their  appreciation  of  its 
operations,  and  at  the  same  time  adds  laigely  to  its  funds. 

The  finances  are  in  a  satisfactoiy  condition,  showing  a  balance  in 
the  Treasurer's  hands  of  above  XI 00,  besides  subscriptions  in  arrear 
amounting  to  £7  7s.  This  latter  circumstance  is  the  only  unsatisfac- 
factory  symptom  connected  with  the  Club's  position. 

Although  all  the  hopes  ventured  to  be  expressed  in  the  last  Repolt 
have  not  been  realised,  still  it  is  confidently  submitted  that  the  Meet- 
ing will  deem  the  last  year's  issue  of  the  Club's  publications  to  be 
fully  up  to  (if  not  above)  the  standard  of  the  previous  volumes,  both 
in  respect  to  the  matter  and  the  number  of  contributors.  Doubtless  it  is 
nevertheless  desirable  that  the  list  of  contributors  should  be  enlarged. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  parochial  histories  already  completed  or  in 
progress,  and  to  those  announced  in  previous  reports  as  being  in  pre- 
paration, at  least  one  other  is  in  hand,  viz.,  one  of  the  parish  of 
Llanfechain  by  the  Rector.  Literary  contributions  from  Members 
are  earnestly  invited,  and,  however  short,  would  be  appreciated,  and 
would  give  variety  to  the  volumes. 

The  programme  of  subjects  already  announced,  and  which  are 
familiar  to  Members  who  read  the  publications,  will  be  steadily  pur- 
sued, and  at  present  there  appears  to  be  an  abundance  of  materials  in 
the  course  of  arrangement  for  the  neit  volume. 

One  of  the  new  subjects  that  will  shortly  be  commenced  is  intended 
to  be  called  "  Herbertiana."  In  it,  it  will  not  be  attempted  to  com- 
prise a  general  history  of  the  illustrious  and  wide-spread  family  of 
Herbert,  but  rather  to  include  under  a  general  head  numerous  de- 
tached genealogical,  biographical,  and  heraldic  notices  relating  to  the 
family,  which  have  been  collected  by  several  Members  of  the  Club, 
preference  being  given  to  details  having  a  local  reference  or  bearing. 

c2 
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In  conoluding  our  Report  of  the  progreBS  and  prospects  of  the  Club 
we  shall  quote  the  words  used  by  George  II  in  the  Charter  founding 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London  : — ^'  The  study  of  antiquity  and 
the  history  of  former  times,  has  ever  been  esteemed  highly  commend- 
able and  useful,  not  only  to  improve  the  minds  of  men,  but  also  to 
excite  them  to  virtuous  and  noble  actions." 

An  abstract  of  the  Treasurer's  account  was  then  read : — 


The  PowyS'land  Club  in  accomU  with  Thomas  Bowevi,  Hon. 

emding  30^A 


To  Cash  paid  as  follows  :— 

„  Mr.  Richards  for  printing  Report 

of  Meeting,  etc.,  and 

PartVm 

-    £66    4    0 

„  Ditto  for  printing  Fart  IX 

.      66  10    6 

f ,  Paid  for  Illustrations  :— 

Whatman  and  Baas  - 

-    £8    4    0 

Ditto 

-      6    6    0 

Ditto 

.      1  17    0 

£11    7    0 

D.Marples      - 

6    0    0 

Macgregor       ... 

8    6    0 

19  12    0 


Paid  Sundries : — 

„    Expenses  of  Meeting         -  -  -        1  12    6 

„  Carriage  of  parcels  from  Mr.  Richards  of 
Reports  and  Parts  YIII  and  IX;  postage 
of  same  to  Members ;  and  also  of  back 
parts  to  New  Members   -  -  -        8  18    6 

„  Postage  of  Circulars,  collecting  Subscrip- 
tions, and  of  remitting  same       -  -        0    9    8 

,,    Printing    Circulars    announcing    Annni^l 

Meeting,  and  postage     -  •  -        1    8  10 


12    4    6 

Balance  earned  down  ....  xqI  14    0 

£264    6    0 
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TreaswreTy  for  the  year  comrn^ncing  Id  October^  1870,  and 
September,  1871. 


Bj  Balance  in  hand    ......    £66    6    0 

„  Cash  receiyed  for  SubecriptionB  as  follows : — 
15  Subscriptions  from  Original  Members,  at  10«.  6i.  each  - 
99  „  „    Ordinary  Members,  at  £1  U.  each   - 

1  ,,  „    New  Member  1^  jeais 

3  „  „     9,  f,        2  years,  at  £2  2«.  each 

10  „  „     „  „        4  years,  at  £4  4#.  each 

Special: — 
1  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Fowis        ... 
1  The  Chevalier  Lloyd,  K.S.G.     .... 

Arrears  reodyed  ...... 

SubscriptionB  of  next  year  paid  in  advance 

7  Members  who  last  year  paid  this  year's  Subscription  in 

advance  (£6  16«.  6i.) 
3  Members  resigned  (4  also  resigned  after  this  year). 
6  Members   in   arrear   of   Subscriptions,  amounting   to 

£1 17s.  ed. 

146  Number  on  List  of  Members. 

8  of  whom  are  deceased. 

138 
1  Member  joined  on  October  1st,  1871,  in  place  of  a  de- 
ceased Member. 

139  Members  on  roll  on  October  Ist,  1871. 


7  17 

6 

103  19 

0 

1  11 

6 

6    6 

0 

42    0 

0 

5    5 

0 

5    5 

0 

4    4 

0 

11  11 

0 

^254    5    0 


October,  1871,  By  Balance  in  hand    ....  £101  14    0 
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Archdeacon  Ffoulkes — It  is  now  my  duty  to  move  that  the  Reports 
which  have  just  been  read  by  our  Hon.  Secretary  be  adopted, 
printed,  and  circulated  amongst  the  Members  of  the  Club  ;  and,  iu 
doing  so,  I  am  sure  we  may  congratulate  the  working  Members  of  the 
Powys-land  Club  upon  the  successful  position  which  this  Club  has 
now  reached  ;  and  from  the  well-covered  tables  which  we  see  in  this 
room  I  think  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  the  general  interest 
which  is  felt  in  this  club  has  by  no  means  diminished,  but  has  rather 
increased,  and  that  the  Club  is  in  a  state  of  great  prosperity,  and  has 
attained  a  high  and  successful  position. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Salusbury — In  seconding  the  resolution,  I  may  say 
that  I  most  fully  concur  with  all  the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
our  Chairman  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  Report.  I  agree  with 
him  fully  in  all  that  he  has  said  respecting  the  value  of  such  a  Society 
as  this ;  and  as  far  as  the  Council  and  our  Honorary  Secretaries  are 
concerned,  we  must  all  agree  that  the  articles  with  which  these  tables 
are  crowded  amply  testify  that  they  have  done  their  important  work 
in  an  admirable  manner,  and  that  they  have  striven  hard  to  render 
the  Meeting  a  success.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

Rev.  D.  P.  Lewis — I  am  sure  that  we  all  must  have  been  grieved 
upon  hearing  that  portion  of  the  Report  which  refers  to  those  friends 
and  subscribers  who  have  been  taken  from  us  since  our  last  Annual 
Meeting.  Foremost  amongst  that  number  stand  the  names  of  two 
who  have  been  from  the  first  Members  of  our  Council.  We  all  re- 
member well  the  late  Rector  of  Newtown  (the  Rev.  John  Edwards) 
and  Mr.  Pryce  Buckley  Williames,  of  Pennant,  for  they  were  gentlemen 
who  were  well-known  and  highly  respected  in  this  county,  and  whose 
loss  is  much  deplored.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  propose  to  you  the  names  of 
two  gentlemen  as  their  successors,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  shall  unani- 
mously elect  them  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  the 
Council  The  first  name  I  have  the  pleasure  to  propose  to  you  is  that 
of  Offley  Malcolm  Crewe-Read,  Esq.,  of  Llandinam  Hall,  a  Member  of 
that  most  honourable  and  distinguished  service,  the  Navy  of  Great 
Britain — ^a  gallant  gentleman  who,  I  know,  will  be  able  to  give  this 
Club  much  interesting  and  valuable  information,  and  also  to  acquire 
it.  The  second  name  is  that  of  the  Chevalier  Lloyd,  whose  interesting 
papers  we  have  read,  not  only  in  our  own  publications,  but  also  in  the 
pages  of  the  Archceologia  Cambrensis,  It  is  with  the  greatest  confi- 
dence and  pleasure  that  I  propose  these  gentlemen  should  be  added  to 
our  Council,  in  the  place  of  the  two  deceased  Members ;  the  names  of 
Capt.  0.  M.  Crewe-Read,  R,N.,  and  the  Chevalier  Lloyd. 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Judge — I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  reso- 
lution which  has  been  moved  by  Mr.  Lewis ;  and  much  as  we  deplore 
the  loss  which  we  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  those  who  have  at  one 
time  taken  an  active  and  energetic  part  in  the  operations  of  the  Club, 
we  cannot  but  be  pleased  to  find  that  we  have  gentlemen  so  able  and 
competent  to  take  their  places.     And,  without  disparaging  the  dead,  I 
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think  I  may  say  that  we  shall  rather  be  gainerg  than  losers,  by  having 
on  OUT  Council  gentlemen  who  are  poss^sed  of  more  local  knowledge, 
and  are  better  able  than  those  who  have  departed,  to  take  a  practical 
part  in  the  operations  of  the  Club.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  motion. 

The  motion  having  been  unanimously  agreed  to, 

Mr.  A.  Howell — The  business  of  the  Meeting  having  been  gone 
through,  and  in  such  an  able  manner,  we  cannot  but  express  our 
thanks  to  Archdeacon  Ffoulkes  for  having  taken  the  chair,  and  for  the 
deep  interest  he  has  always  manifested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
the  Powys-land  Club,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  all  concur  with  me 
in  according  him  our  best  thanks  for  presiding. 

The  Chevalier  Lloyd — I  beg  to  second  the  motion,  and  in  so  doing 
allow  me  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred 
upon  me  by  electing  me  upon  the  Council 

Archdeacon  Ffoulkes — I  can  only  say  that  I  thank  you  very  much 
for  your  kindness,  and  assure  you  that  at  all  times  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  do  all  that  I  can  in  support  of  this  Club.  I  should  not 
wonder  if  the  Club  might  be  helped  by  issuing  notices  to  builders  who 
were  about  to  undertake  any  restoration  or  work  of  that  kind, 
requesting  them,  or  the  man  who  might  be  in  charge  of  the  works, 
if  he  found  anything  of  interest  he  might  send  it  to  Gungrog,  or  to  any 
of  the  members  of  the  Council,  who  would  keep  it  for  exhibition  at 
these  Meetings.  I  throw  this  out  as  a  hint,  and  no  doubt  many 
interesting  and  valuable  articles  might  be  got  together  by  these 
means. 

The  meeting  then  terminated,  and  the  Members  present  proceeded 
to  examine  the  various  objects  of  interest  that  were  spread  upon  the 
table. 

The  following  three  short  papers  were  prepared  for  the  Meeting, 
and  taken  as  read. 

Norman  Column  and  Arch  discovered  in  Meifod  Church  in  Septemher^ 
1871.     By  the  Rev.  R.  Wynne-Edwards,  the  Vicar. 

The  photograph  which  I  send  represents  a  column  and  a  portion  of 
arcade  discovered  during  the  works  undertaken  in  restoring  our 
church.  The  circumstances  attending  its  discovery  were  remarkable. 
A  marble  monument,  which  had  been  fixed  in  the  chancel,  was  neces- 
sarily removed  during  the  alterations,  and  workmen  were  directed  to 
refix  it  in  the  wall  immediately  opposite  the  principal  entrance  of  the 
church.  As  soon  as  the  worlanen  began  to  make  an  apei'ture  in  the 
wall  to  receive  the  monument,  a  large  mass  of  masonry  fell,  when  the 
Norman  column  and  arch  were  brought  into  view.  A  portion  of  the 
arch  came  down,  but  it  can  be  traced  in  an  easterly  direction  to 
another  column.* 

•  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  David  Walker,  Architect,  Liverpool,  for  the 
plan  and  section,  made  from  actual  measurements,  of  the  column  and  arcade 
since  they  have  been  restored,  from  which  our  lithograph  is  taken.  Mr. 
David  Walker  remarks  :— "  The  restoration  is  thoroughly  conscientiously 
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It  is  a  question  of  somo  interest  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  to  which 
of  the  churches  built  at  different  times  within  or  near  the  present 
churchyard  the  fragments  we  have  discovered  belong. 

The  Welsh  Chronicle  {Brut  y  Tytpysogion)  states : — 

A.D.  1154.  Shortly  after  (the  building  of  the  castle  in  Caer  Einion 
and  Meuric  ab  Grufydd's  escape)  St.  Mary's  Church,  m  Meifod,  was 
consecrated. 

A.D.  1158.  Died  Madoc  ap  Meredydd,  Lord  of  Powys,  *  *  and 
in  Meifod,  where  was  the  watchtower  in  St.  Tysilio's  Church,  was  he 
buried  with  honour. 

It  would  appear  from  this  that  there  was  a  church  dedicated  to 
St.  Tysilio,  in  existence  previous  to  the  one  dedicated  to  SU  Maiy, 
and  that  in  St.  Tysilio's  Church,  as  being  the  burying-place  of  the 
Princes  of  Powys,  Madoc  ap  Meredydd  was  buried,  rather  than  in  the 
church  built  and  consecrated  during  his  lifetime. 

Does  the  ruined  column  and  arcade,  now  discovered,  belong  to  the 
aforesaid  Church  of  St.  Tysilio-in-Meifod,  or  to  St.  Mary's  Church  of 
later  date  ?  Does  the  style  of  architecture  indicate  the  ruin  to  belong 
to  the  former  or  latter  building?  The  round  Norman  pillar  and 
semicircular  arch  seem  to  point  to  a  date  antecedent  to  the  middle  of 
the  twelfth  century. 

The  dimensions  of  the  fragments  (which  can  be  more  accurately 
ascertained  hereafter,  when  the  wall  in  which  the  fragments  are 
imbedded  is  more  completely  cleared  away)  are  as  follows : — 

Feet.  InohM. 

Height  of  column  from  top  of  capital  to  base  -  7 

Circumference  of  capital         -           -            -  11  1 

Circumference  of  column        -            -            -  9  4 

Depth  of  capital         -           -           -           -  ...  10 

Mr.  B.  Ferrey,  F.S.A.,  the  architect  under  whose  care  the  church 
is  being  restored,  writes  thus  as  to  the  date  of  the  fragments  : — 

^^As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  little  photograph  of  the 
column  and  arch,  the  details  are  so  very  simple  and  the  courses  of 
stones  so  small,  that  I  believe  the  fragments  to  have  belonged  to  the 
first  church  (St  Tysilio's).  In  1154  Norman  architecture  was  much 
ornamented,  and  the  capitals  would  not  have  been  of  so  simple  a  type.'' 

The  base  of  the  column,  which  is  not  shown  in  the  photograph,  rests 
on  a  floor  two  feet  below  the  floor  of  the  present  church.  The  ruins 
of  a  transept,  extending  northwards  from  the  spot  where  the  frag- 
ments have  been  discovered,  were  distinctly  traced  out  about  thirty  or 
thirty-five  years  ago,  when  the  north  aisle  was  added  to  the  present 
church.  It  is  believed  that  the  foundation  walls  of  that  transept  are 
existing,  though  they  are  not  visible  at  present. 

carried  out,  and,  in  order  to  expose  as  much  as  possible  of  the  arch  abutting 
on  the  tower,  a  portion  of  the  wall  has  been  splayed  off.  I  consider  the 
arch  mouldings  and  character  of  masonry  as  early  in  point  of  date  as  any- 
thing I  have  seen ;  they  are  certainly  oi  a  period  prior  to  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury.** 
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There  are  traces  of  columns  and  of  an  aroade  in  the  south  wall  of 
the  nave  of  the  church,  opposite  the  fragments  now  brought  to  light 
It  would  seem  probable  that  these  portions  of  a  north  transept  and 
of  a  double  arcade  belonged  to  a  church  of  larger  dimensions  and  of 
greater  architectural  pretensions  than  the  subsequent  church.  The 
column  and  arcade  are  formed  of  redsand-stone,  an  expensive  material 
at  the  time  when  the  church  is  supposed  to  have  been  built. 

That  St.  Tysilio's  church  was  the  church  held  in  peculiar  honour  in 
Meifod  is  apparent,  from  the  fact  that  the  wakes,  or  festival  of  the 
patron  saint,  as  long  as  they  were  held,  were  observed  on  the  nuith  of 
November,  St.  Tysilio's  day. 

Judging  from  the  evidence,  as  far  as  it  has  been  at  present  sifted, 
and  subject  to  further  revision,  I  would  suggest  that  the  fragmenta 
found  are  part  of  a  church  dedicated  to  St  Tysilio  in  Meifod,  previous 
to  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  full 
examination  of  the  site  of  the  present  church,  if  it  were  possible, 
would  lead  to  the  discovery  of  clearer  indications  as  to  the  history  of 
the  church  and  of  the  place,  but  the  church  is  wanted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  that  worship  for  which  it  was  primarily  intended,  and  to 
which  all  other  considerations,  unless  some  further  opportunity  may 
be  afforded,  must  be  postponed. 


Notes  during  the  Restoration  of  St,  Mary^s  Churchy  Welshpool,     By 
Rev.  J.  E.  Hill,  M.A.,  the  Vicar, 

I  have  been  asked  by  your  Secretary  to  give  a  short  account  of  our 
church,  and  the  changes  which  have  been  effected  in  the  recent  restora- 
tion, with  a  special  notice  of  any  old  work  that  has  been  pulled  down 
on  the  present  or  former  occasions. 

The  church  has  been  built  at  various  times,  the  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth, and  sixteenth  centuries  having  each  left  their  remains,  while 
the  whole  pf  the  nave  and  south  aisle  were  rebuilt  in  the  eighteenth  ; 
and  consisted  of  a  chancel,  nave  with  two  aisles  of  different  widths, 
south  porch  and  tower.  A  singular  feature  about  the  building  is  that 
the  nave  is  of  much  greater  breadth  than  the  chancel,  and  so  situated 
that  the  chancel,  instead  of  being  in  the  centre,  lies  on  the  north  side, 
so  as  almost  to  suggest  that  the  present  nave  covers  ground  once  occu- 
pied by  a  nave  and  south  aisle,  and  that  the  present  south  aisle,  which 
projects  nearly  to  the  line  of  the  fourteenth  century  porch,  is  a  more 
recent  addition.  The  roof  of  the  porch  was  taken  down  in  1777,  and 
a  school-room  built  over  it,  which  was  taken  down  in  1 82 1 .  A  west  gal- 
lery was  built  by  Viscount  Clive  in  1813,  to  receive  the  organ  which  he 
then  gave;  the  old  one  having  been  destroyed  by  the  Puritans.  The 
south  gallery  was  built  in  1821,  and  the  north  in  1822.  The  chancel 
was  thoroughly  repaired  in  1856,  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  the  impropriate  rectors,  and  at  the  same  time,  under 
Ai'chdeacon  Clive,  the  east  window  at  the  end  of  the  nave  was  in- 
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serted,  and  the  chancel  arch  built,  previous  to  which  there  was  none, 
the  space  being  formerly  occupied  by  a  hideous  gallery  suspended  from 
the  roof,  until  removed  by  him  in  1822. 

In  the  present  restoration  the  chancel  has  been  remodelled,  tiled 
throughout  without  altering  the  levels,  and  proper  fittings  Intro - 
ducecL  An  organ  chamber  has  been  added  ;  the  nave  floor  brought 
down  to  an  earlier  level,  the  shafts  of  the  columns  lengthened,  and 
a  new  bay  opened  at  the  west  end  by  taking  down  the  gallerr, 
throwing  the  south  porch  into  the  church,  pulling  down  the  wall 
opposite,  and  building  two  new  arches.  The  ceiling  of  the  nave 
has  been  removed,  and  an  open  roof  of  pitch-pine  constructed,  and 
new  windows  inserted  on  the  south  side.  Those  on  the  north,  with 
the  buttresses,  parapets,  and  pinnacles,  designed  for  the  south  side, 
have  not  yet  been  undertaken. 

In  carrying  out  these  alterations  there  has  been  less  observed  of  any 
archsoological  interest  than  might  have  been  expected,  the  rebuilding 
of  1773-1777  having  removed  so  much  of  what  preceded. 

Of  the  church,  as  it  existed  in  the  thirteenth  century,  there  re- 
mained an  early  English  window  in  the  chancel,  which  had  to  be 
removed  for  the  construction  of  the  organ  chamber,  and  has  been 
carefully  replaced  in  the  north  gable.  The  wall,  which  with  an  old 
door>way  was  also  pulled  down  in  order  to  lengthen  the  south  aisle 
by  throwing  the  porch  into  the  church,  was  of  this  period,  and  ap- 
parently at  one  time  extended  the  whole  length  of  the  building,  along 
the  line  of  the  present  south  arcade,  part  of  it  still  remaining  and 
forming  the  foundation  of  the  columns.  The  respond  of  a  low  arch 
corresponding  very  closely  with  that  in  the  tower,  stood  in  this  wall ; 
and  a  stoup  for  holy  water,  which  had  been  so  broken  up  that  it  was 
impossible  to  preserve  it.  A  weathering  was  found  in  the  tower, 
showing  that  the  eave  of  the  roof  had  once  been  lower  than  the  spring 
of  the  present  arches.  The  inner  arch  of  this  old  doorway  has  been 
replaced  inside  the  present  porch ;  the  outer  one,  which  was  pointed, 
crumbled  to  pieces  when  touched.  The  tower  arch  which,  with  the 
first  two  storeys  of  the  tower  itself,  is  also  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
has  been  opened  out  and  the  jambs  repaired.  The  stops  at  the 
western  sides  show  that  the  floor  was  once  at  the  level  to  which  the 
nave  has  now  been  lowered ;  but  ou  the  east  side  there  was  one  nine 
inches  below,  showing  a  church  with  a  lower  level  still. 

The  fourteenth  century  witnessed  the  addition  of  chancel  windows 
and  a  south  porch,  if  not  greater  changes.  Of  the  chancel  windows, 
the  east  was  found  so  defective  at  the  repairs,  in  the  year  1856,  that 
it  was  taken  down.  A  drawing  of  it  by  the  late  Rev.  John  Parker 
of  Llanyblodwel  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stanley  Leigh  ton,  his 
nephew.  Upon  stripping  the  plaster,  the  side  windows  were  found 
to  have  had  quoins  round  them,  which  were  so  damaged  that  new 
ones,  with  a  label  added,  have  been  inserted.  At  one  time  the 
quoins  of  the  south-east  window  reached  some  three  feet  lower. 
Sedilia  of  a  plain  pointed  character  with  chamfered  edges  had  once 
existed  and  been  subsequently  removed,  and  the  cill  of  the  windows 
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appeared  to  have  been  used  instead.  The  doorway  of  this  date  in 
the  south  porch  had  to  be  taken  down  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
steps  inside  the  church;  and  an  exact  copy,  so  far  as  possible,  is 
placed  in  its  stead.  The  base  of  a  font  of  this  period  was  found 
underneath  that  which  has  been  of  late  used,  and  a  new  one,  exactly 
reproducing  so  much  as  was  discovered  of  the  old,  is  erected  of 
Mansfield  Woodhouse  Stone.  The  other,  a  large  octagonal  basin, 
unpierced,  with  rough  foliage  after  an  Early  English  pattern,  is  buried 
in  the  churchyard  about  twenty-four  feet  in  front  of  the  south  porch. 

The  nave  of  the  church  was  rebuilt  in  the  sixteenth  century,  with 
the  addition  of  the  north  aisle,*  and  the  floor  of  the  church  raised 
about  eighteen  inches  to  suit  it;  for,  upon  again  clearing  out  the 
floor  to  the  old  level,  it  was  found  tiiat  this  part  had  never  been 
excavated,  and  the  north  wall  had  consequently  to  be  underbuilt 
nearly  itfl  whole  length.  The  church  at  this  time,  with  the  tower, 
was  probably  raised,  and  had  a  low  battlemented  parapet  added. 
This  existed  round  the  chancel  until  the  repure  and  new  roof  of 
1856,  and  portions  of  the  remainder  were  found  to  be  re-used  for 
jambs  in  the  windows  of  1777.  Large  quantities  of  worked  stones 
have  been  discovered  belonging  to  square-headed  windows  of  the 
date  and  character  of  the  Quilsfield  clerestory,  and  one  slightly 
raised  in  the  centre  as  in  an  existing  specimen  at  Newtown.  I  am 
not  aware  that  anything  else  has  been  noticed  except  some  stones 
belonging  to  arches  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  present,  some  of 
which  had  traces  of  colour  and  diaper-work  upon  them.  No  foundations 
of  an  arcade  continuing  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel  such  as  would 
account  for  the  curious  ground -plan  of  the  church  were  observed. 

I  may  add,  that  the  recent  alterations  have  been  effected  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Street,  KA.,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  £4000. 
The  reredos,  of  alabaster  and  Irish  marble,  is  the  costly  gift  of  the 
Countess  of  Powis.  The  brass  lectern  has  been  presented  by  Miss 
Corrie  of  Dysserth,  as  a  memorial  of  her  brother.  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Corrie,  of  the  18th  Royal  Irish,  who  died  in  1867.  The  re- 
stored font  has  been  given  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  John  R.  0. 
Bridgeman,  Rector  of  Weston-under-Lysiard,  and  Mrs.  Bridgeman, 
the  only  child  of  Archdeacon  Clive,  for  forty-five  years  the  Vicar  of 
this  parish,  in  memory  of  their  daughter  Georgina,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six.  It  bears  the  inscription  : — "  FUice  pientimTnce  grcUi  ergdt 
Deum  quod  patdister  frui  licuU  parentes  fecerunt,     a.d.  mdooolxxi." 

*  In  the  Herbert  pedi^ee  at  Powis  Castle,  there  is  a  memorandum  op- 
posite the  name  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  who  purchased  Powis  Castle  m 
1585,  that  he  "  built  the  gallery  of  Pool  Church,  1588."  This  would  pro- 
bably be  the  rood  loft  or  organ  gallery.  From  1728  to  1738  a  gallery  war 
was  carried  on,  in  which  the  gallery  won  the  victory,  and  survived  until  the 
rebuilding  of  1773,  when  it  came  down,  and  another,  bigger  and  more  hideous 
still,  took  its  place  till  1822,  when  Archdeacon  Clive  swept  it  finally 
off. 
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On  Tomen-yr^AlU*  and  TafMn-CefnllawrA  By  J.  Graham  Williams, 
Author  of  British  Encampments, 

From  an  examination  of  the  prints  of  these  tomeus  kindly  sent  me 
by  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  M.  C.  Jones,  and  comparing  them 
with  the  following  tomens,  viz.,  Tomen-y-Mur,  oo.  Merioneth,  Tomen 
Dolbenroaen,  and  Tomen  Nevin,  oo.  Carnarvon,  I  am  induced  to 
think  they  were  all  erected  as  mounds  of  judicature,  the  same  as  the 
Tynwald  Mound  in  the  Isle  of  Man  is  now  used  for  the  assembling 
of  their  Parliament  under  the  name  of  the  House  of  Keys,  and  not, 
as  many  suppose,  as  mounds  of  o£fence  or  defence,  or  even  as  sepul- 
chral moimdjB. 

Josephus  gives  us  thebestdescriptionofthesemoimds  that  has  yet  been 
written.  He  says — *'  Let  there  be  one  temple,  and  one  altar,  not 
reared  of  hewn  stones,  but  such  as  you  gather  together  at  random, 
which  stones,  when  they  are  whited"  (the  origin  of  the  white  stone 
of  precedency  of  the  bards)  **  over  with  mortar,  will  have  a  handsome 
appearance  and  be  beautiful  to  the  sight  Let  the  ascent  to  it  be 
not  by  steps,  but  by  an  acclivity  of  raised  earth."  This  is  explained 
in  the  following  note.  **  The  law,  both  here  and  in  Exodus  zx,  25, 
26,  of  not  going  up  God's  altar  by  '  ladder  steps,*  but  on  an  acclivity, 
seems  not  to  have  belonged  to  the  altar  of  the  Tabernacle,  which 
was  in  all  but  three  cubits  high  ;  nor  to  that  of  Ezekiel,  which  was 
expressly  to  be  gone  up  to  by  steps,  but  rather  to  occasional  altars 
of  any  considerable  altitude  and  largeness.  The  reason  why  these 
temples,  and  these  only^  were  to  have  this  ascent  on  an  acclivity  and 
not  by  ladder  steps  is  obvious,  that  before  the  invention  of  stairs 
such  as  we  now  use,  decency  would  not  be  otherwise  provided  for  in 
the  loose  garments  which  the  priests  wore  as  the  law  required." 

Therefore  the  Tomens  in  Wales  are  made  after  the  model  adopted 
by  Moses ;  that  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  after  that  adopted  by  Ezekiel,  of 
a  later  period. 

I  hope  these  few  suggestions  as  to  the  original  use  of  these  Tomens 
will  induce  some  member  of  your  learned  society  to  take  up  the 
subject  in  a  scientific  and  archseological  point  of  view,  and  prepare 
papers  on  this  subject  for  publication. 

Penllyn,  Pwllheli,  Sept.  28,  1871. 

•  Montgomeryshire  Collections^  vol.  iii,  p.  168. 

t  Ibid!^  vol.  IV,  p.  63.  I  am  informed  there  is  another  similar  Tomen  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  railway  station  at  Welshpool. 
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The  foUowing  Donations  to  the  Powys-land  Museum  vfere  exhibited 
at  the  Meeting, 


Bronze  : — 

Presented  by  (!)•  Moems  0.  Jones,  F.S.A.  (1870). 
1.  Fonr  bTonze  Torqnes  fonnd  at  Llanrhaiadr  (see  Montgomeryshire 
CoUectione^  vol.  iii,  p.  419). 

Presented  by  (2)  E.  Bowlby  Mobbts  (1870). 
1.  A  bronze  celt  fonnd  in  the  parish  of  Trefeglwys. 

Presented  by  (3)  J.  Graham  Williams  (1871). 

1.  A  bronze  celt  fonnd  in  the  Cefncoch  sheep  walk,  Cardiganshire. 

Presented  by  (1)  Morris  0.  Jones  (1870). 

2.  A  bronze  spearhead,  one  of  those  fonnd  at  Shallt  (see  Mont. 
CoU.,  vol.  iii,  p.  432). 

3.  A  bronze  javelin-head  fonnd  at  Llanymynech  (see  Motd.  OoU,^ 
vol.  iii,  p.  433). 

Presented  by  (4)  Miss  Luxmoore  (1870). 

1.  A  bronze  Roman  fibula  fonnd  by  John  Williams,  Pant,  Llany- 
mynech, whilst  digging  at  the  root  of  a  plum-tree,  four  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground. 

2.  Ancient  ring  fonnd  at  Llanymynech. 

Iron: — 
Presented  by  (6)  Rev.  D.  P.  Lewis,  Vicar  of  Guilsfield  (1871), 
1.  Fragment  of  a  sword  found  at  Ghiervawr  in  the  late  Vicar  Lux- 

moore's  time. 

Presented  by  (6)  William  Fisher,  Maesfron  (1871). 

1.  Part  of  a  sword  found  on  Offa's  Dyke  near  Llandrinio. 

2.  Another  found  near  Pool  Quay  when  the  Cambrian  Railway 
was  being  made. 

Presented  by  (2)  E.  Rowley  Morris  (1870). 
2.  Part  of  a  sword  fonnd  near  Newtown. 

Presented  by  (7)  Edward  Hamer  (1870). 
1.  A  pikehead  found  at  Llanidloes. 

*  Each  donor's  name  has  a  large  number  prefixed,  and  each  of  his  dona- 
tions is  numbered  consecutively  with  a  small  number.  This  is  done  for  the 
identification  of  each  donation  when  ^ey  shall  be  properly  arranged  here- 
after. 
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Presented  bj  (1)  M.  C.  Johbs,  (1870). 

4.  A  rapier  found  at  Dolforwyn  Castle  near  Newtown. 

5.  A  battle-axe,  alleged  to  have  been  found  near  Oswestiy,  bnt 
whicli  is  pronounced  to  be  a  modem  antique. 

Stohb  : — 

Presented  by  (8)  Rev.  O.  Edwards,  Rector  of  Llangadfan  (187i). 

1.  A  stone  hatchet,  found  at  Llangadfan. 

2.  An  ancient  quern,  found  at  Llangadfan. 

3.  Two  tiles  from  off  the  old  church. 

Presented  by  (9)  W.  Boyd  Dawkins,  P.R.S.  (1870). 
1.  A  stone  implement  found  on  Breiddyn  Hill. 

Presented  by  (10)  T.  W.  Hancock  (1870). 

1.  Two  ancient  spindle  whorls  found  at  Llanrhaiadr. 

Presented  by  (7)  Edwahd  Hambr  (1870). 

2.  One  ancient  spindle  whorl  found  on  the  g^unds  of  Cwm-bjr- 
Nant  farm,  in  the  parish  of  Trefeglwys. 

Presented  by  (11)  Rev.  J.  J.  Tubnbb,  M.A.  (1871). 

1.  Another  found  near  Pentreheylin,  in  the  parish  of  Llandisilio. 

Presented  by  (2)  E.  R.  Mobbis. 

3.  Fragment  of  carved  stone  from  the  site  of  Strata  Marcella 
Abbey. 

Presented  by  (1)  Mobbis  C.  Jones. 

6.  The  like  from  Buttington  Hall  Chapel. 

Presented  by  (6)  William  Fisher. 
3  to  7.  Four  trays  containing  a  large  number  of  geological  speci- 
mens. 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Presented  by  (12)  William  Mobbis  (1870). 
1.  Piece  of  Gibraltar  rock.  2.  Piece  of  rock  from  Galliciichj, 
East  Indies,  South  Arcot  district.  3.  Piece  of  marble  from  Syria. 
4.  Ordinary  flooring'  mosaic  from  the  city  of  Ephesus  (1870).  5. 
Mosaic  from  the  top  of  St.  Sophia,  Constantinople  (1870).  6.  Silk 
pod  gathered  from  a  tree  at  Guddalore,  near  Madras,  East  Indies 
(1869). 

Presented  by  (7)  Edwabd  Hameb  (1870). 
8.  Fragment  of  Samian  ware  found  at  Gaersws. 

Presented  by  (4)  Miss  Luxmoobb  (1870). 
8.  Bowl  of  ancient  tobacco-pipe. 

Presented  by  (13)  The  Misses  Evans,  Greenside  House,  Wavertree, 
Liverpool  (1871). 
1.  An  ancient  Boman  lamp  found  at  Pompeii. 
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Presented  bj  (14)  Miss  Matthews. 

1.  Cinerary  urn  or  drinking  cup  fonnd  at  Aberbechan,  Mont- 
gomeryshire (see  Mont.  OoZZ.,  vol.  iii,  p.  426) ;  and  photographs  of 
three  others  foond  in  Wales. 

Presented  by  (16)  Henby  Parry,  Newtown  and  Welshpool  ExprjBse. 

1.  Ancient  oak  carving,  with  inscription,  ^^  Moliard-ir-Arglydd^^ 
(Praise  the  Lord). 

Coins,  Baman^  fonnd  in  Montgomeryshire : 

Presented  by  (4)  Miss  Luxmoore. 

4.  Coin  fonnd  on  Breiddin  Hill  in  1863,  '^  3  brass,  Constantine 
tbe  Younger." 

Presented  by  (16)  Richard  Gillabt. 

1.  Silver  coin,  one  of  those  found  at  Cilhaul,  Trefeglwys  (see 
Mont,  ColLj  vol.  iii,  p.  417.) 

Presented  by  (17)  Capt.  Crewe  Read,  RN. 

1.  Coin  found  at  Caersws,  "a  second  brass  coin  of  Titus  or  Ves- 
pasian, very  much  defaced." 

Presented  by  (18)  Richard  Williams,  Newtown. 

1.  Brass  coin  found  at  Domen  Mill,  Welshpool,  very  much  de- 
faced, either  ''  Hadrian  or  Commodus." 

2^8.  Two  small  colonial  brass  coins,  also  fonnd  there. 

Other  Coins  found  in  Montgomeryshire  :— 

Presented  by  (19)  Rev.  J.  E.  Hill,  Vicar  of  Welshpool  (1870). 

1.  Nuremberg  token,  found  in  Welshpool  Church  during  its 
restoration  in  1870. 

Presented  by  (20)  John  Jones,  Parish  Clerk  (1870). 

1.  French  Jeton. 

2.  Nuremberg  token. 

3.  to  5.  Three  seventeenth  century  tokens  of  Charles  Humphreys, 
town  illegible.    Also  found  in  Welshpool  Church. 

Presented  by  (7)  Edward  Hamer  (1870). 

4.  Silver  penny,  Edward  I,  found  at  Llanidloes. 
6.  Half  crown,  James  II  (1785). 

6.  Llanidloes  penny  token  "  Glanclywedog  factory"  (1813). 

Presented  by  (21)  Rev.  Augustus  Field,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Pool 

Quay  (1871). 
1.  Copper  penny  token,  ''London,  Liverpool,  and  Anglesea," 
found  at  Elm  Cottage,  Welshpool. 

Presented  by  (4)  Miss  Luxmoore  (1870). 

5.  Copper  coin,  "  Henricus  Francorum  et  Navar.  Rex." 
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Presented  by  (1)  Morris  G.  Jones  (1870). 

7.  Llanfyllin  token,  Oh.^  **  goat  passant ; "  Legend^  Walter  Grif- 

fithes  of;  Bev.^  Llanvyllinge,  bis  ^  peny  ^  ^ 

8.  Welsbpool  token,  ^'Bicbard  Griffiths,  comer  shop,  Welsh- 
pool," sbilling  token. 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Presented  by  (1)  Morris  C.  Jones  (1871). 

Edward  I.  (9  to  14).  Three  Silver  Pennies  (see  Ruding*s 
Annala  of  the  Coinage  ofGhreat  Britain^  1840,  plate  iii,  fig.  1)  ;  also  two 
Scotch  coins ;  also  a  Danish  coin  (part  of  a  large  number  found  at 
Glosebum,  Dumfriesshire). 

Edward  III.  (15).  Groat,  Anglo-Gallic,  "  VUla  Caleaie,''  Calais 
(see  Buding,  plate  iii,  figs.  7  and  10). 

Elizabeth.     (16).  Threepence,  1575. 

Charles  I.  (17).  Shilling,  base  metal,  clipped  (see  Buding, 
plate  xxvi,  fig.  6) ;  (18).  "  Twenty  pence"  (ibid.,  plate  xli,  fig.  17). 

Charles  II.  (19).  Silver  Groat,  1679;  (20).  The  like,  1680; 
(21).  Threepence,  1678;  (22).  The  like,  date  illegible. 

James  II.     (23).  Fourpenny  piece,  1680. 

WiUiam  III.    (24).  Crown,  1696;    (25-7).  Three  Sixpences,  1696. 

Anne.     (28).  Sixpence,  date  illegible. 

George  I.     (29).  ShilUng,  1720. 

George  11.  (30).  Crown;  (31).  Sixpence,  1746;  (32).  Three- 
pence, 1760 ;  (33).  Farthing,  1754. 

George  m.  (34).  Sixpence,  1787 ;  (35).  Bank  Token,  Three 
Shillings,  1811;  (36).  The  like,  1813;  (37).  Bank  Token,  Ten- 
pence,  Irish,  1813 ;  (38).  The  like,  Fivepence,  1805 ;  (39).  Token, 
"K.  George  and  Q.  Charlotte,  crowned,"  1761;  (40).  North  Wales 
Halfpenny,  1795. 

Victoria.  Silver  (41).  Twopence,  1848;  (42).  The  like,  1838; 
(43).  Threehalfpence,1843;  (44).  Penny,  1844;  (45).  Penny,  1840- 
Copper,  (46-7).  Two  Model  Pennies;  (48).  Manx  Farthing,  1839; 
(49).  Half-farthing  ;  (50).  New  Brunswick  Penny  Token,  1843. 

Sundries.  Silver.  (51).  Coin,  "Isabel";  (52).  "Hamburgh"; 
(53).  Persian  Coin;  (54).  East  India  Coin;  (55).  Philip  V  of 
Spain;  (56).  Louis  XYI  of  France;  (57).  Belgium,  five  centimes; 
(58).  French  Bepublic,  1851,  twenty  centimes;  (59).  United  States 
ofAmerica,  1839,  half-dime;  (60).  Bils ton  Shilling  Token.  Copper. 
(61).  United  States  Coin,  "  Washington  and  Independence,"  1783 ; 
(62).  Irish  Token,  E.  Stephens,  Dublin;  (63).  Manx  Halfpenny, 
"  Sans  changer,"  1733. 

Presented  by  (22)  J.  Beginald  Eyans,  Liverpool  (1871). 
James  I.     (1).  Sixpence  (see  Buding,  plate  xvi,  fig.  4). 

Presented  by  (23)  J.  Prtcb  Davies,  Bronfelyn  (1871). 
Henry  V.     (1.)  Groat  (see  Buding,  plate  iv,  fig.  9). 
Elizabeth.     (2.)  Sixpence,  1567. 
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Charles  II.  (3.)  Grroa,t  (see  Ruding,  plate  xxxiv,  fig.  15). 
WiUiam  III.  (4.)  Halfcrown,  1696:  (5.)  Sixpence,  1700. 
Anne.     (6.)  Shilling,  1711. 

George  II.     (7.)  Shilling,  1758  ;  (8.)  Sixpence,  1767. 
George  III.     (9.)  Shilling,  1787. 

Presented  by  (16)  Richard  Gillaet,  Ujnlloedd. 

William  III.     (2.)  Sixpence,  1696. 

Anne.     (3.)  Halfcrown,  1709. 

George  IV.     (4.)  Colonial,  «  Brittan.  Monef."  1822. 

Miscellaneons.  (5.)  German  Coin,  1828;  (6.)  Guernsey,  "Four 
Doubles,"  1830;  (7.)  United  States,  1831;  (8.)  Quarter-farthing 
(model),  1848;  (9.)  Token,  oh.,  "John  of  Ghiunt,  Duke  of  Lan- 
easter"~ret;.,  "Halfpenny,  1794." 

Presented  by  (20)  Mr.  John  Jones,  Welshpool. 
(6  and  7).  Two  Jetons  of  Louis  XIV. 
(8  and  9).  Two  Halfpennies  of  William  HI. 
(10,  11,  and  12).  Three  Nuremberg  Tokens. 
(13  and  14).  Two  Farthings,  Charles  II,  "  Carolus  a  Carolo." 
(16).  One  Reading  Token,  "  Henry  Boad,  1664." 

The  above  ten  coins  were  found  at  Reading  Abbey. 

Presented  by  (24)  Willum  Habgbeayss,  Liverpool. 

William  and  Mary.     (1.)  Halfpenny,  1694. 

George  II.     (2.)  Halfpenny,  1751;  (3.)  Farthing,  1736. 

George  III.  {4,)  Twopenny  piece,  1797;  (5.)  Penny  piece; 
(6.)  Manx  Penny,  1786 ;  (7.)  Manx  Halfpenny,  1818  ;  (8.)  Farthing 
(Irish),  1806. 

Books  : — 
Presented  by  (26)  Society  op  Antiquabies  of  London  (1870-1). 
(1.)  Proceedifigsj  2nd  Series,  vols,  i  to  iv. 

Presented  by  (2)  E.  R.  Moeris  (1870). 
(4.)  Autobiography  of  Richard  Davies,  the  Welshpool  Quaker. 

Presented  by  (26)  T.  G.  Jones,  Llansantffraid. 
(1.)  Camden's  Britannia^  1695. 
(2.)  Breeches  Bible. 

(3.)  Old  Welsh  Bible  (first  edition  of  present  version),  formerly 
in  use  in  Llansantffraid  parish  church. 

Presented  by  (1)  Morris  C.  Jones. 
(64.)  History  of  Wales,  and  Topographical  Notes.     By  Richard 
Llwyd  of  Llanerchbrochwel  (1832). 
(65.)  Dovaston's  Poems  (1825). 
(66.)  Life  of  Henry  VIIL   By  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbury  (1740). 

Drawings  : — 

Presented  by  (30)  David  Walor. 

(1  and  2.)  Carved  Oak-Screen  in  Llanwnog,  two  views. 
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Ancient  Deeds  and  Documents,  etc.  : — 

Presented  by  (27)  Rev.  W.  V.  Lloyd,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S.  (1870). 

1.  A.D.  1675. — ^Autograph  of  John  Newton  of  Ueightley,  with  seal  of 
arms. 

2.  A.D.  1687.— Original  Will  of  Richard  Jones  of  Llwynririd,  father  of 
Edward  Jones,  D^D.,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  in  1692,  with  autograph  and 
seal. 

3.  A.D.  1692. — Autograph  and  episcopal  seal  of  Edward  Jones,  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph. 

4.  A.D.  1693. — Autographs  of  Alexander  Middleton  of  Middleton,  Vau- 
ghan  Devereux  of  Nantcribba  (ancestor  of  Viscount  Hereford),  Rev.  Peter 
Lloyd,  vicar  of  Forden,  etc. 

5.  Impression  from  an  ancient  seal  of  the  arms  of  ^^  Lloyd  of  Harrington 
Marton,"  etc.,  parish  of  Chirbury,  &a,  three  nags'  head  eraud  at,  (in  the 
possession  of  the  late  Mrs.  Humphreys  of  WaJcot,  n%e  Lloyd). 

Presented  by  (28)  Howel  W.  Lloyd  (1870). 

I.  Ancient  Lease,  or  tack  note. 

Presented  by  (29)  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  F.S.A.  (1870). 

1  to  7.  Temp.  James  I.  Seven  ancient  deeds  relating  to  property  in 
Trefeglwys. 

8.  5  Sept.,  1616.— Grant  by  William  Penryn  of  Rysnant,  to  John  Jeffrey 
of  Rysnant,  of  land  in  township  of  Rhandregynwen. 

9.  31  May,  1623. — Grant  from  John  Thomas  of  Llangyricke  and  others, 
to  Hugh  David  Vaughan,  of  land  in  Llangyricke. 

10.  1626.— Grant  of  land  in  Trevegloes. 

II.  2  Charles  I  (7  Sept.).  Chirograph  of  fine  relating  to  property  be- 
longing to  — ^—  Ingram. 

12.  10  April,  1634.— Grant  by  William  Harbert  of  Rhyd  y  Gavon,  to 
Richard  Ligram,  of  ^^  a  messuage  where  one  Frances  Wosman  lived"  in 
Treveglwys. 

13.  26  April,  1655.— Chirograph  of  fine,  Derwas  Griffith,  complainant, 
and  Richard  Price  and  Blanch  his  wife,  deforciants,  of  lands  in  Llanvaire. 
To  it  is  affixed  the  seal  of  **  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,"  etc.,  **  deputed  for  the  sealing  of  writs  for  the  county  afore- 
said," bearing  a  simple  cross  on  a  shield. 

14.  15  Oct.,  1562.— Enfeoffment  from  Edward  Evans  of  Rhyd  y  Carw, 
Esq.,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  to  Richard  Ingram,  of  Glanhafren,  in  parish  of 
Llanidloes,  of  land,  etc.,  in  "  Trevegloes." 

15.  Oct.  1662. — Bond  from  same  to  same. 

16.  Feb.  1664. — Probate  of  Nuncupative  will  of  William  Jenkin  of 
Trefeglwys,  gent. 

17.  29  March,  1668. — Chirograph  of  fine,  wherein  William  Herbert  was 
complainant,  and  Jenkin  Lewis,  deforciant,  of  land  in  Maestudgwynnen. 

18.  31  January,  1686. — ^Marriage  settlement  of  John  Davis,  of  Cwmgorror 
and  Castle,  with  Mary  Thomas. 

19.  12  January,  1722. — Mortgage  from  Humphrey  Jones  to  John  Jones, 
of  messuage  and  land  in  Llanrhaiadr  called  Glastiem. 

20.  20  March— 24  George  11  (1760).  Chirograph  of  fine,  in  which 
Edward  Herbert  was  plaintiff,  and  Mary  Hickman,  spinster,  Judith  Cathe- 
rine Blayney,  widow,  Edward  Whittle,  clerk,  and  Arabella  his  wife,  defor- 
ciants of  land,  etc.,  in  Montgomery. 

21.  17  May,  1704. — Letter  from  Morgan  Humphreys  to  "  Madam  Bridget 
Mostyn  at  Aberhiriath." 
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21.  Case  (for  opinion  of  counsel)  about  Mr.  Mostyn's  personal  estate. 

22.  1  Feb.  1713.— Letter  from  Wm.  Pughe  to  "ye  honored  Mrs.  Bridget 
Mostyn  at  Aberhirieth." 

23.  14  Dec.  1720. — Mortgage  demise  by  Matthew  Pryce  of  Guesteed, 
gent.,  to  Rowland  Jenks,  of  land,  etc.,  in  Aberhavesp.     Seal,  a  lion  ramp. 

Presented  by  (17)  Capt.  Crewe  Read,  R.N.  (1870). 

2.  25  Charles  11. — Original  appointment  bv  Earl  and  Marquess  of  Wor- 
cester, to  ThomaB  Brown,  as  Muster  Master  of  Montgomeryshire. 

3.  16  April,  1671.— The  like  by  Earl  of  Carberry  to  same. 

4.  25  Charles  11,  23  Oct. — ^Appointment  of  John  Read  as  deputy  by 
Thomas  Brown. 

5.  1758. — Dr.  Pavell  to  Edward,  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  arbitration 
bond  (seal). 

6.  15  April,  1673.— Edward,  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbury  to  John  Read. 
Grant  of  recordership  of  Chirbury. 

7.  15  April,  1673. — Same  to  same.  ^^  Commission  for  Gierke  oi  the 
Peace  for  Montgomeryshire." 

8.  Same  date.    Same  to  same.    Letter  of  attorney. 

9.  14  and  15  June,  1675  —  Lease  and  release  from  Edward,  Lord  Herbert 
of  Chirbury,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  to  John  Read,  of  lands  in  Llandinam, 
Trefeglwys,  and  Llanidloes. 

10.  15  June,  1675. — ^Revocation  of  powers  of  settlement  by  Edward, 
Lord  Herbert. 

11.  1673. — "Articles  between  Francis  Fitzherbert  aforesaid  for  Pen- 
rythlan.'' 

12.  1673. — A  copy  of  a  release  from  Mr.  Porter  and  his  wife  Priscilla, 
natural  daughter  of  Edward,  Lord  Herbert." 

13.  1678.— Henry,  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbury,  to  John  Read  Grant  of 
the  recordership  of  Chirbury. 

14.  1682. — Same  to  same.  Letter  of  attorney  to  receiye  rents  of  the  lands 
of  the  late  Mr.  Coningsby  Williams. 

15.  1678. — Release  from  Lady  Elizabeth  Herbert,  of  right  to  administer 
to  her  husband,  Edward  Lord  Herbert. 

16.  28  May,  1679.— Release  from  same  to  John  Read. 

17.  1679. — Ditto.     Letter  of  attorney  to  John  Read. 

18.  1686.— Lady  E.  Herbert  (afterwards  Countess  of  **Insiquin")  release 
to  John  Read. 

19.  1693.— Deed  from  Lady  E.  Herbert  (nearly  illegible). 

20.  1692. — ^William,  Earl  of  '*  L[isequin,"  to  John  Read,  power  of  attorney. 

21.  1692. — Copy  Lady  "  Lisequin's"  power  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Shipcott. 

22.  1701.—"  Release  from  Lady  Inchiquin  to  Mr.  Read." 

23.  1684. — '^  The  total  of  the  estate  of  the  three  co-heiresses  of  John, 
late  Earl  of  Rochester." 

24.  1689. — Charles,  Lord  Howard,  to  John  Read,  release. 

25.  1689. — John  Read  and  Thomas  Davies,  agent  (draft). 

26.  170.^. — Rental  of  Lisburne  estate  in  the  county  of  Alontgomery. 

27.  1705.— John,  Lord  Lisburn,  to  John  Read,  power  of  attorney. 

28.  June  14, 1705. — Account  of  fines  due  to  Lord  Lisburne. 

Most  of  them  contain  armorial  seals,  as  well  as  autograph  signatures. 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  DONORS  TO  THE  POWYS-LAND 

MUSEUM. 


Antiquaries,  Society  of,  London 

Davies,  J.  Pryce 

Dawkina,  W.  Boyd,  F.R.S. 

Edward,  Rev.  G. 

Evans,  The  Misses 

Evans,  J.  Reginald 

Field,  Rev.  Augustus 

Fisher,  William 

Gillart,  Richard 

Hamer,  Edward 

Hancock,  T.  W. 

Haiigreaves,  William 

Hill,  Rev.  J.  E. 

Jones,  John 

Jones,  Morris  C. 


Jones,  T.  G. 
Lewis,  Rev.  D.  P. 
Lloyd,  Howel,  W. 
Lloyd,  Rev.  W.  V. 
Luimoore,  Miss 
Matthews,  Miss 
Morris,  E.  R. 
Morris,  William 
Parry,  Henry 
Reade,  Capt.  Crewe 
Turner,  Rev.  J.  J. 
Walker,  David 
Williams,  J.  Graham 
Williams,  Richard 
Wynne,  W.  W.  E. 


The/ollamng  Documents  and  Articles  were  exhibited  at  the  Fourth 
Annual  Meeting: — 

Exhibited  by  the  Earl  op  Powis. 

Original  autograph  letters  and  documents  to  Edward,  the  celebrated 
Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbory,  during  his  embassy  to  France. 

7  May,  1619.— Original  "  Jnstructiotu  for  our  triistie  and  wil-b^towd 
S^  Edipard  Herberty  our  ambassador  wth  the  French  Ein^"  headed  by 
James  the  First's  autograph  signature. 

^  14  April,  1623.— Original  recall  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  ambasBador  to 
France,  with  James  the  First's  autograph  signature  prefixed. 

15  April. — Copy  James  the  First's  letter  to  the  French  king. 

13  June,  1G20.— Autograph  letter  from  ''G.  Cant."  (Abbot,  Aichbiahop 
of  Canterbury). 
9  June,  1620. — Autograph  letter  from  Lord  Kensington. 
28  Dec.  1620.  „  „        „     Eari  of  Arundel. 

6  Feb.  1620.  „  „        „     "  Nicoles." 

16  June,  1622.  „  „        „    **  Annie  Middlesex,"  wife  of  the 

Lord  Treasurer. 
22  March,  1626.        „  „        „    **  Ri.  Newport  and  4  oth«BL»' 

8  May,  1627.  „  „        „    "James ofCulros." 

^  January,  1637.     „  „        „     Rothes. 

A  series  of  eighteen  autograph  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Lennox,  commencing  Ist  March,  1619,  and  ending  16th  Norember^ 
1628,  and  on  private  affairs,  with  frequent  allusions  to  the  projected 
Spanish  marriage. 

Four  autograph  letters  from  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  his  "  most  affectionate 
cousin";  three  biing  letters  of  introduction. 

24  Dec.  1619.— Interesting  autograph  letter  from  Lord  Doncaster,  am- 
bassador to  the  Hsigue. 
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4  Sept.  1619. — Interesting  autograph  letter  from P 

„      1623. — Autograph  letter  from Parr. 

8  July,  1621.  „  „        „      Secretary  George  Calvert. 

10  April,  1620. — ^Minutes  of  Privy  Council. 

„        1620. — Account  of  John  Burgh,  shewing  amount  due  to  Lord 
Herbert. 

29  March,  1619. — ^Receipted  bill  for  material  for  making  robes  for  Knight 
of  the  Bath. 

20  May,  1621.— Account  of  Wffliam  Boswell. 

„      1619. — Particulars  of  allowance  to  Lord  Herbert,  as  ambassador 
to  France. 

Twelve  copy  or  draft  despatches  or  letters  in  Lord  Herbert's  autograph  to 
Sec.  Calvert. 

Twenty  similar  documents  to  French  officials,  and  in  that  language. 

1619.  Autograph  letter  from  Heidelburg. 

Exhibited  by  the  Countess  Vane. 

Jaw  of  a  dog,  found  fourteen  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  Avon. 

Specimen  of  antediluvian  shellfish,  found  at  Cocklebury. 

Fossil  wood  honey  suckle. 

Buck's  trotter  dug  out  of  blue  clay,  twelve  feet  below  the  surface  at  the 
river  Avon. 

Part  of  fossil  tree. 

Petrified  fungus. 

Aerolites. 

Tooth  of  horse,  found  in  clay. 

Part  of  buckhom,  found  twelve  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river  Avon. 

Bone  also  found  there. 

Antediluvian  oyster  found  in  gravel  at  Draycot. 

Piece  of  lace-tree. 

Ancient  pit  and  chased  spur,  found  in  1865  at  the  Van  Mine,  whilst  ex- 
cavating at  nine  feet  from  surface,  on  Mandcll  farm. 

Ancient  vase  found  at  Aberfrydlan  in  Llanwrin,  enamelled  with  gold  and 
silver  in  floral  designs. 

Exhibited  by  Wm.  Wilding,  Montgomery. 

(Without  date). — Ancient  deed  from  William  Everard  to  John,  son  of 
Pvterof  Eyton. 

S.D.— Ancient  grant  from  Simon  Aylward  to  his  son  John. 

March,  1646. — Case  with  autograph  opinions  of  Counsellors  Hall,  Brad- 
shawe,  Maynard,  and  Whitelock. 

Blank  passport  from  Privy  Council,  with  autographs  of  I^rd  Bacon,  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  E&tIr  of  Leycester  and  Pembroke,  Sir  F.  Knollys,  and 
Sir  W.  Cecill. 

24  June,  1609. — The  King's  warrant  for  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  having 
a  deer  annually  from  Mochcu'e  forest. 

26  April,  1640. — MS.  reports  of  Parliamentary  Debates. 

1605.  3  James  I.  Proceedings  before  the  Council  of  the  I^larches  of 
Wales  temp.  James  I. 

Curious  gold  coin :  one  of  the  early  British  coins  uninscribed. 

Exhibited  by  Richard  Gillart,  Llynlloedd. 

Ancient  Dictionary,  1578. 

Llanfyllin  Quarter  Sessions  Proceedings,  1679. 

Work  by  Francis  Bacon. 

Stono  ^lallct  found  in  Anglesca. 
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Exhibited  by  the  Chevalier  Lloyd,  of  Clochfaen. 
DanlBh  Drinking  Horn,  captured  by  Cynrig  ap  Rhiwallon,  Lord  of 
Bromiield,  from  the  Danes,  a.d.  1073. 

^^  There  is  a  curious  tradition  in  the  Chevalier's  family  connected  with  this 
interesting  and  valuable  relic.  When  the  family  took  their  meals,  the 
doors  were  thrown  open  for  anv  one  who  was  hungry  to  enter,  and  no 
question  was  asked  as  to  who  the  guest  might  be.  But  after  the  repast 
this  horn  used  to  be  brought  fiUed  with  metheglin,  and  passed  from 
one  person  to  another.  Each  person  was  obliged  to  drink  to  the  health 
of  the  head  of  the  house ;  if  a  guest  passed  the  horn  without  drinking, 
he  was  supposed  to  be  an  enemy  of  the  house,  and  was  expected  to 
take  his  leave,  and  after  he  had  been  allowed  to  proceed  a  nule  on  his 
way,  he  was  pursued,  and  if  possible,  captured." 

Exhibited  by  Elijah  Fryce  of  Liverpool. 
The  Hatchment  of  Edward  Fryce,  Esq.,  of  Bucklersbury,  London. 

Exhibited  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Evans,  Rector  of  Llanfihangel. 
Six  Coins  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  clippings  of  coins. 

**They  were  found  in  the  thatch  of  a  house  at  Bwlchycibau  (where  the 
church  now  stands),  occupied,  about  1680-90,  by  one  Evan  Griffiths. 
Tradition  says  that  it  was  the  meeting-place  of  the  lawless  of  the 
neighbouring  localities,  who,  among  other  misdeeds,  compelled  the 
farmers  and  others  to  give  up  any  money  they  might  receive  to  undergo 
the  process  of  clipping.  The  coins  were  then  returned,  and  the  clip- 
pings melted  down.  Eventually,  Evan  Griffiths  was  brought  to  justice 
and  executed.'* 

Three  Coins  of  Charles  I. 

Coin  of  one  of  the  Edwards,  found  in  Llanfihangel  Church  when  it  was 
rebuilt  in  1862. 

A  Silver  Seal,  bearing  the  insignia  of  Einion  Efell,  party  per  feBS  m.  and 
ar.  a  lion  ramp,  counterchanged. 

A  Bronze  Seal,  found  in  1865  at  Tomen-y-Mardy,  in  Llanrhaiadr,  bear- 
ing a  lion  passant. 

Exhibited  by  R.  S.  Fbrrot,  Bronhyddon. 

An  ancient  Silver  Cup,  belonging  to  one  of  his  ancestors,  with  the 
armorial  coat  of  Idnerth  Benfras  engraved  upon  it. 
A  five-guinea  piece,  Charles  11  ^683). 
A  two-sovereign  piece,  George  II  (1769). 
An  old  Copper  Coin. 

Exhibited  by  J.  Prtoe  Da  vies,  Fronfelyn. 

A  Gold  Coin,  **  an  angel." 
A  curious  Focket  Brass  Sun-Dial. 

An  Armorial  Mug,  with  the  arms  of  the  **  Jones  of  Garthrayl"  upon  it, 
sa,  three  nags'  heads  erased  ar. 

Exhibited  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Jomks,  R.  C.  Church,  Welshpool. 

Silver  Fenny  of  Edward  II. 
Queen  Anne's  Sixpence,  1709. 

A  beautiful  and  rare  Roman  Gold  Coin,  foimd  at  Cherbourg,  in  France, 
**  Tiberius" 
A  Farthing,  ''  Carolus  a  Carolo,"  1673. 
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A  Medal  of  St.  Bruno  from  the  **  crand  ChartreuBe." 
Two  Medals  of  ''  S.  Petrus  and  S.  Taulns." 

Ancient  Cross  (from  Borne),  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl,  with  the  Cruci- 
fixion rudely  carved  thereon. 

A  small  Silver  Locket,  containing  '*  relics  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul." 

Exhibited  by  Richard  Williams,  Newtown. 

Groat  of  Henry  IV. 

Half-Groat  of  Edward  IV. 

Quarter-Shilling,  Shilling  (1575),  and  Shilling  (1582),  of  Elizabeth. 

Halfpenny  of  Charles  II. 

Half-crown  of  William  and  Mary,  Half-crown  of  William  III. 

Shilling  of  Anne. 

Small  Oriental  Brass  Coin. 

Bronze  Ring,  an  ancient  medium  of  currency. 

Welshpool  £1  Bank-Note,  dated  3rd  January,  1814. 

Four  other  Coins. 

Exhibited  by  Morbis  C.  Jones. 
Two  ancient  Spanish  Carvings :  subjects — **•  The  Bark  of  St.  Peter,"  and 
'^  Samuel  hewing  Agag  into  pieces." 
A  Brazen  Pish. 

Exhibited  by  J.  R.  Ormsbt  Gorb,  Esq.,  M.P. 

The  Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Tanat  of  Abertanat,  containing  ninety- 
six  emblazoned  Shields  of  Arms,  dated  1749. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POWYS-LAND  MUSEUM  COMMITTEK 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Meeting  to  report  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  establishing  a  local  museum,  and  for  receiving  any 
archaeological  objects  that  might  be  offered,  have  received  a  number 
of  donations,  which  have  been  exhibited  to  the  fourth  Annual  Meeting. 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  permanent  building  for  the  museum  has 
yet  to  be  overcome,  but  it  is  believed  a  temporary  depositoiy  can  be 
obtained  until  the  collection  attains  such  dimensions  as  to  require 
much  space. 

The  Committee  have  associated  with  itself  gentlemen  and  ladies 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  forming  them  into  local  committees, 
.by  which  organisation  it  is  hoped  the  scheme  will  be  fostered  and 
ultimately  carried  out. 

As  locsd  antiquities  must  necessarily  be  of  limited  numbers,  it  is  not 
proposed  to  confine  the  museum  to  them,  but  to  include  any  general 
objects  of  interest  which  may  be  offered,  and  which  will  serve  to  illus- 
trate the  archaeology  and  natural  history  of  the  district.  Therefore, 
general  archaeological  objects,  and  also  geological,  botanical  and  zoo- 
logical specimens,  will  be  gladly  received. 

It  is  evident  that  if  private  collectors  would  yield  their  treasured 
relics,  found  in  the  county,  to  the  museum,  there  would  be  at  once  a 
very  respectable  and  valuable  collection  formed,  which  would  be  an 
honour  to,  and  the  boast  of,  the  county. 

All,  unfortimately,  do  not  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light,  but  the 
general  opinion  is  that  the  national  relics  in  private  collections  lose 
more  them  half  their  value.  The  public  cannot,  of  course,  have  free 
access  to  them,  and  experts  have  not  the  same  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing them,  and  comparing  them  with  other  similar  specimens,  as  they 
would  if  they  were  deposited  in  a  public  museum. 

The  private  owner  may  have  as  much  (if  not  more)  enjoyment  of 
his  favourite  relics  when  they  are  deposited  in  a  public  museum,  as 
when  locked  up  in  his  secret  depositories ;  and  in  the  former  case  he 
would  extend  the  enjoyment  to  aQ,  and  to  very  many  who  possess  not 
the  same  means  or  opportunites  as  he  himself  had  in  acquiring  such 
luxuries. 

However  small  the  beginning  may  be,  a  nucleus  has  been  formed, 
and  the  Powys-land  Museum  is  established,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Members,  it  is  confidently  hoped  it  will  rapidly  grow  into  a  valu- 
able collection. 
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The  exhibition  of  archseological  articles  of  local  interest,  at  the  two 
last  Meetings,  has  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  it  may  promote  the 
objects  for  which  the  Club  was  established,  and  foster  the  taste  for 
the  study  of  arclueology  in  the  district,  if  a  more  general  and  exten- 
sive exhibition  were  held  in  the  autumn  of  next  year. 

If  this  idea  be  found  to  be  practicable,  the  carrying  of  it  out  may, 
besides  forwarding  the  particular  objects  of  the  Club,  be  productive  of 
a  beneficial  influence  on  the  neighbourhood,  and  tend  to  raise  the 
tastes  of,  whilst  it  would  afford  an  innocent  means  of  enjoyment  for, 
the  inhabitants  of  Powys-land, 
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OBITUARY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  POWYS-LAND  CLUR 


1869. 
Jan.  29.      Charles  Thomas  Woosnam,  Esq.,  Newtown. 
May  23.      Edward  Williams,  Esq.,  Lloran  House,  Oswestry. 

1870. 
May  15.      Major-General  Charles  Thomas  Edward  Hinde,  late  of 
Plas  Madoc,  Denbighshire. 

Oct.  30.      Rev.  John  Edwards,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Newtown ;  Member 
of  the  Council. 

Nov.  16.     Rev.  Harry  Longurville  Jones,  M.A.,  Editor  of  Archoe- 
olo^a  Cambrends. 
He  contributed  an  article  to  our  third  volume,  on  *'  The 
Antiquities  of  Montgomeryshire." 

1871. 
Feb.  26.      Sir  Baldwin  Lbighton,  Bart.,  Loton  Park,  Salop. 
Mar.  3.       Edward  Evans,  Esq.,  Thomeloe  House,  Worcester. 

Mar.  24.      Pryce  Buckley  Willlams,  Esq.,  Pennant ;  Member  of  the 
Council, 

April  24.     George  Woosnam,  Esq.,  Newtown. 

Jime  21.     William  Pryce  Yearsley,  Esq.,  Welshpool. 

July  23.     Arthur  James  Johnes,  Esq.,  Garthmyl. 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL, 

(Strata  Marcella)  or  Pola. 

By  morris  CHARLES  JONES,  F.S.A. 

"  Bonum  est  nos  hie  esse,  quia  homo  vivit  puriiis,  cadit  rariils, 
siirgit  velociuSyiTficedit  cautius,  quiescit  seeurius,  moritur  felidiis, 
purgatur  citius,  prcemiatur  eopiosius,'' — Beenaed.^ 


Situation, — This  abbey  was  situated  in  the  township 
of  Gungrog-fawr,  in  the  parish  of  Pool,  Montgomery- 
shire, and  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Severn,  and 
about  two  miles  and  a-half  east  of  the  town  of  Welsh- 
pool. 

Not  a  vestige  of  it  now  remains.  The  site,  marked 
by  being  called  the  "  Abbey  Bank,"  is  situate  near  a 
point  wnere  the  Severn,  the  turnpike-road  leading 
from  Welshpool  to  Oswestry,  and  the  western  branch 
of  the  Montgomeryshire  canal  come  into  near  juxta- 
position. The  abbey  stood  in  what  is  now  a  field, 
bounded  by  the  Severn  and  the  turnpike-road,  in  which 
there  are  a  few  apple-trees,  which  are  said  to  be  on  the 
site  of  the  abbey  garden.  There  are  some  slight  ridges 
in  the  field  like  terraces,  but  whether  they  mark  the 
site  of  the  abbey  buUding,  or  only  indicate  where  an- 
cient fenc^  have  existed,  it  is  difficult  to  determine. 
A  few  fragments  of  red  sand-stone  can  be  picked  up  on 
the  site  of  the  abbey  church  ;  and  within  the  memory 
of  individuals  now  living  an  old  farm-house  stood  there, 
which  had  been  formed  out  of  its  ruins ;  but  no  view 

^  A  sentence  usually  inscribed  on  some  conspicuous  part  of  Cis- 
tercian houses.     Whitaker  8  History  of  WkaUey,  p.  61. 
VOL.  IV.  B 
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2  THE  ABBEY  OP  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

or  relic  has  been  discovered  from  which  its  extent  or 
the  character  of  its  architecture  can  be  recalled. 

Dugdale  states  that  the  abbey  was  a  wooden  struc- 
ture, which  accounts  for  its  total  disappearance,  but  it 
is  probable  the  abbey  church  was  built  of  stone. 

In  the  church  of  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Butting- 
ton  there  are  in  the  eastern  window  a  few  fragments  of 
stained  glass  which  are  said  to  have  come  from  the 
abbey.  The  font  in  that  church,  of  which  the  engraving 
is  a  representation,  is  reputed  to  have  been  formed  out 
of  the  capital  of  one  of  the  columns  in  the  Abbey 
Church.  It  had  long  remained  covered  with  plaster  ; 
but  in  the  restoration  of  Buttington  Church,  about 
thirty  years  ago,  it  was  stripped,  and  the  bold  and 
deeply  carved  foliage  came  to  light. 

It  has  been  pronoimced  by  competent  judges  to  be  of 
the  Early  English  style  of  architecture,  and  probably  of 
the  date  circa  1250.  This  lends  probability  to  the  tra- 
dition of  its  having  been  part  of,  or  belonging  to,  the 
church  of  the  abbey,  which  latter,  as  we  shall  hereafter 
see,  was  founded  in  11 70,  and  the  church  would  pro- 
bably be  built  in  the  succeeding  century.^ 

^  The  Rev.  John  Parker,  in  his  Architectural  DratvingSy  vol.  ii,  p. 
85,  makes  the  following  interesting  observations  respecting  this 
font : — 

"  This  beantifnl  relic  of  ancient  art  was  nntil  1838  so  thickly  coated 
with  plaster  and  whitewash  that  its  elegance  remained  a  secret,  and 
the  '  celata  virtus'  was  very  near  being  thrown  away  as  rubbish. 
It  is  a  most  exquisite  though  damaged  font  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, carved  with  scrupulous  adherence  to  style,  and  containing 
three  rows  of  gothic  foliage,  arranged  in  a  way  that  no  sculptor 
could  venture  to  improve.  The  general  design  has  a  resemblance  to 
the  capital  and  base  of  a  gothic  pillar,  the  shaft  being  of  course 
omitted.  The  curling  foliage,  of  which  the  central  row  bends  in  a 
different  direction  from  those  above  and  below  it,  conveys  a  beau- 
tiful effect  of  movement,  and  is  like  the  branches  of  a  tree,  or  the 
leaves  of  a  plant,  swaving  to  and  fro  in  the  wind.  The  pedestal 
on  which  it  is  raised  has,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  been  retouched  and 
somewhat  altered.  The  drawing  [from  which  the  engraving  is  taken] 
represents  it  as  it  was ;  there  are  two  blocks  of  pale  red  sandstone, 
such  as  the  neighbourhood  affords,  but  the  third,  which  contains 
the  bowl  of  the  font,  and  the  octagon  around  which  the  foliage  is 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MAKCHELL.  3 

The  carved  and  formerly  coloured  oak  roof  of  the 
chancel  of  Guilsfield  parish  church,  and  also  that  of  the 
chancel  of  Pool  parish  church,  are  also  said  to  have 
come  from  the  same  source ;  but  as  these  parishes,  then 
chapelries,  with  their  mother  church  of  Meifod,  belonged 
to  the  Abbey,  these  carved  oak  decorations  may  have 
been  remnants  of  the  monks'  skiU  and  taste. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  no  ruin,  or  remnant, 
or  view  of  this  religious-house  is  extant. 

Its  materials  have  been  made  available  for  utilitarian 
or  ignoble  purposes. 

"  Now  at  length  the  time  has  come,"  says  an  able 
writer,^  "when  a  changed  state  of  feeling  again  views 
such  ruins  as  sacred — sacred  to  departed  genius  and 
taste,  sacred  to  the  ever-living  beauty  of  grandeur  and 
repose,  sacred,  indeed,  to  yet  higher  and  holier  associa- 
tions, of  which  nothing  but  a  too  narrow  sectarianism 
would  forbid  the  indulgence." 

The  site  of  the  Abbey  was  well  selected,  and  was  a 
spot  quite  congenial  to  Cistercian  tastes.  "  A  copious 
stream  to  the  south,  a  moderate  expanse  of  rich  mea- 
dow, and  pasture  around,  and  an  amphitheatre  of  shel- 
tering hills  clad  in  the  verdant  covering  of  their  native 
woods  beyond,"  were  the  "  features  in  nature  which  the 
earlier  Cistercians  courted  with  instinctive  fondness,'' 

carved,  is  of  a  cream-coloured  freestone,  and  came  either  from 
Grinshill  near  Salop,  or  the  quarries  of  Ruahon.  The  contempla- 
tion of  this  precions  fragment,  so  long  concealed,  and  now  so  bap- 
pilj  rescued  froxa  destruction,  can  hardly  fail  to  prodace  a  degree  of 
sadness  in  the  mind  of  the  spectator.  If  the  remnants  of  Grecian 
art  are  carefully  preserved  and  valued  more  than  the  smoothest 
productions  of  the  modem  artist ;  if  the  spirit  of  their  workmanship 
is  discovered  in  spite  of  all  injuries  done  hj  time  or  violence,  how 
much  more  highly  should  we  value  a  work  of  sacred  art  where 
haman  talent  of  the  highest  order  has  been  employed  in  providing 
for  the  due  celebration  of  a  sacrament." 

Prom  these  remarks  it  may  be  inferred  that  this  able  amateur 
architect  considered  this  fine  work  of  ancient  art  had  originally  been 
a  font,  and  that  he  had  not  heard  the  tradition  of  its  having  beea 
originally  part  of  a  column  from  this  abbey.  It  may  have  been 
the  font  of  the  abbey  church. 

^  Eyton's  Antiquiti^  of  Shropshire,  vi,  325. 
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4  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

and  in  this  site  they  axe  all  combined  in  a  remarkable 
manner. 

With  respect  to  the  peculiar  instinct,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  which  seemed  to  have  dictated  to  the  Cister- 
cians the  choice  of  situations  for  their  houses,  it  has  been 
well  observed^  that,  though  they  affected  to  plant  them- 
selves in  the  soUtude  of  woods,  which  were  to  be  gra- 
dually essarfced  by  the  labours  of  their  own  hands,  and 
though  they  obtained  an  exemption  from  the  payment 
of  tithes  on  that  specific  plea,  yet  they  were  excellent 
judges  of  the  quality  of  land,  however  concealed,  and 
never  set  about  their  laborious  task  without  the  assu- 
rance of  an  ample  recompense.  The  neighbourhood  of 
the  site  of  this  Abbey  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
productive  spots  in  the  two  counties  upon  which  it 
borders. 

The  Abbey  was  situated  in  a  remarkable  point  of  the 
vale  of  the  Severn.  Assmning  it  to  face  the  south, 
behind  and  to  the  north-east  the  ground  rises  abruptly 
in  a  woody  and  picturesque  cHff — the  Rallt  and 
Crowther's  coppice — forming  a  splendid  background ; 
whilst  to  the  south  lies  before  it  the  Long  Mountain 
(Cefii  DigoU),  the  spot  where  the  last  struggle  for  native 
independence  afterwards  took  place — then  a  barren  hiU, 
but  now  cultivated  to  the  summit.  On  the  east,  a  fine 
and  extensive  view  opens  up  of  the  fertile  plains  of 
Shropshire,  with  the  Breiddin  hills  standing  out  majes- 
tically, and  forming  the  chief  object  of  the  landscape, 
and,  perhaps,  deciding  the  choice  of  the  site  of  the 
Abbey.  But  in  the  opposite  direction  a  magnificent 
and  more  varied  view  lies  before  one — stretching  beyond 
the  boimds  of  Montgomeryshire  into  E;adnorshire,  and 
even  Cardiganshire — commanding  a  fine  prospect  of 
"  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries,  of  the  green  livery  of 
their  many  vales  dotted  with  homesteads  and  hamlets, 
and  bounded  by  an  amphitheatre  of  hiUs,  sharp  and 
clear  in  outline  against  tne  sky." 

No  one  can  visit  the  spot  without  being  struck  with 
1  Whitaker's  History  of  WlwMey,  p.  110. 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTBAD  MARCHELL.  5 

its  beauty,  and  being  convinced  that  the  selection  of  it 
testified  to  the  proverbial  good  taste  and  judgment  of 
the  monks. 

Xames. — In  addition  to  the  before-mentioned  names 
of  Ystrad  Marchell  (Lat.  Strata  Mavcella)  and  Pola 
this  Abbey  has  had  two  other  names  attributed  to  it  by 
no  less  authorities  than  Dugdale  and  Bishop  Tanner,  who 
have  been  followed  in  all  subsequent  accounts — viz.,  the 
names  of  ''Alba  Domits  of  Strad  MargelV  and  "  Vail. 
Cruets." 

"  Alba  Domus"  has  appeared  in  connection  with  this 
Abbey  only  in  one  charter — the  foimdation  charter  of 
Owen  Cyfeiliog.  We  shall  print  copies  or  translations 
of  fourteen  other  charters  and  several  other  documents 
in  which  that  name  does  not  appear. 

The  foundation  charter^  runs  thus — so  far  as  it  is 
necessary  to  set  it  out  for  our  present  purpose  : — 

"  Ego  Onenius  Jilius  Griffini  ....  concessi  et  dedi  fratribus 
Cisterciensis  orJinis,  ecclesie  scilicet  beate  atque  jper peine  virgin 
nis  Marie  de  Alba  Domo,  Stratmarghel,  hits  contentam  finibus 
ab  U710  latere  Hauren,"  etc. 

This  seems  to  have  been  translated  as  if  the  grant 
were  "to  the  Brothers  of  the  Cistercian  order,  namely, 
of  the  church  of  the  blessed  and  perpetual  Virgin  Mary 
of  Alba  Domus  of  Stratmarghel,"  and  from  this  ren- 
dering alone  the  name  of  Alba  Domus  has  been  attri- 
buted to  the  Abbey. 

But  we  submit  that  it  is  erroneous,  and  that  the 
description  of  the  brothers  of  the  Cistercian  order,  to 
whom  the  grant  is  made,  should  stop  at  the  word 
"Domo,^'  and  that  the  word  '*  Stratmarghel"  is  the 
name  of  the  land  granted — as  if  the  charter  had  run 
(adopting  the  expression  of  another  charter  dated  in 
1199)  thus:  ''Itotam  terram  qucB  vocatur]  Strat  Mar- 
gheV  This  reading  puts  an  end  •to  ''Alba  Domus  de 
Strad  margeir  (as  Dugdale  hath  it),  being  the  name  of 
the  Abbey.     But  it  renders  the  charter  sense,  which 

1  Pat.  Rot.,  23  Henry  VI,  m.  7.    Dugdale's  Monasticon,  vol.  v,  QZ7. 
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6  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

the  other  construction  did  not,  and  supplies,  what  the 
other  omitted,  the  name  of  the  place  which  waa  really 
granted  for  the  purpose  "of  building  an  Abbey,"  and 
fumLshes  the  antecedent  of  the  word  ^^ contentam" 
which  commences  the  description  of  the  boundaries. 

Its  Parent  Abbey. — But  it  does  more — ^it  introduces 
us  to  another  interesting  fact — ^the  "  brothers"  to  whom 
the  grant  was  made  were  colonists  from  Alba  Domus, 
or  the  Abbey  of  White  House  in  Caermarthenshire;  and, 
therefore,  it  follows,  it  is  conceived,  that  such  Abbey 
was  the  parent  Abbey  of  Ystrad  Marchell. 

This  is  confirmed  by  the  circumstance  that  by  a 
document^  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  which  we  shall 
set  out  hereafter  for  another  purpose,  it  appears  that 
this  Abbey  was  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Abbot 
of  Alba  Domus  until  for  dereliction  of  duty  the  latter 
was  deprived  of  that  right,  which  was  coi^erred  upon 
the  Abbot  of  Buildwas. 

The  above  reasons  seem  conclusive  that  this  Abbey  by 
mistake  only  has  been  called  "Alba  Domus  de  Strad 
MargeU." 

With  reference  to  the  other  name  "Vail.  Crucis," 
wrongly  attributed  to  this  Abbey,  we  have  entered  into 
that  subject  fully  in  a  paper*  already  published ;  and  we 
shall,  therefore,  here  only  shortly  refer  to  what  is  there 
stated  at  length.  Dugdale  called  it "  ValL  Crucis"^ solely, 
we  believe,  because  he  attributed  the  charter  granted 
about  1200,  by  Madoc,  son  of  Gruffydd,  giving  the 
ViUe  of  Llynhequestel,  to  the  Monks  of  Stradmarkell, 
for  the  erection  of  an  Abbey  there,  as  one  of  the  founda- 
tion charters  of  this  Abbey,  being  led  to  do  so  by  the 
fact  that  the  scribe  had  in  the  margin  of  the  enrolment 

^  Close  Bolls,  m.  17,  in  dorso. 

*  Vcdle  Grucis  Abbey ;  its  Origin,  and  Foundation  Charter,  London^ 
J.  Kussell  Smith,  1866.  See  also  Arch,  Camb,,  3rd  ser.,  xii,  400. 
Recently  and  since  that  paper  was  written,  we  have  fonnd  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Archceologia,  xxi,  445,  from  which  it  appears  Sir  S.  R. 
Meyrick  had  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion. 

*  Dagdale's  Monasiicon,  v.  627. 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  Y8TRAD  MABCBELL.  7 

of  the  Inspeximus  Charter/  in  which  such  charter  is  set 
out,  inserted  the  words  "_p'  monachis  Stratmarkell." 

But  the  other  charters  set  out,  with  the  foundation 
charter,  in  such  Inspeximus,  clearly  shew  that  the  whole 
of  them  relate,  not  to  the  Abbey  of  Ystrad  Marchell, 
but  to  a  daughter  Abbey,  the  far-famed  Abbey  of  Valle 
Crucis  in  Denbighshire,  which  the  monks  of  "  Strad 
markell"  had  the  honour  of  founding. 

There  appears,  therefore,  no*  reason  for  this  Abbey 
being  called  Vail.  Crucis.  It  is  remarkable  that  these 
misnomers,  the  one  "  Alba  Domus"  should  be  the  name 
of  its  mother  Abbey,  and  the  other,  ^'  ValL  Crucis,"  that 
of  its  daughter  Abbey. 

The  origin  of  the  names  which  the  Abbey  really  bore 
"  Ystrad  MarcheW  [Lai.  Strata  Marcelld\  and  ^'Pola'' 
we  shaU  now  proceed  to  investigate. 

The  latter  "Pola,"  which  is  the  name  it  bears  in 
some  ecclesiastical  documents,  is  clearly  derived  from 
the  parish  of  Pool  (Pola),  in  which  it  was  situated.* 

1  Cart.  23  Edward  I,  m.  3. 

*  The  alleged  derivation  of  "  Gnngrog" — the  name  of  the  town- 
ship in  wliich  this  abbey  stood,  being"  Gwaun-y-Ghrog,"  (the  Meadow 
or  Valley  of  the  Cross,)  would  have  been  a  possible  confirmation  that 
the  abbey  bore  the  name  of  "  Vail.  Crucis,"  but  we  now  perceive, 
by  a  document  printed  in  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Gt.  T.  O.  Bridgman's 
paper,  "  The  Princes  of  Upper  Powys,"  Montgomeryshire  CoUections^ 
vol.  i,  p.  39,  the  ancient  name  of  Gungrog  was  Hergyngroyk.  The 
last  syllable  "  groyk"  doubtiess  is  "  grog,*'  (a  cross,)  but  the  dwiva- 
tion  of  "  Hergyn,"  or  whether  it  is  a  proper  name,  we  are  unable 
to  determine. 

*  In  Dngdale's  MonasUcon^  vol.  v,  637,  there  is  a  carious  mis- 
print in  the  charter  of  Madoc  fil.  Griffin,  No.  I,  of  the  name  of  one 
of  the  witnesses  "  Philip  Abbate  de  Pola-i-PJuU:'  Sir  S.  R.  Mey- 
rick,  in  his  paper  before  alluded  to,  supra,  (p.  6,  note,)  makes  an 
ingenious  guess  at  the  derivation  of  this  term,  "  Pola  i  phill,"  viz., 
that  it  was  more  correctly  PwU-y-pill,  i.  6.,  the  pool  contaimng  a 
retreat  or  stronghold,  which,"  he  states,  *'  might,  as  well  as  Trallwn, 
have  been  a  name  for  Welshpool." 

Unfortunately  for  this  ingenious  theory,  when  the  connect  reading 
of  the  charter  is  ascertained,  it  is  at  once  demolished.  The  word 
Phill,  is  not  part  of  a  supposed  word,  Pola-i-phUl,  but  it  is  the 
Christian  name  of  the  next  witness.    The  charter  should  read  thus  : 
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9  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

With  reference  to  the  other  name,  as  is  generally 
the  case  with  Welsh  names,  various  derivations  can  be 
assigned.  Inasmuch  as  the  name  is  sometimes  spelt 
"  Ystrad  Marghell,"  Sir  Samuel  R.  Meyrick  suggests  the 
meaniDg  of  the  name  to  be  **the  plain  or  stratum  covered 
with  a  thicket  of  briars;"  but  such  a  derivation  is  pro- 
nounced by  competent  Welsh  scholars  to  be  extremely 
far-fetched  and  unprobable ;  Marchell,  they  say,  does 
not  occur  in  the  Welsh  language  except  as  a  proper 
name. 

The  generally  received  opinion  is  that  Marchell,  an 
ancient  religious  person  in  the  fifth  century,  founded  a 
religious  house  of  the  British  church,  before  it  became 
subject  to  Rome,  in  the  ancient  commote  called  Ystrad 
Marchell,  and  that  both  the  religious  house  and  the 
ancient  commote  took  their  names  after  her. 

Churches  and  religious  houses  of  the  church  of  Britain 
were  generally  named  after  their  foimders,  who  were 
generally  related  to  the  chieftains  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  were  situated.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  as- 
sumption of  their  names,  so  far  from  depending  upon 
chance,  can  be  attributed  to  local  causes.  They  were 
called  after  the  names  of  the  founder  upon  the  principle 
that  a  house  is  frequently  called  after  its  builder,  and 
being  founded  before  formal  dedications  were  customary. 
This  was  not  unusual  in  other  countries  where  the 
Roman  ritual  has  prevailed,  where  many  persons  who 
never  were  canonised  have  been  allowed  the  honom:  of 
sanctitv  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  in  this 
local  character  the  saints  of  Wales  must  be  considered.^ 

It  is  therefore  natural  to  infer  that  the  religious  house 
founded  by  Marchell,  and  bearing  her  name,  gave  also 
the  name  to  the  ancient  commote,  and  that  afterwards 
the  Cistercians  took  possession  of  and  appropriated  this 
existing  institution  and  there  founded  their  abbey. 
Many  other  instances  can  be  adduced  of  the  monks 
adopting  a  similar  course. 

"Phill.  Abb'te  de  Polai,  Phill.  Abb'te  de  Valle  Crucis"  (see  the 
charter  set  out  in  the  paper  mentioned  in  note  2,  p.  6,  supra), 
1  Rees'  Welsh  Sairits. 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL.  9 

We  propose  to  give  some  account  of  Marchell,  par- 
ticiilarly  as  it  will  nave  an  interesting  bearing  upon  the 
topography  of  the  district. 

Marchell^  the  reputed  original  foundress  of  Ystrad 
Marchell,  where  this  abbey  was  afterwards  established, 
was  a  daughter  of  Arwystli  Gloff.  She  was  a  saint,  in 
the  sense  of  a  holy  person  devoted  to  a  religious  life, 
but  not  canonised  by  the  Church  of  Rome;  for  at  her 
era  the  British  church  was  independent  of  Rome.  She 
is  classed  with  the  Welsh  saints  who  flourished  be- 
tween 566  and  600.^  She  had  another  chapel,  Capel 
Marchell,  under  Llanrwst,  called  after  her  name.  Her 
five  brothers  were  also  saints,  and  founders  of  many 
churches  in  North  Wales.  Her  father,  Arwystli  Gloff, 
also  embraced  a  religious  life,  and  was  an  inmate  of  the 
Bangor  or  college  of  Bardsey,*  and  is  said  to  have  been 
the  founder  of  a  chiu:ch,  but  its  situation  is  not  known. 

He  was  contemporaneous  with  Teilo,'  who  was  the 
second  Bishop  of  Llandaff.  Teilo  was  the  successor  of 
Dubricius,*  who  was  also  Archbishop  of  Carleon,  but 
in  the  year  512  resigned,  and  retired  to  the  Island  of 
Bardsey,  where  it  will  be  observed  Arwystli  Gloff  was 
resident. 

One  of  the  successors  of  Teilo  in  the  see  of  Llandaff 
was  Arwystyl,  who  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  dis- 
ciples of  Dubricius.^  His  name  appears  after  that  of 
Archbishop  Teilo,  as  a  witness  attesting  a  charter  or 
grant  to  Teilo  of  Llanarth,  by  Iddon,  son  of  Ynyr,  King 
of  Gwent,  about  560.^  Arwystyl  was  a  bishop  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  reign  of  King  Iddon,  from  whom  he 
received  a  grant  or  charter^  wherein  he  is  termed  '*the 
present  Bishop  Arwystyl." 

It  appears,  therefore,  not  improbable  that  Arwystli 
Gloff  and  Bishop  Arwystyl  were  identical.® 

^  Rees'  Welsh  Saints,  p.  276.        «  Ihid,,  p.  236.         »  Ibid.,  p.  234. 

*  Liber  Landavensis,  pp.  622-3.       ^  Ibid.  p.  624.       «  Ibid.,  p.  359. 

7  Ibid.,  p.  413. 

®  Professor  Rees'  Welsh  Saints  was  published  in  1836,  four  years 
before  the  Liher  Landavensis  was  published,  and  therefore  we  have 
not  the  benefit  of  his  analysis 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


10  THE  ABBEY  OP  Y8TRAD  MARCHELL. 

The  parentage  of  ArwystK  Gloff  is  involved  in  some 
degree  of  obscurity.  Two  accounts,  diflfering  slightly, 
but  substantially  the  same,  state  that  he  was  the  son  of 
"King  Saithenin,^  of  the  plain  of  Gwyddno,  whose  lands 
were  overwhelmed  by  the  sea,  and  who  was  buried  at 
the  Bangor  of  Bardsey,''^by  his  wife  Tywyn wedd,  the 
daughter  of  Amlawdd  Wledig.  Seithenyn,  (the  ortho- 
graphy of  the  name,  like  most  ancient  Welsh  names, 
varies,)  had  the  unenviable  notoriety  of  being  one  of 
the  three  arrant  drunkards  of  the  Isle  of  Britain.  In  a 
fit  of  intoxication  he  let  the  sea  through  the  dams  which 
secured  Cantrev  y  Gwaelod,  whereby  the  territories  of 
Gwyddno  Garanhir  and  of  himself  were  inundated,  and 
now  form  Cardigan*  Bay.  His  children,  as  well  as  those 
of  his  fellow-sufferer,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their 
inheritance,  devoted  themselves  to  a  religious  life.  This, 
it  must  be  admitted,  is  the  generally  received  account. 
But  if  any  other  origin  could  be  established  for  Mar- 
chell,  the  **  holy  person'^  in  whom  we  are  now  interested, 
it  would  be  a  relief. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  two  accounts,  we  find  a 
third,  which  is  that  Marchefl  had  five  brothers,  and 
was  the  child  of  "  Arwystl  Gloff,*  the  son  of  Owain  Dan- 
wyn,  the  son  of  Einion  Yrth,  the  son  of  Cunedda  Wledig, 
by  Tywyn  wedd,  the  daughter  of  Amlawdd  Wledig,  her 
mother."  It  is  also  stated  that  her  brothers  were  "  own 
brothers  to  Gwynn,  the  son  of  Nudd  Caradoc  Vreichvras, 
and  GwaUog,  the  son  of  Ueenog." 

^  Book  of  Thomas  Hopkins,  which  is  one  of  the  MSS.  of  Thomas 
ap  Evan  of  Tre-bryn,  translated  in  lolo  MSS.,  606.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  circomstanceof  Arwystli  Gloff  being  buried  at  Bardsej, 
to  some  extent  militates  against  the  theory  of  his  being  identical  witii 
Bishop  Arwystyl;  but  as  his  patron  Dubricius  retired  to  Bardsey,  it 
is  not  improbable  Arwystli  would  follow  his  example. 

2  Book  of  Mr.  Cobb  of  Cardiff,  translated  in  lolo  MSS.,  546. 
Professor  Rees,  in  his  Essay  on  the  Welsh  Saints,  follows  these  two 
accounts,  p.  236.     See  also  Williams's  Eminent  Welshmen. 

*  Welsh  Saints. 

*  The  Long  Book  of  Thomas  Truman,  translated  in  lolo  MSS.  524. 
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THE  ABBEY  OP  YSTRAD  MARCHELL.  1 1 

If  this  descent  were  established,  it  would  open  up  a 
splendid  vista  of  pedigree  from  two  of  the  three  holy 
families  of  Wales.  The  following  genealogical  table,  which 
has  been  compiled  from  those  contained  in  Rees'  Welsh 
SaintSy  will  best  illustrate  our  meaning  : — 

Llyr  Llediaith. 


Bran  Fendigaid,  one  of  the  four  who  introdnced  ChriBtianity  from 
Borne  to  Britain^  and  foander  of  one  of  the  "  Holy  Lineagee." 

Caradog  or  Caraotaous. 

Eodaf. 

Cynan  (Meiriadog). 

Cadfan. 


Coel  QodebogyTstrafael  (jc.d.  330). 


Edeyra  ab  Fadam  BeismddjQwawL 


Conedda  Wledig>  the  head  of  one  of  the  three  holy  families  of  the  Isle 
of  Britain,  and  the  first  who  bestowed  lands  and  privileges  on  the 
Church  in  Britain. 

I 

Tibion.       Arwystl.      Oeredig.  Donod.        Einion  Yrtn.      Other  sons. 

: ^ ' 

Meirion.        Elder  son.        Owain  Danwyn. 

I  L^ 

Bleiddyd.           Three  elder          Arwystl  CHoffyTywynwedd,  the  daughter 
sons.                                         I     of  Amlawdd  Wledig. 
(loloMSS.    I   624.) 

St.  Tyviydog.    Dihaer     Tymog     Tudnr.    Twrog.    Marehell,  found- 
in  in  ress  of  Ystrad 
Bodvari    Pyfflcyn  Clwyd.  Marchell. 


Oynfelyn,  founder  of  a         Cyaudyn.  Llewelyn,  said  to  have 

church  at  Welshpool,  founded  a  religious 

WeUh  SainU,  p.  260.  house  at  Welshpool, 

Ibid.,  p.  261. 

Assuming  that  Arwystl  Gloff  was  the  son  of  Owain 
Danwyn,  the  above  genealogical  table  shows  Marchell, 
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12  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCH  ELL. 

his  daughter,  to  have  an  illustrious  descent — ^from 
Cunedda  Wledig  and  from  Bran,  two  of  the  illustrious 
founders  of  the  Holy  Lineages  of  Britain.  Bran  brought 
to  Britain  from  Rome  four  teachers — Hid,  Cyndaf,  Ar- 
wystli  Hen,  and  Mawan — by  whom  the  Gospel  is  said 
to  have  been  first  preached  in  this  island ;  but  the  Welsh 
triads  are  the  autnority  for  this  statement  which  is  not 
easily  reconcileable  with  classical  writers.^ 

Parenthetically,  we  may  aUude  to  Arwystli  Hen,  one 
of  these  supposed  first  introducers  of  Christianity  into 
this  country.  He  is  stated  to  be  a  "man  of  Italy"  and 
the  confessor  or  spiritual  instructor  (periglor)  of  Bran  ; 
and  by  some  modem  commentators*  he  is  identified  with 
Aristobulus,  mentioned  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans 
xvi,  10.  A  passage  cited  by  Archbishop  Usher  from  the 
Greek  Martyrology  states  that  Aristobulus  was  ordained 
by  St.  Paul  as  a  bishop  for  the  Britons. 

Cressy  also  says  that  St.  Aristobulus,  a  disciple  of 
St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul  at  Rome,  was  sent  as  an  apostle 
to  the  Britons,  and  was  the  first  bishop  in  Britain.  It 
seems  possible  that  Arwystl  Gloff  was  named  after  Ar- 
wystli Hen,  who  shared  the  glorious  work  of  introducing 
the  Gospel  into  Britain  with  Bran  "  the  blessed,'' — and 
also  after  Arwystl,  the  second  son  of  Cunedda  Wledig, 
and  tliis  reproduction  of  the  name  seems  some  slight 
corroboration  of  the  last  account,  which  is  the  chief 
reason  for  this  digression. 

Another  parallel  circimistance  must  be  mentioned 
which  has  relation  to  the  names  of  the  commotes  in  the 
part  of  Wales  where  the  religious  house  of  which  Mar- 
chell  was  the  foundress  is  situated. 

Cunedda  Wledig'  was  a  sovereign  of  the  Strad  Clyde 
Britons,  about  a.d.   328,  and   he   inherited   from  his 

1  Williams's  Eminent  Welshmen,  46.  Rees*  Welsh  Saints,  p.  77. 
The  discrepancies  between  the  Welsh  Triads  and  Tacitus  and  other 
classical  writers,  are  noticed  in  the  latter  work. 

*  Rees'  Welsh  Sai7its,  p.  81,  citing  De  Britannicarnm  Ecclesiarum 
Primordiis,  p.  9. 

3  Williams's  Eminent  Welshmen,  p.  87. 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL.  13 

mother,  Gwawl,  extensive  possessions  in  Wales.  These 
were  invaded  by  the  Irish,  and  Cunedda  sent  several 
of  his  sons,  who  expelled  the  invaders  and  settled  them- 
selves in  the  country  thus  recovered.  Many  of  his  sons 
and  grandsons  gave  their  names  to  the  districts  of  which 
they  became  possessed,  some  of  which  names  are  retained 
to  this  day,^  it  being  supposed  that  they  became  the 
founders  of  so  many  clans  there  located. 

We  will  only  give  instances  that  bear  in  some  degree 
on  our  subject.  Ceredig  had  Ceredigion,  comprising 
Cardiganshire  and  a  part  of  Caermarthenshire — the 
word  Ceredigion  being  the  plural  of  Ceredig,  and 
meaning  his  followers.  Arwystl  had  Arwystli,  in  the 
Western  part  of  Montgomeryshire ;  and  Einion  had 
Caer-Einion,  in  the  same  county. 

Adjoining  Caer-Einion,  and  not  far  distant  from 
Arwystli,  is  the  commote  of  Ystrad  Marchell,  named, 
it  may  be  naturally  inferred,  after  Marchell.  This,  we 
think,  is  a  strong  indication  of  the  probability  that 
MarcheU  was  a  descendant  of  Einion  Yrth,  who  and 
whose  descendants  thus  gave  their  names  to  the  com- 
motes in  the  district.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine 
if  her  father  s  father  had  been  Seithenyn,  how  her 
name  was  perpetuated  in  this  district,  whereas  upon 
the  other  hypothesis  it  seems  most  natural  and  pro- 
bable. There  are  other  corroborative  circumstances 
which  must  be  mentioned.  Two  descendants  of  Tibion 
(the  elder  brother  of  Einion  Yrth),  one  named  Cynfelyn, 
founded  a  church  at  Trail  wm  or  Welshpool,^  and  another, 
named  Llewelyn,  foxmded  a  religious  home  in  the  same 
place.^ 

1  R^es*  Welsh  Saints,  p.  109.  ^  Ibid,,  p.  260. 

'  Ibid. J  p.  261.  The  church  may  have  been  connected  with  the 
religions  honse  of  Marchell.  There  have  been  at  least  two  ancient 
churches  in  Welshpool,  but  only  one  of  them  now  remains,  viz., 
the  present  parish  chnrch  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  built  in  1774 
on  the  site  of  a  more  ancient  edifice  (Cambrian  Archseological  As- 
sociation Meeting  Proceedings  at  Welshpool  in  1856).  There  was 
another  church,  of  which  the  writer  has  seen  a  woodcut  in  the  pos- 
session of  an  old  inhabitant  of  Welshpool,  which  was  called  "  The 
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14  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

The  name  Marchell  would  seem  to  be  derived  from 
MarcheU,  the  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Tudyr,  King  of 
Garthmadrin,  which  now  forms  the  county  of  Brecon. 
She  is  said  to  have  married,  about  382,  one  of  the 
Royal  blood  of  Ireland,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Brychan 
Brycheiniog,  the  head  of  the  other  or  third  of  the 
*'Holy  Lineages"  of  Britain.  But  we  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  any  connection  between  Marchell,  the 
daughter  of  Arwystl  Gloff,  and  the  family  of  Marchell, 
the  mother  of  Brychan. 

We  think  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  ancient 
religious  house  founded  by  Marchell,  and  the  commote 
in  which  it  was  situate,  were  called  after  her  name. 
Of  the  history  of  the  religious  house  nothing  has  come 
down.  When  the  Britii3i  chinrch  became  subject  to 
the  church  of  Rome,  the  different  orders  of  the  latter 
church  seem  to  have  taken  possession  of  and  adopted 
the  religious  houses  already  founded  by  the  native  holy 
persons,  and  soon  worked  upon  the  superstition  of  the 
native  princes. 

Foundation,  1170. — Owen  (Cyfeiliog),  the  son  of 
Griffith  ap  Meredith  ap  Bledayn  ap  Cynfyn,  Prince 
of  Powis,  founded  this  Monastery  in  the  year  (according 
to  Bishop  Tanner)^  1 1 70.  He  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  princes  of  Powys,  as  a  warrior  and  as 
a  poet.  His  much  praised  poem,  *'  Hirlas  Owain,"  is 
printed  in  Evans'  Specimens  of  the  Welsh  Bards,  with  a 
translation,  but  it  has  more  of  the  Bacchanalian  twang 
than  would  suit  the  taste  of  the  present  age.  He  early 
began  to  distinguish  himself  in  war.  In  1167,  Owain 
Gwynedd,  and  Rhys,  Prince  of  South  Wales,  deprived 

Old  Church,  Welshpool."  dndemeath  there  was  written,  "  This  is 
the  Old  Charch  at  Welshpool,  near  the  Old  Queen's  Head,  and 
built  in  1587.  Destroyed  by  fire  on  Christmas  Day,  1659.  Wardens, 
P.  Parry,  W.  Pagh."  The  site  is  now  occupied  by  a  row  of  houses 
called  "  Terrace  Buildings,"  but  when  the  old  Qaeen*s  Head  public- 
house  stood  there,  the  owner  of  the  woodcut  stated  that  he  remem- 
bered (it  would  be  the  latter  end  of  last  century)  an  old  porch 
which  used  to  be  pointed  out  a«  part  of  the  old  church. 
1  Noiitia  Monastica, 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL.  15 

him  of  his  territory ;  but  Owen  (Cyfeiliog)  sought  the 
assistance  of  the  English  king,  and  with  it  regained 
his  patrimony. 

It  seems  probable  that,  through  this  alliance  with 
the  EngHsh,  who  at  this  period  were  rapidly  yielding 
to  the  influence  of  the  monks,  it  was  that  Owen 
(Cyfeiliog)  was  led,  in  1170,  to  found  this  Abbey. 
It  was  of  the  Cistercian  order.  Monastic  establish- 
ments of  this  order  had  rapidly  spread  since  its  first 
introduction,  in  1128,  at  Waverley,  in  Surrey.  Already 
seven^  houses  had  been  established  in  Wales,  the  first 
probably  planted  within  seven  years  after  the  Cister- 
cian order  had  taken  root  in  England. 

The  Savigniacs,  originally  an  independent  order,  but 
soon  merged  in  the  Clara  Vallensian  filiation  of  the 
Abbey  of  Citeaux,  seem  to  have  established  the  first 
Welsh  house,  and  also,  as  we  shall  hereafter  more  con- 
veniently shew,  the  house  of  Alba  land,  or  Tygwyn, 
in  Caermarthenshire,  from  which  Abbey,  the  monks,  who 
established  this  religious  house  of  Ystrad  Marchell,  were 
colonists.  From  this  circumstance,  we  infer  that  this 
house  was  originally  of  Savigniac  origin,  but  afterwards 
became  subject  to  the  Abbey  of  Citeaux,  through  the 
"  fiUation"  of  the  Abbey  of  Clairvaux,  to  which  latter 
the  Abbey  of  Savigny  became  immediately  subject.* 

The  foundation  charter  appears  only  in  the  in- 
speximus  charters  of  Edward  11  and  Henry  VI.*  Like 
other  charters  of  that  period  it  is  not  dated.  The  date, 
1170,  is  given  by  Bishop  Tanner  without  stating  his 
authority.  Leland*  says,  "Owen  Kevelioc  Princeps 
Powisise  primus  fundator."  The  Welsh  pedigree,  quoted 

^  1.  Neath  in  Glamorganshire  ;  2.  Basingwerke  in  Flintshire.  3. 
Tintem  in  MoDmouthshire.  4.  Cwmhir  in  Radnorshire.  5.  Alba 
Land  or  White  Land  in  Caermarthenshire.  6.  Olynog  Fawr  in 
Carnarvonshire,  and  7.  Strata  Florida  in  Cardiganshire.  Dng- 
dale's  Monasticon,  v,  pp.  258,  261,  266,  457,  591,  631  and  682. 

*  See  post,  Close  Bolls. 

3  Cart.  15  Edward  II,  No.  22,  and  Pat  Bot,  28  Henry  VI,  m.  7. 

*  CoUectaneaj  i,  104. 
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16  THE  ABBEY  OP  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

by  Bishop  Tanner,  is  as  follows  :  "  Owen  Keveliog,  lord 
of  one  half  of  Powis,  huilt  the  Abbey  of  Ystrad  Mar- 
chell." 

Madoc,  son  of  GriflSth  Maelor,  was  also  thought 
to  have  been  the  founder,  and  his  charter  was  called, 
in  the  original  edition  oi the Monasticon,  the  "Founders 
Charter;"  but  it  was  a  mistake,  which  arose  from  Madoc 
having  granted  a  piece  of  land  to  the  Monks  of  "  Strad- 
markell"  to  build  an  abbey,  which  abbey  was  the  Abbey 
of  VaUe  Crucis,  as  we  have  ah-eady  shewn,^  and  shall 
have  occasion  again  to  refer  to  when  we  treat  of  the 
oflfehoots  of  this  abbey. 

The  actual  foundation  charter  of  Owen  (Cyfeiliog)  is 
in  the  following  terms  : — ^ 

In  nomine  sancte  et  individae  Trinitatis,  ego  Oueniua 
filius  Griffini,  intuitu  caritatis,  pro  salute  anime  mee  et  ante- 
cessorum  meorum,  patris  videlicet  mei,  et  matris  mee,  cetero- 
rumque  predecessorum  meorum,  concessi  et  dedi  fratribus  Cis- 
tersiensis  ordinis,  ecclesie  scilicet  beate  atque  perpetue  Vir- 
ginia Marie  de  Alba  Dome,  Stratmarghel,  hiis  contentam 
finibus ;  ab  uno  latere  Hauren,  usque  ad  fossam  que  est  inter 
Bidheschin  et  Greugai  :  et  ab  eadem  fossa  usque  ad  puteum 
ovium,  et  sic  circuiens  clarum  nemua  terminus  protenditur 
usque  ad  patibula  :  abhinc  vero  procedit  inter  pratum  et 
silvam  usque  ad  rivulum  aque  :  dehinc  autem  per  medium 
nemua  usque  ad  rivum  qui  est  in  lata  Villa  ':  quo  disterminante, 
progreditur  usque  ad  terminum  Argemmire ;  et  ab  eodem  ter- 
mino  per  supercilium  clivi  Worgy,  usque  puteum  caballi,  et 
sic  concluditur  in  Hauren :  liberam,  et  quietam  ab  omni  con- 
suetudine,  et  redditu  decimarum,  aliarumque  consuetudinum 
respectibus,  in  bosco,  et  piano,  et  aquis  ceterisque  omnimodis 
utilitatibus,  ad  edificandam  abbatiam  Deo  in  honore  semper 
Virginia  Marie.  Testificantibus  hiis  David  filio  Golmini, 
Suglen  filio  Carodauc,  Johanne  filio  Guardwoit,  Beauvoir  cle- 
ricis.  Laicis  Gorgenu  filio  Grifini,  Celine  filio  Cheugret,  Meurich* 

1  Valle  Cmcis  Abbey,  its  Origin  and  Foundation  Charter,  p.  7. 
Arch,  Canib,,  3rd  series,  xli,  400. 

3  Cart  15  Edward  I,  No.  22,  Pat  Rot,  23  Heniy  VI,  m.  7. 

8  Broad  Vill.  or  '*  Trelydan,"  Lydan  being  the  Welsh  for  Broad 
(Rev.  D.  P.  Lewis). 

*  Meurig  ab  Gruffydd,  and  brother  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog. 
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filio  Grifini,  Chenvellin^  fiHo  Dolfinin,  Jorverd^  filio  Wianud, 
Caldellin  filio  Rogeri,  et  fratre  ejus  Cheugret,  Rianval  filio 
Bader^  Roberto  filio  Carudauc. 

It  commences  in  a  solemn  manner — One  can  imagine 
it  the  words  of  the  warrior-bard  himself : 

*'  In  the  name  of  the  holy  and  indivisible  Trinity," 
and  by  it  he  grants  to  the  brothers  of  the  Cistercian 
order,  viz.  of  the  Church  of  the  blessed  and  perpetual 
Virgin  Mary  of  "AlbaDomus"  [the  land  called]  Strat- 
marghel,  to  build  an  Abbey  to  God  in  honour  of  the  per- 
petual Virgin  Mary.  The  grantees  are  Monks  of  the 
Abbey  of  Alba  Domus,  or  Ty  Gwyn  in  Caermarthen- 
shire,  to  whom  Owen,  the  founder,  entrusted  his  pious 
gift  This  abbey  thus  became,  as  will  hereafter  appear, 
subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Abbey  of  Alba  Domus, 
doubtless  owing  to  the  latter  being  its  parent-abbey. 
.  This  fact,  deduced  from  the  terms  of  the  charter,  is  not 
mentioned  by  Dugdale  or  Tanner. 

The  land  of  "  Stratmarghel,"  granted  by  the  charter, 
is  minutely  described  by  metes  and  bounds.  The 
Havren  (the  Severn)  bounds  it  up  to  the  ditch  (fossam) 
lying  between  Redheskin  (Rheteskyn)  and  '^Creugai"  [?J, 
thence  extending  to  the  "puteum  ovium,"  rather  a  sin- 
gular place — ^a  "sheep's  well  or  watering-place"  (the 
popular  idea  being  that  sheep  do  not  drink)  ;  thence  to 
the  "Clarum  nemus,"  even  to  the  "patibula"  (gallows  ?), 
from  which  it  proceeds  between  meadow  and  wood  up 
to  a  streamlet  (all  these  are  such  vague  and  non-de- 
scriptive terms,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  trace  them 
with  certainty) ;  but  from  thence  to  the  brook  which  is 
in  "Lata  VUla,'.'  or  ''Trelydan,"  a  township  in  the  parish 
of  Guilsfield.  This  gives  a  certain  point  in  the  boun- 
dary, where  it  turns  at  an  angle  {quo  disteiminante), 
proceeds  up  to  the  boundary  "  Argemmire"  [or  "  Ar- 
gemmiry"  t\ ;  and  from  thence  by  the  brow  of  the  Hill 

^  Probably  Cynfelin  ab  Dolphin  ab  Rhiwall,  etc.,  fifth  from 
Bleddyn,  anceslor  of  Jones  of  Trewythen,  and  Wynn  of  Llanidloes. 
-E.  H 

'  lorwerth  ab  Meredydd,  and  uncle  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog. 
VOL.  IV.  C 
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18  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

"  Worgy"  [?]  to  the  Horse's  well,  or  watering-place,  and 
then  ends  in  Havren  (the  Severn). 

This  charter  has  an  interesting  and  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  nianonal  history  of  the  district.  Ystrad 
MarcheU  was  one  of  the  six  ancient  commotes  of 
Powys.  The  others  were  Caereinion,  Mechain  Uchcoed, 
Mechain  Iscoed,  Mochnant,  and  Llanerchudol.  By  the 
ancient  laws  of  Wales  there  was  a  court  in  each  of 
these  commotes,  but  afterwards  each  became  a  Court 
Baron  and  Leet,  kept  after  the  use  of  England. 

The  commote  of  Ystrad  MarcheU  was  a  district 
which  extended  from  the  Severn  to  the  Vymwy,  and 
was  bounded  by  those  rivers  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  its  south-easterly  and  north-westerly  boundaries. 
It  included  the  whole  of  the  parish  of  Guilsfield  and 
part  of  the  parish  of  Meifod. 

The  present  manor  of  Ystrad  MarcheU  only  touches 
the  Severn  at  two  separate  points,  viz.,  at  the  town- 
ship of  Gungrog  fechan,  and,  about  four  mUes  lower 
down  the  river  at  the  township  of  Rheteskyn.  The 
intermediate  frontage  to  the  river  Severn  is  occupied 
for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  by  a  portion  of  the 
manor  of  Teirtref  (which,  singularly,  nearly  surrounds 
the  township  of  Gungrog  fechan),  and  the  remaining 

})ortion  is  occupied  by  the  manor  of  Tirymynech.  The 
atter  manor  consists  of  the  township  of  Tirymynech, 
in  the  parish  of  GuUsfield,  and  a  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Gungrog  fawr,  in  the  parish  of  Pool,  besides  a 
detached  portion  caUed  Moydog,  in  the  parish  of  Castle 
Caereinion. 

We  wiU  now  recur  to  the  foundation  ijharter  of 
Owen  Cyfeiliog  to  the  Abbey  of  Ystrad  MarcheU  ; 
and  upon  tracing  the  boundaries  of  the  land  of  *'Strat 
marghel,"  thereby  granted  to  the  monks,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  boundaries  of  the  manor  of  Tirymy- 
nech as  described  in  the  award  of  the  commissioners 
for  enclosing  the  waste  land  in  that  manor,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  they  in  the  main  coincide.  But  it  may 
be  asked  how  that  grant  to  the  monks  should  have  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL.  19 

effect  of  contracting  the  limits  of  the  commote  of  Ystrad 
Marchell.  It  is  explained  by  the  charter^  of  Edward 
de  Cherleton,  lord  of  Powys  (who  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,)  dated  at  Mathrafal,  in  1420. 
This  charter  confirmed  to  the  said  monks  (amongst 
other  lands)  their  land  called  "  Strat  marceU,"  and,  after 
reciting  a  previous  charter  of  his  father,  John  de  Qierle- 
ton,  which  stated  that  "  the  late  abbot  and  convent  of 
Strad  marcell,  and  their  predecessors,  from  the  time  of 
the  foundation  of  the  said  house,  had  had  their  court  of 
all  their  tenants  and  servants,  holden  by  their  steward, 
from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks,  or  for  greater  time  at 
their  will,  within  their  said  lands,  and  cognisance  of 
the  pleas/'  which  are  specified  ;  then  Edward  de  Cherle- 
ton, the  lord  of  Powys,  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the 
said  monks  all  their  lands,  and  ''  in  further  sustenance 
of  the  said  house,  abbot,  and  convent,  by  enlarging  their 
liberties,  did  confirm  to  the  monks''  certain  further 
privileges  particularly  specified;  and  thus  the  monks,  by 
custom  and  by  express  charter,  held  courts  of  all  their 
own  tenants,  who  were  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  several  manorial  courts,  and  the  lands  held  by 
this  religious  house  by  the  tenure  of  frankelmoigne  (in 
libera  eleemosyna)  were,  with  certain  detached  lands, 
constituted  into  a  separate  manor. 

It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  manor  of  Tirymynech 
owes  its  origin  to  a  grant  made  to  this  abbey ;  that,  in 
fact,  it  was  carved  out  of  the  commote  of  Ystrad  Mar- 
chell  by  the  original  foundation  charter  of  the  abbey, 
granted  by  its  founder,  Owen  Cyfeiliog ;  that  it  was 
held  by  the  abbey  as  a  manor  from  the  first,  but  had 
its  manorial  rights  extended  and  enlarged  by  Edward 
de  Cherleton,  by  his  charter  dated  8  Henry  V.  (1420.) 

The  next  acquisition  of  property  by  this  abbey  was 
from  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  but  the  only  record  of  it  is  in  the 
Inspeximus  charter  of  the  28th  Henry  VI.  This 
charter  we  shall  have  frequently  to  quote  as  supple- 
menting the  information  contained  in  charters  of  which 
1  MorUgomeryahire  Colledions^  i,  pp.  299-323. 
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we  have  copies  or  translations.  It  confirms  the  foun- 
dation charter  and  several  other  charters,  which  it  sets 
out  at  length,  and  it  then  recounts  shortly  other  char- 
ters and  grants  to  the  abbey,  of  which  there  is  a  long 
list,  but  not  in  chronological  order. 

After  reciting  the  above  mentioned  charters  at  length 
it  proceeds : 

'^Nos  autem  donaciones  concessiones  et  confirmaciones  pre- 
dictas  necnon  donacionem  et  concessionem  quas  Owinus  de 
Keueiliaac  fdius  Griffini  fecit  per  cartam  suam  Monachis  de 
Estradmarhell  in  perpetnam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  Abralie 
Dadaunut  filii  Goltwyn  in  piano  et  bosco  et  omnibus  pertinen- 
cibus  sciiicot  dimidietatem  Trefnant.'^ 

Tre&ant  is,  we  believe,  on  the  south-west  side  of  Powis 
Castle  Park,  and  in  the  parish  of  Castle  Caereinion,  but 
we  are  not  able  to  determine  the  precise  property. 

The  next  charter  mentioned  in  the  Inspeximus  is  one 
granted  by  Abraham  Dadaunut,  son  of  Goltwyn,  of  a 
moiety  of  Trefnant.     It  runs : 

'' Donacionem  eciam  et  concessionem  quas  Abraham 
Dadaunut  filius  Goltwyn  per  cartam  suam  fecit  Monachis  ejus- 
dem  loci  in  perpetnam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  eidem  Abrahe 
jure  hereditario  adjacente  scilicet  de  dicta  dimidietate  Trefnant 
in  piano  et  bosco  et  omnibus  pertinencibus.'^ 

These  two  grants  seem  to  be  by  the  lord  and  the 
tenant  of  their  respective  rights  to  the  same  land. 
The  foreffoing  grants  were  of  lands  situate  in  the 

?rovince  subsequently  called  Powys  Gwenwynwyn  or 
Ipper  Powys,  the  territory  of  the  founder  of  this 
house.  But  the  monks'  influence  was  extending,  as 
also  probably  their  means;  for  in  1176  we  find  them 
purchasing  land  in  Powys  Vadoc,  and  in  the  district 
now,  and  perhaps  then,  cialled  Merioneth. 

1176.  In  this  year  they  purchased  from  Meredith, 
son  of  Howel,  lord  of  the  province  called  Edeymiaun, 
(Edeyrnion)  the  land  called  "  Esgengaynauc,"  which  is 
probably  Cainog,  near  Rhug,  in  Edeyrnion.^  It  seems  to 

1  Ex  inf.,  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  Esq.,  of  Peniai th. 
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have  been  a  place  of  some  importance,  for  two  charters 
to  which  we  shall  have  to  aUude,  are  dated  from  "  Es- 
gengainoc."  The  original  charter,  of  which  we  are 
enabled  to  print  a  copy,  is  at  Rhug,  and  is  the  earliest 
original  charter  extant  relating  to  this  abbey. 

''  Omnibus  sancte  ecclesie  filiis  tam  presentibus  quam  futaris 
notum  sit.  Qaod  Ego  Mareduth  filius  Howel  dominus  pro- 
vincie  que  dicitur  Edeymiaun  dedi  et  concessi  pro  salute  anime 
mee  deo  et  beate  Marie  et  Monachis  de  Stradmarchell  to  tam 
terram  que  vocatur  esgengaynauc  in  omnibus  terminis  suis  et 
pertinentiis  in  liberam  scilicet  et  quietam  et  perpetuara  pos- 
sessionem. Volo  insuper  Ego  prefatus  Mareduth  omnibus 
notum  fieri  quod  heylewit  qui  aliquando  eandem  terram  tenebat, 
uendidit  totum  suum  ius  eiusdem  terre  prefatis  monachis  in 
liberam  et  quietam  et  perpetuam  possessionem.  Accepit  autem 
idem  heylewith  pro  tota  terra  ilia  a  predictis  monachis  duas 
libras  argenti  et  dimidium.  Madoc  uero  filius  lewarch  qui 
eandem  terram  calumpniabatur  uendidit  pro  una  libra  argenti 
prefatis  monachis  pro  se  et  pro  heredibus  suis  quicquid  iuris  in 
terra  supradicta  habebat ;  et  in  manu  Ithelli  abbatis  de  Strad- 
marchell prenominatam  terram  perpetuo  libere  et  quiete  possi- 
dendam  prefatis  monachis  dedit.  Volo  ergo  ego  prefatus 
Mareduth  ut  sepedicti  monachi  totam  prenominatam  terram  in 
omnibus  terminis  suis  et  pertinentiis  iure  perpetuo  possideant 
in  terris  et  pasturis.  et  in  omnibus  usibus  suis  et  utilitatibus. 
Et  ne  hec  mea  predicta  donatio,  sine  prenominatorum  uirorum 
predicta  uenditio,  processu  temporis  ab  aliquo  possit  uiolari 
tam  sigilli  mei  impressione  quam  bonorum  uirorum  attestatione 
muniui  et  coroboraui.  His  testibus,  Magistro  Riuaun,  Howel 
filio  Ithal,  Joruert  Saithmarohaug,  Joruerth  filio  Eynniaun, 
Meuric  filio  Kadugaun.  Facta  est  autem  hec  mea  predicta 
donatio  et  prefata  [uendicio]  in  manu  [prefjati  [abbatjis  anno 
scilicet  ab  incamatione  domini  M'*c"lxx'Yi®. 

The  seal,  partially  broken,  represents  a  warrior  on 
horseback;  a  portion  of  the  legend  remains  +  sigill. 

L  .  .  .     The  charter  is  endorsed,  apparently  in  a 

contemporary  hand,  "Maredud  super  Esgen  gainauc." 

It  seems  to  be  a  confirmation  by  Meredith,  son  of 
Howel,  the  superior  lord,  of  land  which  had  been  pre- 
viously purchased  by  the  monks  from  Heylewith  for 
two  pounds  and  a-half  of  silver;  but  Madoc,  son  of 
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Lewarch,  who  had  claimed  the  same  land,  had  sold  to  the 
monks  for  one  pound  of  silver,  whatever  right  he  had 
in  the  land.  The  monks  bought  up  the  rights  of  ad- 
verse claimants,  and  then  obtained  by  this  charter  the 
confirmation  of  the  superior  lord.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  charter  mentions  the  Abbot  Ithel,  possibly  the  first 
of  the  house.  The  name  Ithel  being  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  family  of  the  founder,  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  ren- 
ders it  probable  that  he  was  of  his  blood  and  kindred 
We  are  unable  with  certainty  to  identify  the  >¥itnesses. 
This  acquisition  led  the  monks  out  of  the  territory  of 
their  founder,  and  probably  had  important  conse- 
quences in  inducing  them  to  found  another  religious 
house. 

The  next  abbot  was  probably  Enoch,  mentioned  by 
Giraldus  Cambrensis,  who  relates  a  remarkable  tale  re- 
specting him  which,  although   previously  alluded  to,' 
cannot  appropriately  be  passed  over  in  this  place.  Enoch 
is  said  to  have  established  a  nunnery  at  Llansanfrid  in 
Powisia,    "Congregavit  coetum   virginum,    ex   quibus 
unam  postea  vitiavit,  ante  re  vera  homo  midtae  conti- 
nentiae,"  and  his  fall,  too  well  known  in  Wales,  was^ 
revealed  to  many  the  day  after  it  happened  by  Mele- 
rius,  a  Welshman,  who  possessed  the  knowledge  of  future 
events  and  the  occult  sciences.    This  Melerius  said  that 
a  demon  came  to  him  in  the  disguise  of  a  hunter,  and 
exulting  in  the  prospect  of  such  a  victory,  foretold  the 
ruin  of  the  abbot.     Gu^dus  remarks  "  that  the  end  in 
view  was  probably  the  humiliation  and  correction  of 
the  abbot,  as  was  proved  from  his  shortly  returning 
home  so  humbled  and  amended  that  he  scarcely  could 
have  been  said  to  have  erred.  Seneca  says,  '  He  falls  not 
badly  who  rises  stronger  from  his  fall.' '    Giraldus  adds 
that  Enoch  confessed  to  Conan,  the  good  and  religious 
Abbot  of  Alba  Domus,  upon  which  he  received  from 
three  priests  the  discipline  of  incontinence. 

This  miserable  tale  is  the  only  record  we  find  of 
Enoch,  probably  the  second  abbot  of  this  house,  and  it 
1  Monlgomenjshire  Collections^  il,  p.  303. 
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Tvill  be  remarked  that  the  Abbot  of  Alba  Doinus,  being 
his  confessor,  confirms  the  inference  previously  drawn 
from  the  terms  of  the  foundation  charter  of  Owen  Cy- 
feiliog,  that  Alba  Domus  was  the  mother  house  of  this 
abbey. 

The  nunnery  of  "  Llansanfrid  in  Powisia,"  was  doubt- 
less an  offshoot — and  probably  the  first — of  this  house. 
It  has  been  attributed  by  Leland  to  Llansantfrid  in 
Cardiganshire,  but  that  idea  is  negatived  by  Bishop 
Tanner,  who  states  that  he  thought  it  must  be  some 
other  Llansanfride,  because  Cardiganshire  was  not  in 
Powisia.  We  submit  that  the  nunnery  established  by 
Enoch  was  Llanllugan,  the  only  nunnery  in  Powisia,  and 
we  have  elsewhere  stated  our  vmw  that  Llanllugan  was 
probably  called  originally  "  Llansanfraid  Lleian,"  and 
in  the  course  of  time  *'San  fraid"  was  dropped  out  of  the 
name,  and  then  it  became  "  Llanlleian,^'  and  afterwards 
"  Llanllugan".^  Enoch's  sad  career  must  have  been  a 
short  one,  for  in  1176  Ithel  was  abbot  of  this  house, 
and  we  shall  find  by  the  next  mentioned  charter  that 
in  1183  Griffith  had  succeeded  to  the  abbacy. 

1183.  The  next  charter  to  which  we  shall  advert  is 
dated  on  the  14th  of  May,  1183,  and  in  it  is  men- 
tioned amongst  the  witnesses,  Griffith,  abbot  of  Strad- 
marchell.  This  charter  is  a  grant  from  Elisse,  son  of 
Madog,  and  first  cousin  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  to  the  monks 
of  Stradmarchell,  in  consideration  of  "  three  pounds,"  of 
all  the  land  called  "Llecheudin."  The  charter,  the  original 
of  which  is  at  Wynnstay,  runs  thus  : 

Noscant  Universi  sancte  Matris  Ecclesie  filii  tarn  presentes 
qaam  futuri  Quod  Ego  Elisse  Madoci  filius  vendidi  et  confirmavi 
monachis  de  Stradmarchell  pro  tribus  libris  in  propriam  et  per- 
petuam  possessionem  et  ab  omni  exactione  et  consuetadine 
seculari  liberam  et  quietam  plenarie  et  integre  et  honorifice 
totam  terram  que  vocatur  Llecheudin  cum  omnibus  terminis 
Buis  et  pertinentiis  videlicet  in  bosco  in  piano  in  aquis  in  pratis 
in  pasturis  et  in  omnibus  usibus  suis  et  utilitatibus.  Cujus 
autem  terre  veri  termini  sunt  ab  Abercummein  usque  ad  ejus 

1  Mo  ntyom  cry  shire  Collectio^is,  ii,  p.  304. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


24  THE  ABBEY  OF  YSTRAD  MARCHELL. 

ortam^  et  a  blain  cumhein  in  directum  usque  ad  Kairrunhok 
sicut  ducit  Bivulus  ille  qui  descendit  propius  juxta  vaduui 
dolwen  et  in  Rivulum  Ridolwen  Sursum  usque  ad  ortum  Rivuli 
qui  dicitur  Nanthucheldref,  et  in  Nanthucheldref  deorsum  usque 
Manachduner  et  a  Manachduner  sursum  usque  ad  Rivulum  qui 
dicitur  Alarch  et  sic  Alarch  usque  ad  Geyro.  Et  quod  volo  ub 
hec  mea  venditio  prefatis  monachis  inperpetuum  in  pace  per- 
maneat  tarn  sigilli  mei  impressione  quam  testium  attestatione 
munivi  et  corroboravi.  His  Testibus  Grifino  Abbate  de  Strad- 
marchell  et  Philippo  Priore  et  Gadugano  Converse  Magistro 
Riuaun  et  Magistro  Heylin,  Howel  filio  Ythael,  Yoruerd  Seith- 
inarchog,  et  multis  aliis  ffacta  est  autem  hec  venditio  apud 
Eskengainoc^  anno  videlicet  ab  incarnatione  domini  Milles- 
simo  centessimo  octogessimo  tertit)  quarto  decimo  autem  cal- 
endas  Maij. 

The  land  called  Llecheudin  is  minutely  described  by 
its  boundaries,  but  the  names  of  tfie  places,  with  two 
exceptions,  are  not  easily  identified.  The  exceptions 
are  "  Aber  Cummein  ;"  there  is  a  place  called  "  Cum- 
mein'^  between  Bala  and  Cerrig  y  Druidion,  and  not  far 
from  Gwyddelwem; — and  "Nanthucheldref" — "Uchel- 
dre  "  is  very  near  Gwyddelwem  ;  these  two  places  are 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  neighbourhood  in  which  the 
land  granted  by  this  charter  lay.  Among  the  wit- 
nesses, Philip,  prior  of  Stradmarchell,  as  well  as  Grif- 
fith, the  abbot,  appears,  and  the  charter  is  dated  from 
"  Esgengainoc,"  the  place  granted  by  the  charter  of 
1176.  In  the  Red  Book  of  St.  Asaph}  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  Articuli  convencionis  inter  P.  Abbat  de  Strat- 
marchell,  et  Howel  ap  Hova,  Kectorem  de  Llangwm, 
pro  firma  quanmdam  terrarum  apud  Esgyngaenog,  quas 
Dn  us  Gr  Bangor  Epu  s  tenuit,"  from  whidi  it  appears 
the  Bishop  of  Bangor  held  "Eskyngaenog"  at  a  subse- 
quent, but  not  specified  period. 

In  that  year  [1184]  died  Ithel,  abbot  of  Ystrad  Mar- 
cheU." 

''  Ynyflwyddyn  honno  y  bu  farw  Ithel  ahat  Ystrad  Mar^ 
chelV 

says  the  Brut  y  Tyv)ysogio7i. 

^  Nichols's  Collectanea  To^jogra^fhica  et  Oenealo(jica,  ii,  p.  265. 
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In  Brut  y  Saeson  the  date  is  given  as  1187,  thus — 
"  Anno  [?h"  clxxx]  xii*  y  bu  farw  Ithel  abat  or  Trallwiig" 
—(In  the  year  1187  died  Ithel,  Abbot  of  the  Trall- 
wng:'') 

The  Chronicles  disagree  with  each  other,  and  also 
with  the  charter  of  1183,  and  we  are  unable  to  recon- 
cile the  discrepancy.  Possibly  Abbot  Ithel  may  have 
resigned  his  office  some  years  before  his  death,  and  his 
successor  may  have  been  appointed  during  his  hfetime. 
This  conjecture  is  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty 
that  occurs  to  us ;  it  would  allow  an  interval  for  the 
short  career  of  the  erring  Abbot  Enoch. 

1185.  Prince  Wennunwen  (or  Gwenwynwyn),  the 
eldest  son  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  was  most  liberal  in  his 
gifts  to  the  monastery  founded  by  his  father.  He  made 
to  it  several  grants  of  portions  of  his  territories,  parti- 
cularly of  the  commote  of  Cyfeiliog.  It  is  remarkable 
that  at  least  two  of  the  grants  were  made  by  him  in 
the  lifetime  of  his  father — one 'in  1185  and  another  in 
1190,  and  possibly  a  third,  of  which  we  have  not  the 
date.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  Prince  of  Powys, 
and  inherited  all  his  territories;  but  from  the  above 
facts  it  would  appear  he  had  possession  of,  and  exercised 
dominion  over  some  of  them  before  his  father  s  death 
in  1197.  It  is  possible  his  father,  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  had 
put  on  the  habit  of  religion  for  many  years  before  he 
died  ;  and,  in  any  event,  after  the  year  1188,  when  he 
was  excommunicated  by  Baldwin,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, for  neglecting  his  summons  to  attend  him  at 
Shrewsbury,  no  more  is  recorded  of  him.  But  Wen- 
nunwen early  took  his  part  in  the  warfare  that  de- 
vastated his  country,  and  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father 
subdued  the  cantred  of  Arwystli,  and  recovered  his 
Castle  of  Pole  from  Archbishop  Hubert^  the  King's 
Justiciary.  From  these  circumstances  it  is  reasonable 
to  infer,  that  Owen  Cyfeiliog  had  resigned  to  his  son  his 
territories  for  some  years  previous  to  nis  death.  In  the 
year  1185,  Wennunwen  made  his  first  grant  of  land  to 
^  Montgomeryshire  CollectionSf  i,  10-12. 
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this  abbey.  It  is  dated  from  Dwalwem  (Tafolwem), 
which  would  then  appear  to  be  his  habitation,  as  it  had 
previously  been  that  of  his  father.  Tafolwem  is  situate 
in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair  in  Cyfeiliog,  and  gives 
name  to  a  township  there.  The  original  charter,  in  a 
perfect  state,  except  the  seal,  is  now  in  the  archives  of 
Wynnstay,  We  are  enabled,  at  present,  to  give  only 
a  copy  of  an  imperfect  translation  of  the  charter. 

'^  Know  as  well  present  as  future  Sons  of  our  Holy  Mother 
Churcli  that  I  Wennunwen  the  Son  of  Owen  of  Keveyllawc 
under  the  influence  of  piety  for  the  Salvation  of  my  Soul  and 
of  my  Father  and  Mother  and  my  Ancestors  and  successors  have 
given  and  granted  and  by  this  present  my  Charter  have  con- 
firmed [to  the  Monks  of  Strad  Marchell]  in  free  and  quiet  and 
pure  eleemosinage  and  perpetual  possession  freely  and  quietly 
well  and  peaceably  without  any  sort  of  reclamation  and  exaction 
and  secular  custom  the  whole  land  which  is  called  Havot  Oweyn 
with  all  its  boundaries  from  the  Blackditch^  direct  to  Ever- 
enwy  and  from  Evemoi  to  Nantereyre  Nantyreyre  all  along  to 
its  source  from  its  source  by  the  summit  of  the  mountain  all 
along  to  the  rising  of  Nanthanauc^  from  Nanthanauc  in  length 
all  along  to  Pullydan  on  the  other  side  from  the  said  Black- 
ditch  circuitously  all  along  to  the  rivulet  which  is  called  Hurd* 
Hurd  in  length  all  along  to  Hyaen  Hyaen  in  length  upwards 
all  along  to  the  ford  which  is  near  to  Talerdic  and  from  that 
ford  by  the  cavity  of  the  land  all  along  Weanrud  where  that 
rivulet  ariseth  which  descends  to  Pullydan  and  that  rivulet  all 
along  to  Pullydan  where  we  leave  it  I  have  also  given  Came- 
kalch^  with  all  its  boundaries  and  appurtenances  on  the  one 
part  from  the  Aber  of  a  rivulet  which  descends  to  Hyaen  in 
its  length  all  along  to  Bulchillogeyl  and  from  that  place  all 
along  by  the  summit  of  the  Mountain  to  Ryn  Egof  and  thence 
again  by  the  summit  of  the  Mountain  all  along  to  Blaen 
BodreyswaP  of  the  other  part  from  Brandi  of  Hyaen  by  the 
summit  of  the  Mountain  all  along  to  the  said  place  Blaen 
Bodreyswal      I  have  also  given  Pennant  Kenlleg*  in  these 

1  There  is  a  place  called  Ffosddu  about  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of 
Talerddig. 

2  Nantbanog,  a  tributary  of  Camo  river.  ^  Hwrdd. 

*  ?  Cwmcalch,  in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair,  near  Havod  Owen. 
6  There  is  a  farm  in  Llanbrynmair  called  Maesmedrisiol,  probably 
the  place  meant  here. 
«  ?  "Nantykyllyn. 
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boundaries  from  the  rising  of  the  rivulet  which  is  called  Nant- 
eresgollen  in  its  length  all  along  to  Dulas  Dulas  in  length  all 
along  to  Aber  Dengi^  Deng  indeed  upwards  to  its  source  in 
like  manner  also  that  land  which  is  between  Dulas  and  Nant- 
erescollen  I  will  therefore  I  the  said  Wennunwen  that  the  said 
Monks  the  said  lands  in  all  their  boundaries  well  and  in  peace 
and  quietly  without  any  exaction  and  challenging  or  secular 
custom  as  well  in  wood  as  in  plain  in  waters  in  ways  and  paths 
in  feedings  in  pastures  and  in  all  their  uses  and  usages  and  in 
all  liberties  in  every  sort  in  perpetual  right  may  possess  And 
lest  any  one  of  my  Successors  this  my  donation  the  devil  in- 
stigating him  should  endeavour  to  infringe  I  have  strength- 
ened and  confirmed  it  as  well  by  the  impression  of  my  seal  as 
the  attestation  of  good  men  These  being  witnesses  &oronwy 
ab  Eynaun'  Morfran  ab  David  Master  Heylin  and  Buvain 
Daniel  the  Priest  Meylir  ab  Nenau  Kadugaun  ab  Edwyvet 
Kener  ab  Kadugayn  Truly  this  my  Donation  hath  been 
made  in  the  hand  of  Griffin  the  Abbot  at  Dwalwem  in  the 
year  of  Grace  1185  the  7th  of  the  Ides  of  May/' 

The  charter  itself  is  very  perfect.  The  wax  of  the 
seal  is  gone,  but  the  old  bag  which  contained  it  re- 
mains. 

"  Havot  Oweyn"  and  the  river  Nantyreira  are  in  or 
bound  the  parish  of  Llanerfyl,  and  the  other  names, 
which  doubtless  can  be  identified  by  persons^  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  locality,  indicate  that  the  territory 
granted  by  this  charter  is  of  great  extent,  and  com- 
prises parts  of  the  parishes  of  Llanerfyl  and  Llanbrjni- 
mair. 

1190.  In  this  year  Wennunwen  granted  another 
charter  to  this  abbey,  dated  like  the  last  from  Tafol- 
wem,  and  the  original  charter  is  at  Wynnstay.  The 
witness,  "  Daniel,  the  son  of  the  priest  of  Keveiliauc," 
implies  that  celibacy  of  the  clergy  was  not  at  that 
period  the  xmiversal  rule  of  the  church.  The  priest  of 
Keveiliauc  would  probably  be  the  ecclesiastic  who  had 

*  Dyfngwm  (?). 

2  Ab  Seisyllt  of  Mathafarn,  related  by  marriage  to  the  House  of 
Cyfeiliog.— fe.H. 

*  Assistance  in  this  branch  of  the  subject  is  invited,  and  also  in 
identifying  the  names  of  the  witnesses. 
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charge  of  the  commote  of  Cyfeiliog,  in  which  there  was 
formerly  a  chapel  or  oratory.  Until  we  obtain  the 
original  text  of  the  charter  it  is  better  to  give  the 
translation,  which  we  possess,  with  notes  relative  to 
the  names  mentioned  therein. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Holy  and  indivisible  Trinity  Amen. 
Since  nothing  more  eflScaciously  opposeth  oblivion  and  chal- 
lenging than  writing  and  no  occasion  ought  to  hinder  the  in- 
tention of  a  holy  work  by  reason  of  which  perception  for  the 
perpetual  remembrance  of  my  donation  and  eleemosinage  I 
have  decreed  that  its  form  should  be  noted  down  in  writing 
This  therefore  its  form  I  Wennunwen  the  Son  of  Owen  of 
Keveiliauc  admonished  by  Divine  Inspiration  hath  given  to  be 
perennially  possessed  for  my  own  Soul  and  the  Souls  of  my 
Parents  to  God  and  the  Abbey  of  Estrad  Marchell  and  to  the 
use  of  the  Monks  for  the  future  Dengum  from  its  Summit  even 
to  its  outlet  Nantmeichat  in  like  manner  from  its  beginning 
even  to  Moch  Raiader  Negued  veneduc^  and  Pen  nan  Bach^ 
BotreiswaP  Pennan  legueinc  with  all  its  plains  and  mountains 
and  wood  being  on  the  Mountains  Lest  any  one  therefore 
should  hereafter  arise  to  challenge  my  donation  and  eleemo- 
sinary  Gift  under  the  writing  of  witnesses  and  the  fortifying 
of  my  Seal  I  have  confirmed  The  Witnesses  therefore  on  my 
part  are  Einiaun  and  Daniel  the  Son  of  the  Priest  of  Keveiliauc 
&c.  But  on  the  part  of  the  Church  are  GriflSth  the  Abbot 
Gorgon  of  [?  ap]Menon  the  Monk  &c.  Done  publicly  at  Dewal- 
guern  in  the  year  of  the  Incarnate  word  1190  Reigning  the 
King  of  England  Richard  by  name  in  his  second  year  the  8th 
Kalend  of  March/' 

The  original  is  very  perfect,  with  the  parchment  re- 
maining to  which  the  wax  was  attached. 

11(96).  *'  Ac  y  bu  vanv  ahat  y  trallwng)  (died  the 
abbot  of  Pool")  is  the  record  of  the  Brut  y  Saeson. 
"  Brut  y  TymysogionJ'  however,  ascribes  this  event  to 
the  preceding  year  (1 195)  thus  : — "  Y  flwyddyn  honno 
y  bu  farw  GrufFydd  abat  Ystrad  Marchell.  (That  year 
died  Griffith,  abbot  of  Ystrad  MarcheU.)     This  must 

^  Newydd  fynyddog,  a  monntain  in  tho  parish  of  Llanbrynmair. 
*  Pennant  Bacho,  a  farmhonse  in  Trefeglwys,  near  tho  boundary 
of  that  parish  and  Llanbrynmair. 
^  P  Maesmodrisiol,  see  p.  26,  n.  5. 
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have  been  Abbot  Griffith,  mentioned  in  the  three  lastr 
named  chartei-s,  dated  1183,  1185,  and  1190  ;  but  it*is 
to  be  noted,  that  in  the  next  charter,  dated  1198, 
Griffith,  the  abbot,  is  one  of  the  witnesses.  Whether 
this  throws  doubt  upon  the  date  of  the  Welsh  Chro- 
nicles, or  whether  the  succeeding  abbot  was  of  the 
same  name  as  his  predecessor,  we  are  not  able  to  de- 
termine. The  dates  of  the  Chronicles  do  not  appear  to 
be  reliable. 

1197.  In  this  year,  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  the  venerable 
founder  of  the  abbey,  departed  this  life,  and  the  Brut 
y  Saeson  records  the  fact  thus  : — 

Anuo  1197.  "  T71  y  vlwydyn  honno  gwedy  Tcymryt  hahit 
hrefyd  amdanaw  y  bu  vano  Owein  Tcyveiliauc  ac  y  claih  pwyt  yn 
Ystrat  MarchelU' 

''In  that  year,  having  taken  npon  him  the  habit  of  reli- 
gion, died  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  and  was  buried  at  Ystrad  Mar- 
chell." 

His  being  buried  in  the  abbey  is  an  interesting  fact, 
which  we  trust  may  lead  to  a  search  being  made  on  the 
site  of  the  abbey — ^now  a  mere  pasture — for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  the  stone  coffin  which  probably 
contained  the  remains  of  the  venerable  founder.  At 
his  death  he  must  have  been  of  great  age,  as  he  suc- 
ceeded his  grandfather,  Prince  Meredydd,  in  1130,  and 
died  in  1197;  and,  as  a  great  wa.rrior  and  bard  he 
found  a  fitting  resting-place  in  the  confines  of  the  house 
which  he  had  dedicated  to  God.  He  was  a  liberal 
patron  of  the  bards  of  his  time,  and  amongst  the  rest 
of  Cynddelw,  who  (tradition  says)  lived  at  Pentre  Mawr, 
near  Tafolwem. 

Cynddelw  Brydydd  Mawr  was  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated of  the  Welsh  poets,  and  flourished  from  about 
1 150  to  near  1200,  and  was  bard  to  many  of  the  Welsh 
princes.  His  poems  are  valuable  for  the  historical 
notices  which  they  contain,  as  well  as  for  the  excel- 
lence of  the  poetry,  and  they  occupy  a  considerable  space 
in  the  Mjifyrian  Archceology  of  Wales.     Within  three 
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years  after  Owen  Cyfeiliog's  death,  Cjnddelw  had  a 
contention  with  the  monks  of  this  monastery.  When 
threatened  with  excommunication  by  the  abbot,  and 
being  told  that  if  anathematised  he  could  not  be  buried 
in  consecrated  groimd,  he  replied  by  the  following 
stanza,  which  has  received  much  admiration,  and  whicn 
testifies  to  the  irreconcileable  discord  which  prevailed 
between  the  bards  and  the  religious  : — 

'^  Cen  i  bai  amnod  dyfod  im  herbyn 
A  Duw  gwyn  yn  gwybod 
Oedd  iawnach  i  fynach  fod 
Im  gwrthfyn  nag  im  gwrthod/' 

"  Since  against  me  no  covenant  can  be  shewn, 
As  the  pure  God  well  knows ; 
Becoming  were  it  for  the  monks 
To  ask  not  to  reject  me/^^ 

This  Englyn  clearly  shews  that  he  was  in  advance  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  was  a  decided  enemy  of 
the  superstitions  of  his  time. 

1198.  In  this  year  Elisse  ap  Madoc  ap  Griffith 
Maelor,  the  kinsman  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  who,  in  1183, 
had  effected  a  sale  to  the  monks,  made  another  sale  to 
them  for  the  price  of  eight  pounds  of  part  of  the  land 
which  was  called  Gwothelwern — Gwyddelwem  is  the 
name  of  a  parish  in  Edevmion.  The  boundaries  are 
minutely  given  in  this  cnarter,  and  probably  persons 
acquainted  with  the  locality  may  be  able  to  identify 
them.  The  transaction  testifies  to  the  growing  wealth 
and  ambition  of  the  monks,  as  this  purchase  was  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  their  own  abbey,  and  the 
price  at  that  period  was  considerable. 

Notum  sit  universis  Sancte  Matris  Ecclesie  filiis  tam  pre- 
sentibus  quam  futuris  Qaod  ego  Elisse  Madoci  filius  vendidi  et 
confirmavi  Monachis  do  Stradmarchell  pro  octo  libris  partem 
terre  que  dicitur  Gwothelwern  consensu  et  donatione  heredum 
ville  illius  in  his  terminis,  videlicet,  ab  helegluin  seithuc  usque 
ad  fossam,  et  sic  ducente  eadem  fossa  usque  ad  p^weun  et  in  do 

^  Woodward's  History  of  Wales^  p   535. 
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in  longitudine  usqne  ad  Moil  cassec,  et  a  moil  cassec  asqae  ad 
Rivalum  proxiinum  sibi  et  a  rivulo  illo  usqae  ad  alium  rivulam 
illo  maiorem.  Dedi  insuper  et  confirmavi  prefatis  Monachis 
totam  terram  que  dicitur  Bskengainoc  in  terminis  snis.  Sic 
dedit  eis  antecessor  raeus  Mareduth  filius  howel.  Dedi  etiam 
eis  totas  pasturas  in  Edeyrniaun.  Volo  igitur  ut  prenominati 
monachi  totas  prefatas  terras  et  pasturas  libere  et  quiete 
plenarie  et  integre  et  ab  omni  exactione  et  consuetudine  liberas 
perpetuo  iure  possideant,  videlicet  in  bosco  in  piano  in  aquis 
in  pratis  in  pascuis  in  omnibus  usibus  suis  et  ntilitatibus.  Et 
ne  hec  mea  donatio  seu  venditio  ab  aliqno  perditionis  filio  in 
posterum  violetur^  tarn  sigilli  mei  impressione  quam  testium 
attestatione  munire  et  coroborare  curavi.  His  testibus  Grifino 
abbate  de  Stradraarchell,  Pbillippo  priore,  Gadugano  con- 
verso,  Magistro  Buuaun,  Magistro  heilin,  bowel  filio  ythael, 
Yaruord  seithmarchoc  et  mnltis  aliis.  Datum  apud  esgengainoc. 
anno  ab  incamatione  domini  M'^c'^xc'Viii^®  idus  Maij. 

The  original  charter,  from  vrhich  the  seal  is  broken 
off,  is  at  Rhug.  It  is  endorsed,  apparently  in  a  con- 
temporary hand,  "  Carta  ville  de  Guitelwem,"  and  in  a 
more  recent  hand,  "  Kevylyoc.  The  expressions  "  con- 
sensu et  donatione  heredum  ville  illius"  shew  that  al- 
though Elisse  sold  the  land  and  received  the  price, 
the  consent  of  "  the  heirs"  was  deemed  to  be  necessary. 
By  the  charter  Elisse  also  confirms  the  grant  made 
by  Maredudd  ap  Howel  of  Eskengainoc,  from  whence 
it  is  dated.  Griffith  the  abbot  and  Philip  the  prior 
are  amongst  the  witnesses. 

1199.  In  this  year  Wennimwen  made  a  sale  to  the 
monks  of  a  large  extent  of  land.  In  1197  his  venerable 
father  Owen  Cyfeiliog  died,  and  Wennunwen  came  into 
full  possession  of  his  ancestralprincedom,  subsequently 
called  after  his  name  Powys  Wennunwen  or  Gwenwyn- 
wyn.  Thereupon  he  attempted  to  carry  out  a  long 
cherished  plan  of  extending  Wales  to  its  ancient  limits, 
and  with  that  end  in  view  he  assembled  a  large  army, 
and  besieged  the  Castle  of  Payn  in  Radnorshire,  de- 
claring that  after  he  had  gained  possession  of  that 
fortress,  he  would  ravage  the  whole  country  as  far  as 
the  Severn  ;  but  these  mighty  menaces  were  soon  dissi- 
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pated.  He  was  totally  routed  by  the  English,  and 
their  ally,  Gruffydd,  Prince  of  South  Wales.  Wennunwen 
lost  most  of  his  men  and  resources. 

This  occurred  in  1198,  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  this  reverse  may  have  led  the  gallant 
prince  to  part  with  this  portion  of  his  dominions, 
for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  to  the  monks  of  this 
abbey,  who  were  probably  his  wealthiest  neighbours. 
His  previous  grants  had  been  free-gifts.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  charter  is  dated  from  the  Abbey  of 
"  Strad  Marcher  itself,  which  lends  probability  to  the 
idea  that  the  prince,  after  his  defeat,  nad  sought  refuge 
in  the  religious  house,  which  had  been  founded  by  his 
father  and  which  was  under  deep  obligations  to  himself. 
He  there  sold  the  land  of  Roswidaul  for  five  pounds 
and  a  half,  which  was  a  large  sum  in  those  days  and 
testified  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  monks. 

The  charter  comprises  all  the  land  within  certain 
boundaries  which  it  particularises,  but  in  the  Inspex- 
itnus  Charter  of  28  Henry  VI.  it  is  mentioned  as  "  AU 
the  land  which  is  called  Roswidaul  and  Barredin," 
The  boundaries  are — 

"  From  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet  which  is  between  Roswidaul 
and  Barredin,  as  the  same  rivulet  leads  up  to  its  source,  and 
thence  in  a  straight  line  as  far  as  the  wood  which  is  called 
Blain  Kailan,  and  by  the  same  wood,  viz.,  between  the  wood 
and  the  plain  as  far  as  Buihithiar,  and  the  land  which  is  called 
Koskelchet ;  and  also  on  the  other  side  from  the  mouth  of  the 
rivulet  which  is  between  Roswidaul  and  Barredin,  Crewi,  in 
length  as  far  as  Cum  Ereruit,  and  by  the  rivulet  which  there 
flows  up  to  its  source.  And  moreover,  as  much  of  the  moun- 
tains as  pertains  to  these  lands.'* 

Roswidaul  (Rhosgwidol)  is  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Penegoes  in  the  ancient  commote  of  Cyfeiliog ;  and  the 
river  Crewi  separates  that  parish  from  the  parish  of 
Darowen,  in  which  Barredin  (Byrhedyn)  is  situated. 
We  are  unable  to  trace  and  identify  the  boundaries, 
but  we  think  it  most  probable  that  the  land  granted  by 
tliis  charter  is  identical  with  the  detached  portion  of 
the  manor  of  Talerddig,  which  is  situated  in  the  parish 
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of  Penegoes,  and  that  by  this  charter  the  monks  ac- 
quired tneir  manorial  rights  over  the  land  granted  by 
it,  which  subsequently  became  part  of  their  ecclesiastical 
manor  of  Talerddig.  If  this  conjecture  be  correct,  the 
following  farms  would  be  comprised  in  the  charter, 
viz.^  Rhiewgam  Monachty,  Cwmbir,  Rhos  whidol, 
and  Felin  newydd. 

What  led  the  monks  to  seek  the  acquisition  of  land 
situated  in  so  distant  and  inaccessible  a  part  of  the 
country  can  only  now  be  a  matter  for  conjecture.  It  is, 
however,  a  remarkable  circumstance  that,  at  the  present 
time  there  are  at  Rhosgwidol  extensive  lead  mines  being 
opened  up  and  proving  very  productive  and  lucrative ; 
and  in  every  direction  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
mineral  wealth  has  been  or  is  being  discovered.  Within 
a  circle  of  a  few  miles  from  Rhosgwidol,  where  lead  is 
now  being  obtained,  there  are  a  number  of  other  lead 
mines,  viz.  Bryn  y  fedwin,  Llanarch  yx  Ann,  Caylen, 
Moel  Fedwin  and  several  others,  as  well  as  the  very 
productive  mines  of  Dylifi  and  Esgair  Galen.  Can 
the  monks  have  had  an  inkling  of  the  mineral  wealth 
lying  hid  in  this  out-of-the-way  district,  which  led  them 
to  seek  to  acquire  lands  in  it  ?  We  throw  out  the  idea 
as  a  possible  indication  of  their  motives.  Still  it  would 
be  interesting  to  know  if  there  were  any  signs  of  ancient 
mining  works  having  been  carried  on  on  the  site  of  the 
lands  comprised  in  this  charter,  or  in  the  neighbouring 
parishes  where  the  monks  had  large  grants  of  land 
The  charter  was  in  the  following  terms,  its  contractions 
being  extended  : — 

^^  Omnibus  Sancte  Matris  ecclosie  filiis  tain  presentibus  quam 
futuris  notum  sit.  Quod  ego  Wennunwen  filius  Owini  et  viri 
quorum  fuit  terra  que  nominatur  Boswidaul  et  qui  earn  in  pace 
possidebant  uendidimus  monachis  de  Stradmarchel  in  liberam 
et  quietam  et  perpetuam  possessionem  totam  terram  cum  om- 
nibus pertinentiis  suis  que  est  infra  istos  terminos :  Scilicet  ab 
Aber  riuuli  qui  est  inter  Roswidaul  et  Barredin,  sicut  ducit 
idem  riuulus  susum  usque  ad  eius  ortum,  et  inde  in  directum 
usque  ad  nemus  quod  aicitur  Blain  Kailan,  et  per  idem  nemua 
gcilicet  inter  nemus  et  campum  usque  ad  Ruihithiar,  et  terram 
VOL.  IV.  n 
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que  nominatur  Roskelchet.  Efc  item  ex  alia  parte  ab  Aber 
riuuli  qui  est  inter  Roswidaul  et  Barredin  Crewi  susum  in 
loDgum  usque  ad  Cum  Ereruit  et  per  riuulum  qui  ibi  currit 
usque  ad  eius  ortum.  Insuper  et  quantum  pertinet  de  mon- 
tibus  ad  terras  illas.  Vendidimus  autem  eisdem  raonachis  pro 
quinque  libris  et  dimidia  totam  prefatam  terram  cum  omnibus 
pertiuentus  suis,  in  bosco  scilicet  in  piano  in  aquis  et  pascuis 
et  in  omnibus  utilitatibus  suis  libere  et  quiete  bene  et  in  pace 
et  sine  omni  exactione  vel  consuetudine  secular!  iure  perpetuo 
possidendam.  Et  ne  processu  temporis  hec  nostra  uenditio 
ab  aliquo  possit  uiolari  ego  prenominatus  Wennunwen  earn 
presentis  scripti  munimine  etsigilli  mei  impressione  et  testium 
attestatione  coroboraui.  His  testibus  Sigerius  prior,  Aaron 
cellario,  Tegwaret,  Daniel,  Goron',  Elfin,  conuersis  de  domo 
predicta.  De  secularibus  uero  Daniele  filio  sacerdotis,  Goron' 
filio  Euin^  Meiler  filio  Riawal,  Maredud  filio  Philippi,  Cin- 
niaun  filio  Llewarch.  Facta  est  autem  predicta  uenditio  apud 
Stradmarcbel  anno  ab  incarnatione  domini  m?  c  nonagesimo 
nono."^ 

We  are  glad  also  to  be  able  to  print  a  fac-simile 
(produced  by  photo-lithograpliy)  of  this  charter,  which 
gives  it  with  perfect  fidelity,  and  quite  as  legibly  as  the 
original  charter.*  Attached  to  the  charter  are  the 
remains  of  a  fine  equestrian  seal,  with  the  imperfect 

legend.    .    .    Gill'  Gvenvnw Among    the 

ecclesiastics  who  are  witnesses  are  Sigerius  the  prior 
and  Aaron  the  Cellarer,  whilst  the  lay  witnesses  com- 
prize "  Daniel  Son  of  the  priest,"  who  has  been  before 
alluded  to. 

(To  be  continued.) 

^  Montgomeryshire  Collections^  ii,  114. 

*  This  charter  is  also  printed  from  our  photograph  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries^  vol.  iii  (new  ser.),  384. 

*  The  photograph  (from  which  the  photo-lithograph  was  pro- 
duced) was  taken  when  the  charter  was  in  the  possession  of  Miss 
Conway  Griffith  of  Cari'egllwyd,  to  whom  it  had  been  bequeathed. 
A  copy  of  the  photograph  was  sent  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn, 
Bart.,  and  also  to  Sir  Hugh  Williams,  Bart. — the  latter  of  whom 
instantly  recognised  it  as  having  once  been  among  the  charters 
relating  to  this  abbey,  at  Wynnstay.  Subsequently  the  photograph 
was  the  means  of  the  original  charter  being  restored  to  its  proper 
repository,  Wynnstay. 
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ST,  GERMANUS'S  BLESSING  OR   PROPHECY 

OF  PERPETUAL  SOVEREIGNTY  TO  THE  FAMILY  OF 
CADELH  DYRNLLWG,   KING  OP   OLD  POWYS. 

By  THE  Rev.  W.  V.  LLOYD,  M.A.,  F.R  G.S. 

{Read  at  the  Third  Annual  Mcetwg,  on  Mh   Odoher,  1870.) 


The  History  of  the  Britons,  ascribed  to  Nennius,  relates 
that  King  Vortigem,  at  an  assembly  of  clerics  and 
laics,  suggested  that  St.  Germanus  was  the  father  of  a 
child,  the  fruit  of  the  king's  incestuous  intercourse. 
Two  MSS.  of  no  great  authority,  but  useful,  inasmuch 
as  they  have  perpetuated  in  this  instance  what  was 
doubtless  an  old  tradition,  contain  a  passage  to  this 
effect :  that  Vortiraer,  King  Vortigern's  son,  was 
present  at  the  synod;  that  he  fell  at  the  feet  of  St. 
Germanus,  begged  him  to  pardon  the  outrage  of  his 
father,  and  gave  him  the  land  on  which  the  synod  was 
assembled.  The  place  thenceforth  called  Guarthennian, 
signifying  "  the  calumny  just  retorted,"  was  probably 
Worthen ;  and  one  of  the  churches  founded  by  St. 
Germanus  is  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Castell 
Caereinion.  Moreover,  we  seem  to  have  an  incidental 
confirmation  of  part  of  the  story,  at  least,  in  the  inscrip- 
tion on  Eliseg's  pillar.  This  memorial  pillar,  formerly 
a  cross,  was  placed  over  the  remains  of  Eliseg,  Prince  of 
Powys,  and  gave  a  name  to  the  valley  and  its  abbey  of 
"Valle  Crucis,"  near  Llangollen.  The  inscription  in- 
forms us  that  the  cross  was  erected  by  his  great  grand- 
son. Prince  Concenn.  It  is  impossible  sumdently  to 
lament  the  mutilated  state  of  the  cross  itself,  as  well 
as  the  inscription   on  the  remaining  portion  of  thifl 
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interesting  relic  of  so  early  and  dark  a  period  as  the 
ninth  century.  Concenn  was  himself  Prince  of  Powys, 
and  was  murdered  at  Rome,  a.d.  848.  It  relates  that 
"this  is  the  Eliseg  who  recovered  by  his  sword  his 
inheritance  of  Powys  from  the  power  of  the  Angles." 
It  speaks  of  the  ancestors  of  Eliseg  of  "Guartimer 
(Vortimer),  whom  St.  Germanus  blessed,  the  son  of 
Guarthigern,  whom  Severa  bore  to  him,  the  daughter  of 
King  Maximus,  who  killed  the  King  of  the  Komans 
{i.  e.,  the  Emperor  Gratian)."  The  inscription  thus  con- 
cludes :  "  Conmarch  engraved  this  inscription  at  the 
request  of  his  king  Concenn.  May  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord  be  upon  Concenn,  and  on  his  whole  family,  and 
on  the  whole  region  of  Powys." 

This  blessing  of  Vortimer  by  St.  Germanus  seems  to 
throw  some  light  upon  the  much  controverted  history 
of  our  early  Powysian  princes,  who,  anterior  to  their 
settlement  at  Mathraval,  when  Powys  was  a  respectable 
kingdom,  had  Shrewsbmy  as  a  capital.  I  allude  to  the 
legendary  account  Nennius  gives  of  the  blessing  of 
Cadelh,  of  Moel  Benlli,  by  St.  Germanus,  and  the  later 
chroniclers  identification  of  the  latter  with  Cadelh 
DymUwg,  king  of  Powys.  Nothing  has  contributed  so 
much  to  efface  the  faint  landmarks  of  our  early  history, 
and  to  destroy  all  faith  in  our  otherwise  credible  records, 
as  the  system,  adopted  in  times  of  superstition  and 
ignorance,  of  intermixing  historical  facts  with  pious 
frauds  and  anachronisms.  I  think  that  we  may  dis- 
cover an  instance  of  this  in  the  passage  of  identification 
in  Nennius,  "  ipse  est  Catel  Dumluc." 

This  unfortunate  gloss,  involving  as  it  does  a  serious 
anachronism,  has  served,  quite  as  much  as  the  story  of 
the  miraculous  resuscitation  of  Cadell  of  Moel  BerJli's 
calf,  with  which  Nennius  has  adorned  his  legend,  to 
throw  grave  doubt  and  discredit  upon  an  otherwise 
credible  historical  incident. 

Cadelh  Dyrnllwg,  King  of  Powys,  the  fourth  de- 
scendant from  Catigern,  the  second  son  of  Vortigern, 
could  not  have  been  personally  blessed  by  St.  Ger- 
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manus.     No  accepted  scheme  of  chronology  gives  St. 
Germanus  and  Cadelh  Dymllwg  as  contemporaries. 

Now  it  is  known  that  Dunawd  founded  the  cele- 
brated monastery  of  Bangor  Iscoed,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Dee  in  Flintshire,  under  the  patronage  of  Cyngen, 
the  son  of  Cadelh  Dyrnllwg,  and  that  he  was  still 
abbot  of  the  same  when  St.  Augustine  came  to  Britain. 
The  earliest  date  assigned  to  this  event  is  a.d.  599. 
Brochwel  Ysgithrog,  who  commanded  the  Britons,  or 
rather  the  reserve  Jeft  for  the  protection  of  the  monks, 
at  the  battle  of  Bangor,  about  a.d.  617  (or  eighteen 
years  after)  was  married  to  the  abbot's  sister,  and  was 
the  grandson  of  Cadelh  Dyrnllwg.  The  latter  must 
therefore  have  reigned  in  Powys  about  the  middle  of 
the  sixth  century,  but  we  know  on  undoubted  authority 
that  St.  Germanus  died  at  llavenna  in  the  year  448. 
He  therefore  never  conferred  his  apostolic  and  pro- 
phetic blessing  on  Cadelh  Dynilhvg,  although  we  have 
the  still  existing  evidence,  on  Eliseg's  pillar,  that  he 
blessed  his  collateral  ancestor,  Vortimer. 

It  is  with  the  view  of  offering  some  reasonable  ex- 
planation that  prominence  is  here  given  to  this  historical 
difficulty. 

The  earliest  extant  form  of  the  Histo7y  of  the  Britons, 
(Ilistoria  Britonnm)  seems  to  be  preserved  in  a  MS. 
in  the  Bibliotheque  Imp^riale  at  Paris.  As  the  earliest 
known  edition  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  to  be  the  most 
reliable.  It  is  that  of  the  edition  written  in  Kent  in 
675.  Now  this  earliest  edition  omits  the  essential 
sentence  of  identification  "  ipse  est  Catel  Dumluc " 
(p.  64),  which  appears  in  the  later  Vatican  MS.,  and 
in  the  editions  of  the  years  831,  857,  907,  and  976. 
The  latter  are  of  the  era  of  Nennius,  who  therefore  can 
only  be  considered  as  a  compiler  or  later  editor  of  the 
Historia  Britonum,  or  of  some  of  its  later  forms  in 
which  it  has  reached  us.  Now  this  omission  lends 
some  countenance  to  the  supposition  that  Nennius  or 
the  later  editors  of  the  History  of  the  Britons,  living 
sjome  five  centuries  after  the  events  they  recorded,  were 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


3S  ST.    GERM  anus's   BLESSING. 

mistaken  in  their  identity  of  Cadelh  of  Moel  Benlli,  and 
Cadelh  Dyrnllwg.  The  incidents  which,  apart  from  the 
miraculous,  properly  belonged  to  the  earUer  Cadelh,  the 
contemporary  of  St.  Germanus,  seem  to  have  been 
transferred  to  his  more  celebrated  namesake,  Cadelh 
DyrnUwg,  of  Vortimer  s  family,  whose  line  held  the 
sovereignty  of  Powys  when  Nennius  wrote  his  history. 
We  have  seen  that  the  pillar  of  Eliseg  was  of  the  era 
of  Nennius,  erected  by  Concenn,  Prince  of  Powys, 
murdered  in  848.  Its  inscription  records  no  less  than 
five  preceding  generations  of  the  royal  line  of  Cadelh 
Dyndlwg,  and  mentions  the  blessing  of  Vortimer  by 
St.  Germanus;  but  from  its  mutilated  condition  we 
can  but  infer  the  purport  of  the  blessing,  viz.,  that  of 
continuous  sovereignty  of  his  line  over  Powys. 

But  the  question  may  be  more  satisfactorily  answered, 
what  was  the  purport  of  the  blessing  which  Nennius 
tells  us  was  pronounced  by  St.  Germanus  on  Cadelh  of 
Moel  Benlli  ?  It  is  this  :  "  You  shall  be  sole  king  from 
this  day,  nor  shall  a  king  of  your  race  ever  be  wanting." 
Nennius  adds :  "  He  was  Catel  Dumluc,  and  aU  his 
sons  were  made  kings,  and  by  their  descendants  the 
whole  region  of  Powys  is  governed  to  this  day.''  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  Nennius  was  speaking  in  the  ninth 
century  of  what  St.  Germanus  had  prophesied  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  making  the  latter  a  very 
respectable  prophet  of  what  had  occurred  for  the  inter- 
vening four  centuries.  The  testimony  of  Nennius  to 
what  was  transpiring  in  his  own  day  may  be  relied 
upon.  It  is  moreover  supported  by  the  contemporary 
record,  the  inscription  on  Eliseg's  piUar  or  cross ;  but 
his  authority  becomes  sensibly  weakened  when,  he 
attempts  to  connect  current  events  with  the  name  of 
St.  Germanus,  and  with  a  Cadelh,  his  contemporary, 
who  must  have  flourished  some  four  centuries  before 
Nennius  wrote.  The  impossible  identification,  "  ipse 
est  Catel  Dumluc,"  it  is  not  improbable  was  introduced 
by  the  monkish  historians  to  gratify  the  pious  instincts 
or  worldly  pride  of  the  reigning  family  of  our  Powysian 
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Princes,  as  much  sa  to  raise  the  prophetic  character  of 
St.  Germanus. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  blessing  or  promise 
of  perpetual  sovereignty  over  Powys  to  either  Vortimer 
or  to  his  descendant,  Cadelh  Dymllwg,  was  either 
handed  down  by  tradition,  or  that  the  protracted  reign 
of  this  one  dynasty  over  Powys  was  the  peg  upon  which 
a  nice  little  prophecy  was  hung.  Divested  of  the  mar- 
vellous, the  historical  veracity  of  Nennius  for  the  fact 
has  not  only  the  independent  testimony  of  the  inscrip- 
tion on  Elisegs  pillar,  but  also  that  of  the  Welsh 
"Brut,"  {Myv.  Arch.,  ii,  p.  506),  which  informs  us  that 
the  sovereignty  was  not  finally  wrested  from  the  family 
of  Cadelh  Dyrnllwg  untd  a.d.  1062,  when  it  says,  "  The 
brothers  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon  took  the  sovereignty 
of  Powysland  from  the  tribe  of  Brochwel  Ysgithrog  (the 
grandson  of  Cadelh)  which  was  not  right." 

But  shall  we  say  "finally  wrested?"  St.  Germanus 
forbid !  The  commissioners  appointed  to  draw  out  the 
lineage  of  Henry  VII.  deduce  him  from  Cadelh  Dyrnllwg, 
through  Angharad,  the  mother  of  Ednyfed  Vychan.  Is 
not  Queen  Victoria,  then,  who  now  reigns  over  Powys 
as  well  as  other  equally  happy  and  loyal  regions,  a 
descendant  of  Cadelh  Dyrnllwg,  and  is  not  tlie  pre- 
diction of  St.  Germanus  being  still  verified,  "A  King," 
or  ruler,  "of  your  race  shall  never  be  wanting"? 
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No.  II. — Mathraval. 

By  the  Rev.  GEORGE  SANDFORD,  M.A. 

(R^ad  at  the  Third  Annunl  Meeting^  on  Atth  October,  1870). 


The  historic  name  of  Mathraval,  traceable  through 
mediaeval  ages,  will  always  be  regarded  with  interest 
by  the  student  of  Montgomeryshire  antiquities,  although 
the  relics  of  its  former  grandeur  are  few  and  unpre- 
tending. It  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Llangyniew, 
above  the  bank  of  the  Banwy,  previous  to  its  junction 
with  the  Oweddyn  or  Mechain,  and  the  consequent  for- 
mation of  the  copious  river  Vyrnwy.  One  side  was 
guarded  by  the  steep  over  the  river,  and  the  other  three 
sides  by  a  vast  rampart  of  stone  and  earth,  and  a  veiy 
deep  foss,  and  a  high  exploratory  mount,  in  which  had 
probably  been  a  castelet,  filling  one  corner. 

The  remote  antiquity  of  Mathraval  may  be  inferred 
from  sundry  vestiges  of  British  encampments,  appa- 
rently of  a  very  pristine  character,  which  are  scattered 
over  the  hills  in  the  neighbourhood,  especially  at  Math- 
raval Fridd,  and  the  conical  hill  of  Garthen  in  the 
hamlet  of  Llangyniew,  which  are  supposed  to  have 
formed  with  Mathraval  itself  an  equilateral  triangle, 
each  of  whose  sides  would  be  about  a  mile  in  length. 

It  is  deemed  also  to  have  been  a  Roman  station,  and 
conjectured  by  some  archaeologists  to  have  been  "the 
Mediolanum  of   the   Ordovices,''^  which   lay  between 

1  Camden's  Britannia  Antiqua,  "  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the 
Mediolanum  of  the  Ordovicea  celebrated  by  Antoninus  and  Ptolemy 
stood  in  the  county  of  Montgomery.  The  lines  of  position  between 
Bononium,  now  Banc^or  on  the  Dee,  and  Rutunium,  now  Rowton 
Castle,  cross  each  other  betwixt  Mathraval  and  Llanvyllin."  See 
Llangyniew,  Lewis's  Topographical  Dictionary,  and  Pennant's  Wales, 
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Bangor  and  Rowton  Castle,  for  in  this  western  ex- 
tremity of  the  lovely  vale  of  Meifod,  the  ancient  Wat- 
ling  street  and  the  Via  Devana  would  intersect  each 
other,  and  aflford  commercial  advantages  to  such  a  town. 

Some  Roman  remains,  especially  tiles  and  mortar, 
have  been  reported  on  good  authority  to  have  been 
discovered  here,  and  a  recent  explorer^  has  added  con- 
firmatory evidence  from  personal  inspection.  Moreover 
the  peculiar  configuration  of  the  site  supports  this 
theory,  bearing  its  testimony  to  the  energy  and  skill 
of  its  early  occupants.  It  is  also  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  it  was  a  prevailing  custom^  with  princes 
in  the  mediaeval  period  of  our  history  to  erect  their 
palaces  on  the  area  of  stations  previously  tenanted  by 
Roman  camps.  Some  travellers,  too,  have  imagined 
that  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Banwy^  in  Gwern 
ddA  wood,  a  circular  entrenchment,  and  a  round  moat 
in  a  field  beyond  are  memorials  of  a  winter  station  of 
the  Romans.  It  does  not  however  appear  needful  or 
desirable  to  circumscribe  within  narrow  limits  Medio- 
lanum,  and  its  appendages,  or  to  claim  exclusive  privi- 
leges for  Mathraval.  Llanfyllin  and,  Meifod  are  not 
without  a  plea  for  traces  of  Roman  sway,  and  about  a 
mile  from  the  church  of  the  latter  place*  is  "the  gates 
acre,"  or  "  Erw  r  Forth,"  which  is  supposed  by  some  to 
have  taken  its  name  from  one  of  the  gates  of  the  old 
city.  Moreover  causeways,  foundations  of  buildings, 
floors,  and  hearths  are  said  to  have  been  occasionally 
discovered  by  labourers  in  this  locality. 

In  a  later  age,  OflSi,  the  Saxon  king  of  Mercia,  who 

^  In  1849,  the  Rev.  H.  Longueville  Jones  (the  editor  of  the  Ar- 
chceohgia  Camhrensie)  stated,  "  that  he  had  hitely  found  fragments 
of  Roman  tile,  mortar,  and  other  undeniable  vestiges  of  Roman 
occupation  in  the  fosse  of  the  entrenched  work  at  Mathraval.  He 
considered  these  remains  might  serve  to  establish  the  site  of  the 
station  of  Mediolanum,  occurring  in  the  second  Iter  of  Antoninus 
on  the  way  from  Uriconium  to  Segontium."  ArcJuBologkal  Journal^ 
vi,  p.  399. 

°  Camden.  '  Lewises  Topographical  Diciloianj, 

*  Camden's  Britannia  Antlqna. 
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commenced  his  reign  in  a.d.  756,  drove  the  ancient 
Britons  from  the  plain  country  to  the  hills,  and  drew  a 
line  of  demarcation,  still  called  "Offa's  dyke,"  the  known 
boundary  of  his  dominions,  within  which  no  Welsh- 
man was  to  trespass,  except  on  peril  of  the  amputation 
of  his  right  hand,  or  loss  of  his  Ufe. 

With  sorrowing  hearts  the  princes  of  Powys  retired 
from  their  ancestral  palace,  subsequently  the  site  of  the 
venerable  church  of  St.  Chad  in  Pengwern  Powys,  now 
Shrewsbury,  and  about  the  year  781,  took  up  their 
residence  at  Mathraval,  either erectingacastellated  palace 
or  enlarging  one  previously  built,  until  it  extended  over 
a  surface  of  two  acres,  and  bore  the  aspect  of  a  noble 
fortress,  and  became  the  seat  of  government  for  about 
four  hundred  years,  during  which  period  a  tribute^  of 
four  tons  of  honey  was  ordinarily  paid  to  the  reigning 
Prince  of  Aberfraw,  or  Gwynedd. 

Mervyn  ap  Rhodri  Mawr  was  the  first  princely  occu- 
pant of  this  stately  stronghold,  and  wore  his  own  special 
crown  (cercum)  and  chain^  of  twisted  gold  links,  like  a 
Celtic  monarch,  and  armlets  and  anklets  of  the  same 
metal,  the  special  badges  of  the  sovereignty  of  Powys- 
land.  Here  stood  the  throne  of  Angharad  verch 
Llewelyn,  and  of  her  grand-daughter,  Angharad  verch 
Meredith,  whose  martial  spirits  needed  no  intervention 
of  the  Salic  law.  Here  Bleddyn  ap  Cynfyn  ruled  in 
peace  and  affluence,  reviving  and  improving  the  code  of 
laws  instituted  by  Howel  Dha,  and  possessing  the  tem- 
porary sovereignty  of  Gwynedd  and  Deheubarth.  Here 
Meredith  ap  Bleddyn,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 

^  History  of  Wales,  by  Jane  Williams,  p.  140. 

*  Gwenvvyn  is  represented  as  being  distinguished  by  the  Eador- 
chawg,  or  chain  of  twisted  gold  links,  with  which  the  Celtic  tribes 
always  distinguished  their  monarchs,  and  his  armlets  and  anklets, 
of  the  same  metal,  were  peculiar  to  the  Prince  of  Powys,  as  an  in- 
dependent sovereign.     Sir  WaUer  Scott's  Betrothed,  chap.  2. 

At  Bryn  Sion,  a  golden  torque  of  ^rcat  beauty  was  found  some 
years  ago,  and  added  to  the  Eaton  Hall  collection  by  the  Marquis 
of  Westminster,  who  purchased  it  for  £400.  Timbs*  Ahbci/s,  Castles, 
and  Ancient  llalL', 
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gavel-kind,  so  disastrous  to  the  tranquillity,  welfare, 
and  independence  of  Wales,  divided  his  kingdom  into 
Upper  (Uchaf)  and  Lower  (Isaf)  Powys,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  posterity.     Here  reigned  his  grandson,  Owen 
Cyfeiliog  ap  Griffith,  eminent  as  a  prince,  poet,  orator, 
and  saint,  although  the  sentence^  of  excommunication 
was  fulminated  against  him,  because  he  alone  of  the 
sovereign  princes  of  Wales  had  neglected  to  meet  at 
Shrewsbury  Archbishop  Baldwin,  the  representative  of 
the  Pope,  and  the  English  king,  on  his  crusading  expe- 
dition.    He  contributed  some  of  the  finest  lays  in  his 
native  language  to  the  Augustan  period  of  Cambrian 
literatiu-e,  among  which  may  be  mentioned^  the  Ilirlas 
Owain,  said  to  have  been  composed  after  the  glorious 
battle  of  Crogen,  a.d.  1165.     He  appointed  as  his  poet 
laureate,  Cynddelw  Brydydd  Mawr,or  *'the  great  bard," 
who  resided  at  Llechwedd  Isav,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Vyrnwy,  preeminent  among  the  Druid  bards,^  and  took 
a  distinguished  part  in  the  Eisteddvodau,  or  triennial 
assemblies  of  the  bards  and  minstrels,  held  on  a  neigh- 
bouring knoll  within  a  circle  of  stones*  (C'yl?  Cyngrair) 
with  a  large  stone  in  the  middle,  Maen  Llog  (or  the 
stone  of  covenant),  beside  which  the  presiding  bard 
stood.    Towards  the  close  of  his  illustrious  and  popular 
career  he   assumed^  the   habit  of  religion  at  Ystrad 
Marchell,  the  Cistercian  monastery,  which  himself  had 
founded. 

The  poet  Southey,  in  his  Madoc  in  Wahs,  describes 
his  hero  visiting  the  princely  walls  of  this  venerable 
edifice: 

"  MathravaPs  Lord,  the  Poet  and  the  Prince, 
Cyfeiliog  stood  before  them  in  his  pride  ; 
His  hands  were  on  the  harp,  his  eyes  were  closed  ; 

^  History  of  Wales,  hy  Jane  Williams,  p.  288. 
8  Williams's  History  of  Wales,  p.  258. 

^  So  called  from  their  enthusiastic  regard  for  the  traditional  re- 
mains of  ancient  British  literature. 
*  Owen's  Llywarch  Hen. 
8  Montgomeryshire  Collections,  vol.  i,  p.  10. 
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His  head,  as  if  in  reverence  to  receive 

The  inspiration,  bent ;  anon  he  raised 

His  glowing  countenance,  and  brighter  eye. 

And  swept  with  ]mssionate  hand  the  ringing  harp/' 

From  this  ca8tle-})alace  his  capricious  and  restless  son, 
(jwenwynwyn,  sallied  to  many  a  daring  and  fien>; 
adventure'  (the  most  flagitious  of  which  was  perhajw 
the  assiissinatioii  of  his  kinsman,  Owen  Vychan,  son  of 
Owen  Meredith,  Prince  of  Lower  Powys,  at  Carregho\ii 
C-astle),  before  he  conjpleted  and  adopted  as  the  chief 
residence  of  his  race  the  noble  structure  of  Ciistell  Coch 
yn  Mhowys,*  now  called  Powis  Castle,  which  had  been 
interruj)ted  in  its  progress  of  erection  by  the  untimely 
death  of  his  kinsman,  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn  ap  Cynfyn, 
who  was  murdered  by  his  own  nephew,  Madoc. 

Tmdition  celebrates  the  happy  era  of  the  princes  of 
Powys  at  Mathraval, 

"  With  hawk  and  honnd  afield,  and  harp  in  hall.'* 

within  whose  spacious  area  was  freely  circulated  on 
sundry  joyous  festivals,  the  Hirlas  Horn,  to  which  we 
have  frequent  allusion  :^ 

"  Fill  again  the  spoil 
Of  the  wild  bull,  with  silver  wrought  of  yore, 
And  bear  the  golden  lip  to  Tudyr  s  hand." 

when  music,  poetry,  and  oratory  had  their  palmy  season 
of  prosperity. 

From  these  memorable  ramparts  for  successive  cen- 
turies various  renowned  warriors  issued  to  the  battle 
field,  or  their  lifeless  bodies  were  conveyed  in  solemn 
pomp  to  the  royal  vault  at  Meifod  church,  where  also 
the  members  of  the  rival  house  of  Lower  Powys,*  such 
as  Madoc  ap  Meredith,  who  died  at  Winchester,  in 
A.D.  1160j  and  Griffith  Maelor,  Lord  of  Bromfield,  in 

^  Mofitgomeryshire  Collections^  v.  i,  p.  12. 
2  Lewis's  Topographical  Bictionanj. 
^  Southey's  Madoc  in  WaleSy  canto  10. 
*  Nicholson's  Cambrian  Guide,  p.  418. 
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1188  A.D.,  desired  to  repose  in  the  hereditary  burial- 
place. 

The  glory  of  Mathraval  passed  away  concurrently 
with  the  transfer  of  the  royal  residence  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Welshpool.  Subsequently  the  old  palace 
was  repaired,  enlarged,  and  for  a  short  time  occupied 
by  an  able  and  spirited  Norman  chieftain,  named  Robert 
de  Vipont,  and  garrisoned  for  King  John,  who  displayed 
in  its  deliverance  from  the  beleaguering  host,  under  the 
Prince  of  Gwynedd,  and  his  allies,  unusual  prowess  and 
energy  worthy  of  his  Plantagenet  descent,  and  indi- 
cations of  the  vigour  of  which  ne  was  capable. 

As  the  facts  are  based  on  unquestionable  testimony, 
and  have  not  been  sufficiently  known  and  appreciated, 
they  are  entitled  to  an  accurate  detail.  They  enable 
us  to  see,  as  in  a  mirror,  the  English  monarch  in  his 
household,  at  the  council-board,  and  during  the  long 
toilsome  march  of  the  summer-day;  and  imagination 
depicts  the  royal  leader  hastening  through  the  stately 
oak-grove  on  the  bank  of  the  Banwy ,  recognised  by  the 
baffled  forces  of  the  retiring  Llewelyn,  congratulating 
his  faithful  lieutenant  on  his  successful  resistance, 
entering  the  battered  fortress,  and  in  anticipation  of 
future  contingencies  giving  the  fatal  word  of  command 
for  devoting  to  the  flames  the  time-honoured  pile. 

Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth,^  usually  styled  "  the  Great," 
Prince  of  North  Wales,  and  son-in-law  of  King  John, 
having  married  his  illegitimate  daughter  Joan,  had 
clearly  discerned  the  miseries  and  dangers  overhanging 
his  distracted  country,  from  the  rivalry  and  disunion  of 
its  rulers,  and  determined  to  avail  himself  of  the  inter- 
dict imposed  by  Pope  Innocent  III.  on  King  John, 
absolving  his  vassals  from  their  fealty  to  the  English 
monarch.  Entering  therefore  into  a  confederacy  with 
Gwenwynwyn,  Prince  of  Upper  Powys,  Griffith  Maelor, 
Prince  of  Lower  Powys,  Maelgwn  ap  Rhys,  Prince  of 
Deheubarth,  and  Meredith  ap  Owen  of  Cydewen,  whom 

^  Ejton's  AntiquUies  of  Shropshire^  i,  p.  267.  Miscellaneous  Rolls. 
Poweirs  Welsh  Chronicle. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


46  HISTORIC   SPOTS. 

he  had  won  over  to  his  views,  he  had  attacked  in  quick 
succession,  and  with  uniform  good  fortune,  various 
castles  built  or  garrisoned  by  the  English. 

In  a  short  period  only  two  castles  in  Gwynedd,  and 
Mathraval  in  Powysland,  remained  in  the  iron  grasp 
of  the  national  foe,  and  the  last  fortress  was  invested. 

In  this  eventful  crisis  John  proved  himself  equal  to 
the  momentous  emergency.  He  was  at  Bristol,  when 
he  heard  on  July  26th,  a.d.  1212,  of  the  imperilled 
condition  of  Mathraval,  and  hastening  on  the  following 
day  to  Melkesham  in  Wilts,  despatched  from  thence 
£300  to  the  sheriff  of  Herefordshire,  wherewith  to 
succour  De  Vipont,  who  was  "  besieged  in  Wales." 

On  the  28tn  of  the  same  month  he  was  at  Devizes 
and  Ludgarshall  in  the  same  county,  and  on  the  29th 
at  Winchester,  from  whence,  though  it  was  the  Sab- 
bath day,  he  turned  back  to  Marlborough,  Wilts,  and 
reached  Tewkesbury  on  the  30th,  and  Worcester  on 
the  31st,  where  he  entrusted  a  speedy  messenger  with 
money  to  pay  the  mercenaries,  who  were  serving  in 
North  Wales  under  the  intrepid  Fulk  de  Breaut^, 
Warden  of  the  Marches,  and  Viscount  of  Cardiff. 

On  the  1st  of  August^  he  hastened  forwards  to 
Bridgenorth,  Salop,  where  his  sumpter  horse,  being  un- 
able to  proceed,  was  left  behina.  Also  two  of  the 
king's  valets  with  their  horses  and  attendants,  the 
falconer  with  his  two  hawks  ;  two  carters  and  four 
sumpterers,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  carrying  the 
toyal  wardrobe,  with  nine  horses,  were  required  here 
to  remain.  Moreover,  certain  coffers,  which  contained 
sacred  relics,  and  were  usually  conveyed  in  the  suite 
of  the  court,  were  temporarily  abandoned ;  but  during 
the  three  nights,  that  they  remained  there,  wax  candles 
were  burnt  over  them  at  the  expense  of  the  supersti- 
tious king. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  August  the  2nd,  the 
monarch  ordered  sixty  shillings  to  be  given  to  Buchard 

^  Ey ton's  Antiquities  of  Shropshirey  i,  267. 
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de  Gratelon,  a  knight,  whose  horse  had  been  in  pawn, 
and  was  thus  redeemed. 

Urgent  was  the  need  of  every  horse,  and  knight,  that 
could  be  secured,  for  on  that  same  day  King  John  con- 
ducted a  march  of  upwards  of  fifty  miles,  raised  the 
siege  of  Mathraval  in  the  heart  of  Powysland,  and 
levelled  its  castle  with  the  groimd.  Next  day  John 
returned  to  Bridgenorth,  and  on  the  9th  wrote  letters 
from  Silverstone,  North  Hants,  to  his  late  rescued  oflBcer, 
whom  he  appears  to  have  set  in  charge  of  Oswestry, 
Salop,  and  on  the  11th  summoned  Llewelyn,  and  all 
his  abettors  and  kindred,  to  Chester,  to  meet  him  on  the 
19  th  of  Aug.,  when  he  required  all  his  barons  to  assemble 
there.  But  the  disloyalty  of  his  peers,  of  which  he 
was  apprised  on  the  same  day  by  his  daughter,  the 
Queen  ^  of  Gwynedd,  and  the  King  of  Scotland,  and 
the  likelihood  of  being  treacherously  slain  by  his  nobles, 
or  of  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
if  he  persisted  in  the  war,  extinguished  the  short-lived 
spark  of  his  heroism,  while  it  probably  extended  the 
era  of  Cambrian  independence. 

From  the  humble  remains  of  this  ancient  seat  of 
power  many  important  charters'*  were  issued  by  the 
feudal  Barons  of  Powys,  such  as  the  one  dated  July 
6th,  1419,  to  Jeuan  ap  Griffith  ap  Jeuan  ap  Madoc  ap 
Gwennowys,  for  his  services  in  the  seizure  of  the  leader 
of  the  Lollards,  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  Lord  Cobham. 

The  "torch  of  Pengwem,"  as  Gwenwynwyn  was 
once  styled,  has  long  ceased  to  bum ;  the  "  Wolf  of 
Plinlimmon"  slumbers  in  unbroken  repose;  the  triennial 
Gorsedd  is  no  longer  celebrated  on  the  customary  hill, 
inspiring  the  lay  of  the  bard,  and  arousing  the  courage 
of  the  patriot;  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  bygone 
ages  have  been  succeeded  by  the  stiUness  of  decay. 
The  natural  beauty  of  the  situation  only  remains  to 
arrest  the  notice  of  the  traveller,  and  to  enhance  the 
regret  for  its  vanished  splendour.     The  pall  of  oblivion 

1  JlistoTij  of  WaleSy  by  Jane  Williams,  p.  310. 
^  Montgomeryshire  OoUectinns,  vol.  i,  p.  293. 
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is  spread  over  the  feats  of  its  warriors,  and  the  charms 
of  beauty. 

A  small  remnant  of^  "  Cyveiliog's  princely  and  pater- 
nal seat"  was  for  a  long  period  discernible  in  an  obscure^ 
farmhouse,  whose  humble  aspect  was  a  fit  emblem  of 
the  lost  crown,  prostrated  throne,  and  departed  might 
of  the  once  illustrious  princes  of  Powysland,  but  even 
that  last  relic  of  royalty  at  Mathraval  has  been  removed. 

^  Soathey's  Madoc  in  Wales. 

2  Nicholson's  Cambrian  Guide,  p.  418. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  borders  of  Montgomery- 
shire, adjoining  Shropshire,  and  even  so  far  up  the 
valley  of  the  Severn  as  Llanidloes,  speak  a  language 
which  contains  many  archaisms,  and  their  vocabulary 
contains  words  peculiar  to  itself,  and  many  also 
eiHiilar  and  germane  to  those  of  Lancashire,  South 
Scotland,  and  other  provincial  dialects  in  England. 
Offa's  Dyke,  the  Une  of  demarcation  between  Celt  and 
Saxon  for  a  thousand  years,  skirts  the  boundary  of  the 
county  passing  into  Shropshire,  a  little  to  the  east  of 
the  town  of  Montgomery ;  and  in  the  north,  it  passes 
over  the  Llanymynech  hills.  Following  this  dyke,  we 
may  hear  on  one  side  pure  Saxon  words,  while  on  the 
other  Welsh  is  spoken.  This  is  the  case  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Llanymynech,  but  as  we  proceed  south,  in 
the  direction  of  Welshpool  and  Montgomery,  English 
is  now  generally  used.  This  preference  on  one  side  the 
boundary  for  English,  and  on  the  other  for  Welsh,  was 
very  perceptible  fifty  years  ago,  but  at  present  Welsh 
appears  to  recede,  and  not  only  does  the  Welsh  language 
disappear  from  these  parts,  but  the  peculiar  pronuncia- 
tion, words,  and  phrases  once  in  common  use,  handed 
down  from  the  time  when  Mercia  was  a  distiuct  king- 
dom, and  its  people  distinguished  from  the  other  Saxon 
tribes  by  their  own  shibboleths,  are  gradually  dying 
out,  and  it  is  only  in  the  familiar  conversations  of  the 
lower  orders  in  the  more  secluded  districts  that  we  can 
meet  with  a  provincialism  worth  making  a  note  of. 
Schools,  railways,  and  the  cheap  press  are  all  at  work, 
VOL.  IV.  E 
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and  if  these  fast  becoming  obsolete  words  and  expres- 
sions are  to  be  perpetuated,  they  can  only  be  so  by  being 
collected  and  deposited  in  the  pages  of  such  a  publication 
as  that  issued  by  the  Powys-Land  Club.  As  a  proof 
that  the  language  of  the  working  people  in  Montgomery- 
shire is  undergoing  a  change,  and  that  English  is  gra- 
dually usurping  the  supremacy,  the  writer  will  relate 
an  anecdote  in  which  he  himself  figures.  A  good  many 
years  since  I  wanted  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  Roman  mine  on 
Uanymynech  hills,  but  after  a  fruitless  ramble,  I  de- 
scended, to  seek  information,  to  a  village,  through  which 
the  railway  now  runs,  but  then  no  iron  horse  fiightened 
the  drowsy  kine  with  his  terrible  puffings.  I  could  not 
make  the  villagers  understand  what  I  was  in  search  of 
But,  after  a  time,  one  of  them  said,  "  Do  you  mean  ogo- 
hole,  sir  ?"  It  turned  out  that  that  was  what  I  wished 
to  find.  Here  are  two  words,  meaning  the  same  thing, 
joined  together,  and  applied  tx)  the  place  which  formerly 
was  known  by  the  Welsh  speaking  population  by  the 
name  of  ^'yr  ogof  (the  cave).  The  succeeding  English 
speaking  population  not  being  aware  that  ogqf,  or  as  it 
is  usually  pronounced  in  Welsh,  ogo,  was  equivalent  to 
the  word  cave,  added  thereto  the  word  hole.  So,  here 
we  have  a  double  appellative,  and  from  this  circumstance 
we  may  infer  that  the  people  to  whom  the  word  ogof 
was  intelligible  have  been  succeeded  by  a  people  to 
whom  that  word  conveys  no  idea,  but  to  whom  the  word 
hole  is  familiar,  that  is,  the  English  language  is  now 
spoken  where  formerly  Welsh  was  spoken.  We  meet 
with  similar  appellatives  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

I  shall,  without  any  attempt  at  classification,  select 
from  my  list  of  words  those  that  I  think  most  striking, 
and  make  them  the  subject  of  an  occasional  paper; 
I  will  not  attempt,  as  a  rule,  to  trace  their  derivation, 
for  they  linger  so  disguised  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain their  origin. 

If  a  child  wants  his  bread  and  butter,  he  asks  for  a 
piece.  The  same  word  is  used  in  Philadelphia,  as  in 
the  following  lines  : 
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"  And  on  the  dresser  yon  will  find 
At  twelve  o'clock  your  piece. 
The  piece  was  two  nice  corn-meal  cakes.'^ 

Notes  and  Queries^  September  24th,  1870, 

"What  a  nesh  thing  you  are,"  says  a  mother  to  her 
shivering  child,  who  rushes  to  the  fire  as  soon  as  he  can 
on  a  cold  winter's  morning.  This  word  in  the  sense  of 
delicate,  tender,  soft,  is  the  a.  s.  nesc.  This  word  is  to 
be  met  with  in  Cheshire  and  other  parts. 

To  start  is  to  oss.  *' Wen  bin  e  gween  to  oss  ?"  says 
a  coimtryman  to  his  fellow-workman.  "  I  be  gween  now, 
bin  e  gween  V  (going)  "Iss"  (yes)  is  the  answer. 

"Who  cleped  on  me  V  enquires  a  discovered  culprit, 
indignantly.  In  the  Canterbury  Tales  Chaucer  says  of 
his  Prioress : 

"And  sche  was  clept  Madame  Englentyne." — Prologue,  121, 

That  is,  called.  William  de  Swynderby,  contemporary 
with  Chaucer,  likewise  uses  the  word  in  the  sense  of 
named  or  called.  In  the  time  of  Shakespeare  it  retained 
the  same  meaning.     Hamlet  says : 

"  They  clepe  us  drunkards.'* — Act  i,  scene  3. 

The  word  at  present  signifies  to  blab,  rather  than  to 
name.     In  Welsh  we  have  the  word  "  clepian," 

A  boy  who  plays  truant  is  called  a  michery  and  playing 
truant  is  miching.  The  word  is  similarly  applied  in 
Pennsylvania  (see  Notes  and  Queries,  4th  S.  vi,  249). 

Hamlet :  Marry,  this  is  miching  mall  echo ;  it  means  mis- 
chief.— Act  III,  scene  2. 

The  Shakspearian  commentators  are  at  variance  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  puzzling  term.  It  is  said  to  come 
from  the  Spanish,  meaning  concealed  mischief.  That 
something  of  the  kind  is  implied  can  be  inferred  from 
the  context.  Miching  we  see  is  still  a  current  word ; 
but  what  of  mallecho  or  malicho  ?  for  it  is  given  in  both 
ways. 

"O  what  a  nawfr  exclaims  a  person  who  has  observed 
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or  heard  of  another's  silly  actions  or  words.  It  is  occa- 
sionally pronounced  as  an  oaf;  or,  perhaps,  the  sound 
would  be  better  represented  by  o.o/*,  the  first  o  taking 
the  sound  of  o  in  nor,  and  the  second  the  sound  of  o  in 
off.  It  is  nearly  synonymous  with  soft,  in  the  sense 
with  which  it  is  used  in  the  sentence,  "What  a  soft  you 
are,"  but  imwfdoes  not  carry  with  it  the  idea  of  so  great 
imbecility  as  soft.  It  conveys  almost  a  sense  of  tender- 
ness when  applied  by  a  mother  to  her  child.  Every  one 
tolerates  the  term  wa?//with  a  good-natured  smile,  when 
the  word  soft,  addressed  to  the  same  individual,  would 
to  a  certain  degree  raise  his  choler.  ^^Gnoffe*  is  found 
in  Chaucer. 

"  I  dunna  know  where  the  hen  lays,  dust  tee  ?*'  asks 
one  servant  to  another.  "  I  binna  sure,  but  I  seed  her 
in  the  talajit,"  answers  the  other.   Talant  means  hayloft. 

There  are  several  words  in  English  which  have  lost  the 
sense  in  which  they  were  formerly  used.  Starve  is  one 
of  these.  A  couple  of  centuries  ago  it  was  equivalent  to 
cold.  Milton  applies  the  epithet  starved  to  a  serenader, 
not  in  the  sense  of  wanting  food,  but  his  serenader  is  ex- 
cessively cold  from  staying  too  long  in  the  biting  wind, 
entertaining  his  lady-love  with  music  and  song.  Now 
a  starved  person,  in  England,  is  understood  to  be  a 
famished  person.  The  word  is  still  used  in  its  original 
sense  in  Montgomeryshire.  A  lad  running  home  says : 
"Mother,  give  me  a  piece,  for  I  am  just  clemmed,  and  do 
let  me  stand  before  the  fire  to  eat  it,  for  I  am  just 
starved"  Clemmed  in  the  sense  of  wanting  food  is  cin^ 
rent  in  Lancashire,  and  so  is  starved  in  its  obsolete 
sense.     In  Welsh  we  have  *'  starvio^ 

GaW'bee,  an  uncouth  rustic.  The  term  is  applied 
commonly  by  the  inhabitants  of  towns  to  country-folka 
In  Notes  and  Queries,  4th  S.  iv,  p.  72,  is  published  a 
Lancashire  song :  "  The  Country  Gaby."  Mr.  James 
Nicholson,  in  his  introduction  to  the  song,  writes:  **For 
the  benefit  of  those  not  well  up  in  this  dialect  I  may 
observe  that  *  gaby'  is  pronounced  as  if  written  "  gaw- 
bee,"  which  is  the  exact  pronunciation  of  the  word  in 
Montgomeryshire.    The  country  gaby  says  in  the  song  : 
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''  I  could  manage  ought  in  th'  working  line. 
But  they  made  rare  fun  o'  some  words  o'  mine ; 
For  I  could  not  mon  that  talking  line, 

I  wur  such  a  country  gaby.^' 

Sawneey  noodle,  a  silly  person.  Both  terms  are  used 
in  much  the  same  sense.  They  are  epithets  somewhat 
similar  in  meaning  to  nawf.  If  a  distinction  were  to 
be  drawn  between  these  two  words,  perhaps  noodle 
would  imply  a  greater  degree  of  intellectual  incapacity 
than  sawnee.  Nevertheless,  nawf,  gawbee,  sawnee  and 
noodle  are  all  loosely  and  promiscuously  used.  A  person 
wishing  to  shew  his  disapprobation  of  another's  doing, 
or  wishing  to  persuade  a  friend  from  undertaking  any- 
thing, exclaims:  "Oh!  yo  canna  be  such  a  nawf!'  The 
surrounding  company  joins  in  one  with:  ''I  never  heerd 
of  such  a  sawnee."  "What  a  noodle!"  chimes  in  a 
third;  whilst  a  foiuth  positively  affirms,  that  the  man 
is  a  "gawbee." 

Wifli  a  few  observations  on  the  pronunciation  of 
certain  words,  I  shall  bring  this  paper  to  a  close. 

Father  is  pronounced  as  if  written,  fodder,  a  taking 
the  soimd  of  a,  in  fare,  and  dd,  the  sound  of  th  in 
whether.  This  word,  thus  pronounced,  is,  both  in 
meaning  and  sound,  Saxon.  Are  is  pronounced  so  as 
to  rhyme  with  fair,  dare,  etc.,  as  in  the  following  stanzas: 

"  If  ladies  are 
But  young  and  fair 
They  have  the  gift  to  know  if 

''  Touch  a  Welshman  if  you  dare. 
We  the  true-bom  Britons  are  ; 
We  held  our  country  safe  and  sound, 
Before  you  Saxons  trod  the  ground.^' 

This  word  was  so  pronounced  by  the  educated  and 
upper  classes  in  the  last  century;  and  we  occasionally 
meet  with  a  distinguished  septuagenarian  who  adheres 
to  this  pronunciation. 

Calf  is  pronounced  as  if  written  cave;  another  version 


and: 
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of  this  word  is  cauve.  The  writer  is  acquainted  with 
a  lad,  who  when  reading  the  eleventh  chapter  of  St. 
John,  upon  coming  to  the  words,  "  It  was  a  cave,  and 
a  stone  lay  upon  it,"  supposed  that  the  whole  narrative 
given  in  that  chapter  was  a  silly  hoax,  and  it  was  not 
without  explanation  that  he  perceived  that  the  mis- 
apprehension was  caused  by  an  unfashionable  pro- 
nunciation. 

Elias  Owen. 

Llanllechid,  Carnarvonshire. 

{To  be  continved.) 
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WELSH  POETRY,   ILLUSTRATIVE   OF   THE 

HISTORY  OF  LLANGURIG. 

By  HOWEL  W.  LLOYD. 


It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  district  of  Arwystli, 
abounding  no  less  in  picturesque  scenery,  than  in  his- 
torical associations,  lying  in  and  about  the  majestic 
Plinlimmon,  the  cradle  of  Severn,  Wye,  and  other 
illustrious  streams,  should  have  given  birth  to  poets, 
whose  genius,  fired  no  less  by  the  grandeur  of  their 
native  scenery  than  by  the  love  of  country,  always  con- 
spicuous in  the  breasts  of  mountaineers,  should  have 
left  to  posterity  memorials  worthy  of  such  sources  of 
inspiration.  Accordingly  we  find  several  whose  works, 
few  of  which  have  hitherto  been  committed  to  the  press, 
are  scattered  among  the  manuscript  collections  in  the 
principality,  in  the  British  Museiun,  and  elsewhere. 
Research  has  brought  to  light  some  poems  among  them 
which  are  not  a  little  interesting  in  connexion  with  the 
local  history  of  Llangurig,  whether  regarded  from  a 
social,  religious,  or  historical  point  of  view.  These  it 
is  now  proposed  to  introduce  to  our  readers,  together 
with  translations,  accompanied  by  such  preliminary 
matter  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  eluci- 
dating the  sense,  which  is  not  unfrequently  obscure, 
and  also  their  relation  to  the  special  subject  of  our 
history. 

The  first  in  chronological  order,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  author  of  a  poem  or  two  of  uncertain 
date,  which  will  be  referred  to  presently  more  fuUy,  is 
leuan  Tew,  called  leuan  Tew  H^n,  or  Hynaf,  who  was 
bom  at  Llanidloes,  and  is  known  to  have  presided  at  a 
•*  Gorsedd,"  or  session  of  bards,  held  at  Glamorgan  in 
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1420.^  Twenty-four  of  his  compositions  axe  enumerated 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  British  Museum  as  extant  in 
that  collection,  none  of  which,  however,  appear  to 
relate  to  the  subject  of  this  paper.  The  next  is  Huw 
Cae  Llwyd,  said  to  have  flourished  from  1450  to  1480, 
and  known  to  have  presided  at  the  Glamorgan  Gorsedd 
in  1470,*  eight  at  least  of  whose  poems  are  preserved 
in  the  British  Museum.  The  third  is  Huw  Arwystli, 
whose  poems  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  whose 
period,  though  not  yet  precisely  settled,  would  appear 
to  have  extended  from  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII  to  nearly  the  close  of  that  of  Elizabeth. 
And  lastly,  we  have  his  contemporaries,  Sion  Ceri,  and 
Sir  leuan  of  Carno,  who,  though  not  apparently  natives 
of  Arwystli,  were  denizens  of  its  neignbourhood,  and 
maintained  intimate  relations  with  its  inhabitants.  Ot 
these  we  have  one  poem  by  Sion  Ceri,  another  by  Huw 
Cae  Llwyd,  and  several  by  Huw  Arwystli,  most  of  which 
however  have  unfortunately  reached  us  in  a  mutilated 
state,  in  which  is  presented  a  life-like  picture  of  some 
of  the  principal  features  of  the  social  and  religious  life 
of  Llangurig  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries. 
Prior  to  any  of  these  in  order  of  time  is  the  following 
by  leuan  Deulw3ai,  a  poet  who  flourished  from  about 
1460  to  1490,  and  is  known  to  have  presided  at  the 
Gorsedd  of  Glamorgan  in  1480.^  It  is  entitled  "an 
Elegy  on  Dafydd  Fychan  of  Curig's  Land,"  and  relates 
apparently  to  an  incident  of  warfare,  which,  if  the  period 
ascribed  to  the  author  be  correct,  must  have  occurred 
considerably  later  than  the  battle  of  Mortimer's  Cross, 
fought  in  February,  1461,  when  Sir  Owen  Tudor,  grand- 
father of  Henry  VII,  was  slain,  and  his  half-brother, 
Henry  VI,  lost  his  crown.  Perhaps  it  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  revolt  of  Clarence  and  Warwick,  1465-70,  which 
ended  in  the  battle  of  Bamet,  and  in  the  course  of 

^  Williams's  Dictionary  of  Eminent  Welshmen,  p.  241. 
*  If  the  poem  of  The  Four  Brothers  is  correctly  ascribed  to  Lim, 
he  must  have  been  living  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
«  Williams's  Dictionary  of  Eminent  Welshmen,  p.  120. 
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which  was  fought  the  battle  of  Danesmore,  near  Ban- 
bury, at  which  the  Sir  Richard  Herbert,  whose  elegy 
by  our  bard  is  also  extant,^  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
beheaded  by  the  Lancastrians,  together  with  his  brother, 
Sir  William,  who,  after  the  surrender  of  Harlech  Castle, 
had  been  created  Earl  of  Pembroke  by  Edward  IV. 
As  the  poem  has  already  been  printed  in  Welsh,^  it  is 
unnecessary  to  reproduce  the  original  here.  Davydd, 
with  his  brother  leuan,  are  referred  to  as  having  fallen 
victims  to  an  ambuscade  on  the  Wye,  and  one  of  them 
is  stated  to  have  been  buried  in  the  churchyard  of 
Llangurig. 

Elegy  on  Davydd  Vychan  and  leuan  of  Gurig*8  Land, 

In  tears  for  whom  is  Powys  found. 
And  all  the  south  the  country  round? 
I  mourn,  when  I  would  rouse  the  chase^ 
On  bank  of  Wye,  in  glen  of  Euas; 
Woe's  me  I  a  host  is  come  and  gone, 
Where  two  youths  came,  now  come  not  one. 
From  Maelor  one,  too  well  I  wist ; 
From  Curig's  Land  another  missed  ! 
Mine  office  brings  me  nought  but  pain. 
On  moor  and  glen  I  call  in  vain. 
For  two— our  best — we  stay  forlorn; 
They  come  not — we  may  wait  and  mourn. 
As  Maiy  mourn'd,  so  I  their  loss. 
Her  Son's  fell  wounds  beneath  the  cross. 
She  from  her  eyes  wept  tears  of  blood. 
May  mine  weep,  too,  a  kindred  flood ! 
I  can  no  more  than  turn  my  gaze^ 
Wistful,  on  yonder  upland  haze ; 
Long  tho'  I  wait,  there  comes  not  one. 
From  moor  to  dell — both,  both  are  gone  ! 
Sole  remnant  from  the  slaughter,  I, 
Since  when  Siac  Llwyd  doth  yonder  lie; 
I  call — nought  boots  me  to  complain — 
For  gen'rous  Davydd  Vychan's  slain  ! 
For  both  drear  sorrow  chills  my  bones^ 
Llewelyn  also  heaves  my  groans. 

^  Printed  in  Rice  Joneses  Gorehestion  y  Beirdd,  p.  135,  Edition 
1773. 

*  Ibid,y  p.  139.    See  also  Montgomeryshire  Collections,  vol.  i,  p.  390. 
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For  Davydd  and  for  leaan  vent 

Two  thousand  hearts  their  one  lament. 

For  these  two  tribes  are  sank  in  grief^ 

For  these  two  lands  find  no  relief; 

In  Llinwent's^  mansion  sorrow  reigns. 

And  all  Saint  Idloes'  town  complains. 

I,  too — whom  Llinwent  led — complain 

For  Llinwent*s  chief,  by  ambush  slain. 

Deep  laid  the  plan — thro'  foul  deceit — 

He  gave  his  hand — ^his  fate  to  meet. 

So  was  he  slain — 0  shameful  deed ! 

As  tho*  'twere  Arthur's  self  to  bleed. 

His  wont  was  never  to  appear, 

When  raged  the  combat,  in  the  rear; 

In  battle  he  the  first  to  meet 

The  foe,  the  hindmost  in  retreat. 

The  rear  that  he  should  cover,  I 

Lamented,  on  the  bank  of  Wye. 

To  quit  their  post,  to  break  their  troth, 

Were  false  of  him  and  leuan  both. 

Twain  brethren  of  devoted  mind — 

It  stirred  them  sore  to  stay  behind. 

Two  lands  diverse  are  reft  of  joy. 

For  leuan's  land  hath  sprung  from  Troy. 

Fair  Curig's  church  is  wrapped  in  gloom. 

There  lies  the  lion  in  the  tomb. 

Fallen  is  that  ancient  line  full  low. 

Glides  Howel*s  stream  with  weaken'd  flow. 

Like  land  of  court  and  church  bereft 

Is  Powys  without  leuan  left. 

Vengeance  in  flood  burst  forth  of  yore. 

For  greater  now  the  need  is  sore ; 

My  heart  would  never  broken  be. 

Such  deluge  for  such  men  to  see. 

We  now  revert  to  the  poems  already  glanced  at  as  of 
uncertain  date,  and  so  far  as  our  present  knowledge  will 
cany  us,  also  of  nameless  authorship.  In  the  MS. 
volume,  indeed,  from  which  they  have  been  extracted, 
the  name  of  Huw  Arwystli  is  subscribed  to  them,  pro- 
bably by  a  conjecture  of  the  transcriber.  The  first  poem 
is  an  eulogium  upon  a  person  named  leuan,  the  son  of 
Gruffydd,  of  Clochfaen,  together  with  his  wife  Gwenllian, 

^  This  is  a  mansion  in  the  parish  of  Llanbister  in  Radnorshire. 
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and  Jenkyn  Goch,  their  son.^  Huw  Arwystli,  whose 
life  extended  late  into  the  sixteenth  century,  was  a  con- 
temporary of  the  grandsons  of  this  Jenkyn  Goch,  who 
is  known  to  have  been  living  in  1470.  It  cannot  there- 
fore be  supposed  that  he  could  have  been  living  early 
enough  to  celebrate  the  virtues  of  Jenkyn  s  parents 
diuring  their  lifetime,  as  this  would  imply  that  his  own 
life  was  protracted  for  as  much  as  fifty  years  beyond 
the  ordinary  span.  It  may  be  as  well  to  premise  that 
this,  and  most  of  the  following  poems,  are  taken  from 
a  MS.  collection,  called  the  "  Qyfr  Ceniarth,"  from  the 
fact  of  its  preservation  at  a  place  of  that  name  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, to  the  kindness  of  whose  owner,  Mr.  D. 
Gilbertson,  we  are  indebted  for  the  liberty  to  copy  them. 
The  original  compiler  of  the  collection  has  not  been 
ascertained  with  certainty;  but  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  poems  in  it  relating  to  Qochfaen  may 
have  been  transcribed  from  the  original  (which  were 
preserved  at  that  place  until  its  destruction  by  fire  in 
1760)  by  Mr.  Morgan  Lloyd,  son  of  Mr.  Jenkyn  Lloyd, 
of  the  Clochfaen,  who  settied  at  Llanbrynmair  towards 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  MS.  may 
have  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Ceniarth  family 
through  his  daughter  Sarah,  who  was  married  to 
E.  Pritchard,  Esq.,  of  that  place. ^  The  style  and 
orthography  of  the  MS.  are  the  same  as  were  in  vogue 
at  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Several 
of  the  leaves  have  been  lost,  and  the  volinne  has  other- 
wise sufiered  from  exposure  to  damp ;  many  of  the 
compositions,  therefore,  have  come  down  to  us  in  a 
deplorably  fragmentary  state.  From  the  violation  of 
the  rules  of  consonancy  in  several  instances,  incon- 
ceivable in  the  composition  of  bards  of  such  high  repu- 
tation among  their  contemporaries,  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  the  text  has  undergone  additional  mutilation  from 
the  carelessness  of  the  transcriber,  or  his  ignorance  of 
the  rules  of  " cynghanedd"^     As  none  of  these  have 

1  Montgomeryshire  Collections,  vol.  i,  p.  271.  *  Ibid,,  p.  276. 

*  I.  6.  Alliterative  consonancy.     The  Cywydd  deuair,  in  which 
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been  hitherto  printed,  so  far  as  is  known,  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  insert  them  here  in  the  original  text, 
as  well  as  in  the  necessarily  imperfect  form  of  a  prose 
translation. 

COWYDD  I  HBNAPIAID  Y  CLOCHFAN. 

Duw  a^i  roi  gynt,  nid  ar  gam, 
Drwy  Ebrwy  Dir  [i]  Abram, 
Dyfawd  iddo'r  blaid  [uf]  ydd 
04  gordd,  cyn  amled  a  'r  gwydd. 
Rhoed  [gan]  Dduw  i  rwyd  dwyrain, 
Vw  rhwysg  deuddegllwyth  y  rhain. 
I  ddawn  Abram  ddoen^,  Ebryw, 
A^i  rodd  a  ddiolchodd  ei  Dduw. 
Fy  rodd  innau,  'nghefn^  yr  haf, 
I  Dduw  eilwaith  a  ddiolchaf : 
Mae  Duw  'n  rhoi  i  ni  dy'n  rhydd, 
Rhwng  gwar  min  Grwy  a'r  mynydd; 
Mab  Gwilym  0am,  ddinam,  ddoeth, 
A  gae  leuan  i'w  gyfoeth. 
Myfi'r  haf,  mwy  y w  fy  rban, 
Yw  gwr  y  ty  ar  Gwrt  leuan : 
Mwyn,  brud  yr  wyf  mown  bord  rydd, 
Mawl  aM  hyder  mal  hedydd, 
Cywydd  a  wna  ef,  hedydd  haf, 
Yn  fwrw'  n  ochr  y  fron  uchaf, 
Cerais,  ar  hynt  cwrs  yr  hydd. 
Felly  1  fwrw  fy  Ueferydd.^ 
Gwych,  tiym,  oedd  iach  i'w  tramwy, 
Clochfan  Gwrt  cylch  afon  Gwy 
.     .     gynnes  gwar  mynydd 
»     •     .     d  iach  frig  dy  dydd 
Ba  le  bynag  y  bai  'r  nod, 
Byw  yno  y  mae'n  benod. 
.     a  geifF  enwog  wedd 
Morys  [ar]  ol  a  mawredd. 
Mab  y w'ni  bydd  i'm  dydd  dig, 
Mur  ceraint^  ymro  Ourig, 

most  of  these  poems  is  composed,  consists  of  rhyming  couplets, 
each  verse  of  which  contains  seven  syllables,  and  is  divided  into 
two  clauses,  in  the  last  of  which  must  be  repeated  three  of  the  con- 
sonants contained  in  the  first. 

^  Cefn,pars  superior,  Dr.  Davies's  IHc/.,  s.v.    *  "E.  llyei"  in  MS. 

8  In  MS.  Twr  Coraint.  The  metre  requires  a  word  beginning 
with  w. 
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Corff  Bolant  Siancyn  ffriwlwyd 

Goch  hil  llin  gwych  Howel  Llwyd, 

C&r  Rhys  Llwyd  accw  rhoes  lun 

Craig  ruddaur  Ceri  Creuddyn. 

Llawn  ei  bord  Wenllian  bydd, 

Hwynte  rywl  [iant]  mewn  trefydd. 

Tstyried  Is  y  Daren 

A  wna  hi  wrth  wan  a  h^n. 

Gras  a  rhoes  gwir  lesu  i'w  rhan. 

Syn  i  ran  synwyr  leuan^ 

Araf  yw^r  gwycha^  o'r  gwyr, 

Araf  y w  hedfa'r  eryr.  .     . 

Ar  genedl  pan  fo'r  gynhen 

Oni  bydd  Pont,  ni  bydd  Pen. 

Bhain  geidw  gweilcb  hengoed  gynfc 

Heb  wanh&u  neb  o  honynt : 

Cad  [ar]  na'r  comor  coed  allt, 

I'w  ennyn  ar  war  wen'r  allt, 

Ond  da  yw  yntau  leuan,* 

[Gy]  da*  i'  droed  gadw  'i  ran.* 

[Tra  fydd  ei  r]  hwysg,  Uew'r  trefydd 

Arwystli  fawr  ar  ei  ol  fydd. 

[Nid]  dyn  fu^  mwy  yno 

[Yn  ei  fam]  leuan  tra  fo, 

[Ni  bydd]  gwaed  heb  umben  gwyr. 

^  *  *  ^  ^ 

Translation. 

God,  of  old  time,  granted  not  unjustly 

To  Abraham,  thro'  the  Hebrew  land. 

The  coming  to  him  of  the  obedient  people. 

By  his  impulsion,  numerous  as  the  forest, 

God  gave  the  east  to  be  taken  as  in  a  net. 

By  the  onslaught  of  their  twelve  tribes. 

To  the  endowment  of  Abraham  came  the  Hebrews, 

And  for  his  gift  he  gave  thanks  to  God. 

For  my  gift,  too,  in  the  height  of  summer. 

To  God  m  my  turn  will  I  give  thanks. 

It  is  God  who  freely  jSfives  us  a  house. 

Between  the  slope  of  Wye's  bank  and  the  mountain. 

The  son  of  Gwilym  Gam,  blameless  and  wise, 

1  The  MS  has  "  d  da  in  gnlan  leuan."    The  reading,  as  amended, 
is  coDJectural  only. 

*  The  original  has  "  waed,"  and  "  a'i  ran"  in  the  next  line. 

*  Dynru  in  MS. 
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Possesses  leuan  for  our  weal. 

I,  myself,  in  the  summer — tiie  greater  is  my  portion- 
Am  goodman  of  the  house  over  lenan's  court : 
Courteous  and  free  am  I  at  the  generous  boards 
In  praise  whose  boldness  is  like  the  lark's. 
A  strain  he  utters  — he^  the  lark  of  summer^ 
Throwing  his  breast  askant  in  its  ascent. 
I  have  loved,  in  following  the  chase  of  the  hart. 
In  like  manner  to  pour  forth  my  voice. 
Gay,  trim,  and  pleasant  to  frequent. 
Is  Clochfaen  Court  on  the  winding  of  the  Wye. 
.     .  Warm  is  the  slope  of  the  hill. 
And  wheresoever  my  lot  be  cast. 
To  live  there  is  best  of  all. 
Morys^  shall  gain  distinguished  rank 
And  greatness  in  the  future. 
A  youth  who  will  never  be  angry  with  me, 
A  wall  of  strength  to  his  kindred  in  Curig's  land 
IsJenkynGoch,of  pale  complexion — ^a  Roland^  in  stature- 
Scion  of  the  noble  line  of  Howel  Lloyd, 
Kinsman  of  Rhys  Lloyd^  yonder,  who  gave  him 
The  rock  of  Ceri,  Creuddyn,*  red  as  gold. 
Pull  will  the  table  of  Gwenllian  be,* 
They  also  shall  rule  in  towns. 
Consideration  beneath  the  oak 
Will  she  entertain  for  the  weak  and  old, 
Grace  verily  hath  Jesus  given  for  her  portion. 
Marvel  at  the  understanding  allotted  to  leuan. 
Deliberate  is  the  noblest  of  men — 
Deliberate  is  the  flight  of  the  eagle. 
In  the  Tribe  when  strife  hath  arisen. 
No  Head  will  there  be,  except  there  be  a  Bridge. 
These  shall  preserve  the  hawks  of  the  ancient  forest. 
Not  one  of  them  shall  be  made  weak. 
In  the  strongest  comer  of  the  wooded  upland 
To  incite  them*  on  the  crown  of  the  smiling  hill. 
But  leaan  also  is  well  able 

^  Perhaps  the  son  and  successor  of  Jenkyn  Goch,  and  grandson 
of  lei^an,  is  the  person  alluded  to.     MoiiL  Coll.y  vol.  ii,  p.  273. 

*  The  hero  of  romance,  and  nephew  of  Charlemagne. 

*  Probably  his  uncle,  Rhys  Lloyd,  of  Pont  y  Rhyd  Galed,  ancestor 
pf  the  Bicbardses  of  Llangurig. 

*  One  of  the  three  comots  of  Cantref  Penwedig  in  Cardiganshire. 
^  An  allusion  to  the  words  of  the  Psalm,  "  Thy  children  like  the 

olive  branches  round  about  thy  table."         *  The  MS.  text  has  sivyr. 
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With  his  foot  to  hold  his  ground. 

So  loDe  as  his  lion's  career  shall  last. 

Shall  the  towns  of  Arwystli  be  great  at  his  back. 

There  no  man  has  been  greater  than  he. 

.     .     .     .     so  long  as  leuan  shall  live. 

Its  men  shall  not  want  a  chieftain  of  their  blood. 

The  next  poem,  although  in  the  MS.  subscribed  with 
the  words  and  date,  "  Huw  Arwystli  ai  kant,  1603,"  has 
been,  but  perhaps  with  less  reason,  referred  to  the 
same  category  of  doubtful  date  and  authorship  as  the 
last.  The  title  runs  thus;  Cowydd,  neu  Englynion 
Marwnad  JElen^  gwraig  Howel  ah  Morys  Goch  o  Lan- 
gurig  yn  Uwchgoed^  i.  e.  "  A  Poem,  or  Elegiac  Stanzas 
on  Ellen,  wife  of  Howel,  son  of  Morys  Goch  of  Llan- 
gurig,  in  Uwchgoed."  No  such  connexion  as  "  Howel" 
IS,  however,  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Llangurig  fami- 
lies. The  statement  probably  has  arisen  from  a  mis- 
take of  the  transcriber,  who,  in  his  ignorance  of  the 
descent  of  the  Qochfaen  family  from  an  ancestor  of 
that  name,  concluded  hastily  that  the  "  Howel"  re- 
ferred to  in  the  third  and  fifth  stanzas,  could  have 
been  no  other  than  her  husband.  It  is  strange  that  he 
should  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  latter  is  more 
fitly  represented  by  "Llewelyn,"  who,  in  the  sixth 
stanza,  is  designated  by  the  title  of  ''Llyw  Ael- 
wyd,"  the  "  Lord  of  the  Hearth,"  an  expression  appa- 
rently equivalent  to  the  prosaic  one  of  "  Head  of  the 
Family."  It  is  in  Llewelyn,  therefore,  that  the  hus- 
band of  EUen  must  be  sought.  Accordingly,  we  find 
that  a  lady  of  that  name,  a  daughter  of  Maurice  ap 
Jenkyn  Goch,  and  great  granddaughter  of  leuan,  the 
subject  of  the  last  poem,  was  married  to  Llewelyn  ab 
Morys  ab  Rhys  of  Llangurig.^  She  was  a  sister  of  the 
"  Four  Brothers  of  Llangurig,"  whose  fame  has  been 
preserved  in  the  curious  poem  by  Huw  Cae  Llwyd, 
which  will  be  presented  the  next  m  succession  to  our 
readers ;  both  poems,  therefore,  must  be  assigned  to 
the  same  period.  The  name  of  one  of  this  lady's  bro- 
thers, Evan  of  Crugnant,  appears  as  sixth  on  the  grand 

^  Montgomprijehirc  CoUecfions,  vol.  ii,  p.  273. 
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jury,  A.D.  1546.  We  shall  not  be  far  wrong  in  as- 
cribing to  them,  therefore,  a  somewhat  earlier  date, — 
not  too  early,  however,  to  have  been  actually  competed 
by  the  poet  indicated  in  the  MS.  as  its  author. 

BKOLTKION^  BEf  MABWNAD  BLEN^  OWRAIO  LLSWELTN*  AB  MORTS 
OOCH  O  LANOUBIO  TN  UWCHOOED. 

1. 

Mair  !  pond  da  ein  arddelydd — ^bla 

Blin  yw  gwaith  elorwydd  : 
Mair  I  Mair  I  ni  chawn  ddial  lawnddjdd ; 
Mwy  He  i  minau  maen  mynydd. 

2. 
Oer  fydd  blaen  mynydd,  blin  i  'm  yw — ^mhla 

Am  Elen  dda  ei  wyth  ry w : 
Nid  braendod  ond  b&r  an  Duw, 
Ni  henwyd  fath  bono  'n  fyw ! 

8. 
Difyw'  brig  bro  Cirig  o'r  ceiydd — ^hiP  lion 

Howel  Lloyd  nis  gorfydd  : 
Dodan'r  dull  dyn  o^r  dydd. 
Da  rew'n  glwyd  ar  ein  gwledydd, 

4. 
I'r  gwledydd  trist  troes  Duw  faith — ^bla 

I^n  blino  nosulgwaith  : 
Hwyr  fydd  i  'n  byw,  Duw,  o*r  daith ; 
I  wan  esgor  y  nosgwaith. 

5. 

Nos  glaf  a  fu*n  anaf  i  fonedd — ^Howel 

Tynnu'n  boll  ymgeledd : 
Nid  &y  a  ni  'n  byw  dau  nenn  bedd 
Wraig  rywogach  o^r  gwragedd  ! 

6. 

Cai  bedd  pen  gwragedd  Creuddyn*  pan  gadd 

Pen  gwaed  Ourig  breuddyn  ; 
Alaeth  oedd  ar  dylwyth  hyn, 
A  Llyw  aelwyd  Llewelyn. 

1  The  MS.  has  "  Howel."  »  The  MS.  has  "Dewrw." 

»  "Biir'inMS. 

*  "  Ai  gryn"  in  MS.     I  have  ventured  to  restore  "Creuddyn," 
which  satisfies  both  centext  and  metre. 
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7. 

[Aelwy]d  bywyd  torri  bon — j  pren 

Adfyd  prudd  ei  dylodion  ; 
A  rhoi  anaf  ar  weinion, 
Le  ymlaen  fu'r  gl&n  blant  hon. 

8. 

Glan  feibion  gwychion^n  rhoi  gawr — 'n  dost 

Yn  dwyn  derwenllawr ; 
Ni  cbwardd  na  tbylawd  na  chrytbawr, 
Weled  roi  lied  gwlad  i'r  Uawr  ! 

9. 

Aeth  wlad  i  ddwyn  cwyr  iwch  canol — He 

Lie  'r  &  'r  byd  olynol ; 
Ond  rhoi  gair  da  rhagorol, 
Ei  cho^  yw  hwn — serch  i'w  hoi. 

10. 

Elen  yn  ol  pen  Ue  'i  poenwyd^ — ni  than 

Ac  ni  thyrr  yr  anwyd  ; 
Llwyr  o'r  cwyn  yn  ei^difwynwyd, 
Lie  bu  ar  ben  llwybr  roi  bwyd. 

11. 

A  ru  o  *i  bwyd  a  gladdwyd  Llysgelyddon- — braf 

Lie  bu  brifFordd  tylodion  ; 
Mawr  y  w  'r  anap  ar  weinion, 
Mair !  bydd  hwyr  marw  bath  hon  ! 


ELEGY   ON   ELEN,   WIPE   OF   LLEWELYN,    SON   OP   MORRIS 
OOCH   OP   LLANGTJRIG   IN    UWCHGOBD. 

1. 

Mary  I  how  black  is  our  gloom  ;  a  grievous 

Affliction  is  the  work  of  the  bier  : 

Mary  !  Mary  !  a  day  of  full  vengeance  I  may  not  have  ; 

For  me  were  a  stone  on  the  mountain  a  fitter  abiding-place. 

1  This  line  seems  corrupt,  nor  can  I  do  more  than  guess  at  its 
meaning. 

*  Llys  Gelyddon.  I  know  not  if  this  place  is  named  in  other 
Welsh  writings,  or  whether  it  is  here  referred  to  as  Elen*s  burial- 
place  ;  or,  with  greater  probability  perhaps,  as  connected  in  some 
way  with  her  beneficence  to  the  poor. 

VOL.  IV.  F 
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2. 

Cold  is  the  mountain-peak,  painful  to  me  is  my  sorrow. 
For  Elen,  noble  thro*  her  eight  descents  : 
God  alone  is  the  cause  of  dissolution  ! 
Her  living  like  hath  ne^er  received  a  name. 

3. 

Lifeless  is  the  Upland  of  Curig  because  of  the  chastisement, 
The  gentle  race  of  Howel  Lloyd  will  not  endure  it : 
Like  the  outspread  of  a  black  forest  over  our  lands 
Is  the  closing  of  the  day  to  her  mortal  form. 

4. 

God  on  our  sorrowing  lands  hath  laid  a  lasting  grief. 
To  afflict  us  with  vigils  : 

Wearisome,  0  God  I  will  be  the  travel  of  our  life. 
Unto  the  faint  outbreak  of  the  dawn  from  the  night. 

5. 

A  night  of  sickness  and  of  pain  to  the  noble  stock  of  Howcl, 
CalUng  for  all  our  care  : 

While  we  live  shall  not  one  more  amiable  among  women 
Go  under  the  roof  of  the  grave. 

6. 

The  grave  hath  gained  possession  of  the  first  of  Creuddyn's 

women ;  when  it  was  found 
That  the  best  blood  of  Curig  could  perish. 
Then  upon  the  family  came  mourning, 
And  upon  Llewelyn,  the  Lord  of  the  Hearth. 

7. 

The  Hearth  whose  life — the  trunk  of  the  tree — has  been  cut 

off;— 
A  sore  calamity  to  its  poor, 
A  wound  also  to  the  sick. 
In  the  land  where  the  foremost  were  her  fair  children, 

8. 

Her  fair  and  gallant  sons  uttering  a  bitter  cry. 
As  they  bear  the  oaken  bier  ; 
Neither  poor  nor  crowdor  make  merry. 
To  see  half  the  land  laid  low. 
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9. 

Gone  is  the  land  to  make  mourning^  in  your  midst^ 

Where  all  that  is  human  shall  follow  ; 

But  the  best  of  names,  and  the  love 

That  she  leaves  behind  her — that  is  her  Memorial  ! 

10. 

To  Elen's  suflTerings  there  is  an  end, — now 

Nor  heat  nor  cold  shall  hurt  her ; 

The  spot  only  mourns  its  bereavement  of  her. 

Where  she  was  wont  to  distribute  food  at  the  end  of  the  path. 

11. 

She  who  gave  of  her  food  is  buried ;  a  brave  sight 

Hath  Llys  Gelyddon  been,  with  its  highway  thronged  by  poor  j 

Great  is  the  calamity  to  the  sick  ! 

Mary  !  far  off  is  the  day  ere  her  like  shall  die  ! 

By  the  aid  of  the  little  glimmering  of  light  shed 
upon  it  by  the  grand  Jury  list  of  1546,  we  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  uiat  this  little  poem  was  actually  in- 
dited by  the  bard  of  ArwystlL  K  so,  it  is  not  impro- 
bably the  earliest  of  his  extant  compositions ;  notwith- 
standing that  the  supposition  may  appear  somewhat 
rash,  when  it  is  considered  how  many  of  these  have 
still  to  be  disinterred  from  the  volumes  of  decaying 
MSS.,  in  which  they  lie  mouldering  away.  To  our  mind 
there  is  evidence  of  youthful  poetic  aspiration  in  the 
simple,  but  genuine,  pathos  that  peeps  out  in  some  of 
the  lines  through  the  difficulties  and  imperfections  of 
the  text.  Some  of  these  may  be  attributable  to  the 
practical  inexperience  of  the  bard  in  the  art  of  weaving 
the  metric  lay,  of  which  he  since  became  recognised  as 
a  master.  And  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  life-like 
picture  presented  to  us,  in  a  few  gentle  touches,  of  the 
Lady  of  Creuddyn,  borne  to  her  grave  by  her  own 
sobbing  children,  followed  with  the  tears  and  lamenta- 
tions of  the  whole  country-side,  to  whom  she  had  en- 
deared herself  by  her  humble  and  unostentatious 
charity  to  the  sick  and  poor,  carries  with  it  a  certain 
foreshadowing  of  his  future  pre-eminence. 

^  "  Dwyn  cwyr,"  to  bear  wax  tapers  in  the  funeral  procession. 

f2 
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From  this  elegy  on  Elen,  their  sister,  we  are  led  on 
by  a  natural  transition  to  the  poem  addressed  to  her 
brothera  by  Huw  Cae  Llwva,  a  bard  who,  though 
partly  his  contemporary,  belonged  to  the  foregoing 
generation.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  some  more  pro- 
saic record  would  reveal  to  us  fuller  particulars  re- 
specting these  gentlemen,  for  which  our  appetite  is 
decidedly  whetted  by  those  derived  from  the  poem. 
But  imfortunately  we  have  none,  save  their  names, 
leiian,  Owen,  Jenkyn,  and  William,  connected  with 
the  few  fiicts  recorded  in  their  pedigrees,  and  enu- 
merated in  the  second  volume  of  this  work  ;^  also  that 
already  adverted  to  respecting  leuan,  viz.,  that  he  sat 
sixth  on  a  grand  jury  in  the  last  year  but  one  of  Henry 
VIII ;  and  last,  not  least,  the  one  which,  but  for  their 
"  rates  sacer"  would  have  been  consigned  to  oblivion, 
that  they  were  known  nnd  regarded  with  more  than 
ordinary  respect  in  their  day,  as  having  earned  by  their 
character  and  conduct,  exhibited  in  distinctive  traits, 
the  title  par  coccellence  of  "  The  Four  Brothers  of  Llan- 
gurig." 

CYWYDD   Y    PBDWAR   BEODTB  O   LANOURIG.* 

Pwy  a  rydd  peunydd  aur  pwys  ? 
Piau  hell  iachau  Powya  ? 
A'v  soldau  gorau  a  gaid  ? 
Pond  wyrion  penawduriaid  ? 
Piau  'r  glod  pwy  ar  gwledydd, 
Pa  frodyr  yn  filwyr  fydd  ? 
Pedwar  cymar,  rhag  camwedd, 
Cedym  iawn  y  caid  yr  un  wedd. 
leuan,  tarian  anturwyr, 
Torn  y'mlaen  tair  mil  o  wyr, 
Owain  ddewr,  yn  y  ddwy  ran, 
Awdr  y w  ni  edy  ei  ran  : 

1  P.  273.     See  also  ArcJi.  Camb.  for  1867,  p.  26. 

^  From  the  MS.  in  the  British  Museum  called  "  Y  Melynhir," 
and  numbered  Additional  MS.  —ff-l'  The  last  twenty  lines  are 
found  also  in  the  "  Llyfr-Coniarth,"  tacked  on  to  the  fragment  of 
another  poem,  ascribed  to  Huw  Cae  Llwyd,  containing  part  of  the 
Legend  of  S.  Curig. 
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Siancyn,  roddwin  wreiddwych, 

A  Hew  dinam^  Wiliam  wych  : 

Meibion  Morys,  fur  awchys  frig, 

Llyna  geirw  Llangurig, 

Ag  wyrion  enwog  eryr ; 

Siancin,  a  roe  win  i  wyr,^ 

Gwych  a  gadam  y  'th  farnwyd, 

A  hael  y w  llin  Hywel  Llwyd. 

Gwaed  Padog,  enwog  o  wr, 

Gwaed  Einion,  ag  o  Danwr,* 

Coed  Rhys,  yn  cadw  ^r  oesoedd, 

Cawr  o  wr,  Llwyd,  car  larll  oedd. 

Caid  o  hil  coed  wohelyth, 

Caterw  fydd  coetir  fyth. 

Caid  anian  yn  cadw  ynys, 

Cawn  roddion  gor wyrion  Rys. 

Ond  haelion,  gwychion,  yw'r  gwyr  ? 

Ond  tewrion,  ac  antarwyr  ? 

Ond  tyfeilch  yn  eu  tyfiad, 

I  rannu  'r  tir,  o  ^r  un  tad  ? 

O  dderwen  fawr,  o  'r  ddar  ffon, 

Y  cadeiriodd  coed  irion  : 

Ceingiau  yn  golofnau  gwlad  ; 

Ceirw  a  ^u  hofn  a  ^u  cariad  ; 

Cyd  tyfu  y  caid  hefyd, 

Cyd  ffynnu  a'u  earn  i  gyd  ; 

Curig,  o,  fewn  y  curas, 

A'u  cryfed,  cadwed  rhug  cas  ! 

Cyd  treulio  y  caid  rlieolwyr, 

Cyd  gildio,  cyd  gostio  gwyr : 

Cyd  henaint  y  caid*  eu  heinioes, 

Cyd  rhannu  hwnt,*  cyd  rhoi  'n  eu  hoes ; 

Cyd  garu^  ^r  Cyiiiru  y  caid; 

*  This  wine  must  have  been  imported  direct  from  France  to  the 
neighbouring  port  of  Aberystwyth.  This  passage,  and  one  in  an- 
other poem,  in  which  Llangarig  is  described  as  noted  for  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  wine,  furnishes  a  curious  proof  of  the  exislence  of  a 
trade  with  France  in  wine  on  the  Welsh  coast  at  that  early  period. 

2  Madoc  Danwr,  the  immediate  founder  of  the  Clochfaen  family. 
See  his  History,  Mont,  Coll,,  vol.  ii,  p.  269. 
8  Y  caid.     The  LI  Ceniarth  has  "  cadwo." 

*  Cyd  rhannu  hwnt.     The  LI,  Gen,  has  "  Cydran  himp." 

5  Cyd  garu.  This  is  the  reading  of  LL  Gen,  The  British  Mu- 
RcnmMS.  has  "  ffynnu,''  probably  repeated  by  mistake  from  the 
seventh  line  above. 
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Cyd  gynnal,  cadw  gweiniaid  ; 

Cadw  meirch  ar  frasgeirch  fry, 

Cadw  gwyr,  a  'u  cyd  garu, 

Cadw  eu  gwlad  mal  eu  tadau, 

Cadwasant  naw  cant  yniau.^ 

Os  gwyr  yn  garwyr  a  gaid, 

Oes  gerddiant  yn  esgweiriaid.^ 

Tyfasant  at  twf  asen, 

Mal  ar  hyd  y  milwyr  hen. 

Tri  wyr  o  'r  un  bortreiad, 

Tri  maen,  gwn,  tryma  'n  y  gaad  ; 

Tri  ag  un  a  fydd  unair. 

Tri  chapten,  tri  phen  y  ffair. 

Teiroes  oil  i  'r  tri  sydd, 

I'edeiroes  i  'r  pedwerydd. 

Huw  Cae  Llwyd  a  'i  cant. 

THE  FOUR  BBOTHEBS  OF  LLANGURIQ. 

Who  gives  daily  gold  by  weight  ? 

Who  possesses  all  the  descents  of  Powys  ? 

And  the  best  soldiers  that  are  found  ? 

Is  it  not  the  grandsons  of  chieftains  ? 

Who  possess  renown  over  all  lands  ? 

What  brothers  are  they  who  are  warriors  ? 

Four  comrades,  who,  against  wrong, 

Alike  have  been  found  mighty. 

leuan,  the  shield  of  daring  men. 

Would  rout  three  thousand  men  before  him  ; 

Stout  Owen,  in  the  two  divisions. 

Will  suflTer  none  to  quit  his  post.* 

Jenkin,  the  noble  wine-giver. 

And  gallant  William,  the  spotless  lion. 

These  are  the  sons  of  Morys,  a  bristling  rampart, 

These  are  the  Stags  of  Llan  gurig, 

And  the  grandsons  of  an  Eagle  of  renown.* 

Thou,  Jenkin,  who  givest  wine  to  thy  men, 

Art  deemed  to  be  a  man  noble  and  powerful ; 

1  Yniall.  LI.  Cen,  The  British  Museum  MS.  has  "nosau,"  which 
is  nonsense. 

2  The  British  Museum  MS.  has  "gerddiant  ysgweireriaid." 

^  I  doubt  the  soundness  of  the  text  in  this  line.  The  meaning, 
anyhow,  is  far  from  clear. 

*  See  the  pedigree  of  Jenkyn  Goch  and  of  Catherine  his  wife. 
Vol.  ii,  p.  272. 
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And  generoas  is  the  Line  of  Howel  Lloyd, 

Of  the  blood  of  Madoc  ;^  a  hero  of  renown. 

From  Einion,  and  from  the  Fire-bearer, 

Comes  a  perpetual  forest  of  scions  of  Rhys  Lloyd, 

A  gigantic  hero,  and  kinsman  to  an  Earl. 

From  that  line  hath  proceeded  a  forest  of  descendants  : 

Wide-spreading  for  ever  will  that  forest-land  be ; 

In  defending  the  Island  hath  its  spirit  been  proved. 

From  the  great  grandsons  of  Rhys  ^  shall  we  receive  gifts; 

Are  they  not  men  generous  and  gallant  ? 

Are  they  not  men  resolate  and  daring  ? 

In  their  increase  are  they  not  proud. 

As  sons  of  one  father,  to  share  the  land  between  them  ? 

From  a  vast  oak,  from  the  stock  of  a  female  oak. 

Hath  spread  forth  a  flourishing  wood. 

Whose  branches  are  pillars  in  the  land. 

Stags  are  they  alike  feared  and  beloved, 

They  have  been  found  both  to  grow  together. 

And  all  to  prosper  together  in  love. 

May  Curig,  beneath  their  cuirass. 

Strengthen  them,  and  keep  them  from  hate ! 

As  rulers  have  they  been  proved  to  spend  together. 

Together  to  raise,  and  to  pay  their  men. 

Together  hath  their  life  attained  its  prime. 

Together  do  they  share  in  their  life,  together  bestow. 

Together  have  they  been  found  to  love  the  Cymry, 

Together  to  maintain  and  support  the  sick. 

To  keep  their  high  steeds  on  finest  oats  : 

Together  to  maintain,  and  love  their  men. 

And  preserve  their  country,  as  their  fathers 

Preserved  it,  with  nine  hundred^energies.* 

As  their  men  have  been  found  to  love  them. 

So  have  they  led  the  life  of  esquires. 

They  have  grown  to  the  growth  of  a  rib,* 

Like  the  warriors  of  old  in  stature. 

Three  of  the  heroes  are  framed  on  one  pattern, — 

1  The  great-grandson  of  Madoc  Danwr.  Though  no  special  ex- 
ploits  or  characteristics  are  connected  with  his  name,  yet,  from 
the  frequency  of  reference  to  it,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  the  minds  of  the  bards  with  somewhat  more  noteworthy 
than  the  single  quality  of  birth. 

«  Rhys  Lloyd  of  Creuddyn  was  the  great  grandfather  of  these 
brothers. 

^  I.  e.,  With  courage  and  spirit  inexhaustible. 

*  I.  e.,  to  a  nicety. 
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Three  rocks,  the  heaviest  I  know  to  be  found. 
The  three  and  one  will  hold  one  language. 
Three  captains,  three  presidents  at  the  fair. 
The  three  will  have  three  lives  ; 
The  fourth  will  have  a  fourth  life.^ 

The  extract,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation, 
is  from  a  poem  by  Cadwaladr  ab  Rhys  Trefnant,  who 
is  stated  in  Enwogion  to  have  flourished  about  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century.  In  it  are  celebrated 
the  virtues  of  Llewelyn,  the  husband  of  Elen,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  above  elegy ;  and  her  ovni  praises  are  sounded 
in  the  closing  lines,  although  she  is  not  actually  named 
in  them.  The  poem  is  entitled,  "  An  Ode  to  solicit 
the  loan  of  a  Bull  for  the  Lady  of  Peutyn,^  from  Lle- 
welyn, son  of  Morris,  son  of  Rhys,  son  of  Adam,  of 
Llangurig." 

Who  is  the  man  of  renown,  of  pure  virtue, 

Besolute  and  gallant,  of  a  bearing  free  from  vanity  ? 

It  is  the  Lion  of  Battle  called  Llewelyn, 

The  falcon  of  the  hill-country  of  fair  Curig, 

Of  bright  aspect,  sign  of  a  pure  heart. 

In  steel  mail,  quick  as  Dervel  with  his  staff.^ 

A  gallant  vmae-giver  is  Jenkin,* 

Morris*  is  noble  for  his  humility  of  speech  ; 

A  man  to  draw  the  yoke  of  Rhys 

Lloyd,  like  to  a  tawny  lion. 

Thou  art  the  angel  of  the  blood  of  Howel 

Lloyd,  the  soul  of  all  goodness  ; 

A  man  the  best  offspring  of  Griffith, 

The  pure  progeny  of  highest  descents. 

With  noble  increase  from  the  blood  of  David 

Tabam,  mayst  thou  grow  to  be  an  Earl ; 

If  thine  eight  sires  be  reckoned, 

Thy  pedigrees  become  numerous  ; 

^  J.  e.,  The  life  of  each  brother  will  be  quadrupled,  as  it  were,  by 
its  perfect  unison  with  that  of  each  of  the  other  three. 

*  A  place  in  Radnorshire. 

*  The  patron  Saint  of  Llandderfel,  in  Edeymion.  See  his  History 
in  Enwogion. 

*  The  third  of  the  "Four  Brothers,"  and  Llewelyn's  brother-in-law. 
^  The  name  of  the  fathers  of  both  Elen  and  Llewelyn. 
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Uncorrupt  are  thy  four  lines  of  descent, 

Of  no  vile  or  base  extraction  is  thine  ancestor. 

If  thine  ancient  blood  be  stirred  up. 

No  better  blood  exists  in  distant  lands, 

Than  that  which  a  sweet  significance 

Bespeaks  in  thy  delicate  features. 

The  blood  of  Rhys  is  a  rampart,  with  his  vast  forest'  yonder. 

To  prosper  together  with  the  Blood  of  Llawdden. 

A  wide-spread  forest  is  the  Blood  of  Trevor.' 

Pure  are  thy  degrees  of  afiinity  wherever  the  language  is 

spoken.' 
Mighty  Mathavam,  with  its  men. 
Is  a  portion  of  the  fruit  of  the  ancient  warriors. 

•M-  *  •}f  *  -Jf  * 

From  TJrien  came  a  privileged  line  of  descent, 
Degengl,  a  scion  of  branches  many  and  illustrious  ; 
Gwaithvoed,  a  stag  whose  work  is  of  excellent  fashion. 
Came — together  with  thy  kindred  that  loved  thee — 
Came  from  Rhys.     Good  are  thy  roots  : 
The  veins  of  Gethin's  roots  are  one  with  theirs. 
This  does  not  touch 
'J^he  sixth  part  there  of  what  is  yours  ; 
On  you,  as  on  Ivor/  hath  God  bestowed 
The  greatest  store  of  wealth ; 
How  true  is  it  that,  with  a  brave  heart, 
By  wealth  is  gained  the  world  ! 

Who  doth  not  love  thee,  thou  Chief  over  the  multitude, 
Thou  Falcon  yonder,  circling  round  the  cultivated  land  ? 
Thy  Spouse — ^worthy  of  praise  is  she — 
Llewelin's  Lily,  bright  as  the  moon, 
A  Gwenhwyvar,  a  second  Avarwedd. 
In  many  virtues  is  she  perfected. 
Savoury  messes  are  in  her  pantries. 
Rampart  of  thy  Tribe  !  may  Mary  uphold  it ! 
Thou  art  one  to  distribute — thy  fame  shall  endure. 
Like  that  of  the  hero  Bran,  in  the  Upland  of  Curig. 

With  this  poem  we  do  not  yet  lose  sight  of  the  Four 
Brothers.  The  Llyfr  Ceniarth  contains  others  addressed 

^  A  forest,  in  Welsh  poetry,  often  means  a  host  of  kindred  or 
clansmen. 
2  Tudor  Trevor. 

*  Literally,  *'  thi*oughout  the  language." 

*  Ivor  Hael. 
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respectively  to  three  of  their  number,  as  far  as  may  be 
gathered  from  internal  evidence,  for  their  titles  in  the 
MS.  speak  only  of  their  being  written  in  honour  of  "  the 
Clochiaen  Family;"  a  circumstance  which,  together  with 
the  numerous  gaps  and  corruptions  or  mutilations  of  the 
text  which  occur  in  them,  tends  greatly  to  obscure  their 
meaning.  In  the  MS.  they  are  all  (one  by  Sion  Keri 
excepted)  subscribed  with  iJie  name  of  Huw  Arwystli, 
with  the  addition  of  dates,  which,  however,  are  either 
too  early  or  too  late  to  be  calculated  to  do  otherwise 
than  mislead  ;  one  being  fixed  at  1570,  and  the  others 
so  far  back  as  at,  or  about,  1500.  As  these  and  most  of 
the  following  poems  have  been,  and  there  is  little  reason 
to  doubt  justly,  ascribed  to  Huw  Arwystli,  who  is  thus, 
perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  entitled  to  the  appella- 
tion of  "  Bard  of  Llangurig,"  it  may  be  fitting  to  intro- 
duce them  with  an  epitome  of  the  few  scattered  notices 
which  we  have  been  able  to  collect  of  his  career. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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HISTORY    OF    THE     PARISH    OF 
LLANSANTFFRAID-YN-MECHAIN. 

By     THOMAS    GRIFFITHS    JONES    (Cyfpin). 


Chapter  I. — Physical  Features  and  Description. 

The  parish  of  Llansantffraid-yn-Mechain  derives  its 
name  from  the  dedication  of  its  church  to  St.  Ffraid, 
(St.  Bride),  and  is  called  Llansantffraid-yn-Mechaiu,  to 
distinguish  it  from  other  parishes  in  Wales  bearing  a 
similar  name, — the  chief  portion  of  this  parish,  that  on 
the  northern  side  of  the  Vymwy,  being  in  the  Comot 
of  Mechain  Iscoed,  (now  called  Pool  Lower),  in  the 
hundred  of  the  Vymwy.  The  remainder,  i.e.  the  por- 
tion on  the  southern  side  of  the  Vymwy,  is  in  the 
Comot  of  Deuddwr,  ("between  the  waters,"  i.e.,  of 
the  Severn  and  Vymwy),  in  the  hundred  of  Ystlyc. 
The  entire  parish  is  in  the  manors  of  Plas  yn  dinas, 
Deuddwr,  and  Mechain  Iscoed,  and  in  the  Poor  Law 
Union  of  Llanfyllin. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Llan- 
gedwyn  and  Llanyblodwel ;  on  the  south  by  Guils- 
held  and  Llandysilio  ;  on  the  west  by  Meifod  and 
Llanfechain ;  and  on  the  east  by  Llanymynech  and 
Llanyblodwel.  As  already  indicated,  the  river  Vymwy 
divides  the  parish  into  two  portions.  The  following  town- 
ships are  situated  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river,  viz. ; 
— Tref-llan,  Llanerch-emrys,  Dolwen,  Melyniog-fawr, 
Melyniog-fach,and  Lledrod;  with  a  total  acreage  of  3,159 
acres,  and  a  total  estimated  rental  of  £3,889  :  12  :  2^. 
On  the  south  side  are  situated  the  townships  of  Tre- 
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derwen,  Trewylan,  Llanerchila,  and  CoUfryn,  with  a 
total  acreage  of  about  2,642  acres,  and  a  total  esti- 
mated rental  of  £4,819  :  14  :  6.  Total  acreage  for  the 
whole  parish,  5,801  acres.  Total  estimated  rental, 
£8,709  :  6  :  8^.  The  length,  from  the  river  Tannatt 
(opposite  Uangedwyn)  to  Penrhos,  is  five  miles  and  a 
quarter,  and  the  breadth,  from  near  Abertanat  to  Cefn 
near  Bwlch  y  Cibau,  four  miles  and  three  quarters. 

Trefllanhas  an  acreage  of  586  acres,  3  roods,  29  per- 
ches, consisting  of  seven  farms  of  twenty  acres  and 
upwards.  Total  rateable  value,  £1,120  :  0  :  6^^.  This 
part  of  the  parish  is  far  superior  to  any  other  in  the 
fertility  of  its  soil.  The  township  is  called  Trefllan, 
because  the  church  or  Llan  stands  in  it. 

Llanerch-emrys.  This  is  the  largest  townsliip  in  this 
part  of  the  parish.  It  contains  about  855  acres,  3  roods, 
1 7  perches,  divided  into  twelve  farms  of  twenty  acres 
and  upwards.  Total  rateable  value,  £757  :  6  :  4.  The 
land  is  rough  and  heavy  ;  gravelly,  clayey,  and  peaty 
soils  are  also  to  be  found,  yet  afl  kinds  of  com  and 
green  produce  are  raised  in  abundance.  Tradition  states 
that  Emrys  Benaur  fought  a  battle  here,  an  event 
which  gave  the  name  to  the  township.  It  contains 
about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  turbary,  with  common 
rights. 

Dolwen,  This  is  the  smallest  township  in  the  parish. 
Its  acreage,  208  acres,  3  roods,  38  perches,  is  divided 
into  three  farms  of  upwards  of  twenty  acres,  and  some 
four  small  tenements  besides,  and  the  total  rateable 
value  is  £328  :  2  :  7.  This  township  contains  land  as 
fertile  as  any  in  the  parish  ;  hence  it  is  called  Dol-wen 
(the  White  Meadow),  from  the  abundance  of  its  white- 
blossomed  trefoil,  Welsh  Meillionen  Olwen. 

Melyniog-fawr.  Contains  579  acres,  2  roods,  21  per- 
ches, divided  into  six  farms  of  above  twenty  acres  each, 
and  four  tenements  of  a  smaller  acreage,  and  its  total 
rateable  value  is  £640  :  18  :  6.  Much  good  land  is  to 
be  found  in  this  part,  together  with  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  hill  and  upland  pasture,  imfavourable  for  culti- 
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vation.  The  name  Melyniog  [a  corruption  of  Meillio- 
nog]  was  given  to  this  township  because  of  the  white 
trefoil,  or  white  clover,  produced  in  its  fertile  land. 

Melyniog-fdch.  Contains  443  acres,  3^  perches,  di- 
vided into  five  farms  of  above  twenty  acres  each,  and 
nine  tenements  of  a  smaller  acreage.  The  total  rate- 
able value  is  £594  :  0  :  9.  Some  of  the  best  barley  in 
North  Wales  is  raised  in  this  township,  together  with 
abundant  crops  of  other  cereals.  It  is  called  Melyniog- 
fdch,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  larger  township. 

Lledrod.  Contains  484  acres,  1  rood,  27  perches, 
divided  into  six  farms  of  upwards  of  twenty  acres, 
and  three  of  a  smaller  acreage.  Total  rateable  value, 
£449  :  3  :  6.  The  land  here,  taken  altogether,  is  perhaps 
the  poorest  in  the  parish  ;  yet  there  is  some  good  land, 
and  as  the  whole  of  it  is  well  cultivated,  it  produces 
an  abundant  crop.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Lledrod :  possibly  it  is  derived 
from  Lledran,  a  portion  of  the  parish,  or  else  Lle-y- 
rhydy  (tJie  place  of  the  ford),  from  the  old  ford  or 
stepping  stones  that  lead  to  it  from  the  Deuddwr  side 
by  way  of  Pen-y-Sam  and  Waenfach. 

There  was  another  division  of  the  parish,  but  which  is 
not  now  recognised,  called  Winllan,  and  is  situate  in  the 
township  of  Melyniogfawr  and  Llanerchemrys.  Llwyd 
of  Llanerchrochwel  suggests  it  to  have  been  "  7%e  Win- 
llan J'  or  the  vineyard  of  the  Romans,  the  warmth  and 
aspect  of  its  sheltered  comers  being  very  favourable  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine. 

The  following  are  the  subdivisions  of  the  portions  of 
the  parish  situate  in  Deuddwr  : — 

Trederwen.  Literally  ''Oak  town"  The  name  given 
to  an  ancient  town,  which,  tradition  says,  once  stood  in 
this  district,  on  account  of  the  material  (oak  timber) 
with  which  it  was  principally  built.  The  estimated 
extent  of  this  township  is  488  acres,  2  roods,  3  per- 
ches, and  its  gross  estimated  rental,  £1,222  :  8  :  6  It 
is  divided  into  seven  farms  above  twenty  acres,  and 
some  fifteen  lesser  holdings. 
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Trewylan  means  "an  abode  on  the  banks  of  a 
river  or  water."  Tradition  points  to  an  ancient  city  as 
having  been  the  original  "  Trefwylan."  This  township 
has  an  acreage  of  about  833  acres,  29  perches,  and  an 
estimated  rental  of  £1,267  :  15.  It  is  subdivided  into 
six  farms  above  twenty  acres,  and  about  six  smaller 
lettings. 

Llanerchila,  ''A  clear  area  for  works  "  Should  the 
tradition  above  alluded  to  be  correct,  this  may  have  been 
that  part  of  the  ancient  town  set  apart  for  the  artisans, 
and  hence  the  name.  The  estimated  extent  of  this 
township  is  350  acres,  2  roods,  29  perches,  and  the 
rental,  £648  :  13  :  8.  It  has  five  farms  above  twenty 
acres,  and  eleven  other  tenements. 

Collfnjn,  or  "  the  place  of  execution,'*  of  which  tradi- 
tion says  it  was  formerly  the  scene  ;  nevertheless,  the 
name  may  have  had  its  origin  from  Cyll-fryn,  or  the 
Hazel  mount.  The  township  is  estimated  at  857  acres, 
1  rood,  33  perches,  with  a  gross  estimated  rental  of 
£1,680  :  17  :  4.  It  contains  nine  farms  above  twenty 
acres,  and  nineteen  lesser  holdings. 

That  part  of  the  parish  which  is  in  the  himdred  of 
Deuddwr  is  quite  distinct  from  that  situate  in  Mechain 
Iscoed,  or  Pool  Lower,  in  all  parochial  arrangements, 
each  portion  collecting  and  levying  its  own  rates,  having 
its  own  vestries,  special  officers,  such  as  guardians  for 
the  poor,  overseers,  etc.  ;  but  in  ecclesiastical  matters 
both  divisions  are  subject  to  the  same  jurisdiction. 

Deuddwr  has  an  undulating  surface,  and  is  mostly 
arable  land,  and  if  the  agriculturist  is  not  blessed  with 
the  same  extent  of  level  meadow  land  as  his  neighbour 
on  the  Mechain  side,  he  has  not  the  hilly  plough  land 
of  the  Aethnen,  Winllan,  Cilrhiw,  Lledrod,  and  Llan- 
erchemrys  to  tire  his  teams ;  and  moreover,  the  long 
ridge  of  land  running  parallel  with  the  river  is  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Previous  to  1787,  a  great 
portion  of  the  hundred  was  common,  or  unenclosed 
land,  and  the  "oldest  inhabita.nt"  would  often  boast  of 
the  great  extent  of  the  common  pasture,  which  con- 
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tinued  in  an  uninterrupted  range  to  the  Cymerau, — ^the 
confluence  of  the  Vymwy  and  the  Severn  ; — and  it  is 
said  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  the  farmer,  at  the 
end  of  the  summer,  could  select  his  once  lean  kine  out 
of  the  now  fatted  beasts.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last 
century  the  ccjmmons  were  enclosed  in  Deuddwr  and 
Mechain.  The  principal  landowners  in  the  parish  are 
the  Earl  of  Powis,  Rev.  Walter  Charles  Edward  Ky- 
naston,  M.A.,  of  Hardwick  Hall,  William  Evans,  Esq., 
Robert  Simcocks  Perrott,  Esq.,  J.  R.  Orrasby  Gore, 
Esq.,  Edward  Kynaston  Kynaston,  Esq.,  Trewylan, 
and  Mrs.  Perry,  Bryntanat. 

The  parish  occupies  altogether  one  of  the  most  lovely 
situations  in  the  vale  of  the  Vyrnwy,  the  scenery  being 
beautiful  and  diversified,  if  not  sublime  or  grand.  From 
the  Foel,  views  may  be  had  of  portions  of  the  counties 
of  Denbigh,  Flint,  Salop,  and  Chester,  and  of  the  tops 
of  the  Merionethshire  hills.  From  this  point  also  may 
be  seen  fertile  meadows  and  pastures,  and  fields  thickly 
covered  with  all  kinds  of  agricultural  produce,  and  at 
times — 

"  Yr  yd  yn  ymredeg 
Hyd  fronau  mal  tonau  teg."  (Myllin.) 

[And  waves  of  golden  com 

On  many  a  slope  each  other  chase.] 

And  all  things  that  grow,  from  the  mighty  oak  to  the 
yellow  broom  on  yonder  hill-side,  which  gracefully  bends 
before  the  breeze,  the  fragrant  and  abundant  trefoil 
and  primroses,  (for  which  this  spot  is  so  noted),  all  lend 
their  beauty  to  adorn  one  of  the  loveliest  vales  on  the 
Welsh  borders. 

In  the  upper  parts  of  the  parish  the  soil  is  gravelly 
and  peaty,  whilst  in  the  lower  parts  it  is  alluvial  and 
sandy,  so  that  there  is  scarcely  any  kind  of  agricultural 
produce  that  is  not  cultivated  and  raised  to  perfection 
in  the  parish.  The  hills  are  easy  of  cultivation,  and 
produce  wheat  and  barley  that  cannot  be  excelled  ;  and 
in  the  lowland,  pasture  of  the  best  quality  is  found,  so 
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that  a  good  dairymaid  will  obtain  from  every  cow  above 
£10  worth  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese  per  annum. 
The  meadows  have  yielded  two  crops  of  hay,  and  very 
good  after-math  in  addition. 

The  Roads.  Eighty  years  ago  all  the  roads  of  the 
parish  were  so  neglected,  so  deeply  rutted,  and  so  soft, 
that  all  traffic  had  to  be  carried  on  on  horseback, — even 
to  the  carrying  of  lime, — for  if  the  farmer  ventured 
out  with  his  team  and  waggon,  the  vehicle  was  almost 
certain  to  sink  to  its  axletrees  several  times  before 
reaching  its  journeys  end,  and  great  would  be  the 
trouble  in  obtaining  assistance  to  make  another  start. 
As  an  instance  of  this,  it  is  related  that  "  the  great 
bell"  in  the  church  steeple  was  originally  intended  for 
Llanfechain  Church  ;  and  the  following  joke  is  added, 
that  the  united  strength  of  all  the  horses  that  were 
in  the  paiish  of  Llanfechain  was  not  sufficient  to  move 
it  from  where  it  had  stood,  and  there  it  remained  on 
the  road-side  near  the  Foel  for  a  long  period,  before  it 
was  removed  thence  to  its  present  resting-place. 

The  old  bridge  which  spanned  the  Vymwy,  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  century,  was  swept  away  by  the 
flood.  At  the  time  an  old  man  (Edward  Ellis),  who 
had  just  before  taken  his  cows  over  the  bridge,  was 
obliged  to  take  them  round  through  Llanymynech  to 
bring  them  home  to  the  Bont.  It  is  said  that  Gwall- 
ter  Mechain,  (the  late  Eev.  Walter  Davies),  had  the 
charge  of  a  boat  here  for  some  drunken  person  that 
owned  it,  and  that  he  used  to  row  travellers  over  the 
water.  We  presume  this  was  during  the  re-building 
of  the  bridge.  So  great  has  been  the  increase  of  traffic 
since  then,  that  just  before  the  opening  of  the  railway 
over  £600  was  paid  annually  for  the  rent  of  Llansant- 
firaid  toll-gate  aJone  ;  lime  and  coal  were  also  conveyed 
in  considerable  quantities  through  the  village  to  the 
north-western  part  of  Montgomeryshire  and  to  the 
borders  of  Merionethshire. 

There  are  several  old  brook  lanes  to  be  found  in  this 
parish,  the  most  interesting  being  one  leading  from  the 
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coal  wharf  towards  Bronhyddon,  (now  partly  closed), 
thence  behind  the  Summerhouse  to  Penybryn  and 
Winllan.  Another  led  from  opposite  Rhosddu,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  through  Rhyd  y  Bala,  on  the 
Vymwy,  up  the  glen  on  the  north,  dividing  the  pa- 
rishes of  Meifod  and  Llansantffraid,  for  Bwlchycibau, 
which  was  said  to  have  formed  part  of  the  route  from 
Bala  to  Shrewsbury,  and  was  formerly  infested  with 
robbers.  This  gave  occasion  to  some  local  bard  to 
ijing— 

''  Lladron  Bwlch-y-cibaa, 

Dewch  i  gyd  i  ^r  unlle  ; 

I  w'randaw  Twm  or  Siamber  wen 

Yn  tori  pen  y  chware." 
[Ye  thieves  of  Bwlch  y  cibau. 
Assemble  here  together ; 
Listen  to  Twm  of  Siamber  wen 
Recounting  the  day^s  sport.] 

The  Rivers,  The  name  Vyimwy,  according  to  Dr. 
Owen  Pughe,  is  a  corruption  of  the  Welsh  word 
Efymwy,  or  Mymwy,  which  appellation  was  given  to 
this  river  on  account  of  its  being  crooked,  meandering, 
or  serpentine.  Others  derive  the  name  from  Maranwy, 
being  waters  much  frequented  by  the  maran,  or  salmon. 
It  was  known  to  old  writers  as  Piscosus  Amnis,  (the 
fish-abounding  river),  and  this  makes  the  last  deriva- 
tion very  plausible.  Others  will  have  it  to  be  derived 
from  Havrenwy,  (Severn  waters),  because  the  Vymwy 
empties  itself  into  the  Severn. 

The  Vyrnwy  has  two  sources  : — the  Banw,  which 
rises  on  Bwlchyfedwen, — 

"  Y  Banw  balch  ei  dyfodiad  o  ben  Bwlch  y  Fedwen.^^ 
[From  Bwlchyfedwen^s  height 
The  Banw  proudly  glides  along.] 

and  carries  its  name  to  Glanbanw  Bridge,  from  whence 
it  is  known  to  its  junction  with  the  other  branch  as 
the  Einion. 

The  other  branch  rises  above  Rhiwargor  in  Llan- 
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wddyn,  where  it  is  properly  called  the  Mechen,  although 
sometimes  wrongly  called  the  Vymwy. 

"  T'ucha^r  Bhiwargor  mewn  ochr  raae  Mechen, 
AM  flfrwd  yn  ddaoeraidd  yn  flfrydio  *r  ddaiaren/' 
[Above  Rhiwargor's  steep,  Mechen^s  cool  stream  burst  forth.] 

This  branch  in  the  time  of  Llywarch  Hen  was  known 
as  the  Trafal.  Hence  Mantrafal,  (Mathrafal),  the  an- 
cient seat  of  the  Princes  of  Powys,  which  is  situate 
near  the  banks  and  the  confluence  of  the  two  streams. 
From  this  point  the  united  streams  are  properly  called 
Evyrnwy.  It  may  not,  however,  be  out  of  place  to 
state  that  the  Llanfair  branch  and  the  Llanwddyn 
branch  seem  at  one  time  to  have  continued  their  sepa- 
rate courses  along  the  centre  of  the  vale  of  Meifod,  and 
not  to  have  united  until  they  reached  the  narrow  pass 
above  Pontiscowryd,  and  to  this  day,  when  the  river  is 
flooded,  the  Mechen  seems  to  take  its  old  track,  and 
often  is  the  source  of  great  loss  to  the  farmers  of  Llawr 
y  Main  and  Dyffryn  Meifod.  The  river  thus  diverg- 
ing very  justly  caused  the  poetical  topographer  Drayton 
to  style  it, — 

"  Fork^t  Vumway,  bringing  Tur  and  Tanot ;  growing  rank. 
She  plies  her  towards  the  pool. 

Pennant  gives  the  following  list  of  twenty  various 
kinds  of  fish  that  inhabit  the  Vyrnwy  : — 


FISH. 

WHEN   IN   SEASON. 

Salmon 

.     Christmas  to  July. 

Trout 

.     March  to  December. 

Samlet 

.     Ditto. 

Greyling   . 

.     March  to  November. 

Minnow  or  pink 

.     April  to  September. 

Perch 

.     May  to  the  end  of  September, 

RufiFe  or  pope    . 

.     April  to  September. 

Carp 

.     April  to  July. 

Tench 

.     Ditto. 

Roach 

.     April  to  September. 

Dace 

.     Ditto. 

Gudgeon  . 

.     Ditto. 
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FISH.                                                WHEN    IN    SEASON 

Bleak 

.     June  to  August. 

Chub 

.     April  to  June. 

Loche 

.     March  to  September. 

Bullhead  or  Miller's  thumb     April  to  September. 

Shad 

.     March  and  April. 

Eel    . 

.     June,  July,  August. 

Lamprey 

Flounder 

.     May  to  September. 

And  add  to  the  above  the  pike,  which  is  devastating 
this  river,  and  will  soon  apparently  clear  it  of  its 
finest  fish ;  and  the  Givynidd,  or  mearling,  or  whiting, 
which  was  formerly  taken  in  this  river,  but  is  now,  as 
well  as  the  shad,  lamprey,  and  flounder,  never  seen  in 
this  district.  The  dace  comes  up  in  immense  shoals 
about  the  21st  of  March,  and  is  then  caught  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Cain  with  the  Vyrnwy  in  great  numbers. 
The  length  of  the  river  Vyrnwy,  from  Mathrafal  to  the 
Cymerau,  where  it  discharges  itself  into  the  Severn,  is 
ahout  twenty-six  miles.  Another  of  our  rivers  is  the 
Cain,  (or  the  clear,  transparent  water),  which  rises 
some  miles  above  LlanfyUin,  its  turbulence  and  rapid 
flow  giving  to  the  landowner  on  its  margin  great  trouble 
and  expense  in  keeping  the  banks  in  repair,  and  the 
unruly  Cain  in  its  proper  course.  The  Cain  empties 
itself  into  the  Vyrnwy,  near  the  village.  It  is  noted 
for  its  trout  fishing,  which  commences  early  in  Feb- 


ruarv. 


There  is  a  well  in  the  parish  called  Ffynnon  Elias, 
in  the  township  of  Trederwen,  which  was  formerly  much 
resorted  to  by  persons  afflicted  with  weak  eyes  and 
dimness  of  sight,  and  who  are  said  to  have  received 
perfect  cures  by  the  application  of  its  waters. 

Productions.  As  to  cereals,  we  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  brief  remarks  already  made  under  the  different 
townships.  Near  to  Glasgoed,  on  the  estate  of  Wil- 
liam Evans,  Esq.,  is  to  be  found  an  immense  bed  of 
black  lead  in  an  impure  state.  Large  offers  have  been 
made  to  the  proprietor  for  rights  to  work  the  same. 
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This  mineral  substance  was  often  used  as  a  substitute 
for  urnbre,  and  when  ground  in  oil  made  very  good 
paint  of  a  slatey  colour.  It  has  also  much  of  the  cleans- 
mg  properties  of  soap,  and  was  well  known  to  the  lads 
of  the  neighbourhood  as  a  capital  cleanser  of  slates. 

Of  reptiles,  the  green  snake,  the  blind  worm,  and 
lizard  are  occasionally  met  with,  whilst  in  the  stagnant 
and  other  waters  are  to  be  found  the  newts,  known  lo- 
cally as  hascalls  ;  also  the  hair  worm  (or  Dyfowclws)^  to 
the  taking  in  of  which,  w^hilst  drinking  water,  the 
farmers  have  ascribed  the  cattle  murrain ;  but  the  vo- 
racious larvae  of  the  great  water  beetle,  or  "the  Devil's 
horse,"  clears  the  waters  of  this  and  other  aquatic  in- 
sects, which  otherwise  would  be  troublesome. 

To  the  ordinary  list  of  birds  we  may  mention  that 
the  buzzard  hawk  {barcutan),  raven  {cigfran),  the  goat 
sucker  {droell  fach),  at  one  time  often  seen  and  heard, 
are  now  to  be  numbered  with  the  extinct,  as  far  as  Llan- 
santffraid  is  concerned,  whilst  the  little  grebe,  grey  owl 
{dallhuan  las),  bittern  {deryn  y  bwm),  teal,  piebald  coot, 
the  green  linnet  {llinos),  and  the  brown  linnet,  are  fast 
getting  uncommon,  and  seldom  seen.  We  are  also  oc- 
casionally visited  by  strange  birds.  Those  noticed  were 
the  cormorant,  occasionally  on  the  Tannat,  near  the 
Grove  ;  nightingale,  near  Penymaes,  in  the  summers  of 
1834,  1835,  and  1836  ;  stormy  petrel,  (found  dead  in 
the  whiter  of  1869,  near  the  bridge) ;  the  great  north- 
em  diver,  or  grebe,  seen  on  the  Vyrnwy,  in  the  winter 
of  1869.  Stray  swans  are  also  sometimes  caught  and 
shot  on  the  Vyrnwy.  We  may  also  mention  a  vara 
avis  which  occasionally  visits  this  neighbo\irhood, — the 
golden-crested  wren.  The  writer  some  years  ago  caught 
one  so  diminutive  in  size,  that  after  having  been  packed 
in  an  ordinary  match-box,  and  enclosed  with  a  letter 
in  an  envelope  addressed  to  a  bird  preserver,  the  whole 
package,  weighing  less  than  half  an  ounce,  was  sent  by 
post  for  the  usual  letter  charge  of  one  penny  ! 

Amongst  the  quadrupeds  in  the  parish,  the  badger 
{pry  pen  frith),  dormouse  (patheiv),  and  the  wild  cat 
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caih  goed),  are  quite  extinct,  whilst  the  pole  cat,  or 
fitchet  [ffwlhart)  and  the  stoat  (carlivm)  are  very  seldom 
seen. 

Among  many  varieties  of  butterflies  and  moths  we 
have  the  peacock  butterfly,  the  green  veined ;  brim- 
stone, the  orange  tipped  ;  red  admirable,  the  red  ad- 
miral ;  the  emperor ;  the  tortoise ;  the  death's  head 
moth ;  the  humming  bird  hawk  moth  ;  and  the  tiger 
moth. 

In  the  vegetable  world  we  are  certainly  blessed  with 
a  richness  approaching  the  proverbial  "  Severn  side/'  so 
thickly  clothed  have  we  noticed  the  fields  in  Dolwen 
township  with  the  white  clover  {meillion  olweii),  that 
they  had,  from  the  whiteness  of  the  blossom,  all  the 
appearance  of  a  field  well  covered  with  lime  !  and  the 
fragrance  of  the  flower  so  filled  the  air,  that  the  sweet 
scent  could  be  distinguished  from  a  distance.  We  may 
mention  as  very  uncommon  the  beautiful  vetch,  found 
near  the  railway  cutting ;  the  white  march  mallow, 
(most  uncommon),  probably  hybrid,  to  be  seen  near 
Penybont  Gate ;  the  water  lily  in  Pontypentre  Park, 
(the  saxifrage  and  St.  John  s  wort  noticed  by  the  Os- 
westry and  Welshpool  Field  Chib) ;  the  trumpet-shaped 
daffodill,  or  "the  daffodowndilty  which  grows  by  the 
well"  of  the  nursery-rhyme.  And  a  variety  of  ferns, — 
a  pretty  specimen,  "  the  wall  rue  spleen  wort," — grows 
on  the  bridge.  In  the  forest  trees  we  have  the  ordinary 
varieties.  The  immensely  tall  poplar  trees  near  the 
"  Gate"  are  worthy  of  attention ;  but  a  notable  ash  tree 
on  the  Finnant  Farm,  belonging  to  William  Evans, 
Esq.,  well  merits  the  title  of  "  Brenhin  bren,"  (the  Ring 
tree),  of  the  parish  ;  it  is  computed  to  contain  210  cubic 
feet  of  good  clefty  timber,  knotless  and  faultless.  The 
trunk,  twenty-seven  feet  long  by  thirty  inches  girth,  is  a 
magnificent  piece  of  timber,  straight  and  without  branch 
or  fault. 
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Chap.  II. — Populatiox. 

The  population  in  1861  was  1,537.  Eighty  years  _ 
it  was  not  quite  900.  The  Rev.  Walter  Davies,  in  the 
Agricultural  Survey  of  North  Wales,  (p.  442),  put 
it  at  850.  About  thirty  years  ago  there  were  but 
thirteen  houses  in  the  village  of  Llansantflfraid, — "  Y 
Bont"  being  the  oldest  house.  On  one  of  its  walls 
was  preserved  in  the  plastering  the  date — 1609.  But 
now  there  are  about  seventy  good  dwelling-houses  in 
the  village.  The  inhabitants  are  employed  almost  ex- 
clusively in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  following  has 
been  compiled  from  the  population  tables  of  1851  and 
1861  :— 


Llaneaintffraid.' 
Pool  division    ..    | 
Deythur  division  j 

Total 

m  9 
II 

ROUBCB.                                                PitPULATIUir. 

1H51.       1 

1861. 

Perwnt.   | 

Males. 

Female*. 

1 

1 

x: 

tk 

c 

1 
1 

a 

t 

< 

c 
"c 

C 

1 

1 
1 

1 

s 

725 
471 

1196 

i 

i 

3)^3 
27fe 

i 

358 
225 

583 

i 

6065} 

158 
99 

3 

_ 
11 

161 
106 

267 

54 
321 

6 
2 

7 
7 

725   367 
530   246 

342 
252 

6066 

?57 

1255    613  fifll 

594 

Ecclesiastical      dis- 
trict of  Holy  Trini- 
ty,2Penrhos,  formed 
by  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority, on  28  Nov., 
1844,    contained    a 
portion     of     Llan- 
saintffraid,     which 
portion  contains  the 
following   

282 
1537 

158 
819 

r^4 

Whole  pariah... 

7IS 

We  find  the  following  interesting  figures  in  Davies's 
Agricultural  Survey,  p.  454  : — "  In  two  periods,  from 
1759  to  1767,  and  from  1783  to  1796,  being  twenty- 

1  Population  Eeturns,  1801,  p.  727.  2  j^^^f.,  p.  735. 
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three  years,  eighty-six  persons  were  buried  at  and 
above- seventy  years  of  age,  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions : — 


Denonifimtioiis. 

Nnmber. 
16 

ARpa  put 
tOKe'ber. 

Age  of 
youiigept. 

71 
70 

70 
70 
76 

Age  of 

eMent. 

b9 

8'» 

96 

100 

84 

Average. 

771 
73f 

81 
80 

Married  men  

1246 
103^ 
18(>4 
2511 
J60 

Married  women 

Widowers    

Widows   

Spinsters 

14 

31 

■2 

The  above  figures  sufficiently  attest  the  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  although  at  times,  especially  after  long 
periods  of  rain,  the  Vyrnwy  carries  away  from  the  bogs 
of  Llanwddyn  great  quantities  of  decomposed  vegetable 
matter  of  an  unpleasant  smell,  affecting  the  head 
and  spirits,  and  causing  low  and  typhoid  fevers ;  and 
although  consumption  takes  off  many  of  the  young, 
still  the  deaths  are  few,  and  the  majority  of  persons 
attain  maturity.  We  find,  in  1861,  living  in  the  parish 
nine  persons  who  had  attained  upwards  of  eighty  years 
of  age,  viz. : — Hugh  Pugh,  eighty-six  ;  Mrs.  Foulks, 
Tybrith,  eighty-three;  Sarah  Parry,  Trefderwen,  eighty- 
four  ;  David  Lloyd,  eighty-five ;  Edward  Williams, 
Waenfach,  ninety-one  ;  Mrs  Foulks,  School,  eighty- 
two;  Thomas  Bird,  ninety-one;  Margaret  CadwaUader, 
eighty  ;  and  Mary  Mason,  Winllan,  eighty-one.  These 
are  not  solitary  instances ;  for  a  hundred  years  ago  there 
lived  in  the  parish  twenty-three  men  who  had  attained 
the  average  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  thirty-one 
women  whose  ages  averaged  eighty-one,  and  among 
those  persons  the  greatest  ages  had  been  attained  by 
bachelors,  with  one  exception — that  of  an  old  widow 
who  was  one  hundred  years  old.^  Another  instance  of 
attaining  good  old  age  is  found  on  a  tombstone,  which 
records  the  death  of  four  individuals  having  lived  the 
several  years  of  eighty-two,  ninety-four,  eighty,  and 
eighty-six. 

^  Davies's  Survey  of  North  Wah'i*> 
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Chap.  III. — ^Arch^olooical. 

The  i)arLsh  contains  many  vestiges  of  earthworks  and 
remains,  of  which  we  shall  proceed  to  notice  the  most 
important. 

Plas-yn-Dinas  is  situate  on  part  of  the  land  be- 
longing to  Pont-y-Pentref,  called  the  Park,  near  Tre- 
wylan.  It  is  very  conspicuous  from  the  Meifod  road, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  village,  being 
a  natural  formation,  which  has  been  made  service- 
able for  defensive  purposes  by  the  addition  of  an  in- 
trenchment.  It  is  on  the  banks  of  an  old  channel  of 
the  Vymwy,  and  is  distant  from  Clawdd  Coch,  a  re- 
puted Roman  camp,  by  some  supposed  to  be  the  site  of 
the  ancient  Mediolanum,  about  two  miles  and  a  half. 
The  position  is  very  commanding,  enabling  its  occupants 
to  keep  a  good  look  out  over  the  sun-ounding  countn% 
This  camp  is  a  parallelogram,  surrounded  by  a  deep 
and  wide  ditch,  which  is  filled  with  water,  rising  near 
the  farmhouse  of  Trewylan  isaf.  Near  the  summit  a 
second  dry  ditch  runs  all  round,  which  is  still  nearly  in 
a  perfect  state  on  the  north  and  west  sides,  and  which 
must  have  rendered  it  almost  unassailable.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  this  post  formed  one  of  the  British  de- 
fences that  surrounded  Caer  Meifod,  or  Meigen. 
Others  contend  that  it  is  Roman  work,  and  in  the 
Roman  style  of  encamping.  (See  Roman  Antiquities^ 
by  Dr.  Alexander  Adam,  p.  342).  There  is  good  ground 
in  the  writer  s  opinion  to  suppose  that  it  forms  part  of 
the  vestiges  of  the  ancient  Mediolanum.  '*  The  old 
town,"  tradition  states,  extended  from  Tref-y-ddedfryd 
to  Bryn-Mawr  ;  and  we  find  a  chain  of  defensive  earth- 
works, and  vestiges  of  old  encimipments,  running  pa- 
rallel with  the  river  from  Mathrafal  to  Clawdd  Coch, 
the  distance  between  each  being  about  two  miles  and 
a  half.  We  have  little  or  no  account  of  this  station. 
Tradition  relates  that  there  was  a  castle  here  called 
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Plds-yn'Di'ims,  and  indeed  when  we  find  the  marks  of 
hammer  and  tool  on  stones  dug  from  the  summit  of  the 
post,  a  fish-pond  close  by,  and  that  not  long  ago  fruit 
trees  grew  on  part  of  the  entrenchments, — that  it  was 
customary  with  the  Welsh  and  Saxon  princes  to  erect 
their  mansions  on  the  sites  of  old  fort^cations,  as  we 
find  at  Rowton,  Carreghofa,  Mathrafal,  and  other 
places,  it  is  not  improbable  that  at  one  time  there  ex- 
isted on  the  summit  of  the  Plas-yn-Dinas  camp  a  man- 
sion belonging  to  some  local  chief  attached  to  the  Princes 
of  Pengwem  Powys,  who  on  their  departure  from  Pen- 
gwem  in  the  eighth  century  built  Mathrafal,  where  their 
seat  of  government  remained  for  a  long  period.  We 
believe  that  Carreghofa  Castle  and  Plas-yn-Dinas  were 
built  about  the  same  time,  and  that  Carreghofa,  Plas- 
yn-Dinas,  and  Mathrafal  were  destroyed  about  the  same 
time,  namely,  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

The  Foel  Camp  is  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  com- 
manding eminence,  of  a  conoid  form,  close  in  the  rear 
of  the  village.  The  internal  area  covers  nearly  two 
acres  ;  its  shape  following,  as  most  ancient  camps  do, 
the  conformation  of  the  ground.  It  has  all  the  marks 
of  a  British  post.  The  lines  of  defence  around  it  par- 
take more  of  the  character  of  terraces  than  ditches, 
(but  there  are  traces  in  two  places  of  parts  having  been 
sunken),  and  make  up  one  spiral  road  of  access  to  the 
great  arena.  The  sides  of  the  hill,  excepting  one,  are 
very  steep,  and  this  steepness  would  be  a  great  de- 
fence. The  entrance  is  at  the  east  end,  where  the 
sides  are  more  approachable.  There  are  no  historical 
records  concerning  this,  but  tradition  relates  that  there 
have  been  terrible  combats  about  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  spot  on  the  top  of  the  Foel  is  called  by 
the  people  "  Soldiers'  Mount,"  and  it  is  said  that  the 
soldiers  shot  at  each  other  from  the  Ffridd,  (an  opposite 
hill  to  the  west),  to  the  Foel,  and  from  the  Foel  to  the 
Ffridd,  with  bows  and  arrows.  It  is  of  a  spiral  form, 
and  has  three  ditches  winding  spirally  one  above  the 
other.     Some  say  that  it  was  Caradog  [Caractacus]  ab 
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Bran  Fendigaid  who  encamped  his  left  wing  here  while 
defending  his  country  against  the  invasion  of  the 
Romans  under  Publius  Ostorius,  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  51,  his  centre  being  on  the  Brewer.  But  all  is 
conjectural. 

Winllaii.  Tliere  is  another  old  encampment  on  the 
top  of  the  Winllan, — a  wood  belonging  to  R.  S.  Perrott, 
Esq.  A  hand  millstone,  or  quern,  was  found  here 
when  the  wood  was  planted. 

Penysarn  Earthtoork,  An  old  entrenchment  also 
exists  near  Penysarn  and  Waen  Fach,  and  in  the  town- 
ship of  Colfryn, — whether  British  or  Roman  is  not 
known,  but  from  its  situation  it  is  judged  to  be  a  kind 
of  defensive  post  to  the  ford,  or  sarn,  close  by,  hence 
Penysaim,  "  the  head  of  the  causeway."  It  is  of  a 
pearlike  form,  and  has  a  great  ditch  or  fosse,  and  is  en- 
tirely artificial.  The  camp  is  209  yards  in  circum- 
ference. The  edge  or  rampart  on  the  summit  varies 
from  six  feet  to  twenty  feet  high. 

Tlie  Hendomen  Tumulus  is  situated  in  Dauddwr,  in 
the  township  of  Llanerchila,  and  on  the  Crosswood 
estate.  At  a  little  distance,  almost  hidden  from  view, 
it  lies  on  the  south  side  of  Gelli  ridge,  apparently  at 
first  sight  in  a  hollow,  but  really  in  an  elevated  po- 
sition. Ilie  crown  of  the  elevation  has  been  levelled, 
and  on  the  platform  thus  formed  is  the  tumulus,  once 
encircled  by  a  ditch,  which,  except  on  the  west  side,  is 
now  entirely  obliterated  by  successive  ploughings. 
Supposing  it  to  have  been  a  post  of  observation  m  con- 
nection with  the  large  encampment  on  Bryn-Mawr, 
exactly  one  mile  distant  to  the  north-east,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  selected  a  spot  of  its 
slight  elevation  commanding  such  an  extent  of  moun- 
tain and  lowland  country,  and  so  suitable  for  transmit- 
ting signals  of  danger,  either  by  fire  or  otherwise.  The 
following  points,  crowned  with  encampments,  are  visible 
from  this  post :  Mathrafal,  Moel  Bentyrch,  Cyfronydd, 
Cefn  Bran,  Llwydiarth,  Rhos  y  Brithdir,  AUt  y  Gadair, 
Cadair  P'erwyn,Mynydd  Tarw,  Llwyii  bryii  r)inas,Gyrn, 
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Treflach,  Porthywaen  Pass,  Cefn  digoll,  Breidden, 
Baiisley,  Nescliff,  Gaer  fawr,  Powis  Castle  Park,  Kerry 
Hills,  etc.  The  soil  on  the  summit  is  black,  soft, 
and  greasy,  partaking  a  little  of  the  character  of  the 
peaty  soil  of  the  neighbouring  field  ;  and  the  rank 
vegetation  which  covers  the  tumulus  speaks  of  its  rich- 
ness. Mr.  Hancock,  from  whose  pen  and  ink  sketch 
the  engraving  is  produced,  remarks,  "  That  the  section 
drawing  exhibits  its  internal  character  and  structiure. 
The  excavations  that  have  been  made  expose  its  entire 
breadth  to  the  depth  of  about  ten  or  twelve  feet,  the 
lower  exposed  layer  consists  of  tolerably  large  sized  river 
stones,  with  a  very  thin  layer  of  soil  between,  next  a 
layer  of  pebbles,  and  then  a  layer  of  gravel,  superim- 
posed by  the  upper  large  layer  of  soil  proceeding  from 
coarse  to  fine  to  the  surface.  Between  the  upper  layer 
of  gravel  and  the  soil,  of  which  its  lower  layer  would 
seem  to  have  been  put  in  while  in  a  state  of  mud,  there 
are  hollow  spaces  or  holes  into  which  a  long  stick  has 
been  pushed  out  of  sight  in  a  horizontal  position.  The 
tumulus  is  overgrown  with  grass,  and  has  yoimg  oaks 
growing  on  it.  The  antiquary  would  have  a  difficulty 
in  commg  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  this  tu- 
mulus is  a  sepulchral  erection ;  and  excavations  carried 
on  a  few  feet  into  it  below  the  lower  exposed  layer 
would  possibly  lay  open  a  cist  faen,  or  stone  coffin." 
Near  to  on  the  north-west  side  is  a  remarkable  well, 
**  never  known  to  be  dry." 

Mediolanum,  There  has  been,  and  there  still  con- 
tinues, much  discussion  respecting  the  site  of  the  an- 
cient Roman  town,  Mediolanum^  and  we  offer  the  fol- 
lowing speculations  on  the  subject  with  much  diffidence, 
and  we  would  premise  that  if  greater  attention  were 
paid  to  common  tradition,  and  local  names,  the  dis- 
puted question  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  sooner  deter- 
mined.    We  find  among  us  the  following  tradition  : — 

'^  That  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  at  a  time  long  before  the 
memory  of  any  now  living,  there  was  an  ancient  city  of  con- 
siderable magnitude,  extending  from  Trefddedfryd  by  Pontis- 
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cowrhyd  along  the  river  side  to  Brynmawr ;  that  the  city  was 
bailt  of  oak  timber,  and  for  that  reason  Was  called  Trefdder- 
vren  [the  oak  town]  ;  but  that  through  some  mischance  the 
town  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  for  that  reason  its  site  is 
culled  Hendre  boeth/' 

Comparing  siicli  tradition  with  historical  records, 
we  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  remarkable  co- 
incidences. Camden  says/  that  he  had  failed  to  find 
any  traces  of  Mediolanum,  though  Antoninus  and 
Ptolemy  had  given  the  distances  from  the  known  sta- 
tions of  i?o?/n///i,  (Bangor  hcoed),  Rutuniuviy  (Rowton), 
and  Vriconium^  (Wroxeter),  but  it  was  probable  that 
it  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Vyrnwy.  That  a  place 
of  some  repute  was  destroyed  in  this  locality  is  affimi^J 
by  Baxter  in  his  Olossariiim,  he  having  read  in  ancient 
British  MSS.  "  that  a  city  called  Caer  Meigion  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  by  the  hordes  of  Deira  and  Bemicia.  Cad- 
wallon,  king  of  (iwynedd,  was  at  war  with  Edwin,  king 
of  Noi'thumbria,  in  61^4,*  and  at  the  battle  of  Meigen, 
Cadwallon  proved  victorious."  Llywarch  Hen,  in  his 
elegy  on  the  death  of  Cadwallon,  alludes  to  the  battle 
and  burning  of  the  city  of  Meigen  : — 

"  Lluest  Cadwallawn  ar  Uafren, 
Ac  o'r  tu  draw  i  DJt/fjnv, 
A  breiaid  yn  llosgi  Meigen." 

which  may  read  as  follows  : — 

'*  Cadwallon  encamped  on  the  Severn 
Beyond  the  rock  (Dygen  Freiddin), 

Whilst  the   men   of  Bernicia  (or   the   Highlands)    were 
burning  Meigen." 

The  tradition  that  it  was  of  wood,  and  was  burnt 
down,  explains  the  mystery  why  no  traces  of  it  are  to  be 
found.  Moreover,  Camden  and  others  admit  the  mean- 
ing of  the  name  ''Mediolanum"  to  be  "a  place  between 
waters  or  rivers,"  and  such  is  the  name  given  for  ages 
to  the  comot  where  tradition  points  out  the  site  of  the 
old  town,  naxaclyy DaucJdivr,  that  is,  "the  two  waters  " 

^  Cjiuulfii,  p.  (>'M.  "^  liancs  Cymru  Carnhuanauc^  p.  308. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


PARISH   OF   LLANSANTFFRAID.  93 

of  Severn  and  Vymwy.  We  ako  find  that  the  Welsh 
called  the  city  or  station  Beddwylan,^  or  Bed wy Ian. 
Now  such  is  the  name  given  to  the  farms,  where  pos- 
sibly the  principal  or  central  part  of  the  city  stood, 
only  that  the  prefix  Bed  is  changed  to  Ti^ef,  so  that  the 
place  is  now  called  Trefwylan,  and  the  meadow  near  to 
it  is  called  "Gweirglodd-wylan."^  The  following  names 
of  places  show  that  this  locality  was  at  one  time  a 
place  of  importance  : — CollfryUy  (the  hill  of  execution), 
Street ;  Trefwylan,  (the  town  of  Wylan) ;  Hendrehoeth, 
(the  old  hot  town) ;  Trefderwen,  (oak  town) ;  Llaiier- 
chila,  (a  clear  area  for  works) ;  Penysarn^  (the  head  of 
the  causeway) ;  Samau,  (causeways  or  pavements,  in- 
dicating more  than  one  road),  etc.  We  also  find  that 
the  Roman  road  from  Uriconium  to  Segontium  crossed 
the  lower  part  of  the  railway  station  at  Four  Crosses 
past  the  Street,  (Llandisilio),  and  Rowton,  and  that  the 
Via  Media  passed  from  Neath,  through  Caersws  and 
Mediolanum,  to  Bangor,  and  thence  to  Deva,  or  Chester, 
— so  that  two  Roman  roads  crossed  somewhere  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood,  which  at  once  shows  that 
this  locality  was  one  of  importance  during  the  Roman  era. 
Battles.  Only  two  battles  fought  within  this  parish 
are  recorded  in  history,  though  it  may  be  supposed 
that,  owing  to  its  position  on  the  borders  of  England 
and  Wales,  many  a  skirmish  must  have  occurred  on 
our  hill-sides  and  in  our  vales.  The  first  we  shall 
notice  is  one  that  took  place  in  the  township  of  Llanerch- 
emrys.  It  is  said  that  Pascen  the  traitor'  succeeded 
in  inducing  the  Saxons  to  attack  the  Welsh,  and  Emrys 
Benaur  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Welsh  army  to 
oppose  the  incursions  of  the  Saxons  by  the  pious  king 
Gwrthefyr.  Emrys  won  many  battles,  and  as  the  town- 
ship probably  derived  its  name  from  him,  it  is  natural 
to  infer  that  the  battle  of  Llanerchemrys  was  one  of 
his  victories.     This  was  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth 

^  Dr.  Jones's  Wales,  p.  25. 

*  There  is  also  near  Oswestry  the  shaft  of  an  old  cross  called 
Croes wylan — ^Wylan's  Cross. 
^  D^ych  y  Prif  Oesoedd,  p.  64. 
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century.^  The  other  battle  recorded  is  one  fought  be- 
tween Meredydd  and  Ithel,  sons  of  Gruffydd  ab  Llew- 
elyn, on  the  one  side,  and  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon  on 
the  other.  This  battle  was  fought  for  the  crown  of 
Gwynedd  and  Powys.  The  sons  of  Gruffydd  ab  Llew- 
elyn were  the  rightful  heirs,  but  Bleddyn  obtained  the 
assistance  of  a  large  host  of  Saxons  in  his  army,  and 
yet  it  was  with  difl&culty  that  he  gained  the  victory. 
We  give  the  account  of  the  battle  in  the  words  of  the 
Chroniclers : — ^ 

"a.d.  1068.  A  dissension  occurred  in  Gwynedd.  Mere- 
dydd and  Ithel,  sons  of  Gruffydd  ab  Llewelyn,  led  an  army 
against  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon  to  regain  Gwynedd,  which  was 
withheld  from  them  by  the  Saxons  through  violence  j  and 
Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon  met  them,  accompanied  by  a  large 
host  of  Saxons,  because  in  Powys  there  dwelt  at  peace  with 
the  Welsh  a  large  number  of  Saxons  who  had  fled  from  the 
intrusion  of  the  Normans ;  on  which  account,  as  the  men  of 
Gwynedd,  with  Meredydd  and  Ithel,  were  not  so  numerous  as 
the  host  of  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon,  nothing  but  courage  sup- 
ported them  against  double  their  number ;  but,  through  deceit 
and  treachery  they  lost  the  field,  and  there  were  slain  on  the 
one  side  Rhiwallon,  and  on  the  other  Ithel  ab  Gruffydd ;  and 
Meredydd  was  put  to  flight,  and  so  hard  pursued  by  Bleddyn, 
that  he  took  refuge  in  the  wildest  mountains  in  Wales,  where 
he  died  of  hunger  and  cold.  After  which,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Saxons,  Bleddyn  ab  Cynfin  remained  the  only 
king  of  North  Wales  and  Powys,  and  Meredydd  ab  Owain  ab 
Edwin,  by  aid  of  the  Saxons,  became  prince  of  South  Wales." 
— See  Brut  y  Tymysogion,  supplement  to  Arch,  Camh,^  pp.  69, 
61. 

It  is  said  that  the  above  battle  was  fought  at  Wyddv- 
goedy  and  the  memory  of  it  is  handed  down  to  the 
present  day  in  the  names  given  to  adjoining  places.  It 
may  be  supposed,  from  such  names,  as  well  as  from  the 

^  On  the  bank  just  above,  and  on  the  west  end  of  the  Four- 
crosses  farm-house,  there  was  an  old  Druidic  circle,  where  it  is 
said  the  king  offered  up  sacrifice  ere  he  went  to  battle.  The  prin- 
cipal stone  was  rolled  down  the  declivity  and  into  the  old  house  bj 
some  mischievous  individuals. 

*  Hanes  y  Gymry,  by  Carnhuanawc,  p.  444.  Rev.  O.  Jones*s 
ditto,  p.  159. 
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above  account,  that  the  pursuit  was  very  hard,  and 
that  the  crying  of  the  pursued  was  very  loud  as  they 
were  sorely  pressed  in  the  woods.  One  place  is  called 
Wyddigoed=W Sieddigoed,  Gwaeddynycoed,  (the  shout 
in  the  wood),  or  Waeddgoedd,  (the  public  shouting) ; 
another,  Gwern  y  ciliaw,  (the  retreat) ;  others,  Gaer- 
fanrr,  (the  large  stronghold) ;  Penygaer,  (the  head  of 
the  stronghold) ;  Cae  Coethas,  (the  field  of  enslaving), 
etc.,  etc. 


Chap.  IV. — Ecclesiastical  Establishment. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Ffraid.  How  this  saint, 
— she  being  an  Irish  lady, — attained  such  renown 
among  the  Welsh  is  somewhat  of  a  mystery ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  great  respect  was  paid  to  her  memory,  not 
by  the  Welsh  alone,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  where  churches  are  to  be  found  dedicated  to 
her.  She  is  also  called  St.  Bride  and  St.  Bridget.  In 
Wales  no  less  than  fifteen  churches  are  dedicated  to 
her.^  St.  Ffraid  was  a  celebrated  nun,  daughter  of 
Cadwrthai  of  Ireland.*  She  was  bom  at  Ulster  soon 
after  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  and  received 
the  religious  veil  in  early  youth  from  St.  Mel,  the  ne- 
phew and  disciple  of  St.  Patrick.  St.  Bride  formed 
for  herself  a  cell  under  an  oak,  thence  called  Killdara, 
the  cell  of  the  oak,  and  subsequently  being  joined  by 
others  of  her  sex,  formed  a  religious  community,  from 
which  several  other  nunneries  in  Ireland  derived  their 
origin.  She  was  regarded  as  the  patroness  of  that 
country,  and  is  supposed  to  have  lived  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixth  century,  being  first  named  in  the  Martyr- 
ology  of  Bede.     She  was  held  in  much  veneration  in 

1  Hanes  Crefydd  yn  Nghymru,  p.  204. 

^  Bees'  WeUh  Saints,  p.  189,  where  it  is  also  said,  some  MSS. 
state  that  she  was  of  Scottish  parentage. 
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Scotland,  and  one  of  the  Hebrides,  near  to  Islay,  was 
called,  from  a  famous  monastery  built  there  to  her  nonor, 
Brigidiani.  Her  relics  are  still  preserved  by  the  Jesuits 
at  Lisbon.^  Tradition  also  states  that  she  possessed  mi- 
raculous gifts,  and  some  of  the  miracles  wrought  by 
her  are  enumerated,  namely,  that  her  father  was  opposed 
to  her,  and  as  this  feeling  increased,  that  rather  than 
give  up  her  Christianity,  she  left  her  home  and  floated 
on  a  sod  of  earth  till  she  came  to  the  Dovey  river  in 
North  Wales,  and  that  she  there  caused  the  rushes  to 
be  turned  into  trout^  for  the  sustenance  of  herself  and 
her  maidens.  It  was  also  common  for  persons  in  trouble 
to  call  upon  St.  Ffraid,  in  the  belief  that  she  had  power 
to  prevent  any  accidents  or  mischances  happening  to 
families.  Magicians  also  used  to  invoke  her  aid.  Sir 
Walter  Scott  chronicles  an  incantation  used  in  times  of 
yore,  St.  Ffraid  being  one  of  the  saints  named  : — 

"  St.  Bride  and  her  brat, 
St.  Colme  and  his  cat, 
St.  Michael,  and  his  spear. 
Keep  this  house  frae  reif  and  wear."* 

And  there  are  many  other  similar  legends  on  record 
concerning  her.  As  to  her  miracles  and  her  fame,  lor- 
werth  Fynglwyd,  one  of  the  bards  of  Dyfed,  who 
flourished  about  the  year  1460,*  sang  as  follows  : — 

"  Y  lleian  hardd  y w  linn  hon, 
Lle^r  urddwyd  oil  y  Werddon  ; 
Y  dydd  y  ceisiodd  dy  dad 
Wr  da  it  'i  roi  atad. 
Un  o'th  lygaid  a  neidiawdd 
O'th  ben,  hyn  a'th  boenai  ^n  hawdd ; 
A  thranoeth  aeth  yr  wyneb 
on  yn  iach,  ni  bu  well  neb. 
Da  y  nofiaist  hyd  yn  Nyfi, 
Dull  Daw  ar  dy  fantell  di ; 

^  Archceological  Journal^  iii,  224. 

^  This  fish  is  still  knov^n  in  some  parts  of  Wales  as  Brwyn  hyscy 
I.  e.,  rush  fish. 

*  Guy  Mannering,  p.  11.  *  Drych  y  Prif  Oesoedd^  p.  177. 
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Ar  lif  y  daethost  i'r  Ian 
Sain  ffrwd  loew  San^  Pfred  leian  ; 
Ni  cheisiaist  lestri  echwyn 
Dros  f8r  o^th  oror  i'th  ddwyn, 
Ond  dy  arch  oedd  dywarchen 
Urddo  'r  rhos  o'r  ddaear  hen, 
A'th  forwynion,  iaith  freiniol, 
Llawn  dawn  yn  lliwio  'n  d'ol, 
Gwnaefchost  o'r  brwyn  yng  Ngwynedd 
Bysgod  glan  basg  gyda  gwledd 
Byw  'n  iachdeg  buan  i'ch  dwrn 
Byw  'n  esgud,  heb  un  asgwm. 
Llawer  a  wnaeth  Duw  erod 
Lie  by^ch  och  I  am  allu  bod  ; 
A'th  wyl  osodes  lesu 
Noswyl  Fair  uwch  na  Sul  fu/^ 

The  above  has  been  translated  as  follows  -} — 

"  How  fine  is  the  form  of  the  beautiful  Nun, 
So  honoured  in  Erin,  fairest  isle  'neath  the  Sun  ! 
When  thy  father  essayed  to  betrothe  thee,  young  maid. 
Thine  eye,  in  astonishment,  leaped  from  thy  head ; 
The  pain  which  it  gave  thee  was  surely  intense. 
And  wrapped  in  its  folds  every  tremulous  sense. 
On  the  morrow  when  Sol  rose  on  mountain  and  field, 
Thine  orb  was  restored,  and  thy  countenance  healed. 
From  the  shores  of  Hibernia  to  Dyfi's  famed  stream. 
Though  the  distance  was  great,  thou  did'st  easily  swim. 
With  the  image  of  God  on  thy  raiment  impressed. 
Thou  disdt  ride  on  the  flood,  as  if  taking  thy  rest. 
No  ship,  in  full  sail,  took  thee  hence  from  this  strand. 
Across  the  wide  ocean  to  Cambrians  land. 
Thine  ark,  holy  nun,  was  no  more  than  a  clod. 
With  which  you  did  hallow  the  soil  that  you  trod. 
Thy  maidens,  most  lovely,  and  free  from  all  stain, 
Did  follow,  undaunted  and  true,  in  thy  train  : 
As  a  band  of  fair  sisters,  united  in  love. 
Like  a  fleet  o'er  the  waves  did  they  gracefully  move. 
When  thy  friends  were  ahunger'd  thy  power  was  displayed. 
And  of  rushes  a  feast  (turned  to  fishes)  was  made. 
Thou  didst  live  in  full  glee,  for  thy  heart  was  at  rest. 
And  sorrow  and  anguish  had  fled  from  thy  breast : 
No  care  on  thy  brow, — ^no  regret  on  thy  mind. 
Amid  deserts  and  mountains  sweet  peace  dost  thou  find. 

1  Evans's  View  of  the  PrimUive  Ages^  Pryse's  edit.,  p.  222. 
VOL.  IV.  H 
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Tho  favour  of  God  upon  thee  was  bestowed, 

And  much  to  thy  virtue  have  Christians  since  owed. 

A  feast  to  thy  memory  (long  may  it  live  !) 

Was  appointed  by  Jesus,  thy  name  to  revive ; 

And  those  whom  He  loves  have  observed  it  tiD  now. 

And  on  its  return  to  His  majesty  bow. 

With  a  reverence  superior  to  that  they  display, 

On  tho  advent  each  week  of  his  own  Sabbath  day/' 

St.  Ffraid's  festival  was  held  in  this  parish  on  the  third 
Sunday  before  Lent,  according  to  Sion  Bhydderch's 
Almanac,  and  the  whole  week  was  wont  to  be  kept  as 
a  holiday  for  feasting  and  the  playing  of  all  kinds  of 
rustic  games.  The  wakes  were  held  on  the  Sunday 
next  preceding  the  12th  of  February,  and  it  was  some 
times  a  subject  of  great  contention  whether  the  wakes 
should  be  kept  on  the  12th  if  that  day  were  Sunday, 
some  averring  that  the  Sunday  preceding  should  be  the 
Saint  8-day.  The  poor  went  about  from  house  to  house 
to  gather  "  wake's  meat,"  (bwyd  gwyhnabsant),  as  it 
was  termed  during  the  wake  s  week. 

The  Cliurch  stands  on  a  piece  of  ground  above  the 
village,  from  which  a  fine  view  may  be  had  of  the  vale 
below.  Our  ancestors  delighted  in  building  their  tem- 
ples on  slightly  elevated  ground,  that  they  might  wor- 
ship their  God  according  to  the  fashion  of  their  fore- 
fathers, the  Druids,  "  in  the  face  of  the  sun  and  the 
eye  of  light,"  and  this  feeling  was  so  strong  in  them 
that  they  had  determined,  (so  tradition  relates),  to 
build  their  temple  on  the  Foel,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  hiU  next  facing  the  village ;  but  neither  peace 
nor  prosperity  attend^  the  work,  for  all  done  during 
the  day  was  removed  in  the  night  to  the  spot  where 
the  church  now  stands  ;  therefore  the  church  was  built 
on  its  present  site,  because  it  was  believed  to  be  ^Ae 
spot  where  God  desired  to  be  worshipped.  Formerly 
the  rejected  site  on  the  Foel  was  distinguished  by  a 
yew  tree  which  grew  there.  This  yew  tree  was  acci- 
dentally burnt  at  the  roasting  of  a  kid  on  celebrating 
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the  jubilee  of  George  the  Third's  accession,  and  it  is 
wortii  mentioning  that  the  kid  was  taken  out  of  a 
herd  of  goats  that  were  depasturing  on  the  side  of  the 
Ffridd.  We  give  an  engraving  of  the  present  elevation 
of  the  church,  and  another  of  its  groimd-plan.  It 
consists  of  a  nave,  which  has  evidently  been  length- 
ened, and  a  transept,  on  the  north  side,  of  compara- 
tively recent  erection.  From  a  break  in  the  north  wall, 
and  the  jointing  exposed  on  the  south  wall,  about  sixty 
feet  from  the  east  wall,  we  should  judge  that  the  ori- 
ginal structure  of  the  church  there  terminated.  The 
east  window  in  the  chancel  is  an  obtuse  pointed  arch 
window  of  three  lights.  On  either  side  of  the  chancel 
are  narrow  single-light  windows,  ogee  shaped,  with  a 
square  head.  In  the  south  wall,  to  the  west  of  the 
present  pulpit,  is  another  small  and  narrow  pointed 
arch  window.  In  the  souiJi  wall  there  is  a  blocked-up 
doorway,  being  an  obtuse  angle-pointed  arch,  corre- 
sponding with  the  east  windows ;  and  in  the  south  wall  of 
tne  chancel  is  an  ancient  piscina,  in  good  preservation.  It 
is  within  a  recess  of  half  a  pointed  arch  (see  engraving), 
and  some  traces  are  to  be  seen,  which  indicate  that 
within  the  recess,  (which,  when  complete,  was  a  perfect 
arch),  there  existed  another  basin,  forming  a  double 
piscina,  which  is  rare.  The  three  windows,  and  the 
doorway  above  described,  are  late  Early  English,  or  of 
the  period  of  the  transition  of  that  style  to  the  Deco- 
rated, and  indicate  that  the  ancient  part  of  the  church 
was  built  in  the  latter  end  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
It  was  of  the  type  common  throughout  Wales,  "  a 
single  nave,  and  unbroken  roof  line,  with  the  chancel 
divided  from  the  nave  by  an  oaken  rood-loft,  and 
screen."  Although  there  is  no  remnant  of  the  latter 
now  left,  it  is  certain  they  existed  up  to  the  year  1 727, 
when  they  were  ordered  to  be  removed,  and  the  addition 
of  the  north  transept  was  made. 

We  cannot  readily  trace  any  change  having  been 
made  until  the  seventeenth  century,  when  extensive 
alterations   took  place ;    the  church  was  lengthened 
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some  forty  feet,  giving  considerably  more  accommoda- 
tion, at  the  expense  of  its  symmetry ;  the  tower,  a 
plain  wooden  structure,  with  a  spire  of  goodly  eleva- 
tion, and  the  porch,  thirteen  feet  long,  were  added 
This  change  was  effected  during  the  years  1618  to 
1619;  when,  probably,  the  original  doorway  was  blocked 
up,  and  the  two  large  and  two  small  windows  vsrere  in- 
serted in  the  south  wall — some  probably  in  old  piercings. 
One  of  them  bears  the  date  1619.  Over  the  porch  there 
is  a  dormer  window  of  a  type  peculiar  to  churches  of  this 
district.  In  the  neighbouring  church  of  Guilsfield  there 
are  seven  similar  dormer  windows  in  the  south  side. 
The  old  bells  in  the  tower  bore  the  date  1618  and 
1619 — the  same  date  is  on  some  beams  in  the  tower, 
and  the  parish  registers  mention  that,  in  1619,  boards 
or  shingles  were  used  as  the  materials  for  roofing  the 
church  steeple.  These  clearly  point  to  the  period  of 
this  alteration. 

In  1727  the  north  transept  was  added  with  a  gal- 
lery, and  the  rood  loft  and  screen  were  removed.  The 
allotment  of  the  seats  thus  acquired  caused  some  dis- 
sensions amongst  the  parishionera  and  landed  propri- 
etors, as  will  appear  in  the  vestry  minutes  subsequently 
set  out.  This  alteration  was  effected  by  pubUc  sub- 
scription, and  a  legacy  of  forty  pounds  left  by  Charles 
Edwards  for  that  purpose. 

Over  the  window  next  to  the  porch  there  ia  a  Latin 
inscription,  which  reads  thus  : — 

LVCB   MEO  :    8VMPTV   PEVITVB :    DOMVS    ILLA   S«D   ILLB 
QVI   EST   DOMINVS:    DOMINI    DET   MIHI   LVCB   FEVI.^ 

And  underneath  the  donor  has  placed  his  name  and 
the  date,  as  follows  : — 

^  "  This  house  enjoys  light  at  my  expense,  but  may  he,  who  is  the 
Lord  of  the  lord  (of  this  house)  grant  that  I  may  enjoy  h'gbt ;"  or, 
as  it  has  been  poetically  rendered  by  a  friend  : — 
"  As  of  my  bounty  to  this  temple  I  its  light  have  given. 

May  He  who  is  the  Lord  of  Lords   give  me  true  light  from 
Heaven."— J.  R. 
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lOHN   EDWARDES.      ANNO   DOMINI:    1619. 

The  bells  are  worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious, 
and  although  the  old  plaintive  melodious  three-toned 
chime  is  lost  since  the  two  were  refounded,  yet  the 
beUs  are  good  copies  of  the  old  ones,  discordant  though 
their  chimes  may  be.  On  the  one  known  as  the 
"  minute  beU," — ^the  parson's  bell,  (cloch  y  person,) — the 
following  inscription  is  beautifully  embossed — 

IHBSUS   BE   OVRE    6PEDE.       1618. 

This  beU  was  rent  during  the  rejoicings  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  marriage  of  the  Princess  Royal,  January 
25th,  1858,  and  was  recast  in  1861.  The  second  bell 
had,  in  letters  equally  ornamental  (shewing  that  they 
were  the  work  of  the  same  bellfounder),  the  following 
motto — 

OOD   SAVE    HIS  CHVRCH.       1618. 

This  bell,  also,  during  the  rejoicings  of  March  10th, 
1863,  gave  out  its  last  beautiful  mellow  note  in  honour 
of  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  These  two 
bells  were  beautiful  specimens  of  bellfounding,  but 
who  the  bellfounder  was  there  are  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining. 

The  third  bell  is  locally  known  as  the  gloch  fawVy 
the  big  beU,  and  has  as  its  mottx) — 

PEACE   AND   OOOD   NEIGHBOURHOOD.       1718. 

This  was  the  bell  which  tradition  asserted  {vide  supra) 
was  intended  for  Llanfechain. 

The  initial  letters,  A.  R.,  indicate  that  it  was 
founded  by  Abraham  Rudall,  or  Reedle,  of  York,  the 
greatest  bellfounder  of  his  day.  In  that  century  not 
less  than  3594  beUs  were  turned  out  of  this  foimdry. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  upon  mural  monu- 
ments or  floor  stones  in  the  church.  : — 

In  Memory  of  the  Reverend  Evan  Loyd,  A.M.,  late  Vicar  of  this 
Parish,  who  died  March  the  27th  1754,  aged  68. 
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Beneath  lieth  the  Body  of  Ann,  Wifo  of  tlie  Rev.  Griffith  Evans, 
Vicar  of  this  Parish,  who  died  Jane  the  3rd  17G0,  aged  42. 

Also  the  Body  of  Prudence,  Daughter  of  the  above,  who  died 
June  the  19th  1763,  aged  9. 

Likewise  the  Body  of  the  Rev.  Griffith  Evans,  late  Vicar  of  this 
Parish,  who  died  April  the  7th  17G8,  aged  57. 

To  the  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Leach,  late  Vicar  of  this 
Place,  who  died  June  the  13th  1805,  aged  45. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  John  Bill,  late  of  Keelyrhew,  in  this 
Parish,  who  departed  this  Life  the  1st  day  of  Sepr  1793,  aged  82 
years. 

Also  of  Ann  Bill,  his  Widow,  who  departed  this  Life  the  1st  day 
of  March  1797,  aged  69  years. 

This  Monument  was  erected  as  a  Tribute  of  filial  Bevcrence,  Affection, 
and  Gratitude,  to  the  most  tender  and  indulgent  Parents  by  their  Daughters 
Ann  and  Hannah. 

This  token  of  affectionate  remembrance  is  erected  to  the  Memory 
of  Ann  Guest,  by  Anne,  the  third  and  eldest  danghter  by  his  second 
wife  of  the  late  John  Bill,  of  Keelyrhew,  in  this  Parish.  She  do- 
parted  from  this  world  March  the  4th  1798,  aged  83. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Hannah,  Wife  of  the  Eev.  W. 
Worthington,  youngest  Daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Bill,  late  of 
Keelyrhew,  who  lies  entombed  in  this  Churchyard.  She  died  June 
the  28th  1800,  aged  30. 

Her  Husband  has  erected  this  Monument  as  the  last  small  token  of 
Affectionate  Gratitude. 


To  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  HaoHES,  youngest  Danghter  of 
Richard  Hughes,  Esq.,  of  Cefnllyfnog,  in  this  Parish,  who  departed 
this  life  May  the  10th  1811,  in  the  76th  year  of  her  age. 

This  Monument  was  erected  by  her  Niece,  Anne,  Wife  of  the  Rev.  Morgan 
Pryce,  as  a  token  of  Affection  and  Gratitude. 

To  the  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Pryce,  of  Cefnllyfnog,  in  this 
Parish,  A.B.,  who  died  the  17th  day  of  Jany  1820,  in  the  60th  year  of 
his  ago,  and  lies  entombed  in  this  Church  Yard.  He  was  presented 
to  the  Living  of  Llangedwin  by  the  present  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne, 
Bar^,  in  the  year  1802.  As  a  Husband  and  Parent,  he  was  Tender 
and  Aflfectionate ;  as  a  Magistrate,  Merciful ;  as  a  Master,  kind ; 
and  as  a  &iend,  sincere. 

Also  of  Ann,  His  Widow,  who  died  the  Ist  of  September  1829,  in 
the  63rd  year  of  her  ago. 
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Hie  infra  Dcpositns  Johe's  Lloyd, 
De  Fynnant,  Gen.  a.xz^die  July, 
Anno  D*ni  mdcczi, 
Emigravit  zvij  die  ejnsdem  Mensis, 
Anno  ^tatis  Sum  zliijo. 

Underneath  lieth  the  Body  of  William  Lloyd,  of  Fynnant,  Bsq^«, 
\n  this  Parish,  who  died  the  1st  day  of  Sep*"  17o9,  aged  70. 

Also  the  Body  of  Mrs,  Mary  Lloyd,  B^lfct  of  the  said  Willum 
Lloyd.     Buried  June  the  20th  1 741,  aged  77. 

Likewise  the  Body  of  John  Jonbs,  of  Fynnant,  Esq'®,  died  the  4th 
of  October  1763,  aged  09  years. 

Also  the  Body  of  Mary  Jones,  Relict  of  the  said  John  Jones,  who 
died  March  the  18th  1789,  aged  84. 

LoYD  Jones,  Esq™,  of  Fynnant,  died  15th  of  Feb?  1801,  aged  64. 

Maqdalene,  his  Wife,  died  August  26th  1795,  aged  52. 

Here  lieth 
John  Jones,  Esq",  of  Finnant,  in  this  Parish,  youngest  Son  of 
John  Jones,  Esq'*,  of  the  same  place,  and  Sarah,  his  Wife,  which 
John  deceased  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
mddoccxvi,  aged  78. 

And  his  said  Wife  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  mddcccxxv,  aged  83. 


Near  this  place  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Edward  Willums,  of 
Ty-isaff,  gentleman,  who  died  March  17th  1788,  aged  39  years. 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of  William  Tannat,  of  the  Oelli,  in  this 
Parish,  who  departed  this  life  May  27th  1775,  aged  56  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Margaret  Tannat,  Eelict  of  Willum 
Tannat,  of  Gelli,  in  this  Parish,  who  died  December  the  25th  1812, 
aged  82  years. 

This  tablet  was  erected  by  the  Parishioners  in  memory  of  John 
Lloyd,  who  was  for  44  years  Clerk  of  this  Parish.  He  died  much 
respected  Dec^  19th  1881,  aged  84  years. 

Underneath  lieth  the  body  of  Francis  Dorset,  of  Glascoed,  who 
departed  this  life  April  the  30th  1773,  aged  65. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Sarah  Davibs,  Wife  of  John  Davibs, 
Esq",  of  Trewylan,  in  this  Parish.  She  died  Febx  16th  1789, 
aged  54. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  the  aforesaid  John  Davibs,  Esq^».  He  was 
an  acting  Magistrate  for  <Jie  County  of  Montgomery,  and  Clerk  to 
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the  General  Meeting  of  Lieatenancj ;  in  both  sitnationa  he  con- 
dncted  himself  with  credit  and  integrity.  He  died  Jane  28th  1800, 
aged  Q>7. 

His  affectionate  Son,  the  Bev.  Thomas  John  Davies,  of  Trewylan,  haa 
erected  this  Monament  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  the  best  of  FlEffents. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Margaret,  the  beloved  Wife  of  the  Bev. 
Thomas  John  Davies,  of  Trewylan  Hall,  in  this  Parish,  and  Daughter 
of  the  late  Bev.  Mathew  Worthington,  of  Deytheur,  in  the  same 
Parish.  She  departed  this  life  on  the  19th  day  of  March  1827, 
aged  53  years. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  the  above-mentioned  Bev.  Thomas  John 
Davies,  who  departed  this  life  the  20th  Feb7  1833.  He  married 
secondly,  in  1829,  his  cousin  Elizabeth  Wynne,  by  whom  he  was 
sincerely  beloved  and  regretted. 

Nigh  this  place  lie  intered  one  Son  and  three  Daughters  of 
Thom"  and  Mary  Atkis,  of  this  Parish,  who,  as  the  last  act  of 
Parental  affection,  have  caused  this  Tablet  to  be  inscribed  to 
their  Memories,  Nov  24th  1756. 

Likewise  the  said  Thomas  Atkis,  interred  Ocf  29th  1768,  aged 
69  (a  wooden  tablet). 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of  Alice  Atkins,  died  May  the  3rd  1759, 
aged  78  years  (floor  stone). 

Underneath  lie  interred  the  Body  of  John  the  Son  of  Edward  and 
Mart  Edmunds,  Gent.,  of  Plas-Onn,  in  this  Parish,  who  departed 
this  life  the  11th  day  of  March  1796,  aged  12  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Edmunds,  Wife  of  Edward 
Edmunds,  Esq',  of  Plas-Onn,  in  the  Parish  of  Llausaintffraid,  in  this 
County,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  11th  day  of  Jany  1830,  aged 
72  years.     Much  beloved  and  regretted  by  her  relatives  and  friends. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  Miss  Jane  Edmunds,  youngest  Daughter  of 
Edward  Edmunds,  Esq*-*,  and  of  the  above  Mary,  his  Wife,  who  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  10th  day  of  May  1831,  aged  39  years.  She 
was  an  amiable  and  dutiful  Daughter,  an  affectionate  Sister,  and  a 
Sincere  Friend. 

Likewise  to  the  Memory  of  the  above  named  Edward  Edmunds, 
Esquire,  who  departed  this  Life  on  the  11th  day  of  May  1842,  aged 
89  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Robert  Perrot,  late  Lieutenant  in  the 
4th  or  King's  own  regiment,  who  died  at  Bronhyddon  June  the  27th 
1843,  in  the  G8th  year  of  his  age. 

This  Monument  is  erected  as  a  token  of  affection  by  his  Widow,  Mairdalcne 
Perrot.  ^ 
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A  stained  glass  vjindow 
"  To  the  Glory  of  Qt>d,  and  to  the  Memory  of  Magdalene  Pbrrot, 
of  Bronhyddon,  who  died  December  the  8th  1860,  aged  72. 
An  offering  from  her  Children. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  John  Dickin,  Esq  re,  late  of  Welchpool, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  22nd  day  of  December  1784,  aged  50 
years. 

Also,  of  Elizabeth,  his  Wife,  who  died  on  the  22nd  day  of 
January  1816,  aged  83  years— Both  of  whose  mortal  remains  lie 
interred  beneath. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  Thomas  Lloyd  Dickin,  Esquire,  Son  of 
the  above,  who  died  on  the  12th  day  of  February  1865,  aged  78, 
and  who  lies  interred  in  the  Burial-ground  by  the  south  wall  of  this 
Church. 

This  Monament  was  erected  by  Sarah,  the  affectionate  Daughter  and 
Sister  of  the  above. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Sarah  Dickin,  of  Welchpool,  Daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Dickin,  who  departed  this  life  November 
26th  1857,  aged  85  years.  Her  Mortal  Remains  are  interred  in  the 
Burial-ground  by  the  south  wall  of  this  Church. 

This  Monument  is  erected  as  a  tribute  of  Affectionate  Gratitude  by  J.  and 
M.  A.  B.  Williames  and  their  Son  Lumley. 


In  Memory  of  Eleanor,  Daughter  of  Henry  Parry,  of  Welchpool, 
Gentleman,  and  Eleanob,  his  Wife.  She  departed  this  life  June 
the  6th  1800,  aged  18  years. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Ellenor  Parry,  Wife  of  Henry  Parry, 
late  of  Poole,  and  daughter  of  Lumley  Williams,  late  of  this  Parish, 
Gentleman,  Deceased,  who  departed  this  life  the  17th  day  of  March 
1770,  aged  39  years. 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of  Bees  Williams,  under  this  close  to  the 
walle.  Who  departed  this  life  December  the  27th  day,  Ano  domini 
1713. 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of  Mathew  Williams,  under  this  close  to  the 
wall,  who  departed  this  life  September  the  29th  day,  A'domini 
1712  (floor  of  the  porch). 

R.  K.  1729. 

The  living  consists  of  a  sinecure  rectory,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  a  vicarage 
in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  in  whose  diocese 
it  is. 

In  Pope  Nicholas's  Taxation,  in  1291,nhifl  parish 
was  valued,  the  rectory  at  £8,  and  the  vicarage  at  £4, 

1  Montgomeryshire  Colleciions,  v.  ii,  p.  88. 
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and  is  placed  in  the  Deanery  of  "Methyn/'  In  the 
index  to  "Llyfr  Coch  Asaph/  there  is  mention  made 
in  1306  of  "Convencio  inter  comportionarium  de  Llan- 
saintflBraid  in  Mechen  et  comporcionarium  de  Castell 
super  firma  de  Llansaintffiraid  predicta,"  from  which  it 
may  be  inferred  that  Llansaintffiraid  was  in  1306  held 
*'in  comportions,"  although  in  1291  it  was  not  men- 
tioned to  be  so  held  ;  nor  was  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  The  Valor  JScclesiasticus^  of  that  King  places 
this  parish  in  the  Deanery  of  **Pola  et  Carynyon,"  and 
gives  the  value  of  the  rectory,  jS12  :  5  :  6,  as  follows  : — 


Tithes  of  corn  and  hay 

„  lambs  and  wool 

Oblations 
Small  tythes     . 
Glebe  land 


Thence  in  reprisals,  vi^.  : — 

Lactnals  to  the  Bishop    . 
Yearly  procurations 

,,  ,,      at  Visitations 


0  6 
0  10 
0     2 


£   s.  d. 

9     0  0 

I     8  0 

1     1  3 

6  3 

10  0 

12     5  6 


0 
0 
0—  0  18    0 


Clear  yearly  value 


II     7    6 


The  value  of  the  vicarage  it  gives,  as  then  ascertained 
by  the  examination  of  Commissioners,  at  £6,  from  which 
the  deductions  were  : — 

Lactuals  to  the  Bishop      .         .         .         .020 

Procurations  at  Visitations        .         .         .008 

Leaving  the  clear  yearly  value  at     5  17     4 

In  the  modem  ecclesiastical  divisions,  the  parish  is 
placed  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Montgomery,  and  in  the 
rural  deanery  of  Welshpool. 

The  tithes  were  commuted  at  about  £809  :  15  :  0,  of 
which  £570  belonged  to  the  rector,  as  well  as  22^  acres 

1  Arch,  Camh,,  3  ser.,  vol.  xiv  (1868),  329. 
*  Montgomeryshire  Collections ^  vol.  ii,  p.  97. 
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of  glebe  land  ;  and  £215  to  the  vicar,  as  well  as  about 
llj  acres  of  glebe,  with  a  comfortable  house  for  a 
residence. 

"  The  Clerk's  sheaf"  was  omitted  when  the  parochial 
tithes  were  valued,  and  it  was  with  considerable  diflB- 
culty  that  the  authorities  were  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
knowledge the  clerk's  claim.  But  on  the  application  of 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  M.  Hughes,  the  present  vicar,  an  annual 
pavment  of  £12  was  granted  to  the  Clerk  in  lieu  of 
this  fruitful  sheaf.  £24  :  15  :  0  of  the  tithes  payable 
from  the  farms  of  Pont  y  pentre  and  Cilrhiw  belonged 
formerly  to  Sir  J.  R.  Kynaston,  and  now  to  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  E.  Kynaston,  as  impropriators. 

A  portion  of  this  parish  in  the  Hundred  of  Deuddwr 
was  added  to  the  chapelry  of  Penrhos  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  "  New  Chapel,"  as  it  is  called,  being  built 
at  that  time  on  a  plot  of  groimd  where  the  several 
parishes  of  Guilsfield,  Meifod,  Llandisilio,  and  Llan- 
santffiraid  met  at  a  point. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  rectors*  of  LlansantflTraid-yn- 
Mechain : —  ^hen 

ooUated. 

Humphrey  Ghesnal,  rector  of  Llangwm  sine  cure,  out  of 

whjcli  he  was  ejected  1537,  collated  by  Bishop  Warton  1537 
J.  Fayrewell         ......  1537 

Thomas  Galle,  B.D.  .....  1538 

Hugh  Vychan  or  Vaughan,  by  Goldwell  .  .1556 

Bishop  S>.  Davies,  in  Uommendam  .  .  .  1559 

He  hold  it  afber  his  translation  to  St.  David's,  1561. 
Griffith  Johns,  by  T.  Davies         .  .  .  .1564 

Thomas  Banks,  Doan  of  St.  Asaph,  by  Hughos.  .  1585 

David  Powell,  D.D.  .  .  .  .  .  1588 

Robert  Thelwall  [reinstated  on  the  King's  presentation, 
1612,  parish  register]    .....  1599 

Gabriel  Powell,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  forty-third 
year  of  her  reign  [took  out  the  broad  seal  as  in  gift  of 
the   Crown,   by  lapse    on   ThelwalPs    death,   parish 
register]  ......  1601 

He  was  son  of  David  Powell,  D.D.,  vicar  of  Rhiwabon, 
called  the  learned  writer  of  Jesus  College,  Oxford.     In  1592, 

1  Willis's  Survey  of  St,  Amph,  by  Edwards,  vol.  i,  p.  352. 
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took  an  A.B.  degree,  and  retired  to  the  country  for  a  time, 
and  became  third  master  of  Ruthin  School,  from  its  first  foun- 
dation by  Gabriel  Goodman,  Dean  of  Westminster,  1595,  Grif- 
fith haying  been  the  first,  and  Parry  the  second.  While  he 
remained  in  the  country,  he  laid  a  foundation  for  several  books 
he  intended  to  publish,  but  not  being  able  to  complete  his  en- 
deavours in  the  country,  he  entered  as  commoner  at  Sfc.  Mary's 
Hall,  Oxford,  published  several  works,  and  supplicated  to  be 
B.D.  He  was  esteemed  a  prodigy  of  learning  in  his  time, 
being  but  a  little  above  thirty  when  he  died. 

Gabriel  Parry,  B.D.,  rector  of  Llandeglaf  1608,  Lysfaen, 
vicar  of  Denbigh  and  Abergele  1613,  and  rector  of 
the  second  portion  of  Llansannan  1616,  by  Parry         ,  1617 

He  became  precentor  of  Bangor,  Jan.  4,  16»32,  and  rector  of 
Llan-gynhafal,  1616,  in  Bangor  diocese. 

William  Nicholson,  by  Griflath     ....  1663 

He  was  bom  at  Stratford,  in  Suffolk,  1591 ;  educated  at 
Magdalen  School,  Oxfori ;  became  chaplain  to  Henry,  Earl 
of  Northumberland,  then  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  tutor 
to  his  son,  Lord  Percy.  Being  a  good  grammarian,  he  was 
made  master  of  the  Free  School  at  Croydon,  in  Surrey,  1616. 
In  1629,  retiring  into  South  Wales  to  his  rectory  of  Llandilo 
Vawr  in  Caermarthenshire,  was  soon  after  residentiary  of  St. 
David  and  archdeacon  of  Brecknock.  In  1643  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  but  never  sat  amongst  them ; 
and  soon  after,  losing  his  spiritualities,  he  taught  a  private 
school  in  Caermarthen,  and  wrote  in  Latin  A  Befeiice  of  the 
Church  of  England,  After  the  king's  restoration  he  suc- 
ceeded, by  means  of  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  in  January, 
1667,  to  the  Bishopric  of  Gloucester,  after  it  had  lain  vacant 
several  years  by  the  death  of  Bishop  Godfrey  Goodman.  He 
kept  in  commendam  with  it,  the  archdeaconry  of  Brecknock 
and  the  rectory  of  Bishop's  Cleeve  in  Gloucestershire.  He 
was  a  learned  divine,  and  published  An  Exposition  of  the 
Church  Catechism,  An  Apology  for  the  Discipline  of  the  Ancient 
Church,  An  Exposition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  and  An  Analysis 
of  the  Psalms,     He  died  at  Gloucester,  1671. 

Nicholas  Stratford,  D.D.,  by  Barrow       .  .  .1671 

He  was  a  noted  preacher,  and  married  into  the  family  of 
Dr.  Dolben,  Bishop  of  Rochester  ;  and,  amongst  other  prefer- 
ments, became  Dean  of  St.  Asaph  in  1673.  On  the  15th 
September,  1689,  he  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Chester.  He 
published  three  sermons,  and  several  other  works.^ 

Griflath  Lloyd,  B.D.,  by  Jones     .  .  .  .  *  1 694 

^  Willis's  Survey  of  St,  Asaph,  vol.  i,  p.  175. 
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Daniel  Price         ......  1697 

He^  was  elected  dean  of  St.  Asaph  in  1696.  He  was  a  rela- 
tion of  Bishop  Jones,  and  held  this  living  for  the  bishop's 
son,  who  was  then  at  College ;  but  it  being  proved  he  was 
guilty  of  simony  in  obtaining  it,  a  Mr.  Edwards,  a  clergyman 
in  the  diocese,  well  knowing  how  matters  stood  relating  to  it, 
took  out  the  king*s  presentation,  and  brought  his  ejectment 
to  recover  possession  of  it,  and  at  a  trial  at  the  Great  Sessions 
at  Montgomery,  before  Sir  Joseph  Jekyl  and  Sir  Salathiel 
Lovel,  Knights ;  and  at  Salop,  before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Baron 
Ward,  obtained  a  verdict  in  his  favour  {Proceedings  against 
Bishop  Jones,  pp.  23,  62).  He  died  Nov.  7,  1706,  and  was 
buried  at  the  east  end  of  St.  Asaph  cathedral  church  in  the 
cemetery.^ 

John  Edwards,  ejected  Dean  Price  for  simony,  —  Rawson  1 702 

Robert  Wynne,  D.D.,  Vicar  of  Gresford  and  Prebendary 
of  Llanfair,  by  Wynne  .  .  .  .1719 

William  Wake,  D.D.,  a  descendant  of  Archbishop  Wake. 
This  was  an  option  of  his  grace  upon  Dr.  Tanner's 
consecration,  by  Lisle  ....  1743 

Gilbert  Bouchery,  A.M.,  Rector  of  Llanymynech,  Chap- 
lain to  Bishop  Lisle      .  .  .  .  .  1746 

The  Honourable  Henry  Beauclerk,  an  option  of  Arch- 
bishop Comwallis,  upon  Bishop  Shipley's  translation  1787 

Charles  Roos  Thoroton 
In  1846  the  rectory  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical 

Commissioners. 

The  following  is  a  list^  of  Vicars  of  Llansantffiraid  yn 
Mechain  : — 

David  ab  Hok    (perhaps   Hwlkin),  collated  by  Bishop 
Warton  ......  1537 

Nicholas  ab  Holl  (Howell),  by  R.  Davies  .  .  1560 

Lewis  ap  Richard,  by  T.  Davies  .  .  .  1566 

John  ap  Rhese     .  .  .  1570 

(Griffith  Tannet,  by  Haghes  .  .  .1579 

Evan  Edwards,  Rector  of  Llanwyddelan,  1586    .  .  1589 

1  Willis's  Survey  of  8t  Asaph,  by  Edwards,  vol.  i,  p.  177. 

*  The  following  inscription  is  on  his  monument:  Daniel  Price 
B  Gomerici  Montis  Orinndns  Agro  Coll.  Sanctae  Trinitatis  Canta- 
brigiflB  evasit  Socins  ac  demnm  hujns  Ecclesiaa  Decanns  Ulbi  sno 
dnm  incnbnit  officio  in  cedibns  eo  nomine  sibi  propriis  quos  &  fieri 
fecit  acoommodatiores  csbIo  animam  reddidit  Anno  ^tatis  Decan- 
atos  10,  Salatis  qnam  expectat  1706,  Uxor  moerens  Elizabeth. 

'  Willis's  Survey  of  St,  Asaph,  by  Edwards,  vol.  i,  p.  356. 
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GriflSth  Tannet  (resident).  Rector  of  Llanwyddelan, 
1589,  by  Parry  ..... 

John  Hughes,  Rector  of  Llanddoget  1605,  Llanwrin 
1606,  Llanfair  in  Caereinion  1617  and  1621,  of  which 
he  was  deprived,  by  Owen 

Edward  Roberts,  by  GriflSth 

Samuel  Davyes  . 

David  Lloyd,  by  Barrow 

Robert  Nightingale 

Lewis  Lloyd  (resident)     . 

Edward  Jones 

GriflBth  Lloyd,  by  Lloyd 


1617 


1629 
1600 
1664 
1670 
1672 
1675 
1677 
1682 


He  built  the  Vicarage  House, 
ffraid  Chnrch.i 

Bishop  Jones,  in  Commendam 
George  Reynolds,  by  Beveridge 
Evan  Lloyd,  A.M.,  by  Tanner 
GriflBth  Evans,  by  Drummond 
John  Sky,  by  Newcome 
Edward  Williams,  A.M.,  by  Shipley 
John  Jones,  Rector  of  Knockin,  1761 
He  became  a  canon  in  1787. 

Robert  Leach,  by  Bagot 
Frederick  Hervey  Neve 
John  Jones 
R.  H.  Matthews  Hughes 


He  was  buried  in  Llansant- 


1692 
1705 
1724 
1754 
1768 
1770 
1783 


inducted  25th  May  1798 

.  1805 

15th  May  1843 

.     Sept.  1846 

Benefactions. — ^Very  little  money  has  been  be- 
queathed to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  which  may  be  one 
reason  why  there  are  so  few  paupers  and  indigent  poor 
in  it  compared  with  other  parishes.     The  good  folk  of 

^  The  following  epitaph  is  on  a  brass  plate  there :  "M.S.  Reverendi 
Viri  Griffithii  Lloyd,  S.  T.  B.  Qui  Coll.  Jesu  in  AcademiaOxon. 
dim  SociuB  (Jtriusquo  Eccles.  Cathcd.  turn  Asaph  turn  Llan-davens 
Prebendarius.  Non  tarn  acccpto  Titulis  quam  iis  dato  Honore; 
Extitit  hnjus  deraum  Llan-saintffraidiensis  Rector  et  Vicarius  Hos- 
pitalitate  sua  et  Nummis  Beneficus  Quam  sine  hospitio  iuvenit 
jEdificiis  omavit  Ecclesiam  Vir  in  Theologia  spectatissimus.  In 
concionando  pariter  et  concio.  Affectus  Conju^aUs,  Amicitiffi,  Pie- 
tatis,  Virtutum  omnium  Cultor  religiosissiraus  Nihil  adeo  in  eo  desi- 
deratum Est  propter  Yitam  longiorem,  nam  toto  plus  Anno  occu- 
pabat.  Dysenteria  Spirit ibus  Siraul  et  Anima  privatum  Cotpus 
hie  requiescit  Spe  Boato)  Resnrrectionis  Die  Julii  a.d.  1G96.  ^tat. 
non  ultra  45. 
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olden  time  believed  it  was  possible  to  buy  heaven  by- 
bequests,  which,  however,  subsequently  furnished  in- 
ducements to  idleness  and  poverty  ;  for  wherever  there 
happened  to  be  tolerably  good  benefactions,  the  poor 
depended  upon  them,  they  crowded  into  the  parish, 
overcrowded  the  labour  market,  wages  were  lowered, 
and  the  women  and  children  went  a-begging  and  be- 
came heavy  burdens  on  the  neighbourhood — in  a  mea- 
sure owing  to  the  "distribution  money"  (arian  rhdn),  be- 
cause where  there  was  none  the  labourer  depended  on 
his  labour,  and  labourers  were  more  equally  distributed 
according  to  the  demand  for  laboiu*.  The  following  are 
the  annual  rent-charges  payable  and  divisible  among 
the  poor : — 

Twenty  shillings  charged  by  one  John  Williams  of  Shrews- 
bury, in  1714  (and  ratified  by  Elizabeth  Williams  in  the  year 
1 714),  on  a  field  called  "the  Poor's  Meadow",  near  the  village, 
now  belonging  to  Mr.  T.  GriflSths — divided  among  eight 
decayed  housekeepers  in  Pool  Lower,  on  St.  David's  Day  in 
each  year. 

Twenty-six  shillings  left  by  one  Edward  Whitfield  in  1754, 
by  way  of  annual  rentcharffe  on  a  piece  of  land  called  ''  Erw 
Cae  Howe],''  in  the  township  of  Meliniogfach,  to  buy  twelve 
loaves  of  bread,  to  be  distributed  among  twelve  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish  every  '*  Welsh  Sunday,"  i.e.,  every  Sunday  there  is 
morning  service  in  the  Church  in  Welsh ;  hence  it  follows  that 
when  Welsh  preaching  in  the  church  ceases,  the  distributing 
of  bread  will  cease  also.  The  field  is  now  called  ^'  Erw  bara 
gAvyn"  {the  white  bread  acre),  because  the  rentcharge  left  to 
pay  for  the  loaves  is  charged  on  this  field.  It  belongs  to 
Penisarllan. 

Two  pounds  per  annum,  left  by  Mrs.  Jones  in  1768,  charge- 
able on  "T  Waen"j  but  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
stopped  for  some  time  because  it  has  been  said  to  be  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Mortmain  Act. 

A  board  in  the  church  mentions  also  legacies  of  £100,  be- 
queathed by  Mrs.  Griffiths  of  Gravel  Hill  in  1810  ;  and  of  £20 
(which,  with  arrears  of  interest,  now  amount  to  £30),  left  by 
Mrs.  Siddons  in  1805— the  interest  of  both  to  be  divided  annu- 
ally among  the  poor  on  Trinity  Monday — a  shilling  to  each 
person. 

A  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Consols,  bequeathed  in  1855  by 
Thomas  Lloyd  Dickin,  Esq.,  the  interest  of  which  was  intended 
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by  the  testator  to  be  paid  towards  apprenticing  poor  boys,  but 
is  now  paid  to  support  the  Church  school. 

Also  £150  invested  in  Consols,  left  by  Miss  Sarah  Dickin, 
Mr.  T.  L.  Dickin's  sister.  The  interest  is  divided  among 
member's  of  the  Clothing  Club  residing  on  the  north  side  of  tlie 
river.  It  is  stated  on  the  board  in  the  church  that  the  money 
was  intended  for  the  deserving  poor. 

Also  £5  per  annum  loft  by  Mrs.  Evans  of  Glasgoed,  in  this 
parish,  1847,  to  the  support  of  the  Church  schools. 

Derwas's  Ctiarity. — From  an  entry  iii  the  parish 
register  it  appears  that  Gayner  Derwas  gave  by  will 
(the  date  of  v^rhich  is  not  mentioned)  the  sum  of  £^ 
for  the  poor  of  the  parish,  to  be  distributed  on  St 
Thomas's-day.  It  appears,  however,  the  churchwardens 
employed  this  sum  towards  constructing  a  hearse  and  a 
hearse-house,  which  was  underneath  the  steeple.  No- 
thing had  been  received  in  the  recollection  of  the  acting 
overseers  in  1837  on  account  of  this  charity,  and  the 
hire  of  the  hearse  averages  about  20s.  per  annum. 

Registers.  —  There  are  the  following  volumes  of 
registers  belonging  to  the  parish  : — 

Vol.         I.  Mixed.  Begins  1675  Ends  1712 

n.        „  „  1712  „  1757 

,,        III.  Marriages  „  1754  ,,  1812 

„        IV.  Births  and  Burials,,  1757  „  1813 

V.  Marriages  „  1813  ,,  1837 

VI.  Burials  „  1813  „  1850 

„       VII.  Burials  „  1851  „  1870 

„     VIII.  Baptisms  „  1813  „  1838 

„        IX.          „  „  1838  „  1870 

X.  Marriages  „  1837  „  1870 

The  communion  plate  of  silver  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing :— 

A  large  cup  of  the  date  of  1 720  with  this  inscription : 

I  H  S 
"  Llansantfraid  in  Comitatu 
Montgomery 
Bicfas  Pryce  Armiffer  )  ^n,       j 
Gab.LloydGeDer/*^"^'"^- 
1720. 
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A  small  cup  inscribed 

Donnm  Roberti  Wynne 

S.  T.  P.  BcclesieB  de  Llansanfraid 

Rectoris  Ejusdem  1722 

There  is  a  small  paten  inscribed 

Ex  dono  Roberti  Wynne 

S.T.P.  Chancellarij  Asaphensis 

Et  hujas  EcclesiaB  Rectoris 

Llansantffraid  in  Comitata 

Montgomery  1720 

And  a  large  paten  with  this  inscription, 

"  In  gift  of  the  Hon**  Mrs.  Marg*  Godolphyn  of  Abertanat 
1733  Llansanfrayd  in  Mechen/^ 

There  are  also  some  ancient  pewter  vessels,  but  with- 
out any  inscriptions. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  a  manuscript  book 
in  the  library  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph — sometimes 
called  Bishop  Maddox's  book  (but  more  correctly  Bishop 
Tanners) — and  give  some  interesting  information  de- 
rived from  the  rural  deans'  reports  : — 

Llansanfraid  in  Mechen  (Montg.  D.  PolaJ  St  Bridget  or  Bride, 


TownflhipB. 
Colfryn       .     . 
Trewylan   .     . 
Lanercheele    . 
Tretherwenwor 
Lansanfraid    . 
Meliniog  Vawr 
Ledrod      .     . 
Meliniog  Yechan 
Dolwen      .     . 
Lanercfaghiras 


Farm. 
27 

9 
15 
18 
15 
13 
12 
10 

8 

9 


VaL  of  tithe. 
20 
13 

8 

17 
12 
10 
10 
12 

6 

8 


C   In  the 
3  hundred 

^^  Deythir. 
f  Parted  by 
y«  river 
Vymwew 
iny* 
hundred 
of  Pool. 


136,1681  116  of  wch  y«  Vic'  i 
Llansanfr  Share. 
101b.  10.  Abertannat  township  in  Llanymblodwell  pays  | 
tith  to  y*  R'  &  Vic'  of  Lansanfreid,  &  J  to  the  Vic'  there. 
For  the  p*  of  y*  demesne  61b.  &  yearly. 
31b.  Llaethbwlch  in  Lanvyhangel  pays  i  to  the  R'  &  Vic'  of 
Lansanfreid,  and  ^  to  its  own  R'. 

VOL.  IV.  I 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


114  HISTORY   OP  THE 

Grarthbwlcli  in  Lanwithin  pays  all  31b  10.  tiihs  to  the  R'  and 
Vic'  of  Lansanfraid ;  but  Easter  duties  to  the  R'  of.Lanwythin. 

Llysvechen  in  Llanvechen.  Out  of  the  tiths  the  R'  of  Lan- 
sanfraid is  p^  31b.  6s.  8s.  &  lib.  2s.  2d.  to  y*  Vic'. 

Church  dd.  to  S.  Fraid  or  St.  Bridget,  1  Feb. 

Terrier  i?|§.  No  house  ab'  25  acres  of  gL  f  of  y*  tiths 
(i.e.,  to  the  sinecure  Rector). 

fVicarageJ 

1730.  House  and  abt  eight  acres  of  glebe,  J  tiths. 

In  the  township  of  Melyniog  Fawr  John  Kynaston,  Esq., 
has  I  of  all  tiths  issuing  out  of  y^  lands  called  Board  lands. 

1742.  Service,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  in  Lent.  Catechize 
and  expound  in  Lent.  Sacrament  eight  times  a  year;  at 
Easter,  240. 

1745.  Service  twice  a  Sunday,  and  holydays  once.  Catechize 
in  Lent. 

Sacrament  ten  times  a  year,  ab*  thirty  Com^  usually ;  last 
Easter,  220. 

Terriers. — In  the  year  1685  a  terrier  of  the  glebe 
lands  severally  belonging  to  the  Rectory  and  Vicarage 
was  made  by  Griffith  Lloyd  Clerk,  and  Arthur  Kynaston, 
and  James  Tannatt,  Gentlemen ;  and  another  in  the 
year  1687  by  the  same  parties,  both  of  which  detail 
with  much  minuteness  tine  glebe  lands.  The  former 
states  that 

"  The  seates  in  the  chancell  are  two  within  the  seven  foote 
belonging  to  the  Eector  and  Vicar,  and  six  several  seats  in  the 
chauncell,  seVally  claymed  by  the  Hon.  Andrew  Newport,  Esq., 
David  Maurice,  Esq.,  Robert  Kynaston,  Gent.,  William  Lloyd, 
Gent.,  Edward  Morris,  Gent.,  and  Dorothy  GriflSths,  widow. 
The  repairs  of  the  seven  foote  is  upon  the  Rector  and  Vicar, 
the  rest  of  the  chauncell  church  and  churchyard  upon  the 
parish — except  the  gates  of  the  churchyard,  which  are  upon 
the  Rector  and  Vicar ;  and  the  porch,  w®**  is  repairable  by 
John  Vaughan,  Gent.*' 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Terrier  of  1687 
(which  gives  more  details  than  that  of  1685) — 

"  The  modus  decimandi  through  the  parish  is  as  followeth: — 
The  tyth  com  and  hay,  and  all  other  tythes,  are  paid  in  kind 
through  the  whole  parish  in  three  parts  thereof  to  the  Rector 
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in  the  several  townships  hereafter  mentioned ;  the  manner  of 
tything  are  as  followeth  (viz.)  And  fourth  part  thereof  to  the 
Vicar,  save  only  in  the  township  of  LlansanjSraid.  W™. 
Lloyd  of  Ffynnant,  Gent.,  for  the  tyth  hay  of  the  demesne  of 
Ffynnant,  and  all  other  his  messuages,  tenements,  lands  thereto 
prescription,  pay  for  the  tyth  hay  thereof  10s.  per  annum,  ex- 
cept the  tenement  lands  purchased  by  the  said  W"*.  Lloyd  of 
Beignold  Niccols,  for  which  the  tyth  com  and  hay  are  paid  in 
kind. 

"  Item  in  the  township  of  Meliniog  Vawr,  Edward  Kynaston, 
of  Hordley,  Esq.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Plas  y  Dynas,  hath  two 
partes  of  tiiree  of  all  the  tythes  in  kind  issuing  out,  arising 
or  growing  due  from  and  out  of  the  several  tenements  and 
lands  thereunto  belonging  and  now  in  the  tenure  and  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Kynaston,  Arthur  Kynaston,  and  William  Phi- 
lips j  Robert  Kynaston,  Gent.,  Griffith  Roberts,  John  Lloyd, 
John  Davies,  &  John  Burrows,  and  the  Rector.  And  the  Vicar 
bath  the  other  third  part  thereof,  together  with  all  the  rest  of 
the  whole  tyth  of  the  said  township  in  kind  in  manner  afore- 
said. 

'^  Item  in  the  township^  of  Cefn  Abertanat  the  several  mes- 
suages, tenements,  and  lands  there  pay  all  manner  of  tythes  in 
kind,  viz.,  two  parts  thereof  to  the  said  rector  and  vicar,  and 
the  third  part  thereof,  together  with  the  Es^ter  duties  and 
lactuals  to  the  vicar  of  Llanyblodwell  except  so  much  thereof  as 
are  known  reputed  and  taken  to  be  part  of  the  demesne  of 
Abertanat,  for  which  and  all  the  rest  of  the  demesne  of  Aber- 
tanat Richard  Carew,  Esq.  payeth  tyth  yearly  to  the  rec- 
tor and  vicar  of  the  said  Llansanfraid,  and  two  parts  of  three 
of  the  wool  and  lambs  in  kind. 

''  Item  in  and  for  the  township*  of  Llys  vechen  the  rector  of 
Llanvechen  doth  yearly  pay  to  liie  said  rector  of  Llansanfraid 
for  his  share  for  all  manner  of  tythes  there  yearly  arising,  the 
sum  of ...  . 

'^  Item  in  the  township  of  Llaethbwlch*  the  said  rector  and 
vicar  of  Llansanfraid  have  and  receive  the  one  moiety  of  all 
manner  of  tyth  in  manner  and  proportionable  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  Easter  duties  there  are  due  payable  to  the  rector  of  Llany- 
hangel. 

"  Item  in  the  township  of  Garthbwlch,*  all  manner  of  tythes 
are  paid  in  kind  to  the  rector  and  vicar  of  Llansanfraid  propor- 

^  Situate  in  the  parish  of  Llanyblodwell. 
*  In  the  parish  of  Llanfechain. 
^  In  the  parish  of  Llanfihangel. 
^  In  the  parish  of  Llanwddyn. 
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tionable  as  aforesaid^  and  the  Easter  duties  to  the  rector  of 
Llanowddyn. 

*  -it  ^  ^ 

"  Item  the  pews  or  seats  in  the  chancel  are  the  pew  or  seat 
of  Edward  Edwards,  of  CoUfryn,  gent.,  deceased,  and  enjoyed 
by  him  and  his  ancestors  time  ont  of  mind,  the  other  seats 
built  within  memory  one  after  another  are  as  followeth : — Pew 
or  seat  late  of  Roger  Griffiths,  gent.,  deceased ;  the  pew  or  seat 
of  David  Morris,  Esq. ;  the  pew  or  seat  of  Edward  Morris, 
gent,  j  the  pew  or  seat  of  William  Lloyd,  gent. ;  and  the  pew 
and  seat  late  of  Ralph  Kynaston,  gent.,  deceased,  about  a  foot 
of  which  last  mentioned  pew  or  seat  is  within  y*  7  foot  of  the 
said  chancel,  which  said  /  foot  is  the  right  of  the  rector  and 
vicar  of  the  said  parish.  The  church  and  chancel  are  repaired 
at  the  charge  of  the  whole  parish,  and  the  7  foot  in  y®  chancol 
is  repaired  by  the  rector  and  vicar  of  the  said  parish.  And  the 
church  porch  is  repaired  at  the  charge  of  John  Vaughan,  gent. 
The  gates  and  rails  of  the  church-yard  are  to  be  repaired  by 
the  rector  and  vicar  and  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  as 
followeth  : — The  rector  or  the  parson's  part,  the  great  gate ; 
the  vicar's  part,  the  little  gate;  Melyniog  Vawr,  16  yards; 
Llaethbwlch  and  Garthbwlch,  28  yards;  Collfryn,  26  yards; 
Trewylan,  22  yards;  Llandychkeela,  24  yards;  Tretherwen, 
30  yards ;  Melyniog  Vechan,  20  yards ;  Dolwen,  9  yards ;  Cefii 
Abertanat,  38  yards  ;  Llanychumbris,  17  yards;  Llansanfraid, 
18  yards ;  Lledrod,  18  yards.'' 

Another  terrier  was  made  by  Evan  Lloyd,  clerk,  and 
John  Lloyd  and  Edward  Morris,  churchwardens,  a.d. 
1729-30. 

It  mentions  in  the  rector's  glebe  land  "  one  parcel  of 
land  called  Doler  Henblas  (whereupon  the  parsonage 
house  formerly  stood),  in  Melyniog  fawr,  bounded  on 
the  east  and  west  ends  by  the  lands  of  Evan  Price, 
Gen.,  and  lying  between  the  river  Vemwy  and  the 
highway  there  containing  by  estimation  about  four 
acres  of  land  f  and  amongst  the  appurtenances  of  the 
vicar's  "  mansion"  a  "  malt  kiln"  appears.  * 

The  lands  to  the  tithes  of  which  John  Kynaston  is 
entitled  to  two  parts  out  of  three,  are  called  "  Board 
lands"  (and  in  the  terrier  of  1685  Tir  y  Bwrdd). 

Amongst  the  books  enumerated  as  belonging  to  the 
^church  are  a  book  entituled  the  Theater  o/Goas  Judg- 
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ments,  and  another  octavo  entituled  the  History  of  the 
Society  for  Reformation  of  Manners.  The  terrier  is 
dated  the  24th  March,  1 729-30,  and  signed  by  the  Vicar 
and  Churchwardens,  and  by  WiUiam  Lloyd,  Nathaniel 
Morris,  John  Jones,  Walter  Vaughan,  Thomas  Tannatt, 
Edward  Whitfield,  John  Davies,  John  Maurice,  Robert 

Lloyd,   Hiunphrey  Edwards,   Edward   ,  Adam 

SpooUy,  John  "Ralph,  Francis  Roes,  Richard  Hughes, 
Evan  Jones,  Griffith  Allen,  John  Whitfield,  Evan  Evan, 
Edward  F.  Griffis. 

The  following  memorandiun  is  appended  : — 

'^  Corn  usually  paid  to  the  parish  clerk  out  of  the  tithe  of  the 
several  townships  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Collfryn,  eight  hoops ;  Tredderwen  fore,  eight  hoops ; 
Llanerchkeela,  two  hoops ;  Trewylan,  five  hoops;  Lledrod,four 
hoops ;  MeUniog  fawr,  four  hoops  ;  Llanerchembrys,  four  hoops 
or  pecks;  Llansanfrayd,  eight  hoops;  Melyniog  fechan,  six 
hoops ;  Dolewen,  two  hoops ;  the  rector  and  vicar  Ukewise  pay 
him  eight  shillings  in  money  per  annum. 

"  Evan  Lloyd,  Vicar ;  William  Williams,  Parish  Clark." 

Another  terrier  was  made  in  1749,  which  also  men- 
tions Dole  yr  Henblas  as  "  being  the  ground  whereon 
the  Rectory  House  is,  by  tradition,  said  to  have  stood 
between  Cain  and  Vemwy." 

The  following  extracts  will  suffice  : — 

"  The  Easter  duties  are  sixpence  for  every  married  couple, 
threepence  a  widow  or  widower,  twopence  a  batchelor  or 
spinster. 

"The  rector  and  vicars  as  freeholders  in  the  hundred  of 
Deuddwr  have  a  right  of  common  throughout  the  said  hundred, 
and  as  freeholders  in  the  hundred  of  Pool,  have  a  right  to  every 
common  within  the  said  parish  in  the  said  hundred.    ' 

''  The  rails  round  the  church-yard  are  repaired  by  the  several 
townships  in  y*  parish,  the  shares  of  the  several  townships 
being  severally  divided  from  each  other  by  double  posts,  ex- 
cepting one  length  of  rails  which  formerly  belonged  to  Garth- 
bwlch,  in  the  parish  of  Llanwddin,  which  now  is  repaired  by 
y«  Wardens  on  y*  account  of  the  whole  parish,  and  another 
length  which  formerly  belonged  to  y®  township  of  Kefn  Aber- 
tanat,  which  the  inhabitants  now  refuse  to  repair.*' 

And  amongst  the  plate  is  enumerated  a  small  platter 
inscribed  "Llansanfraid  Plate,  1677." 
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The  terrier  is  signed  by  the  Vicar,  and  Lumley 
Williams,  Edward  Whitfield,  Thomas  Roe,  John  Wil- 
liams, William  Edwards,  John  Whitfield,  Nathaniel 
Morris,  Thomas  Tannatt,  Lodwick  Tanatt,  David 
Solomons,  and  several  others. 

On  the  10th  April,  1799,  the  Uansantffraid  glebe 
was  valued  by  Messrs.  H.  Bowman  and  Symcocks  at 
£46  :  4  :  9. 

In  the  year  1856  a  new  terrier  was  made,  viz.  : — 

This  terrier  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  church  in  the 
parish  of  Llansantfiraid,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  was 
made,  a.d.  1856,  by  the  command  of  Thomas  Vowler,  Lord 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 

1. — ^There  is  a  glebe  house  containing  two  sitting-rooms, 
entrance-hall,  kitchen,  and  pantry  on  the  ground-floor,  with 
cellars  and  offices  underneath;  three  bed-rooms  and  three 
dressing-rooms  on  the  second  floor,  with  garrets  over  them, 
and  suitable  outbuildings. 

2. — The  tithes  of  the  parish  of  Llansantffraid  were  commuted 
in  the  year  1840  for  a  rent-charge  of  £785  per  annum — £215 
payable  to  the  vicar,  and  £570  to  the  sinecure  rectory,  which 
merged  into  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for 
England  in  1846.  There  were  also  rent-charges  to  the  vicar  of 
Llansantffraid,  viz.,  £9  out  of  the  township  of  Gurthbwlch,  in 
the  parish  of  Llanwddyn ;  £7  from  Llaethbwlch,  Llanfihangel ; 
and  £12:9:1  from  the  township  of  Abertannat,  in  the  parish  of 
Llanyblodwel — which  several  rent-charges,  amounting  together 
to  £28 :  19  : 1,  were  exchanged  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners in  the  year  1856  for  the  same  amount  of  rent-charges 
arising  out  of  the  parish  of  Llansantffraid,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  vicarial  rent-charge  amounting  altogether  to  £243  :  19  : 1, 
was  fixed  upon  forty-five  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church, 
instead  of  being  paid  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  occupiers  of 
land  as  heretofore;  also,  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  was 
paid  annually  by  the  rector  of  Llanfechain  to  the  vicar. 

3. — ^According  to  a  terrier  dated  1749  Dr.  Stafford,  Dean  of 
St.  Asaph,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Chester,  being  rector  of  Llan- 
santffraid, gave  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  an  augmentation 
of  £20  per  annum,  which  has  been  continued  by  the  several 
rectors  to  the  several  vicars. 

4. — ^The  glebe  belonging  to  the  vicarage  amounted  to  eleven 
acres  thirty-seven  perches,  but  in  1847  the  glebe  of  the  sinecure 
rectory,  amounting  to  twenty-four  acres  seventeen  perches,  was 
annexed  to  the  vicarage  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners, 
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and  all  this  land  appears  in  the  draft  apportionment  and  map 
thereto  belonging  named  and  nnmbered  as  below. 


No. 

Vioanff«  gigbe. 

a.  r.  p. 

No. 

Beetorial  glebe  grftnted  to 
the  Tioar  in  1847. 

•.r.  p. 

409 
470 
468 
460 
461 
450 
241 

Vicarage  and  garden 
Croft  below  garden... 

Little  maes  

Bam  and  croft  bdow 

Chorchyard  

Garden  

02   6 
0216 
2334 
1036 
1017 
0034 
4214 

732 
701 
464 
700 
542 
878 
876 
1193 
872 
728 
719 

MaoB  

Cooper's  croft  

Com  garden 

3  1  37 
1  1    6 
0  1    4 
3  226 

0  2  14 
3  0  11 
12    8 

1  3  37 
3  0  19 
3  3  36 
1  0  25 

MaesLlan 

Allotment 

Cornfield 

Winllan  allotment  ... 
Total 

Com  meadow  

Piece  by  chapel  

Maeeygroea    

Field  by  bridge   

Field  by  mill    

110  37 

Total    

24017 

In  the  year  1856  an  exchange  was  made^  with  the  consent 
of  the  Lord  Bishop^  between  the  vicar  and  Mr.  Edward 
Kempster  of  that  piece  of  glebe  called  field  by  mill  No.  719  for 
a  part  of  706,  commonly  called  ''  Sun  field,''  the  quantity  of 
land  given  by  Mr.  Edward  Kempster  being  by  measurement 
one  acre  two  roods  twenty-one  perches. 

In  the  year  1845  four  acres  three  roods  three  perches,  viz., 
Maes,  No.  732,  and  Cooper's  Croft,  No.  701,  were  given  by 
the  rector,  the  Eev.  C.  B.  Thoroton,  to  E.  S.  Perrott,  Esq.,  of 
Bronhyddon ;  for  that  piece  of  land  called  *'Brw  fawr,"  No.  708, 
together  with  three  roods  thirty-three  perches  of  a  field  called 
Maes  y  Llan,  No.  702  on  the  parish  map,  but  the  arrangement 
was  not  carried  into  effect  by  any  deed  or  formal  instrument. 
The  present  vicar  found  the  fences  removed  and  the  glebe 
taken  into  Mr.  Perrott's  land,  and  a  part  of  Maes  let  into  a 
field.  No.  725,  belonging  to  J.  Bill  Piyse,  Esq. 

5. — The  Bell  Sheaf,  payable  to  the  Clerk,  was  commuted  at 
£12 ;  £3  to  be  paid  by  the  vicar  and  £9  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. 

6. — The  church  plate  consists  of  a  cup;  a  paten,  given  1720 
by  Bobert  Wynne,  a  sinecure  rector :  also,  a  cup,  dated  1 722, 
by  Robert  Wynne;  also,  a  paten,  1733,  from  Margaret  Godol- 
phin,  of  Abertanai^ — all  of  silver. 

7. — The  vicar's  fees  are  7«.  6d.  for  a  marriage  after  banns, 
10».  6d.  by  license,  Is,  for  churching. 

8. — ^The  chancel  is  repaired  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners inside  and  out. 

9. — There  are  a  Welsh  Bible  and  Prayer-book,  also  a  new 
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English  Bible  and  Prayer-book,  given  in  1855  by  W.  Evans,- 
Esq.,  of  Glascoed,  also  an  old  Bible  and  Prayer-book. 

10. — The  clerk's  fees  are:  "Tolling  the  bell.  Is.  an  hour; 
burial  in  a  plain  grave,  6^. ;  in  a  bricked  grave,  lOs,  6d. ; 
burial  of  a  pauper,  Ss.  6d. ;  double  fees  for  persons  out  of  the 
parish — ^for  a  marriage  by  license,  5«. ;  after  banns,  28.  6d. ; 
churching,  6(2. 

[Then  follows  a  copy  of  the  map,  in  cohv/rs,  shewing  the  glebe'] 

11. — ^The  charities  belonging  to  the  church  : — 
20^.  to  be  given  on  the  1st  of  March  between  eight  decayed 
housekeepers,  secured  on  land  No.  498. 

26«.  worth  of  bread  to  be  given  during  the  year  on  Welsh 
Sundays,  secured  upon  land  No.  731. 

Two  sums,  viz.,  £100  and  £30,  the  interest  to  be  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  parish  at  Easter — on  Mortgage. 

£5  per  annum,  left  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Evans,  of  Peny  Maes, 
in  the  year  1847,  to  the  National  School  of  Llansantffraid. 

In  the  year  1855  Mr.  Dickin,  of  Welshpool,  left  by  will  £250 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Llansantffi*aid. 

At  a  legal  vestry,  held  July  22nd,  1856,  the  terrier  was  in- 
spected and  approved  of. 

Witness  our  hands, 

E.  H.  M.  Hughes,  Vicar. 
H.  Atbb,  Churchwarden. 
Ed.  Kbmpstbb,  Freeholder. 
EiCHABD  Beouqhton,  Freeholder. 
E.  Hughes,  Parish  Clerk. 
P.S. — Since  this  terrier  was  made  the  £20  per  annum  paid 
by  the  rector  to  the  vicar  has  been  commuted  by  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners  for  tithe-rent  charges. 

R.  H.  M.  Hughes,  Vicar. 

N.B. — The  £20  above-mentioned  was  paid  up  in  1859  into 
the  hands  of  the  Charity  Commissioners ;  and  they  have 
directed  the  interest  to  be  given  in  clothing. 

The  £150,  reduced  by  legacy  duty  and  costs  to  £135,  has  also 
been  paid  to  the  same  Charity  Commissioners,  and  the  interest 
to  be  paid  to  the  school  allotted  to  the  church. 

Miss  Sarah  Dickin  left  £150  (less  legacy  duty)  also  paid  to  the 
same  Commissioners. 

Cliurch  Records. — During  a  brief  inspection  which 
we  were  allowed  to  have  of  the  parish  registers,  a  few 
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hurried  extracts  were  made  which  may  prove  iQterest- 
ing.  The  documents  and  minute  books  of  this  parish, 
as  they  were  presented  to  us,  were  in  a  very  loose  and 
dirty  condition — a  state  of  things  unworthy  of  the  pre- 
sent times,  when  every  facility  is  offered  for  the  proper 
preservation  of  these  most  valuable  documents.  (One 
of  them  was  bought  at  a  sale  of  books,  the  property  of 
the  late  Vicar  Jones,  and  for  twenty-four  years  its  loss 
was  not  known  untQ  one  day  in  1869,  it  was  anony- 
mously sent  through  the  post  to  the  present  vicar,  its 
proper  custodian.)  The  first  minute  of  any  importance 
which  came  under  our  notice  is  the  one  referred  to  su- 
pra (p.  100),  giving  the  necessary  authority  to  enlarge 
the  church. 

May  the  26th,  1727. — At  a  vestry  now  held  it  is  ordered  and 
agreed  that  six  yards  of  the  north  wall  of  the  church,  from  the 
KiDg's  Arms  on  the  east  end  thereof,  be  taken  down  and 
opened  for  the  erecting  of  an  ile  or  crossbuilding,  provided 
there  shall  be  a  suflScient  contribution,  together  with  a  legacy 
of  forty  pounds  left  by  Charles  Edwards  for  that  purpose,  for 
building  and  erecting  of  the  same,  without  any  expense  to  the 
rest  of  the  parishioners  that  are  not  willing  to  contribute  there- 
unto; and  that  the  rood  loft,  together  with  the  posts  and  pillars 
thereof,  be  taken  down,  and  the  timber  thereof  be  applyed  to 
the  use  of  the  said  buildings,  and  that  the  ordering  and  dispos- 
ing of  the  seats  and  sitting  places  therein  be  left  to  the  Rev. 
Doctor  Wynne,  Chancellor  of  St.  Asaph,  and  rector  of  this 
parish,  our  worthy  benefactor,  to  the  said  building. 

By  us,  Roger  Kynaston,  rural  dean ;  Evan  Lloyd,  vicar ; 
Nath.  Morris,  C.  W. ;  —  Wilkinson,  C.  W. ;  Richard  Pryce  ;  W. 
Lloyd;  Ralph  Kynaston;  Matthew  Williams;  Francis Dorsett ; 
Evan  Jones ;  Joseph  Griffiths ;  Edward  Whitfield ;  The  mark 
of  Griffith  X  Jones ;  The  mark  of  Lewis  x  Evans ;  John  Buttry ; 
Thomas  Ffoulkas ;  William  Williams. 

This  is  an  unanimous  subscription  of  every  person  present  at 
the  said  vestry,  one  only  dissenting,  viz.,  Richard  Hughes  of 
Lledrod. 

Vestries  of  former  days  seem  to  have  had  their  vexed 
questions  to  settle.  A  disagreement  arose  as  to  the 
apportioning  of  the  pews  in  the  new  church,  and  great 
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opposition  was  also  shewn  to  the  new  gallery.  A  vestry 
was  consequently  held  on  the  21st  of  June,  1729,  when 
each  of  the  vestrymen  wrote  his  separate  opinion  in 
unmistakeable  terms.  The  first  appears  to  have  been 
that  of  the  first  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  who  was  interested 
in  respect  of  his  property  of  Meliniogfach. 

Mem°*  June  21,  1729.— I  do  object  ....  W°»»  of  Ystin- 
colwyn  to  y"  gallery  erected  in  y®  new  part  of  LlansantflFraid 
church,  and  must  insist  upon  its  being  pulled  down,  unless  we 
have  an  equal  proportion  in  it  to  every  other  subscriber. 

Wa^.  W"  Wynn. 

The  next  protest  is  from  Edward  Mamice,  Esq.  of 
Penybont. 

My  opinion  is  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  down. 

Edward  Maubicb. 

The  next  is  from  Captain  K  Kynaston,  of  Trewylan. 

It  is  my  opinion  y*  y*  gallery  ought  to  be  cut  down,  as  wit- 
ness my  hand  this  21st  of  June,  1729. 

Ealph  Kynaston. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Jo"  Kynaston,  Esq.,  of  Hardwick,  is 
of  y*  same  opinion  as  myself,  as  witness  my  hand, 

Ralph  Kynaston. 

My  opinion  is  tbat  the  gallery  should  be  taken  down. 

Nath.  Mobbis. 

Then  follows  the  new  allotment  of  Pews  : — 

Memd"*  June  21st,  1729. — That  y«  Jots  drawn  for  y«  seats  in 
ye  new  building,  caid  determined  in  preference  as  follows  by 
ye  consent  of  y«  subscribers  present. 

Edward  Morris,  Esq.,  No.  4,  west  side. 

Edward  Tanat,  No.  5,  west  side. 

John  Kynaston,  Esq.,  No.  6,  east  side. 

David  Lloyd,  Gent.,  No.  1,  east  side. 

Richard  Price,  Esq.,  No.  6,  west  side. 

Edward  Williams,  Esq.,  No.  7,  last  lot  choosing  his  side, 

Edph  Kynaston,  No.  2,  east  side. 

Wat  Willm>  Wynn,  No.  5,  east  side. 

f Remainder  of  page  torn.) 

It  appears  that  for  some  cause  this  parish  was  left 
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i«rithout  a  resident  clergyman,  and  that  a  vestry  was 
held  to  take  steps  to  alter  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things.    The  following  is  in  the  minute-book  : — 

"  At  a  vestry  held  this  1 3th  day  of  April,  1 782,  it  was  also 
ordered  that  the  churchwardens  of  Llansantffraid  do  imme- 
diately give  their  vicar  notice  that  unless  he  provides  a  resident 
clergyman  to  do  the  duty  of  this  parish  in  three  months  from 
the  date  hereof,  they  will,  at  joint  expense,  pursue  proper 
methods  to  enforce  such  duty. 

Aprill3,1782." 

Lloyd  Jones  \  m      i.       j  J-  Symcocks. 

Thos.  Davibs. 

Ellis  Davies. 
With  eleven  names  of  the  principal  men  in  the  parish  follow- 
ing. 

The  following  seem  to  have  been  the  church  rate 
assessments  in  the  parish  onehimdred  years  ago,  viz., 
from  .1751  to  1766  :— 


Anesv- 

Fool 

Afm«B8* 

Pool 

TMr. 

menu 

Lower. 

Danddwr. 

4 

Ye»r. 

ment. 

Lower. 

Dftuddwr 

U 

£     «.    4. 

£      9.     d. 

£      9.      d. 

JB      8. 

d. 

1751 

2 

7  16    9i 

T.i 

1760 

1 

3    6    6} 

8    8 

4 

"**§* 

1752 

2 

6  13     li 

6  19    4 

B* 

1761 

u 

6    6    8 

5    2 

6 

1754 

5 

17    4    7 

16  11  Hi 

^z 

1762 

u 

4  19    9} 

6    3 

9 

1755 

3 

9  19    8^ 

13     i     5i 

■si 

1763 

2 

6  13     1 

6  17 

4 

*  s 

1756'     6 

16  12    9 

17    4    2 

1764 

2 

6  13     1 

6  17 

4 

"^i 

1757 

4 

13    6    0 

10    5    6 

II 

1765 

2 

6  13     H 

6  17 

8 

1758 

2 

6  10  10 

6  17    0 

1766 

1 

3    6    6} 

3  15 

9} 

1759 

1 

3    6    6} 

5    2    ei 

S 

& 

Chapter  V. — Folklore,  Traditions,  &c. 

I%e  ordeal  of  the  Key  (TroiW  agoriad)  has  many 
believers  in  this  parish.  The  mode  of  operation  was  this  : 
if  one  of  the  family  was  suspected  of  misdoing,  all  the 
family  had  to  stand  in  a  semicircle,  whilst  the  head  of 
the  family  or  the  aggrieved  person,  took  the  Bible,  opened 
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it,  and  then  placed  an  ordinary  door-key,  the  wards 
resting  on  a  certain  verse  in  the  Bible.  Then,  having 
closed  the  Bible,  the  whole  is  bound  tightly,  but  the  end 
or  loop  of  the  key  is  carefully  left  out,  through  which 
the  finger  is  passed,  so  that  the  Bible  may  turn  easily  as 
on  a  pivot — ^the  family  remaining  in  the  meantime  in  a 
semicircle  in  front  of  the  operator.  The  Bible  will  of 
itself  turn  and  present  its  edges  towards  the  guilty 
party  1  But  sooner  than  undergo  the  ceremony — which 
was  considered  a  most  serious  affair,  and  never  had  re- 
course to  but  in  extreme  cases — the  guilty  party  would 
generally  make  a  clean  breast  of  it,  and  was  punished 
accordingly. 

A  sieve  was  sometimes  used  instead  of  the  bible,  and 
many  aro  the  tales  told  of  how  things  were  found  out 
hy  the  sieve ! 

Our  churchyard  has  its  history  and  its  associations 
which,  although  local,  are  still  worth  treasuring  and  keep- 
ing on  written  record.  The  first  thought  that  strikes  a 
stranger  visiting  our  burying-ground  is  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  old  gravestones  of  dates  prior  to  the  present 
century.  The  old  grey  and  moss-grown  sandstone,  with 
its  moulded  pedestal  and  embossed  shields,  marking  the 
resting-place  of  the  squires  that  once  lived  on  their 
paternal  estates  in  this  parish ;  and  the  simple  head- 
stone of  the  farmer  and  tradesman  are  few  and  far 
between.  It  is  impossible  to  account  for  this  imless  the 
carelessness  of  the  churchwardens  is  to  be  saddled  with 
it ;  indeed,  this  is  more  than  probable,  for  the  writer 
recollects  seeing  a  pigstye  on  a  churchwarden  s  property 
floored  with  a  gravestone  1  and  the  inscription,  "  in 
memoriam'  plainly  visible  through  the  filth  of  an  ordi- 
nary piggery!  We  have,  therefore,  but  few monuvients 
of  interest  to  note.  The  first  that  we  come  to  is  one 
within  the  narrow  raUing  known  as  ''Sir  Watkin's 
saviour'')  the  person  buried  here  was  a  John  Deakin,  of 
GeUy,  known  locally  as  Captain  Deakin,  he  having 
joined  the  volunteers  mustered  by  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn  to 
quell  the  rebellion  in  Ireland.     Sir  Watkin,  as  leader  of 
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the  volunteers,  incurred  the  deadly  hatred  of  the  Irish  ; 
and  many  are  the  tales  told  of  the  attempts  openly  and 
by  stratagem  made  to  take  away  his  life ;  amoiigst 
others  it  is  related  of  Captain  John  Deakin  of  Gelly, 
that  whilst  riding  near  to  Sir  Watkin  during  the  heat 
of  a  skirmish,  an  Irishman  took  aim,  and  would  have 
with  his  sword  "cut. off  Sir  Watkin's  head,''  had  not 
Deakin,  with  a  quicker  hand  and  sharper  sword,  sent  the 
said  Irishman's  head  off  at  a  cut.  Just  at  the  moment 
Sir  Watkin  hailed   out,  "  God  bleth  me,  John,  your 

futth  are  out";  and,  to  John's  consternation,  he  found 
e  had  received  a  most  dangerous  woimd  in  the  abdo- 
men from  the  Irishman's  sabre.  How  the  Captain  was 
cured  and  survived  to  return  to  his  estate  at  Gelly  we 
have  no  information,  but  the  story  has  long  held  a  place 
in  the  traditions  of  the  people. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  : — 

^  Sacred 

To  the  Memory  of 

John  Deakin, 

Who  departed  this  life 

April  16th,  1813. 

Aged  53  years. 

Another  gravestone  worthy  of  notice  is  that  of  Ed- 
ward Ellis,  Cooper.  This  stone  is  just  before  the  porch, 
and  is  a  Llangynog  stone,  coflfer-shaped,  and  records 
the  resting-place  of  the  last  man  that  crossed  the 
Llansantffraid  Bridge  before  it  was  swept  a^waj  {vide 
supra).  The  stone  was  also  the  seat  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  scorer  for  the  ball  playing — a  game  indulged 
in  to  a  great  extent  by  "Llanciau  Llansantffi-aid"  (Llan- 
santflfraid  young  men)  as  they  were  called,  though  old 
men  were  often  foimd  amongst  the  players,  and,  sad  to 
say,  the  Sabbath  day  was  the  great  ball  playing  day. 

This  stone  was  the  rostrum  from  which,  on  Simday 
after  divine  service,  were  proclaimed  notices  of  the  fairs, 
the  lost,  stolen,  or  strayed,  vestries,  &c.  Twm  o'r  Nant 
was  on  one  occasion  proclaimed  in  this  churchyard  to 
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hold  an  interlude  at  Penybont  Llanerchemrys.  "  The 
white  bread'',  penitentially  divided  by  evil-doers,  was 
shared  here,  and  many  a  good  joke  was  had  at  the  cost 
of  the  repenting  delinquent,  but  who  sometimes  had  the 
laugh  all  to  himself,  having  made  the  bread  into  one 
large  loaf,  and  cooUy  giving  it  to  a  poor  relative  who 
was  there  by  arrangement  to  receive  it. 

Another  gravestone  of  some  interest  is  the  one  ,on . 
moulded  pillars  at  the  east  end  of  the  church,  and  was 
pointed  out  to  us  as  being  the  stone  marking  the  rest- 
ing-place of  the  body  of  "  David  Maurice^  the  Suicide J^ 
Tradition  is  a  little  at  fault,  as  this  is  not  the  grave  ; 
but,  for  all  that,  Maurice  or  Morris  may  have  been  buried 
here  in  preference  (under  the  circumstance)  to  the  family 
vault  at  Uansilin.  As  the  inscription  is  nearly  obli- 
terated, and  as  it  is  now  nearly  the  last  of  the  old 
gravestones  m  the  churchyard,  we  here  transfer  the  in- 
scription : — 

Here  lyeth  the  body 

of  ExmoB,  the  wife 

of  Thomas  Mobbis,  Gent., 

Deceased  the  28  day 

of  June,  1679, 
Aged  27. 

Here  lyeth  the  body 
of  Maby,  the  wife  of 
David  Lix)yd,  daughter 
To  ye  above  named 
Persons,  who  was 
interred  October  ye  30, 
Ano  Dom*  1730, 
Aged  53. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of 
David  Lloyd,  of  the 
Township  of  Melyniog 
The  husband  to 
LIaby  above  mentioned. 
He  was  buried  Nov"" 
Ye  12th,  1 7-9,  aged  84. 

This  David  Lloyd  was  of  Tynewydd,  and  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  T.  Lloyd  Dickin,  Esq.,  late  of  Welshpool. 
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We  find  D.  Lloyd's  signature  subscribed  to  some  of 
the  vestry  minutes  above  set  out. 

The  story  touching  David  Maiuice's  grave  is  that  the 
entombed  committed  suicide  in  the  river  Tannatt,  near 
to  his  father's  house,  Penybont  or  Glan  CynUeth.  The 
pool  till  lately  was  called  "  Llyn  Dafydd  Morris."  Tra- 
dition asserts  that  D.  Maurice,  of  Penybont,  caused  the 
"  Carreg  y  big,''  or  "stone  of  contention,''  to  be  removed 
from  the  centre  of  Llanrhaiadr  village,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  fighting  caused  by  the  assumption  of  the 
prize-fighter  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  title  of  "Cap- 
tain," by  leaping  on  the  stone  and  proclaiming  himself 
"Captain  Carreg  y  big."  This  was  carried  to  such  a 
pitch  that  the  vicar  of  Llanrhaiadr  begged  David 
Maurice  to  remove  the  stone,  which  he  did  with  a  team 
of  oxen,  and  placed  it  in  his  farm-yard  ;  when,  lo  !  and 
behold !  the  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  pigs,  like  mad- 
dened creatures,  danced  and  pranced  about  the  stone, 
and  ending  their  joust  with  horning,  bitinft  and  even- 
tually killing  each  other  at  the  shrme  of  the  "  stone  of 
contention." 

David  Maurice,  thinking  the  place  haimted  because 
of  the  stone,  caused  it  to  be  roUed  into  the  river  near  at 
hand,  thinking  the  "charm  would  be  thereby  broken," 
but,  sad  to  relate,  one  morning  he  himself  was  found 
drowned  in  the  pool  which  was  called  until  lately  "Llyn 
Dafydd  Morris." 

The  coimtry  people  look  at  the  death  of  David 
Maurice  as  a  just  retribution  because  he  had  removed 
the  "Carreg  y  big,"  which  was  said  to  be  a  boundary 
stone,  and  should  not  have  been  disturbed.  This  story 
received  general  credence ;  and  some  foundation  for  the 
tale  may  be  found  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the 
Quaker,  Richard  Davies,  of  Cloddiau  Cochion,  near 
Welshpool,  who  says  : — 

"So  that  year  [the  year  that  David  Maurice  was  High 
Sheriflf]  we  had  peace  and  quietnees  ;  and  when  his  Sheriffship 
was  over,  he  was  coming  through  a  brook  called  Llynlleth 
[CynUeth]  near  his  own  house  at  Penybont,  and  it  was  sup- 
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posed  his  horse  threw  him^  and  he  was  carried  down  into  the 
river  Tannat  a  considerable  way,  and  there  miserably 
perished/'^ 

This,  according  to  the  memoirs,  took  place  in  1674. 
R.  Davies  probably  confounds  the  father  with  the  son, 
both  being  of  the  same  name.  The  father  survived  the 
son  some  years,  his  monument  in  Llansilin  Church 
dating^  his  death  November  1st,  1719.  It  is  diflScultto 
account  for  this  discrepancy.  David  Maurice,  the  father, 
was  a  bitter  persecutor  of  the  Nonconformists,  but, 
strange  to  say,  there  are  arrears  of  church-rates  standing 
against  his  name  in  the  parish-book  even  to  this  day. 

Another  gravestone  worthy  of  notice  is  the  solitary  one 
at  the  back  of  the  church  between  the  new  church  and 
school-room.  This  stone  commemorates  the  last  resting- 
place  of  the  Rev.  J.  Jones,  vicar  of  this  parish  ;  he  died 
in  consequence  of  a  cut  received  in  his  leg  by  one  of  the 
mowers  in  the  hay-field.  At  his  special  request  he  was 
buried  in  this  solitary  spot,  the  place  generally  appor- 
tioned by  the  popular  superstition  of  the  parish  to  the 
burial  of  the  unbaptized,  the  excommunicated,  etc.  The 
stone  was  erected  by  Mrs.  Davies,  of  Trefwylan. 

Another  stone,  a  head-stone,  is  one  near  to  the  south 
waU  of  the  church,  and  has  on  it  a  very  curious  Welsh 
epitaph,  written  by  the  noted  royalist,  Hugh  Morris, 
Pont  y  meibion. 

"Cynghor." 
Arch  chwech,  yn  fynych,  erfynia-ras 

Tra  f  Vr  oes  hafota, 
Ti  gei  nef  i  hendrefa 

Cred  ddeuddeg^  cadw  ddeg  yn  dda. 

(Often  supplicate  six  [supplications  in  the  Lord's  Prayer]  and 
ask  for  grace ;  enjoy  life's  summer ;  thou  shalt  have  heaven  at 
last  to  dwell  in  [lit.  to  winter] ;  believe  twelve  [articles  of  the 
Creed];  keep  ten  [commandments]  well.) 

Another  commemorates  the  resting-place  of  a  family 

^  An  Account  of  the  Gonvincementy  Exercises^  Services  and  Travels 
of  thai  Ancient  Servant  of  the  Lordj  Bicliard  Davies,  third  edition, 
1771,  pp.  155-6. 
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remarkable  for  their  longevity,  their  united  ages 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  forty-two,  giving  an 
average  of  eighty-five  and  a-half,  the  youngest  being 
eighty,  the  eldest  ninety-four. 

The  churchyard  is  rather  bare  of  trees  peculiar  to 
such  places — a  fine  barberry,  two  yew  trees,  a  few  syca- 
more, and  a  fine  lime,  are  the  trees  that  shade  the  resting 
places  of  our  dead.  In  years  gone  by,  the  yew  trees 
were  the  receptacles  of  all  the  slam  vermin  of  the  parish  ; 
for  every  fox,  badger,  wild  cat,  fitchet,  and  stoat  killed 
was  hung  on  the  branches  of  the  yew  as  ocular  evidence 
of  the  success  of  the  claimant  for  the  fees  awarded  for 
its  capture.  Many  jokes  are  related  showing  how 
wardens  were  deceived  and  induced  to  pay  for  the 
killing  of  the  domestic  cat,  thinking  the  "  C&th  frech" 
presented  to  be  the  veritable  wild  cat  of  the  wood.  One 
of  the  last  of  the  wild  cats  was  killed  near  Bryntanat 
in  this  parish,  within  the  present  century,  a  great  hunt 
having  been  arranged  to  kill  the  noted  "wild  cat  of  the 
Coetiau  DAon  Abertannat." 

The  two  large  pUlars  of  the  gate  entering  the  church- 
yard at  the  west  end  were  erected  in  173] ,  during  the 
rectorate  of  the  Kev.  Kobert  Wynn,  D.D.,  which  fact 
is  commemorated  on  the  pillars. 

The  wall  around  the  churchyard  was  built  about  1 850, 
when  the  old  pound  and  stocks  (at  one  time  necessary 
appendages  of  the  parish  church)  were  removed  to  the 
place  where  they  now  stand,  being  on  a  portion  of 
a  garden  called  the  "Cain  Garden,"  a  glebe  which  is  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  E.  Hughes,  clerk.  The  old  people 
of  the  parish  apportioned  the  burjdng-ground  into  two 
parts,  viz.,  the  "Rich  ground,"  being  in  front  of  the 
church  from  the  porch,  and  at  the  east  end,  which  was 
the  sanctum  sanctorum,  and  the  "Poors  ground,"  to 
the  west  and  from  the  dial.  Great  aversion  was  shown 
by  the  parishioners  to  be  buried  in  this  part,  and  when 
the  favourite  part  was  filled,  the  west  end  had  to  be 
appropriated  for  interment,  but  to  this  day  the  clerk 
tells  us  there  is  a  prejudice  against  burying  there.    This 
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may,  however,  partly  arise  from  the  fact  of  this  part 
having  been  the  "play-ground"  of  the  parish, — the 
west  gable  end  of  the  church  having  been  neatly 
plastered  specially  for  baU  playing  I  Or  it  may  be 
from  a  fancy  to  be  buried  as  far  east  as  possible,  in  order 
to  be  nearest  and  first  to  receive  the  Judge  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead ! 

The  sun-dial  was  presented  to  the  parish  by  the  Rev. 
M.  Pryse,  curate  of  this  parish,  in  1810,  and  was  set  by 
Mrs.  Pryse ;  and  it  is  said  that  she,  being  an  active 
woman,  noted  for  her  timely  presence  in  church,  set  the 
dial  a  "  little  fast,"  so  as  to  induce  the  parishioners  to 
be  a  little  more  punctual  in  their  attendance  in  church. 
Near  the  principal  entrance  into  the  church-yard  is 
the  house  that  once  was  the  village  alehouse  (The  Ty'n 
y  llan),  where  all  the  "church  ales"  were  "drunk  on  the 
premises."  The  money  expended  here  at  weddings, 
christenings,  funerals,  etc.,  some  eighty  years  ago, 
was  very  great.  The  money  spent  at  funerals  was 
mostly  regulated  by  the  respect  m  which  the  departed 
was  held,  and  many  a  drunken  spree  resulted  from  the 
burying  of  "the  highly  respected ;"  for,  after  the  ale  paid 
for  bv  the  "cyfiieseifiaid"  (the  nearest  of  kin)  had  been 
drunk,  a  shot  of  6d,  each,  more  or  less,  would  be  col- 
lected from  the  friends  present,  and  expended  in  ale  I 
The  amount  expended  in  "  church  ales"  in  the  time  of 
old  Holyoke,  the  last  of  the  landlords,  must  have  added 
no  small  amount  to  his  total  receipts  ;  for,  in  the  year 
1814,  in  the  churchwardens'  account,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing items  : — 

£   8.    d. 
For  Psalm  Singers'  ale    .  .220 

For  Carol  Singers'  do.     .  .060 

This  old  alehouse  was  on  the  old  road  which,  sud- 
denly turning  by  the  Lion  and  then  to  the  left  by  the 
church-gate,  led  over  the  Winllan  for  Llanrhaiadr  and 
Bala,  and  was  a  great  route  for  Shrewsbury. 

On  the  closing  of  this  house  (which,  by  the  bye,  was 
free  from  church-rates)  the  above  part  of  the  business 
was  transferred  to  the  Lion  Inn. 
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No  money  being  now  expended  for  "church  ales/'  the 
only  part  of  the  Dusiness  remaining  is  the  occasional 
calling  of  a  few  old-fashioned  folks  after  the  burial  for  a 
glass  with  their  friends. 

Traditions. — To  the  traditions  already  mentioned  we 
may  add  the  following : — It  is  said  "that  a  long  time 
ago  there  was  a  church  in  one  of  the  fields  held  by 
Mrs.  Phillips,  of  Hendrefboeth,  that  is  near  the  yew- 
tree  in  Cae  Comin."  A  wood  close  by  is  called  Tan-y- 
lan  (beneath  the  church). 

An  old  tradition  ascribes  the  pools  near  Pont-y-pentre 
and  Cilrhiw  to  the  effects  of  lightning,  hence  <iie  name 
PwU  y  feUten  (the  lightning  pond). 

The  name  of  Llyn  Sion  y  'Sanau  (John  the  stocking- 
man's  pool)  is  given  to  one  of  the  pools  in  the  river 
(viz.,  the  deep  water  above  the  weir),  because  a  man  of 
the  name  of  John,  who  sold  stockings,  was  drowned 
there. 

It  is  said  that  a  horse-stealer  was  once  upon  a  time 
caught  in  a  place  fuU  of  briars  and  thorns  surrounding 
a  pool  in  one  of  the  fields  of  Tymawr ;  and  that  the 
field  was  ever  afterwards  called  Cae  llyn  lleidr  (the 
field  of  the  thiefs  pool).  He  was  one  of  the  "Lladron 
Bwlch  y  abau." 

Old  Customs. — Many  old  customs  are  now  dying  out. 
So  late  as  about  sixty  years  ago,  the  WinUan  people  in 
conveying  the  remains  of  their  relatives  to  the  church- 
yard for  burial  would  turn  aside  out  of  their  way  in 
order  to  place  the  bier  bearing  the  corpse  to  rest  under 
the  shade  of  a  mountain  ash  that  grew  on  the  middle 
of  the  conunon,  now  a  field  belonging  to  Plas-Onn.  This 
custom  was  so  deep-rooted  in  the  minds  of  the  common 
people,  that  every  corpse  without  exception  was  placed 
to  rest  under  the  shade  of  the  mountain  ash.  Peculiar 
virtues  and  magical  properties  were  also  attributed  to  the 
mountain  ash,  for  the  most  timid  felt  courageous  and  bold 
if  he  had  in  his  possession  a  twig  of  it  twisted  in  the 
shape  of  a  circle,  believing  that  neither  man  nor  demon 
haa  then  power  over  him.     Also  the  placing  of  two 
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twigs  of  iDOuntalD  ash  in  the  shape  of  a  cross  under  a 
chum  was  considered  a  great  help  to  the  making  of 
butter.  The  reason  given  for  all  this  reverence  paid  to 
the  mountain  ash  was  that  it  was  beUeved  to  be  the 
wood  from  which  our  Saviour's  cross  was  made. 

It  was  also  the  custom  very  lately  in  taking  a  corpse 
to  the  church-yard  for  burial,  for  the  procession  a  little 
before  reaching  the  top  of  **Cae  y  cyrph"(^^  corpses 
field)  to  turn  aside  on  the  left  along  slightly  rising 
ground  resembling  the  outline  of  a  mans  head  and 
shoulder — following  the  zigzag  course  along  the  ridge 
or  bank  till  they  came  to  the  hedge,  about  twenty-one 
yards'  distance  from  the  wall  of  the  vicarage  garden, 
then  suddenly  turning  to  the  right  and  m^dng  their 
exit  through  the  gate,  which  still  remains  abutting  on 
the  garden  wall.^  The  state  of  the  crop  was  of  little 
consequence  ;  and,  though  it  might  happen  to  be  a  crop 
of  hay  knee- deep,  it  was  deemed  essential  to  carry  the 
corpse  through  it  along  the  same  path  over  which  its 
predecessors  had  for  ages  gone  to  their  long  home. 
The  path  was  called  "ysgwydd  y  corph"  {the  corpse's 
shoulder).  Years  ago  tnere  stood  a  small  gate  about  a 
yard  from  the  sycamore  tree,*  and  exactly  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  path  above  described,  and  at  this  gate 
the  clergyman  met  the  fimeral  procession  and  began  to 
read  the  service, — "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life," 
etc.  That  gate  was  called  "  Llidiart  y  cyrph"  {the  corpse 
gate),  and  the  path  from  it  to  the  chiirch  porch  "canllath 
y  corph"  {the  corpse's  hundred  yards).  The  last  corpse 
taken  along  the  old  path  was  that  of  Bichard  Jones, 
Bont,  at  his  own  request,  in  the  year  1852.  The 
sketch  given  in  the  following  page  will  explain  the 
above. 

It  was  also  an  old  custom  for  all  attending  a  funeral, 
on  entering  the  "corpse  field",  to  take  off  the  hat  at  the 
gateway  near  to  where  the  machine-house  now  stands, 

^  This  gate  is  now  removed. 

^  The  gateway  and  hedgerow  have  been  removed,  bat  the  syca- 
more tree  remains. 
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and  commence  singing  a  hymn,  which  was  continued  (all 
being  bareheaded)  till  the  funeral  procession  reached 
the  "corpse  gate"  at  the  upper  end  of  the  field,  where 
the   officiating  clergyman   met  them  and  began  the 


service. 


There  was  another  custom  worth  recording  in  con- 
nection with  a  weU  on  part  of  the  Ffiridd  called  Merry- 
green  Well.  Years  ago  lads  and  lasses  assembled  together 
there  on  festival  days,  chiefly  on  Palm  Sunday,  to  dance, 
play  tennis  and  ball,  wrestle,  and  throw  the  stone  or 
bar.  On  such  occasions  a  harpist  or  fiddler  was  engaged 
to  promote  the  entertainment  of  the  assembled  company ; 
and  all  who  came  there  with  great  formality  drank  some 
of  the  water  from  the  well  mixed  with  sugar,  but  we 
are  sorry  to  add  that  generally  they  did  not  go  home 
without  drinking  something  stronger  and  worse  in  its 
effects  than  sugared  water.  The  origin  of  these  sports 
is  lost  in  obscurity.  Possibly  they  may  have  been 
vestiges  of  old  Druidical  festivals,  preserved  by  the 
Romish  Chinrch  to  honour  particular  saints.     However, 
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similar  customs  may  be  found  in  almost  every  parish  in 
Wales,  especially  on  the  borders ;  and  often  there  hap- 
pened to  be  a  spot  centrally  situated  between  four  or 
five  parishes  where  the  inhabitants  assembled  together 
to  witness  the  heroes  of  their  several  parishes  displajdng 
their  skill  in  the  various  sports.  There  are  some  old 
people  still  living  who  remember  such  friendly  contests 
on  the  playground  which  lies  under  the  shadow  of  the 
large  trees  at  the  Golfa,  near  Llangedwyn.  The  follow- 
ing festivals  were  also  formerly  kept  in  addition  to  those 
observed  in  other  parishes ; — 

Fasts,  Feasts,  and  Festivals. 

New  Year's  Day. — It  is  customary  in  these  parts  for 
manv  persons  to  go  about  on  this  day  to  ask  for  "  cale- 
nig,'  or  a  "  New  Year's  Gift."  They  start  early,  so  that 
they  may  visit  all  their  friends  before  twelve  o'clock, 
when  the  time  for  giving  it  expires.  Serenades  proper 
to  the  season  are  sung,  ending  with  the  refrain  *'  a 
happy  new  year  and  a  merry  Christmas  to  you," 

''  And  now  IVe  done  and  finished  my  song. 
No  longer  can  I  stay  here ; 
God  bless  you  all,  both  great  and  small. 
And  I  wish  you  a  happy  New  Year.^* 

The  following  quaint  old  rhyme  is  repeated  by  the 
yoimgsters  on  their  rounds — "new  year's"  gifting,  as 
they  term  the  custom  : — 

The  cock  is  in  the  yew  tree. 

The  hen  is  chuckling  by. 
Good  master  or  good  mistress. 

Please  give  me  a  mince  pie. 
The  road  is  very  dirty. 

And  my  shoes  are  veiy  thin, 
IVe  got  a  little  pocket. 

To  put  a  penny  in. 

And  then  a  hearty  shout  of  "  Please  to  give  me  a  New 
Year's  gift"  followed. 

The  Patron  Saint's  Festival  or  Wakes  the  Sunday  next 
before  February  the  i2th. — There  is  but  little  honour 
paid  to  this  festival  in  our  days,  but  at  the  beginning 
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of  this  century  the  preparations  for  it  were  very  great. 
The  feast  began  on  the  Sunday,  and  high  holiday  was 
kept  until  Wednesday  night — sometimes  until  Thurs- 
day night.  Friends  and  relatives  visited  each  other, 
and  were  entertained  with  the  playing  of  harp  or  fiddle 
(for  a  harper  or  fiddler  was  always  engaged) ;  an  "  in- 
terlude" or  two  was  played  during  the  festival ;  the 
morris  dancers  went  from  house  to  house;  a  day  for 
hunting  was  appointed,  and  the  himtsmen  and  their 
friends  of  both  sexes  met  at  one  of  the  village  public- 
houses,  where  a  grand  ball  was  held  in  the  evening. 
Nor  were  the  poor  forgotten,  for  there  was  a  particular 
portion  proviaed  for  them  called  "  the  wakes'  meat." 
Thus  both  rich  and  poor  vied  together  in  enjoyment 
during  "the  wakes'  week"  The  whole  of  the  feasting, 
singing,  sports,  and  pastimes  were  brought  to  a  close 
by  the  election  of  a  "  Mayor  of  the  Wakes."  A  neces- 
sary qualification  for  this  oflSce  was  that  the  candidate 
must  have  spent  the  whole  of  the  time  from  Sunday 
morning  till  Wednesday  night  in  the  public-houses  in  a 
state  of  drunkenness  without  once  visiting  his  family  I 
When  a  person  was  found  who  had  attained  this  stan- 
dard, haste  was  made  to  deck  him  with  ribbons,  gar- 
lands, and  evergreens;  he  was  placed  in  a  chair,  or 
sometimes  a  wheelbarrow,  holding  a  large  jug  in  his 
right  hand,  carried  up  and  down  the  village,  and  pro- 
claimed the  Mayor  of  the  Wakes  until  the  next  wakes. 
By  Friday  morning  aU  the  feasting  and  merriment 
was  at  an  end. 
Shrove  Tuesday. — 

"  Dydd  Mawrth  Ynyd 
Ponca  bob  mnnyd.*' 

So  says  the  old  couplet,  and  so  indeed  it  was  in  almost 
every  house  in  the  neighbourhood.  From  early  mom 
tUl  rather  late  in  the  aftiemoon  the  pan  was  scarcely  out 
of  the  cook's  hand.  It  was  considered  a  great  feat  to  turn 
the  pancake  by  throwing  it  up  in  the  air,  so  as  to  fall 
flat  on  its  face  in  the  pan  again  ;  and  great  disappoint- 
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iiient  ensued  if  it  fell  on  the  floor  instead.  Owing  to 
the  great  demand  for  eggs  on  this  day,  woe  be  to  the 
hen  that  did  not  lay  before  twelve  o'clock  ;  for  in  such 
a  case  it  became  necessary,  according  to  the  old  custom, 
to  "thrash  the  hen,"  which  was  done  in  the  following 
singular  fashion  :  The  hen  was  taken  to  the  centre  of  a 
green  meadow,  where  a  turf  was  cut  and  a  bole  made, 
wherein  the  hen  was  buried  under  the  turf,  her  head 
alone  being  out.  Then  any  person  who  wished  to  try 
to  strike  her  with  a  stick,  might  do  so — ^a  bandage 
being  first  placed  over  his  eyes — ^and  this  process  was 
repeated  until  some  one  succeeded  in  striking  her,  when 
she  became  his  property.  The  hen  was  kept  until  the 
following  day,  when  sne  was  killed,  cooked,  and  eaten 
with  considerable  ceremony.  The  poor  so  about  col- 
lecting gifts  of  lard  and  flour  this  day,  which  is  called 
**  blowta  a  blonega".  This  custom  is  in  vogue  to  this 
day  (1870). 

Palm  Sunday. — Tears  ago  the  parishioners  met  on 
the  top  of  Bryncoch,  bringing  their  cups  with  them,  to 
drink  water  from  the  "Merry  Green  Well,"  mixed  with 
sugar,  and  there  they  remained  until  m'ght, entertained 
with  harp-playing,  dancing,  and  various  sports  and 
pastimes. 

Easter  Sunday. — ^The  churchyard  looks  very  pretty 
on  this  day.  The  graves  are  all  beautifully  decked  with 
flowers  of  various  coloiu^,  and  with  evergreens,  laven- 
der, box  and  laurel  being  the  favourites  ;  and  no  pains 
are  considered  too  great  to  be  taken  by  friends  and 
relatives  for  the  adornment  of  the  graves  of  their  de- 
parted kinsmen  and  friends.  I  remember  seeing  a 
gentleman  who  had  forgotten  to  send  flowers  the  day 
efore,  turning  to  gather  some  which  grew  in  the 
churchyard,  for  the  piupose  of  decking  his  little  daugh- 
ters grave.  The  only  reason  given  by  the  common 
people  for  this  custom  is  that  they  wish  to  show  a  mark 
of  respect  for  their  departed  friends,  and  that  they  have 
not  forgotten  them. 

''Pull  ye,  haul  ye'  Monday  and  Tuesday  (begimiing 
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of  April). — On  Monday  tliree  or  four  men,  dressed  and 
adorned  with  ribbon  favours,  might  be  seen  some  thirty 
years  ago,  setting  forth,  bearing  a  chair  also  adorned  in 
like  manner.  Having  got  all  things  ready  they  would  go 
from  house  to  house  wherever  young  maidens  were 
known  to  reside,  whom  they  seized  and  placed  one  by 
one  in  the  chair,  raising  it  thus  loaded  three  times,  and 
then  kissing  the  young  lady  so  lifted,  for  which  she  had 
to  give  the  men  some  small  gift,  which  was  called  her 
"reward."  On  the  Tuesday  an  opportunity  was  given  to 
the  young  women  to  do  the  same  to  the  men.  This  old 
custom  has  fallen  into  disuse  for  many  years ;  but  there 
was  a  time  when  respectable  young  women  would  not 
be  seen  out  of  doors  before  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  but 
kept  within  their  houses  with  the  doors  locked — for 
nothing  short  of  locks  or  bolts  would  keep  out  the 
Lifters  ;  and  great  was  their  relief  when  afternoon  came 
that  day.  The  custom  was  originally  meant,  it  is  said, 
to  represent  the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour — ^the  dressing 
being  intended  to  set  forth  the  clothing  of  our  Lord 
with  the  purple  robe;  the  lifting,  the  nailing  upon  the 
cross ;  the  kiss,  the  betrayal ;  tihie  reward,  the  thirty 
pieces  of  silver. 

May-day. — It  was  the  custom  for  persons  to  get  up 
early  on  this  day  to  search  the  meadows  and  fields  for 
May  flowers.  Having  found  suitable  ones,  they  re- 
turned home  and  adorned  the  house  outside,  the  door, 
windows,  and  the  little  gate,  and  strewed  the  path 
leading  to  the  house  with  these  golden  flowers.  The 
first  sound  that  greeted  the  ear  at  dawn  of  day  was  the 
"  singuig  under  the  wall"  ("Canu  dan  y  Pared")  of  the 
May  or  summer  carol,  in  which  the  blessing  of  heaven 
was  invoked  on  everything  connected  with  the  house 
and  family.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  May 
carol : — 

"  Fe  ddaeth  yr  hM  blodeuog, 
Wych  rinwedd  at  eich  rhiniog, 
Edryehwch  mor  feillionog 
Yw'eh  meusydd  rywiog  rai, 
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A*r  adar  drwy  gytundeb 

Sydd  wyneb  oil  yn  wyneb 

Ffrwyth  enau  mewn  ffraethineb 

Tn  ateb  mwynder  Mai/* — Blodeugerdd,  p.  307. 

As  the  sports  of  the  Village  Green  were  wont  to  be 
revived  in  the  month  of  May,  we  will  here  give 
some  reminis'cences  of  them.  Probably  almost  every 
village  and  hamlet  on  the  borders  possessed  a  "  green'* 
(or  Twmpath  chwareu),  as  numerous  localities  still  bear 
the  name.  Here  the  inhabitants  assembled  together 
for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  themselves  with  sports  and 

Eastimes,  but  principally  dancing.  Their  ori^n  is  un- 
nown,  and  now  these  customs  have  entirely  feJlen  into 
disuse.  The  scene,  as  it  was  wont  to  appear  on  summer 
evenings,  is  described  as  a  very  striking  one — the  soft 
and  sweet  tones  of  the  harp  and  the  dancing  of  the 
coimtry  people  in  their  holiday  attire  in  one  place  ; 
while  in  another  tennis-playing,  bowling,  throwing  the 
stone  or  beam,  or  wrestling,  went  on  (under  the  super- 
vision of  some  veteran  as  master  of  the  ceremonies),  all 
observing  strictly  the  rules  of  the  green. 

The  green  was  generally  situated  on  the  top  of  a  hill, 
on  ground  higher  than  any  which  surrounded  it.  It 
was  adapted  for  the  purpose  by  levelling  the  surface  of 
the  ground  and  raising  a  small  mound  of  earth  in  the 
centre  where  the  harpist  or  fiddler  sat.  This  was  called 
the  Twmpath.  Occasionally  a  large  stone  was  made 
use  of  instead  of  a  mound,  as  at  Cefn  Lyfiiog,  in  this 
parish.  Sometimes  the  mound  was  decked  with 
branches  of  oak,  and  those  who  joined  in  the  play 
danced  in  a  circle  around  the  musician,  the  mound,  and 
the  branch.  A  sort  of  fund  belonging  to  the  mound 
was  raised,  out  of  which  the  musician  waa  paid.  These 
games  seem  to  have  been  kept  up  throughout  the 
summer, — ^farmers  and  others  leaving  their  work 
generally  at  4  p.m.  for  the  purpose  of  attending. 

When  the  end  of  summer  approached,  great  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  performing  the  ceremony  of  ending 
the  games, — "Tori  Pen  y  Twmpath,"  (literally  "behead- 
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ing  the  mound,")  being  the  last  evening  of  the  sports. 
The  common  people  crowded  together  there  that  evening, 
the  most  accomplished  musician  was  hired  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  a  feast  was  prepared  for  those  who  took  part 
in  the  sports,  which  was  paid  for  out  of  the  fund.  There 
were  in  this  parish  four  mounds  or  village  greens, 
namely,  the  Collfryn,  the  "Merry  Green"  at  Bryncoch, 
at  the  Fownog,  and  at  Cefn  Llyfnog ;  but  the 
competitions  between  the  various  parishes  in  dancing 
and  other  sports  and  games  were  decided  at  the  Golfa 
Mound  near  Llangedwyn.  The  stone  in  the  centre  of 
the  green  at  Cefn  Llyfnog  is  called  "Y  Gareg  Iwyd" 
(the  grey  stone),  and  the  field  called  "Cae  r  gareg 
Iwyd"  (the  field  of  the  grey  or  blessed  stone).  *'Llwyd' 
is  used  sometimes  to  signify  "blessed."  In  Gwent  and 
Glamorgan  the  Virgin  Mary  is  called  "Man  Lwyd," 

and  Ehys  Goch  Eryri  says  : — 

* 

"  Lhvydion  fu'r  saint  geraint  gu, 
Disyml  a  llvryd  yw  lesu.'^ 

Sul  y  PySy  or  Pea  Sunday  (the  Fourth  Sunday  in 
Lent). — A  custom  prevailed  among  the  old  inhabitants 
of  this  parish  of  roasting  peas  or  wheat  grains,  and  then 
taking  them  to  the  top  of  the  Foel,  there  to  be  eaten 
with  very  great  ceremony,  and  drinking  water  out  of  the 
well  on  the  Foel.  This  was  done  near  the  spot  where  the 
church  was  to  have  been  built.  It  is  probable  also  that 
our  forefathers  sent  presents  to  each  other  on  this  day, 
for  it  was  an  old  saying  with  our  mothers  when  asked  for 
a  gift,  "You  shall  have  it  on  Pea  Sunday."  The  custom 
of  eating  peas  was  part  of  the  Lent  fasting,  and  the  old 
people  believed  that  they  would  be  choked  if  they  ate 
peas  before  Lent  1 

June  11th,  or  St.  Bamaby's  Day,  was  ushered  in  by 
the  ringing  of  the  bells,  for  in  the  churchwardens'  ao- 
coimts  for  1733  we  find  the  following  item  : — 

For  Ringing  of  Bells  29  of  May,  11  of  June,  and 

5  of  November         .  .  .  .     00  04     6 
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And  this  was  the  regular  fee  for  years.  Before  the 
change  of  style  the  11th  of  June  was  the  day  of  the 
summer  solstice.  This  was  proverbially  expressed  in 
England — 

"  Bamaby  bright. 
The  longest  day  and  the  shortest  night. '^ 

Many  customs  expressive  of  joy  were  customary  on  this 
day. 

St.  Swithin's  Day. — The  general  superstition  con- 
nected with  this  day  prevails  also  here — ^viz.,  that  if  it 
rains  on  this  day  it  will  continue  to  do  so  for  forty  days 
afterwards.  There  is  also  a  custom  among  old  people  of 
receiving  the  rain  that  falls  on  St.  Swithin's  day  and 
using  it  as  an  eye  lotion,  it  being  considered  to  possess 
rare  medicinal  qualities,  not  the  least  of  its  virtues 
being  that  the  water  will  keep  untainted  for  long  years. 
A  bottle  of  this  water  is  kept  by  a  family  in  this  parish 
at  this  day  (Dec.  27, 1867)  to  be  applied  in  cases  of  sore 
or  inflamed  eyes ! 

Hallow  Eve,  October  31st. — There  are  many  observ- 
ances connected  with  this  feast  which  were  formerly 
kept  with  the  utmost  zeal.  In  the  first  place,  the 
bonfire.  Having  collected  together  a  quantity  of  fern, 
gorse,  straw,  and  thombushes  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  the 
people  waited  until  dark  before  they  set  tire  to  the  heap, 
then  while  it  was  burning  they  placed  in  it  potatoes  and 
apples  to  roast,  shouting,  leaping,  and  dancing  the  while 
around  the  fire  ;  then  tney  ate  by  the  light  of  the  bon- 
fire the  apples  and  potatoes  which  had  been  roasted. 
When  the  fire  had  burnt  itself  out,  and  the  eating  of 
the  apples,  etc.,  was  finished,  there  were  sports  provided 
in  the  house.  A  large  and  deep  vessel  was  filled  with 
water,  and  pieces  of  silver  were  placed  at  the  bottom, 
apples  to  float  on  the  surface,  and  the  parties  present 
were  invited  to  try  their  skill  in  picking  up  with  their 
teeth  and  bringing  out  of  the  water  the  coins  and 
apples.  Apples  were  also  suspended  by  cords  from  the 
ceiling,  to  seize  hold  of  which  with  the  teeth  attempts 
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were  made  which  caused  much  merriment  to  the  by- 
standers. Then  came  the  supper,  including  the  *'  mash 
of  nine  sorts"  {stnrmp  naw  rhyw),  and  carefully  concealed 
therein  a  wedding  ring  was  placed.  The  dish  was  sur- 
roimded  by  those  who  were  anxious  to  know  their  fate, 
each  with  a  spoon  in  his  hand,  who  ate  of  the  mash. 
Whoever  was.  lucky  enough  to  find  the  ring  was  the 
person,  it  was  said,  who  would  first  be  married,  and 
considerable  faith  was  placed  in  the  omen.  The  nine 
ingredients  which  went  to  make  up  the  mash  or  com- 
pound were  the  following :  potatoes,  carrots,  turnips, 
peas,  parsnips,  leeks,  pepper,  salt,  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  new  milk  to  make  it  of  the  proper  con- 
sistency. This  dish  of  food  was  the  common  supper  of 
most  families  in  this  parish  at  one  time  on  Hallow- 
eve. 
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Chap.  VII. — Biographical. 

Llansantffraid  cannot  boast  of  eminent  men  either  in 
science  or  literature.  First  and  foremost,  and,  indeed, 
the  only  great  literary  star  we  have,  is  William  Beve- 
RiDGE,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph ;  for,  according  to 
Willis'  Survey  of  St.  Asaph,  by  Edwards,  p.  137,  vol  1, 
we  are  told  that  the  bishop  at  one  time  lived  here.  The 
following  is  extracted  : — "  I  have  been  credibly  informed 
that  his  lordship  resided  at  Collfryn,  in  Llansantflfraid 
yn  Mechain,  county  of  Montgomery,  where  he  composed 
many  of  his  works."  The  good  bishop's  books  were  in 
great  esteem  in  Wales,  and  many  translations  of  his 
works  have  appeared  in  Welsh,  the  most  popular  of 
which  was  Medayliau  Neillduol  ar  grefydd,  or  "  Private 
Thoughts  upon  Religion."  One  of  his  sermons  was 
published  and  printed  in  the  Methodist  settlement  of 
Trefecca,  in  1776. 

The  celebrated  Gwallter  Mechain  [Walter  Davies] 
also  hved  here  for  some  time,  and  here  were  nursed  two 
of  the  chief  harpists  of  Wales,  namely  : — 

William  Hughes,  (the  son  of  John  Hughes,  himself 
a  violinist  of  no  mean  order),  bom  1798,  was  a  fine 
player  on  the  Welsh  or  triple  harp.  The  brilliancy  of 
his  execution  often  led  him  in  his  variations  to  intro- 
duce many  improvised  passages.  He  received  most  of 
his  musical  education  from  his  father,  but  finished  his 
studies  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Connah,  the 
weU-kno wn  harpist  of  Ilhuabon.  W.  Hughes's  first  entry 
as  a  competitor  for  honours,  as  player  on  his  native 
instrument,  was,  when  twenty-two  years  old,  at  the 
Wrexham  Eisteddfod,  September  21st,  1820,^  when  not 
less  than  ten  performers  competed, — Richard  Roberts 
and  Benjamin  Connah  (Hughes's  late  music  teacher) 
being  two  of  the  principal  players,  against  whom  John 

1  CanibrO'BrU.,  vol.  ii,  p.  140. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


PARISH   OF  LLANSANTPPRAID.  159 

Parry  appears  to  have  said  that  the  young  players  were 
playing  at  a  disadvantage,  saying  of  Hughes  and  another 
that  they  were  very  young  men,  having  had  twenty  years' 
less  experience  in  practice  than  Roberts  and  Connah,yet 
that  they  executed  "  Pen  rhaw"  with  variations  in  a  very 
masterly  style,  and  that  if  they  continued  to  study  they 
would  soon  be  amongst  the  first  performers  on  the 
"  Welsh  Harp."  We  next  find  our  harpist  at  Carnar- 
von, September,  1821,  competing  against  ten  others  for 
the  first  prize,  the  master  and  pupil  again  in  the  same 
arena.^  After  a  vigorous  and  doubtful  contest,  especially 
between  three  of  the  performers,  the  first  prize,  a  silver 
harp  and  twenty  guineas  added,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  W. 
Hughes, — the  successful  candidate  being  invested  with 
the  prize  appended  to  a  blue  ribbon,  by  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Irby.  So  great  was  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the 
"little  harpist"  was  received  on  his  success,  that  he 
was  chaired  by  his  friends  through  the  streets  of  Car- 
narvon, and  at  home  the  bells  rang  for  three  days.  He 
next  competed  at  Welshpool  in  1 824,  but  being  intoxi- 
cated at  the  time  he  failed  in  his  playing.  The  rest  of 
his  life  he  followed  the  vocation  of  a  house-painter,  and 
ended  his  days  as  a  player,  at  an  hotel  in  Liverpool. 
Had  William  been  of  sooer  habits,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  he  would  have  made  his  mark  amongst  his 
compatriots,  the  Welsh  harpists.  He  died  1866,  and 
was  buried  by  strangers  in  a  cemetery  at  Liverpool 

His  son,  Edwakd  Hughes  (Eos  Maldwyn),  won  many 
Eisteddfodic  honours,  not  the  least  of  which  was  a 
grand  Welsh  harp  won  at  Abergavenny  Eisteddfod,  to- 

g ether  with  a  silver  medal  presented  to  him  by  the 
and  of  Lady  Hall,  Llanover  (Gwenynen  Gwent),  He 
died  of  consumption,  December  9th,  1862,  at  the  New 
York  Hotel,  Union  Street,  Liverpool,  having  been  play- 
ing on  his  favourite  instrument  but  three  days  previous 
to  his  death.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  first  Welsh 
harpists  of  his  day,  but  his  very  simple  and  bashful 
manner,  bordering  on  childishness,  was  the  barrier 
^  CamhrO'Brlt.,  vol.  iii,  p.  58. 
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which  kept  him  a  simple  player  at  an  hotel ;  indeed, 
his  old  grandmother  often  said,  that "  Nedi  was  a  child 
everywhere,  but  sitting  at  his  harp  he  was  a  prince." 

Another  of  our  worthies,  and  who  did  more  towards 
the  moral  good  of  his  fellow-men  than  could  have  been 
expected  from  one  moving  in  the  circle  in  which  he 
found  himself,  Mr.  Richard  Owen,  was  brought  up  to 
the  tailoring  business,  but  which  he  soon  relinquished, 
and  entered  Carnarvon  training  college,  with  a  view  to 
entering  on  the  calling  of  village  sdioolmaster,  which 
vocation  he  very  successfully  held  for  a  number  of 
years.  Gentlemen  moving  in  high  circles  were  educated 
m  his  school,  and  many  thousands  of  all  classes  were 
under  his  tuition.  He  died  March  6th,  1849,  in  the 
sixtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred  near  Gwerny- 
pant  Chapel,  LlansantflFraid. 


Chap.  VIII. — Nonconformity. 

The  Nonconformists  have  laboured  in  this  parish  from 
an  early  period,  and  the  results  of  their  labours  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  six  flourishing  and  active  Nonconformist 
churches  which  still  exist  here.  The  Independents 
appear  to  have  been  first  in  the  field,  for  we  find  that 
on  July  23rd,  1652,  a  public  disputation  took  place 
near  the  New  Chapel,  Penrhos,  between  Dr.  George 
Griffith,  Rector  of  Llanymynech  (afterwards  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph),  and  the  celebrated  Mr.  Vavasor  Powell, 
pastor  of  the  Independent  churches  in  these  parts.  The 
discussion  excited  great  interest  at  the  time,  but  ended 
in  mutual  recriminations,  both  parties  claiming  the  vic- 
tory. Pamphlets  containing  a  full  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings were  published  which  may  be  found  among  the 
King's  pamphlets  in  the  British  Museum,  from  which 
we  give  the  following  selections  : — 

The  title-page  of  the  first  pamphlet,  printed  it  ap- 
pears by  Dr.  Griffith  or  his  friends,  is  as  follows  : — 
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''  A  Bold  Challenge  of  an  ithierant  Preacher  (V.  P.^)  wo- 
destly  answered  by  a  local  Minister  (G.  G.*),  to  whom  it  wa^s  sent 
and  delivered  ;  and  several  letters  thereupon/' — ''  Printed  in 
the  year  1652/'     (No  name  of  printer  or  office.) 

The  "challenge"  referred  to  was  dated  11th  June, 
1652,  and  was  as  follows  *'The  questions  underneath 
(or  under-written)  are  humbly  offered  to  any  minister  or 
scholar  that  oppose  us  or  the  way  we  walk  in. 

'^  1  Qu.  Whether  your  calling  or  ours,  which  you  so  much 
speake  against,  be  the  most  warrantable  and  nearest  the  word 
of  God? 

"  2  Qu.  Whether  your  mixed  ways  or  our  ways  of  separa* 
tion  be  nearest  the  word  of  God  ? 

''  This  I  or  some  of  my  Brethren  will  be  content  in  the  spirit 
of  love  to  dispute  publicly  or  privately. 

"Vavasob  Powell." 

This  pamphlet  is  but  a  small  tract  of  eight  pages,  con- 
taining the  above  "  challenge/'  with  two  letters  in  Latin 
by  Dr.  Griffith,  and  one  by  Mr.  V.  PoweU.  The  latter 
is  described  in  the  introduction  as  a  "  young,  bold  chal- 
lenger," a  "  pretender,"  &c.,  and  Dr.  G.  as  "  grave  and 
learned."  V.  P.  dates  his  letter  from  Red  Castle  (Powis 
Castle)  and  Dr.  G.  from  "  Llanymynach,  Agri  Salop," 
all  in  the  month  of  June,  1652. 

The  second  pamphlet  has  the  following  title-page  : — 

^^  A  Welsh  narrative  corrected  and  taught  to  speale  true 
Engliah  and  some  Latin  ;  or.  Animadversions  on  an  imperfect 
relation  in  the  ^Perfect  Diumall,^  Number  138,  Aug.  2,  1652, 
containing  a  Narration  of  the  Disputation  between  Br.  Griffith 
and  Mr.  Vavasor  Powell,  near  Neiv  Chappell  in  Montgomery^ 
shire,  July  23,  1652.  London,  Printed  by  A.  M.  for  John 
Brovrtie,  at  the  Ouilded  Acorns  in  8t.  PauVs  Churchyard,  1653/' 

From  this  we  learn  that  Mr.  Hildersham,  a  Presby- 
terian, was  the  moderator  "in  the  unavoidable  absence 

1  Vavasor  Powell.  *  Dr.  Griffith. 

8  The  Perfect  IHumall  was  a  periodical  in  which  was  ptiblished 
tho  "latest  intelligence"  of  the  movements  of  the  Parliamentary 
array,  together  with  every  or  any  information  interesting  to  the 
Government.  Enqniries  were  made  for  No.  138,  bat  it  was  not  to 
be  fonnd  amongst  the  pamphlets. 

VOL.  IV.  M 
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of  another  and  well  known  orthodox  divine  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood who  desired  to  do  that  office  for  the  dis- 
putants." 

The  title-page  of  the  third  pamphlet  is  as  follows  : — 

'^  A  relation  of  a  Disputation  betiveen  Dr,  Orifith  and  Mr, 
Vavasor  Powell.  And  since  some  false  observations  made 
thereon  by  Dr.  Griffith  (or  one  of  his  symonicall  Brethren)  to 
keep  up  the  cracket  credit  of  their  bad  calling  and  cause.  Also 
to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Moston^  (whom  they  supposed  to  be  the 
author  of  that  relation),  Mr.  Powell  and  others.  This,  there- 
fore, is  to  show  briefly  the  falsitie  of  those  animadversions  ; 
and  with  all  to  justify  that  syllogism  (objected  agaiust  by  him) 
by  good  authors,  examples  and  arguments — 1  Tim.,  iv,  2. 
They  speak  lies  in  hypocrisie,  having  their  conscience  seared 
with  a  hot  iron.  London,  Printed  by  M.  S.,  and  are  to  be 
sold  by  Livewell  Chapman  at  the  Crowne  in  Pope's  head  Alley, 
1652-1653.'' 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  quote  the  full  account 
given  in  the  above  pamphlets  of  the  disputation  which 
was  conducted  after  the  dry,  crucial,  and  scholastic  man- 
ner of  those  days,  and  ended,  as  might  have  been  antici- 
pated, in  leaving  both  parties  "of  the  same  opinion 
stiQ."  The  Doctors  friends  claimed  all  the  know- 
ing men  of  the  company  on  their  side,  which  Vavasor 
Powell  strongly  denied,  saying  that  there  were  about  a 
dozen  University  men  of  his  side  besides  several  scores 
of  godly  men,  "  who  were  able  to  catechise  your  profane 
brethren  the  ejected  priests,  who  were  better  known  by 
their  adultery,  drunkenness,  swearing,  gaming  and  re- 
belling against  the  State,  than  by  their  godly  preaching 
or  conversation."  He  gives  as  his  reason  for  sending  the 
challenge,  "  the  doctor  s  invective  sermons  against  the 
godly  ministers  and  people,"  and  he  accuses  him  (the 
doctor)  of  conniving  at  the  introduction  into  his  parish 
and  setting  up  "  of  a  scandalous  enterlude  or  play,  and 

^  Ambrose  Moston  or  Mostyn,  the  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Mostyn  of 
Callcott  in  Flintshire,  was  niinister  of  the  Independent  Church  at 
Wrexham  in  1659.  When  he  came  from  the  University  (of  Oxford) 
he  preached  for  some  time  in  connection  with  Mr.  V.  Powell  at  the 
Red  Castle  in  Montgomeryshire.  Rees*  Nonconformity  in  Wales^ 
p.  63. 
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that  by  the  children  of  some  of  the  ejected  clergy,  which 
was  in  oppoeition  to  the  '  Directory'^  and  the  Act  of 
Parliament."  We  are  also  informed  that  there  were 
"at  least  (in  this  county  of  Montgomery)  weekly 
preached  about  sixty  sermons." 

Vavasor  Powell's  labours  in  these  parts  were  very 
great.  Churches  were  formed  by  him  or  during  his 
ministry  at  Llanfechain,  in  1669,  in  the  houses  of  Arthur 
Chidlow  and  Richard  Troglus,  or  Irollus.  The  latter 
was  imprisoned,  in  1680,  at  Welshpool,  on  a  writ  "c?e 
excommunicato  capiendo.'^  From  this  time,  in  spite 
of  the  horrors  of  the  Welshpool  prison,  the  "  Conven- 
ticle Act,"  the  "  Five  Mile  Act,"  and  other  instruments 
adopted  for  the  persecution  of  Nonconformists,  and 
although  David  Maurice,  Esq.,  of  Penybont,  "a  bitter 
persecutor,"  lived  on  the  confines  of  the  parish,  the 
persecuted  dissenters  "  met,"  now  at  Pantmawr,  in  the 
parish  of  Guilsfield ;  Capel  yr  hirbryd,  in  the  parish 
of  Meifod  ;  Llanfyllin,  Llanfechain,  and  later,  at 
Samey,  as  circumstances  allowed  :  distance  or  the  bad 
state  of  the  roads  having  no  weight  with  the  undaunted 
Nonconformist.  The  communion  table,  a  curious  old 
piece  of  furniture,  which  did  service  for  Vavasor 
Powell  and  his  church  at  Pantmawr,  is  now  (1870),  a 
neglected  and  unappreciated  piece  of  lumber  at  the 
Samey  chapeL 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  we  find 
the  Independents  gaining  strength  and  courage.  Mr. 
Thomas  Moreton  of  Pentreheilyn  (Rowland  Heilyn's 
old  homestead),  in  1795,  having  "  recorded,"  his  house 
had  preaching  and  services  held  therein.  On  his 
removal,  John  Badda  of  Brynmawr  had  preaching  in 
his  house,  and  in  1805  the  "  Tynewydd,"  as  it  was 
then  called  (now  occumed  by  the  writer  of  this  paper^, 
was  recorded  in  the  Episcopal  Registry  at  St.  Asapn 
as  required  by  the  Toleration  Act.  Services  were  held 
regularly  in  this  house  until  1827,  when  a  chapel  waa 

1  {.  e.  **  A  Directory  for  public  worship**  estabUshed  by  an  Or- 
dinance of  Parliament  bearing  date  January  8,  1644j-1645. 

M  2 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


164 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


built  near  the  village  on  land  presented  by  the  late 
Mr.  David  Jones,  grocer.  The  chapel  has  since  been 
twice  enlarged  at  a  total  cost  of  £420,  and  has  sittings 
for  220  persons. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  parish,  Mr.  Thomas 
Moreton,  junr.  (son  of  Mr.  Moreton  of  Pentreheilyn), 
had  preaching  at  his  house  at  Aethnen  in  1 790.  In 
1798,  John  Davies,  tailor,  Penygroes,  had  his  house 
recorded  and  had  regular  services  held  in  it,  and  the 
pastor  of  the  churches  meeting  at  Aethnen  and  Peny- 
groes ("  old  David  Richard  ")  opened  a  day  school  at 
his  house  on  the  Winllan,  which  was  well  supported  by 
the  better  class  in  this  parish.  In  1812  a  place  of 
worship  was  built  at  Penygroes,  at  a  cost  of  £200, 
which  has  been  twice  enlarged,  and  is  now  a  neat  and 
commodious  structure,  with  seats  for  150 — the  total 
cost  being  £400. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Nonconformist  Minis- 
ters who  have  acted  as  pastors  of  the  Independent 
churches  in  this  parish  and  neighbourhood  : — 

Vavasor  Powell     .         .     1662     .         .  Itinerant. 

Henry    Williams,    Sca- 

feU    .         .  .     1672     . 

James  Owen,  Sweeney 

and  Oswestry    .         .     1685     .         .  „ 

Hugh  Owen,  Bronycly- 

dwr.         .         .         .     1685     .         .  „ 

.     Stationed  at  Llanfyllin. 


Samey. 


Oswestry. 
Llanfyllin. 

Winilan. 
Penygroes. 

Samey. 
Penygroes. 


Ilic5e  Prydderch     . 

1702 

William  Jervis 

1715 

Thomas  Ev^ans 

1743 

John  Griflaths 

1780 

Dr.    Edward   Williams, 

together  with  his  stu- 

dents 

1782 

Jenkyn  Lewis 

Dr.  Lewis  and  the  stu- 

1785 

dents 

1800 

David  Bichard 

1798 

Daniel  Davies 

1811 

John  Bidge  • 

18^ 

John  Bees     . 

1827 

John  WiUiams 

1832 
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David  Price 
John  Howes 
Hugh  James 


1882 
1839 

1842 


Stationed  at  Bethesda  (village). 


We  will  now  give  a  short  account  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Calvmistic  Methodists  in  this  parish. 
About  the  year  1800  Gwemypant,  RhosddA  and  Four 
Grosses  were  recorded  for  preaching  and  public  worship 
under  the  "Toleration  Act."  In  1816  a  chapel  was 
built  at  Givernypant  on  land  given  gratuitously  by 
Mr.  Thos.  Pryce.  It  has  since  been  twice  enlarged 
and  modernised,  and  now  contains  comfortable  sittings 
for  150  persons.  The  total  amount  expended  on  the 
building  has  been  £450. 

The  result  of  the  labours  at  Rhosddu  was  the  erec- 
tion in  1839  of  a  chapel  called  Salem,  at  Plasbach,  at 
a  cost  of  £157,  to  accommodate  about  140  persons. 
This  chapel  has  recently  undergone  improvements. 

For  many  years,  through  the  kindness  of  the  late 
Mr.  Richard  Owens,  his  commodious  schoolroom  in  the 
village  was  used  for  worship,  but  in  1861  the  congre- 
gation meeting  there  erected  Zion  Ghapel,  a  neat 
building,  at  a  cost  of  £400,  to  accommodate  160 
persons.  The  site  was  presented  and  a  legacy  of  £50 
towards  building  the  chapel  was  left  by  the  late 
Mr.  Owens. 

The  Wesleyan  Methodists  commenced  preaching  in 
this  village  and  district  in  a  malthouse,  now  rented  by 
Mrs.  A.  Wynn,  and  situated  at  the  back  of  her  house, 
and  for  years  afterwards  Mr.  Richard  Foulks,  Tybrith, 
had  preaching  in  his  house.  Their  present  chapel  was 
built  in  1818,  and  enlarged  in  1843.  The  total  outlay 
appears  to  have  been  about  £300,  and  the  number  of 
seats  about  160. 


SUMMABY. 


Chapel. 

OtitU. 

Cost. 

Seau. 

Bethesda  (Village),  Independent      

1827 

^20 

220 

Penygroea        ...                 „                

1812 

400 

160 

Salem  (Plaabacli)  Calvinistio  Methodist      

1839 

157 

140 

Owernypant     ...                   „             

Zion  (Village)                       „             

1816 

450 

150 

1861 

400 

160 

Wealeyan         ...            

18i8 

300 

160 

Je2l27'     9S0 
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The  following  registers  of  births  and  baptisms  be- 
longing to  the  dissenters  of  this  parish  have  been 
deposited  with  the  Registrar-General : — 


Denomiufttion 

and  dttte  of 

Name  of 

No.  of  book 

For 

Old 

No. 

Place.                fouDdaitun. 

minister. 

deposited. 

period. 

No. 

7 

Gwrernypant      Calvinistic 

I.  Births 

1793 

17 

Methodist, 

and 

to 

1800 

baptisms 
I.  Births 

1837 

33 

Llansantffraid,  Indepen- 

David  Price 

1815 

18 

Betbesda,  and 

dent,  1814 

and 

to 

Penygroea 

baptisms 

1836 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  rite  of  baptism  had 
been  celebrated  in  this  parish  by  the  Dissenters  much 
earlier  than  the  above  dates,  but  the  only  register 
kept  was  the  Family  Bible. 


Chap.  IX. — Education. 


Every  facility  is  given  here  for  the  education  of  youth. 
At  Dauddwr  there  is  a  school  endowed  with  a  house 
and  land  worth  annually  about  £70.  Free  education 
is  given  to  the  sons  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dauddwr 
alone.  There  is  also  at  LlansantflFraid  a  church  charity 
school.  About  £5  annually  was  left  by  Mrs.  Evans, 
Glasgoed,  towards  the  support  of  the  schoolmaster,  and 
the  £'i  10s.  per  annum,  left  by  Miss  Dickin  of  Welsh- 
pool, is  diverted  from  its  original  purpose,  and  is  now 
paid  to  the  teacher. 

Previous  to  the  year  1849  a  grammar  school,  well 
known  to  the  lower  part  of  this  county,  was  very  suc- 
cessfully conducted  by  Mr.  Richard  Owens,  three 
generations  having  successively  attended  the  school. 
Mr.  Owens'  name  will  long  continue  to  be  known  as  a 
benefactor  to  this  parish.  Soon  after  his  death  the 
school  was  closed,  and  for  seventeen  years  the  youth  of 
this  parish  were  sorely  neglected. 
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In  1866  a  school  was  started  by  a  few  Nonconform- 
ists, which  now  fills  up  the  want  and  is  well  attended, 
the  spirited  labours  of  the  committee  being  well  re- 
warded by  the  large  attendance.  It  is  now  a  British 
School  and  receives  annually  a  grant  from  Government. 
The  master,  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  CM.,  obtained  his  certi- 
ficate Christmas,  1868. 

The  Sabbath  schools  are  also  doing  a  great  service, 
about  300  attending  at  the  several  Nonconformist 
Sunday  Schools  of  the  parish. 


Chap.  X. — The  Present  State  of  the  Parish. 

JuBGiKG  from  outward  appearances,  the  parishioners  are 
prosperous  and  well  to  do,  there  being  only  about 
twenty  paupers,  so  called,  receiving  parish  relief. 
Tlie  general  moral  tone  of  the  parish  is  also  good  : 
although  drunkenness  prevails  to  an  extent  not  at  all 
to  our  credit,  yet  the  attendance  on  religious  worship, 
and  the  almost  total  absence  of  crime,  speak  highly  in 
our  favour.  The  wages  of  workmen  are  comparatively 
low,  seven  shillings  per  week  with  victuals  is  about  the 
average,  but  as  the  rent  of  a  cottage  with  a  good 
garden  and  piggery  is  not  high,  and  with  good  manage- 
ment of  the  thrifty  housewife,  the  labouring  man  is 
not  only  able  to  make  the  two  ends  meet,  but  is  in 
many  cases  a  depositor  in  a  savings'  bank.  In  the 
matter  of  agriculture  the  farmers  keep  up  to  the  times; 
for  the  well-tilled  fields,  the  improved  stock,  straight- 
ened hedges,  drained  lands,  and  the  introduction  of 
modern  and  improved  implements  of  husbandry,  tell  a 
tale  to  the  credit  of  the  farmers  of  the  parish.  It 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  record  here  that  the  first 
horse-power  threshing  machine  introduced  into  the 
parish  was  by  the  late  Mr.  Thos.  Griffiths,  of  Penis- 
arllan,  and  much  surprise  was  evinced  that  a  person  so 
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full  of  charity  and  kindness  of  heart  to  a  proverb, 
should  have  introduced  these  innovations  to  the  sup- 
posed injury  of  the  working  man.  But  being  so  well 
beloved,  the  opposition  was  merely  oral,  and  the  machine 
was  left  uninjured,  although  it  had  all  the  bad  wishes  of 
the  labourers  of  the  parish.  But  by  this  time  we  have 
not  only  horse-power  but  steam  threshing  machines, 
and  the  last  two  seasons  have  seen  on  the  Collfryn  and 
Bronafon  farms  a  reaping  machine  which  has  proved  a 
great  boon  to  the  farmers.  In  the  village  we  have 
nineteen  new  houses  built  since  the  opening  of  the 
railway  ;  and  the  large  buildings  at  the  railway  station, 
together  with  the  steam  power  added  to  Mr.  Kemp- 
ster  s  com  mill  give  to  the  village  quite  a  thriving  and 
busy  appearance.  But  with  all  we  find  that  although 
paupers  are  at  a  discount,  and  that  the  rateable  value 
of  property  has,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  more  than 
doubled,  still  the  poor  rates  are  on  the  increase,  and 
not  a  little  dissatisfaction  has  the  collector  to  meet 
with  ere  the  rates  are  paid. 


This  paper  in  its  original  form  was  written  in  the  Welsh  lan- 

rge  for  the  Fowya  Cymreigyddiony  a  society  now  defanct,  formed 
objects  similar  to  those  of  the  Powys-land  Club.  It  was  kindly 
translated  by  R.  Williams,  Esq.,  and  the  greater  part  was  after- 
wards added  by  T.  G.  Jones  of  Llansantffraid,  who  desires  to 
acknowledge  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Chevalier  Lloyd,  M.  0. 
Jones,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Hancock.—T.  G.  J. 
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AN  ACCOUNT   OF 

HENRY   WILLIAMS   OF   YSGAFELL, 

IN   THE    PARISH   OF 

LLANLLWCHAIARN  AND  COUNTY  OP  MONTGOMERY, 
By  his  descendant,  JANE  WILLIAMS, 

AUTHOR  OF 
"  A  HI8TOBT  OF  WALB8,"  "  A  XBXOIB  OF  CASNHUAITAWC/'  "  ASTSOAI.I./*  ETC. 


"  Christians  shonld  not  give  offence  carelessly,  nor  take  offence 
causelessly." 

"  Christians,  though  disagreeing  in  opinion,  should  agree  in 
affection,  and  differing  in  controversj  should  agree  in  charity." 

Vavasob  Powel. 

LwcHAiARN  ab  Hygam,  a  saint  of  Bangor  Dunawd,  in 
the  sixth  century,  founded  the  Christian  churches  of 
Llanychaiam  and  Llnanllwchaiam  in  that  part  of  Cymrii 
now  called  Cardiganshire,  and  the  Christian  churches 
of  Llanmerewig  and  Llanllwchaiam,  in  that  part  of 
CymrA  now  called  Montgomeryshire.^  The  11th  of 
January  is  his  festival.^ 

Llanllwchaiam,  in  Montgomeryshire,  occupies  more 
than  4000  acres  of  enclosed  land  upon  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river  Severn,  better  known  in  Wales  by 
its  ancient  name,  the  Hafren. 

Within  this  parish,  fi-onting  towards  the  south-east, 
and  overlooking  the  river,  stands  a  timber-framed 
house  of  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  century,  which 
appears  to  be  the  remaining  fragment  of  a  larger  one. 
Together  with  the  adjacent  lands,  it  bears  the  name  of 
Ysgafell,  otherwise  spelled  Yscavell,  and  corruptly  called 
Scavelth  or  Scavel.  Ys  signifies  what  is,  and  is  used 
as  a  common  prefix   in  composition — Caf  signifies   a 

1  Rees'  Wehh  Snints,  pp.  27r>,  328,  346.     lolo  MSS.,  pp.  501,  558- 

2  Harris  Nicolas'  Cliron.  of  Hist.     Ed.  1833,  p.  148. 
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void,  a  hold,  a  cave ;  Cafell  signifies  a  grotto,  an  apart- 
ment, the  choir  of  a  church,  and  the  compound  word, 
Ysgafell,  indicates  a  ledge,  rim,  or  brow,*  and  is  ob- 
viously descriptive  of  the  situation  of  the  place. 

In  the  time  of  King  Charles  I,  that  house  and 
estate  belonged  to  an  old  Welsh  family  which  had 
adopted  from  a  progenitor  the  anglicised  surname  of 
Williams.  A  solid  silver  seal,  once  the  property  of 
their  forefathers,  and  now  of  their  descendants,  is 
apparently  of  King  Edward  the  Third's  time,  and  the 
coat-armour  which  it  bears  is  essentially  Powysian.  It 
was  the  custom  of  gentlemen  in  the  middle  ages  to 
use,  with  appropriate  variations  of  colours  and  charges, 
the  arms  of  their  feudal  lords  \^  thus  wheat-sheaves  pre- 
vailed in  Cheshire,  cinquefoils  in  Leicestershire,  and  ram- 
pant lions  in  Powys-land.  Lines  and  dots  not  having 
then  been  applied  to  indicate  tinctures,  the  colours 
cannot,  of  course,  be  discerned  from  the  impression. 

In  the  month  of  September,  and  in  the  year  1646,  Mr. 
Vavasor  Powel,  a  Welshman  of  gentle  blood,  learned, 
able,  zealous,  and  eloquent  in  his  native  language,  was 
specially  authorised  by  the  Assembly  of  Divines  to 
exercise  his  ministry  in  Wales.  He  was  then  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and,  returning  from  Dartford  to  his 
paternal  home  in  Radnorshire,  he  issued  thence  and 
rushed  through  and  through  the  Principality,  preaching 
either  in  houses,  barns,  yards,  fields,  or  on  the  mountain 
wastes,  "  Repentance  towards  God  and  faith  towards 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Among  his  converts  was 
Henry  Williams,  the  younger,  of  Ysgafell,  and 
when  Vavasor  Powell  subsequently  fixed  his  home  in 
the  neighbourhood,  that  home  being  little  more  than  a 
point  of  departure  and  return  in  perpetual  itineraries, 
mteiTupted  only  by  frequent  imprisonments,  afforded, 
nevertheless,  opportunities  of  securing  his  influence 
over  his  studious,  earnest,  and  pious  disciple.  Their 
confession  of  faith  agreed  with  the  doctrinal  articles  of 

^  l)r,  Owen  Pugh*s  Welsh  Dictionary,  vol.  li. 

'  (/amden's  lienialns.     Ed.  1G57.     Annories,  p.  214. 
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the  Church  of  England.  To  live  aooording  to  the  will 
of  God  in  all  things  was  the  summary  of  their  moral 
code  ;  and  they  acknowledged  the  authority  of  magis- 
trates and  rulers  in  all  things  not  forbidden  by  God.  They 
expected  a  millennixmi,  and  the  national  return  of  the 
Jews  to  Palestine.  They  preferred  adult  to  infant 
baptism,  and  objected  to  episcopacy,  tithes,  and  forms 
of  prayer.  They  held  the  unlawfulness  of  war,  of 
oaths,  and  of  capital  punishments.  They  considered 
themselves  and  all  others  to  be  entitled  to  the  exercise 
of  civil  and  religious  hberty  ;  and,  associating  the  idea 
of  oppression  with  that  of  monarchical  government, 
they  professed  a  general  preference  for  repubUcan 
institutions.^ 

Vavasor  Powel  visited  London  in  December,  1653, 
and  his  vehement  denunciation  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
for  assuming  the  office  of  Lord  Protector,  uttered  at 
Blackfriars  on  the  very  day  the  protectorate  was  pro- 
claimed, subjected  the  preacher  to  arrest  and  deten- 
tion for  a  few  days.  On  his  liberation  and  return  to 
Wales,  the  fierce  energy  with  which  he  stirred  up  his 
fervid  countrymen  against  that  usurpation,  provoked, 
for  the  first  and  last  time,  Ohver  Cromwell's  unwilling 
interference  with  the  Welsh  Baptists. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1654,  a  paper  prepared 
by  Vavasor  Powel  was  sent  by  "  Several  Churches  and 
divers  hundreds  of  Christians  in  Wales,  and  some 
few  adjacent,"  to  Oliver  Cromwell.  It  was  subse- 
quently published  under  the  title,  "  A  Word  for  God, 
or  a  Testimony  on  Truth's  behalf"  It  contains  a 
bold  remonstrance  against  Oliver's  assumption  of 
supreme  power,  and  against  his  "  new  modelling  "  min- 
isters, and  upholding  those  ''Popish  innovations''  (!) 
parochial  order,  tithes,  etc.  A  postscript  addressed, 
"  Reader,"  closes  with  the  following  paragraph  : — 

''  Some  of  the  subscribers  were  threatened  with  imprison- 

^  Life  and  Death  of  Vavasor  Powel^  1671 ;  Mosheim's  Church  His- 
fory ;  Conder's  View  of  All  Religions;  Taylor's  Libert i/  of  PropJte' 
eying. 
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ment^  and  orders  were  issued  out  to  imprison  some  (whereof 
one  was  secured)  namely,  Mr.  Vavasor  Powel,  who  was  taken 
by  a  company  of  soldiers,  from  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
at  Aborbechan  in  Montgomeryshire,  where  many  saints  wert 
gathered  together,  which  caused  much  sadness,  yea,  and  muci 
heartbreakings  to  them  all,  and  he  remained  for  some  time 
a  prisoner  upon  that  account/' 

In  the  appended  list  of  names,  that  of  Henry 
Williams  occurs  twice,  together  with  those  of  Richard 
Baxter,  Vavasor  Powel,  Thomas  Tudge,  Lewis  Price, 

&C.1 

Vavasor  Powel,  in  his  autobiographical  account  of 
his  conversion  and  ministry,  makes  particular  and 
enthusiastic  mention  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
tliis  "Testimony"  was  subscribed  : — 

''  There  was  a  mighty  wet  harvest,  which  continued  several 
weeks,  insomuch  that  much  hay  and  com  was  spoiled,  but 
divers  Christiaus  that  were  dissatisfied  with  that  Government 
having  mot  several  days  to  seek  advice  about  it,  came  at  la^t 
to  draw  up  a  Paper  or  Testimony  against  it;  and  the  day 
being  come  when  we  intended  to  subscribe  it,  after  spending 
Kouie  time  further  to  seek  the  Lord,  it  being  a  great  rain  so  tL&i 
it  did  beat  in  through  the  glass  windows  into  the  room  where 
we  met,  one  that  was  close  to  the  window,  being  to  conclude 
the  duty,  earnestly  begged  of  God  that  if  he  did  approve 
of  the  work  we  were  about,  and  would  have  us  to  proceed 
therein,  he  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us  a  sigu  of  fair  weather 
presently ;  and  before  prayer  was  ended  the  Lord  shut  up  the 
windows  of  Heaven,  and  the  sun  did  shine  gloriously ;  and 
some,  if  not  all  of  us,  did  observe,  that  for  divers  weeks 
together  afterwards  we  had  exceeding  fair  weather,  and  so  had 
two  mercies  given  us  at  once/'^ 

A  series  of  cruel  persecutions  against  all  nonconform- 
ists was  carried  on  under  various  pretexts,  throughout 
the  whole  reign  of  Charles  II,  a.d.  1660-1685.  The 
ministers  of  State,  the  majority  of  the  privy  coimciUors, 

^  Animadversions  upon  a  Letter  awd  Paper  Jirst  sent  to  His  Ht^h- 
ncss  by  certain  Qentlemen  and  Others  in  Wales,  165f5.  Life  and  De<ith 
of  Vavasor  Fowel,  1671. 

2  Life  and  Death  of  Mr,  Vauasor  Powel ,  1071. 
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and  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
were  high  churchmen,  thirsting  to  avenge  the  previous 
ejection  of  their  clergy,  and  possessed  with  the  belief 
that  religious  schism  and  secular  rebellion  were  sy- 
nonymous ;  while  the  cavalier  magistrates  all  over  the 
kingdom  shared  the  apprehensions  of  the  government, 
received  the  wildest  local  nunours  with  credulous 
timidity,  and  kept  the  home  secretary  in  constant  per- 
turbation by  supplies  of  disquieting  information,  hints 
of  sedition,  imaginary  plots,  and  supposititious  exagge- 
rations of  real  ones. 

In  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic  Series, 
A.D.  1660t1661,  the  following  entries  occur  : — 

"1660.  — Jaly  18,  Whitehall.  —  Order  in  Council  on  a 
letter  from  Sir  Matt.  Price,  High  Sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire, 
complaining  that  Rich.  Price  of  Aberbechan,  Sir  Rich.  Salten- 
stall,  and  Vavasour  Powell,  a  most  factious  and  dangerous 
minister,  countenanced  unlawful  assemblies  and  seditious 
persons,  that  they  be  taken  into  safe  custody,  and  all  infor- 
mations, &c,,  against  them  committed  to  the  Board.^' — P.  123. 

"July  24,  Newtown. — Sir  Matt.  Price  (High  Sheriff  of 
Montgomeryshire),  to  Sec.  Nicholas. — The  fanatics  hold  fre- 
quent meetings,  notwithstanding  repeated  warnings,  and  use 
threatening  language.  Before  the  late  plot  they  gave  each 
other  bread  on  a  rapier's  point,  and  demanded  back  the 
arras  taken  from  them,  with  threats  of  compelling  their 
restoration.  They  have  many  concealed  arms  and  long  knives, 
prepared  for  Lambert's  late  insurrection,  to  cut  the  throats 
of  all  the  Cavaliers  in  these  parts.  They  intended  the  same 
now  had  Argyle's  plot  taken  effect.  Sent  to  their  meeting  of 
Aberbechan  last  Sunday,  and  ordered  them  to  cease  such 
meetings.  They  said  they  would  not  while  they  lived,  and 
cared  not  who  forbad  it.  Committed  some  of  the  ringleaders 
to  prison,  among  them  Lewis  Price  and  Vavasour  Powell, 
who  forwarded  a  petition  for  execution  of  the  late  King,  and 
have  been  promoters  of  sedition.  No  justice  but  himself 
dares  interfere  with  them.'* — P.  130. 

The  last  sentence  of  this  communication  plainly 
indicates  the  fictitious  origin  of  this  ffood  knight's 
alarm,  and  his  officious  exhibition  of  loyalty. 

The  same  Calendar,  under  the  date  of  Newtown, 
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July  30,  1660,  mentions  a  communication  from  Sir 
Matthew  Price  to  Secretary  Nicholas,  stating  that  he 
has  secured  Vavasor  Powel,  and  comments  upon  an 
intercepted  letter  addressed  by  him  *'  to  Hen.  Williams, 
Captain  L.  Price,  and  Thos.  Tudge  at  Pool."  Sir 
Matthew  asks  if  the  prisoners  may  be  released  on  baQ, 
and  complains  that  he  has  written  six  letters  but 
received  no  answer.  Vavasor  Powels  letter  assures 
his  three  friends  that  he  is  importunate,  at  the  hazard 
of  his  own  liberty,  to  secure  theirs,  that  the  sheriff 
refused  it,  but  says  they  can  be  released  to-morrow  on 
bail  for  their  appearance.  Requests  them  to  make 
haste  lest  the  news  by  the  next  post  of  the  great  stirs 
in  London  obstruct  them.  Would  come  to  them  but 
for  an  engagement  to  preach.  WiU  be  surety  for  them 
as  far  as  his  estate  or  life  will  go,  and  sends  them 
thirty  shillings.  They  must  prepare,  he  adds,  for  more 
sufferings  or  expect  strange  deliverance  shortly.  The 
only  date  is  "  Lord's  Day  Morning.''^  This  letter  was 
evidently  written  before  Vavasor  Powel  was  seized, 
and  it  was  probably  found  upon  him. 

On  the  22nd  of  August,  writing  from  Newtown, 
Sir  Matt.  Price  informs  Secretary  Nicholas  that  Sir 
Richard  Saltingston  and  Captain  Price  have  left  those 
parts,  and  that  he  can  only  give  account  of  "  Vavasour 
Powell,  preacher,  who  is  secured,  the  country  satisfied, 
and  the  fanatics  quieter  than  before."^ 

From  this  period  the  Welsh  Baptists  of  Montgomery- 
shire, imder  the  peaceful  guidance  of  Henry  Williams, 
appear  to  have  given  up  all  connection  with  politica 
Nevertheless,  they  suffered  merciless  persecution  under 
an  Act  of  Parliament  which  received  the  royal  assent 
in  May,  1664,  and  assumed  that  aU  the  religious  meet- 
ings of  nonconformists  were  mere  pretexts  for  sedition. 
This  Act  against  frequenting  conventicles  fixed  the 
penalties  of  disobedience  for  persons  below  the  peerage 
at  £5  each,  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  a  first 
offence  ;  £10,  or  six  months'  imprisonment,  for  a  second 
1  Pp.  135, 136.  »  P.  176. 
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offence ;  and  for  a  third  offence,  after  trial  by  jtiry,  a 
fine  of  £100,  or  transportation  to  a  foreign  plantation. 

On  March  15,  1672,  the  heartless  king  published  his 
Declaration  for  liberty  of  conscience,  embodying  a  sus- 
pension of  all  penal  laws  in  matters  ecclesiastical,  and 
a  promise  to  appoint  a  suJBScient  number  of  places  for 
nonconformist  worship  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  but 
the  nominal  privilege  was  nullified  by  the  restrictive 
clause  that  none  should  presume  to  meet  anywhere 
until  the  place  were  allowed  and  the  teacher  approved 
by  him.  His  power  to  suspend  those  laws  was  subse- 
quently impugned  by  the  Parliament  of  Feb.  1673  ; 
and  persecution  continued  to  rage  with  more  or  less 
intensity  until  the  year  1682,  when  the  king  ordered 
that  all  nonconformists  should  be  rigorously  prosecuted, 
and  accordingly  aU  who  feared  or  hated  them  did  their 
worst  to  make  them  miserable. 

The  following  account  of  Henry  Williams  of  Ysgafell 
was  sent,  about  the  year  1778,  to  Mr.  Williams  of 
Evenjobb,  Radnorshire,  by  H.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Black 
Hall,  Kerry,  near  Newtown,  Montgomeryshire.  It 
is  intituled,  "  A  short  Account  of  the  Life  and  Suffer- 
ings of  the  Rev.  Hen^y  Williams,  of  Ysgavell,  near 
Newtown^  Montgomeryshire^  who  died  about  1685  ;  " — 

"  Mr.  Vavasor  Powell  was  a  Baptist  Minister  and  lived  in 
the  parish  of  Kerry,  near  Newtown.  He  had  a  large  congre- 
gation in  that  country,  and  he  was  their  pastor.  He  died  in 
1 670,  and  for  the  space  of  about  nine  or  ten  years  before  he 
died  he  was  put  in  prison,  and  in  those  years  his  congregation 
was  left  destitute  of  their  minister.  They  had  one  and  an- 
other to  preach  to  them  when  they  could,  and  as  the  troubles 
of  the  times  would  admit.  Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the 
members  of  this  congregation,  and  a  very  pious  man.  When  a 
minister  would  come,  he  would  write  down  the  heads  of  the 
sermon,  and  then  when  they  had  no  minister  he  read  to  the 
people  what  he  had  written  of  the  sermon  and  then  would  go 
to  prayer  with  them.  Thus  it  continued  for  some  time.  As  he 
was  a  young  man  of  good  parts  and  education,  he  was  en- 
couraged to  engage  in  the  ministry  and  to  preach  among  that 
people.  After  repeated  and  pressing  solicitations  he  undertook 
the  work,  though  the  times  were  so  unfavourable. 
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*'  Dr.  Calamy^  in  his  account  of  the  '  Ejected  Ministers,* 
printed  in  1 713,  p.  712,  in  his  account  of  Montgomeryshire, 
saith  thus : — 

"  ^  Mr.  Henry  Williams,  an  itinerant  preacher,  was  disabled 
from  the  public  exercise  of  his  ministry  in  1662,  but  continued 
to  preach  more  privately  in  several  places  of  this  country  as  he 
had  opportunity.  He  was  an  upright  man,  very  active  for 
God,  and  a  lively  preacher.  He  suffered  much  for  the  sake  of 
a  good  conscience,  both  by  imprisonment  and  the  spoiling 
of  his  goods.  He  endured  all  patiently,  and  went  on  doing 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  the  most  difficult  times.  He  subsisted 
by  a  small  estate  which  he  had,  and  preached  the  Gospel 
freely  to  such  as  were  willing  to  receive  it.  He  died  about 
1685,  aged  60.'^ 

^'This  is  the  account  the  author  gives  of  this  good  man. 
The  Doctor  had  the  account  from  that  country  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  James  Owen,  who  lived  at  Oswestry,  so  he  knew  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's character  very  well.  I  have  set  down  here  all  that  is 
there  said  of  Mr.  W.,  and  it  is  more  than  is  said  of  all  the  other 
ministers  through  that  country.  The  elegy  and  this  account 
agree  very  well.  I  have  collected  the  following  particulars 
from  old  writings  and  old  people  many  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Henry  Williams  was  in  prison  from  time  to  time  about  nine 
years.  He  had  his  house  burned  to  the  ground  by  pei'secutors; 
this  I  have  heard  once  and  again.  At  one  time  the  soldiers 
beset  the  house  suddenly,  in  order  to  plunder,  as  he  was  a  mi- 
nister, and  did  not  come  to  church.  This  greatly  alarmed  the 
family.  Mr.  Williams's  father  then  lived  with  him.  The  old 
gentleman  stood  on  the  top  of  the  stairs  with  a  design  to  pre- 
vent the  plunderers  from  coming  up  stairs,  but  the  bloody 
men,  with  halberts  and  othor  weapons  of  cruelty,  killed  the 
good  man  on  the  spot.^  The  minister  had  run  out  to  hide  some 
property,  else  it  was  thought  he  had  been  killed  also.  There 
was  no  remedy  then  for  innocent  blood  thus  shed.  At  another 
time,  if  I  remember  right,  when  they  set  the  house  wantonly 
on  fire,  Mr.  Williams  was  in  prison.  Mrs.  Williams  was  near 
her  confinement — she  took  one  child  in  her  arms  and  another 
in  her  hand,  thinking  to  go  over  the  Severn  to  a  friend's  house 
to  save  her  own  life  and  Sie  lives  of  her  children,  and  leave  her 
goods  to  be  demolished  as  they  thought  proper.     One  would 

^  Calamy's  Lives  of  Ejected  Ministers,     Palmer's  edition,  p.  712. 

'  This  appears  to  have  been  the  gentleman  of  whom  the  register 
book  of  the  parish  of  Llanllwchaiarn  records  that  "  Henricus  filius 
Edwardi  Williams,  sepultus  fuit,  7bris.  22.  1682." 
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have  thought  her  situation  was  enough  to  melt  any  heart ;  but 
for  all  this,  one  of  the  soldiers  with  uncommon  cruelty  and 
dreadful  oaths,  cocked  his  pistol  at  her  and  said,  '  Where  are 
you  going  V  But  with  that,  his  officer  saw  and  heard  him,  and 
instantly  knocked  him  down,  saying,  '  You  villain,  she  has 
trouble  enough  already  without  your  insulting  her/  So  the 
officer  very  humanely  sent  a  guard  with  her,  and  gave  strict 
charge  to  see  her  safe  across  the  Severn,  and  guard  her  to  her 
friend's  house  without  any  molestation.^  A.nother  time,  when 
Mr.  Williams  was  preaching,  the  enemies  rushed  in  upon  him, 
insulted,  beat,  and  much  abused  him,  then  dragged  him  out, 
and  were  like  to  kill  him,  as  Paul  at  Lystra,  Acts  xiv,  19. 
These  are  a  few  remarkable  instances  of  his  uncommon  suffer- 
ings. But,  as  the  Elegy  says,  this  must  be  noted — one  year, 
about  September  or  October,  he  was  plundered,  his  cattle 
taken  from  him,  and  so  on,  which  was  the  custom  of  those 
times.  About  that  time  he  had  a  piece  of  wheat  sown,  the 
crop  the  next  summer  of  which  was  so  wonderful,  that  pos- 
sibly there  never  was  seen  such  a  thing  before  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  I  know  not  how  many  stalks  were  on  each  root, 
but  there  were  two  or  three  very  good  and  full  ears  upon  each 
stalky  '  double  triple,'  says  the  Elegy.  I  was  told  that  this 
crop  more  than  double  made  up  his  loss  by  the  plunder  the 
year  before.  It  astonished  all  the  country.  I  was  riding  that 
way  in  1 746,  with  some  of  that  country  to  Newtown,  and  one 
of  the  company  showed  me  the  very  piece  where  the  wheat 
did  grow  for  Mr.  Henry  Williams.  I  suppose  it  is  well  known 
there  yet. 

"  The  Elegy  mentions  the  judgments  which  followed  some 
of  his  persecutors,  where  it  says  : — 

"  '  But  Heaven  declares  on  still,  smites  some  with  blasts. 
Life  and  estate  with  curses  wastes.^ 

"  I  was  informed  that  there  were  two  justices  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood that  had  a  particular  hand  in  his  persecutions,  and 
that  one  of  them  died  suddenly  at  dinner ;  and  that  the  other, 
coming  home  drunk  from  Newtown,  fell  into  the  Severn,  and 
was  drowned.  I  heard  also  that  the  sheriff,  or  his  deputy,  who 
plundered  Mr.  Williams  of  his  stock,  fell  off  his  horse  in  sight 
of  Mr.  Williams^s  house,  and  so  broke  his  neck  and  was 
drowned  at  the  same  time.  It  was  a  small  brook,  it  seems, 
and  breaking  his  neck  by  the  fall,  it  is  likely  his  body  pounded 

^  See  Richards's  Welsh  Nonconformist  Memorial,  pp.  221-2. 
VOL.  IV.  N 
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up  the  water,  and  so  gave  rise  to  the  report  that  he  died  & 
double  death  at  once." 

The  Elegj'  from   whieh  the  following  extracts  are 

EVen,  with  the  Epitaph  annexed,  is  transcribed  from  a 
cal  broad  sheet  of  contemporary  date  : — 

"  \Vales\H  Lamentation;  or  an  Elegjf  on  the  woW, 
ami  very  much  lamented  Mr.  Henry  Williams,  JIini<t'' 

of  the  Gos2J€l  in  North  Wales.'' 

*'  I  who  afore  made  elegies  by  art. 

Now  nature  bleeds  and  vents  one  from  the  heart. 

Let  words,  with  sorrow  drunk  from  my  sool  reel. 

Disordered  as  the  passions  that  I  feel. 

To  groan  this  loss — a  loss  so  near,  so  great, 

A  loss  so  universal,  so  complete, 

A  loss  which  scarce  admits  of  a  relief. 

The  deepest,  sensiblest,  sagacious  grief 

Can^t  reach  to  its  unfathomed  consequence, 

A  loss  above  expression  and  our  sense. 

A  man  of  men — a  man  of  God  did  die ! 

His  foes  that  knew  him  this  will  testifie. 

When  first  to's  soul  a  heavenly  spark  was  sent. 

It  shone  and  gave  a  lustre  where  he  went. 

No  sooner  holiness  was  planted  there. 

It  did  appear  about  him  everywhere ; 

Itself  diffused  with  beams  most  clear  and  strong 

Through  the  whole  series  of  his  life  along ; 

So  all  that  knew  him  and  knew  things  aright 

Knew  that  he  was  a  bright  and  shining  light. 

•N-  #  -N-  * 

Let  us  not  pass  that  wondrous  field  of  com, 

(To  poise  his  loss,  nor  miracles  forborne). 

His  earth  was  healed  of  her  ancient  curse. 

The  sums  he  gave  for  Christ  to  reimburse ; 

The  clods,  divinely  bid,  their  strength  release 

The  gi*ains  entombed  ten  thousand  fold  increase. 

And  when  the  earth  to  the  whole  land  was  wild 

To  him  alone  was  easy,  kind,  and  mild ; 

And  though  pale  famine  threatened  all  the  land. 

An  army  of  joyful  com  for  him  did  stand, 

In  monstrous  thickness  fore  the  winds  do  sail. 

Waving  their  double,  triple  heads,  each  gale. 

Their  heads  with  blessings  bowed,  revered  their  God, 

And  offer  to  his  servant  all  their  load. 
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The  miracle  like  nimble  ligfatning  fiew. 
And  flUed  all  thoughts  with  things  so  great,  so 
The  good  rejoiced^  his  troabfers  lost  their  nge 
Since  God  so  plainly  did  for  him  engage. 
The  farions  cease  to  roar,  contract  their  paws. 
Let  faD  the  lift-np  engine  of  the  laws. 
This  prodigy  had  struck  their  outrage  mute. 
Nor  durst  they  ever  after  persecute. 

*  *  *  * 
Thus  lived  the  worthy,  loved  by  God  and  man. 
His  fruitful  years  thus  to  their  period  ran. 

No  day  nor  hour  passed  without  its  pain. 
Nor  scarce  a  minute  stole  away  in  vain. 

*  *  «  «- 

Epitaph. 

"  Within  this  garden  precious  seed  is  sown. 

Which  last  day  shall  a  glorious  flower  be  blown  ; 

A  flower  which  all  the  spices  shall  exeell, 

A  flower  that's  only  fit  for  heaven's  own  sm^ 

I  mean,  within  this  grave  his  dust  doth  rest. 

Who  living  was  in  most  respects  the  best — 

The  best  of  masters,  neighbours,  and  of  friends. 

Active  in  good,  and  upright  in  his  ends ; 

Of  husbands  and  of  fathers,  too,  the  best. 

Of  pastors,  too,  amongst  the  faithfiillest. 

A  truer  Christian  or  a  better  man 

The  earth  ne'er  bore,  or  sun  e'er  shone  upon. 

Poor  world  !  how  vain  art  thou,  that  must  divest 

Of  that,  that  is  indeed  thy  very  best ! 

Who  would  be  fond  in  thee,  mad  spot,  to  stay. 

Since  all  thy  best  thus  fading  is  away  !  " 

The  following  copy  of  an  entry  from  the  parish  re- 

f*  ;ter  of  Llanliwchaiam  shows  the  true  year  of  Mr. 
illiams's  death,  and  mentions  his  burial  in  the  garden. 
*'  Henricufl  Williams  horto  sue  sepultus  fiiit.  Aprilis 
2,  1684." 

The  Ysgafell  property  was  sold  about  the  year  17S4, 
by  Mr.  Williams  of  Evenjobb,  Radnorshire,  to  Mr. 
Athelstan  Hamer  of  Newtown.  The  late  lineal  repre- 
sentative of  the  Williamses  of  Ysgafell,  Mr.  Henry  David 
Williams,  afterwards  of  her  Majesty's  54th  and  26th 
regiments,  who  visited  the  place  in  the  year  1 829,  wa.s 

y  2 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


180  HENRY   WILLIAMS   OF    YSGAFELL. 

informed  of  almost  every  circumstance  recorded  in  the 
MS.  and  elegy,  by  Mr.  Owen  the  tenant  farmer,  who 
pointed  out  the  field  which  produced  the  extraordinary 
crop  of  wheat,  and  the  ford  by  which  Mrs.  Williams  and 
her  children  crossed  the  Severn  ;  spoke  of  the  burning  of 
the  house ;  and  mentioned  a  tradition  that  two  members 
of  the  family  were  buried  in  the  garden,  which  then 
(1829)  formed  part  of  an  orchard,  and  bore  no  vestige  of 
their  interment. 

The  writer  of  these  lines  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  "Cae  Behdith"  continues,  in  1870,  to  be  an  .object 
of  interest  to  Welshmen,  and  sometimes  even  a  place  of 
pilgrimage. 

Sir  J.  Gardner  Wilkinson,  in  his  account  of  the  agri- 
culture of  the  ancient  Egyptians,^  says  : — 

''  The  wheat,  as  at  the  present  day,  was  all  bearded,  and 
the  same  varieties  doubtless  existed  in  ancient  as  in  modern 
times;  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  the  seven-eared 
quality  described  in  Pharaoh  s  dream.  This  is  the  kind  which 
has  been  lately  grown  in  England,  and  which  is  said  to  have 
been  raised  from  grains  found  in  the  tombs  of  Thebes.'' 

Triticum  compositum — Egyptian  wheat — is  drawn  by 
Sowerbj  and  described  by  Lindley,  in  Loudon's  Ency- 
clopcedia  of  Plants.  The  date  there  assigned  to  its 
introduction  to  Britain  is  1799.  Its  sudden  and  abun- 
dant appearance  at  Ysgafell  more  than  a  century  earUer, 
to  persons  ignorant  of  the  very  existence  of  such  a 
species,  must,  therefore,  have  been  surprising,  and  might 
reasonably  under  the  circimistances  be  attributed  to  an 
especial  Providence. 

A  memoir  of  "  the  good  Henry  Williams "  may  be 
found  in  Joshua  Thomas's  Ilanes  y  Bedyddwyr,  p.  134  ; 
and  another  in  Titus  Lewis  s  Hanes  Wladol  a  Chrefyd- 
dol  Prydain  Fawrl^  p.  463. 

1  Vol.  ii,  c.  6,  p.  39.     Ed.  1854. 
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SOME   ACCOUNT   OF  THE 

ROOD  SCREENS  AND  TIMBER  WORK  OF 

POWYS-LAND. 

By  DAVID  WALKER,  Architect,  Livbepool. 


No.  2. — Rood  Screen,  Llanwnog  Church. 


The  village  of  Llanwnog,  formerly  Llan-Wynnog,  like 
many  towns  and  hamlets  in  Wales,  derives  its  name 
from  the  patron  saint  to  whom  its  church  is  dedicated. 
Gwynnoff,  whose  father  is  represented  to  have  been 
Gildas  ab  Caw,  the  first  British  historian,  lived  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  sixth  century,  and  had  three 
brothers,  two  of  whom  with  himself  being  patron  saints 
of  churches  in  the  bordering  counties. 

Saint  Gwynnog  would  appear  to  have  been  an  eccle- 
siastic of  note ;  some  fragments  of  late  decorated  stained 
glass  remaining  in  an  impretending  window  in  the  north 
wall  of  church,  delineate  him  in  vestments  with  an  epis- 
copal mitre  on  his  head,  whilst  an  inscription,  which  now 
cannot  be  traced,  according  to  Gwalter  Mechain,*  ran 
imderneath the  figure  as  follows: — "Sanctus  Gwinocus, 
cujus  animsB  propitietur  Deus.     Amen." 

The  date  of  the  foundation  of  the  church  cannot  with 
accuracy  be  ascertained  from  existing  architectural  re- 
mains, owing  to  the  fact  of  its  having  undergone  during 
the  past  few  years  almost  total  rebuilding ;  the  typic^ 
continuous  nave,  and  the  treatment  of  what  old  masonry 
is  to  be  found,  would  lead  the  archaeologist  to  conclude 
that  whatever  it  possessed  of  decorative  architectural 
featiu-es  existed  within  the  walls  of  the  edifice,  and 
were  executed  from  the  material  at  hand,  and  that 
usually  adopted  in  constructional  works  in  the  district. 

^  Cambrian  Mmjaz'ine^  vol.  i,  p.  31. 
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Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  does  possess  a  rood  screen  of 
exquisite  design,  an  adjunct  deemed  so  essential  to 
proper  ritualistic  observance  in  times  past ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  that  with  a  proper  spirit  of  conserva- 
tion it  has  been  left  undisturbed  as  a  relic  of  antiquity, 
in  the  re-arrangement  of  the  seats  for  the  chancel  and 
nave. 

The  position  of  the  screen,  which  extends  the  entire 
width  of  the  nave,  is  at  the  distance  of  about  one-third 
the  length  of  the  church,  from  the  east  end,  and  is  placed 
so  as  to  effectually  mark  the  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween the  nave  ana  chancel ;  a  rude  stair,  formed  within 
the  thickness  of  the  north  wall  on  the  west  side  of  the 
screen,  leads  to  the  rood  loft,  formerly  occupied  by  the 
choir,  the  internal  dimensions  of  which  being  twenty- 
four  feet  by  seven  feet  wide. 

The  illustrations  represent  the  screen  looking  towards 
the  chancel  and  nave  respectively  ;  that  looking  east- 
ward, it  will  be  observed,  indicates  an  entirely  different 
treatment  in  several  details  to  the  other  face  ;  for  in- 
stance, the  front  of  the  loft  is  spaced  for  panels  of  a  dif- 
ferent degree  of  richness  and  character  to  those  on  the 
west  front,  and  the  details  of  the  cornices  generally  are 
dissimilar,  although  all  have  undoubtedly  been  executed 
by  the  same  hand,  with  the  exception  of  the  panels  on 
the  west  front  of  the  rood  loft,  which  are  an  unfortunate 
modem  innovation,  without  an  approach  to  the  style  of 
the  old  work.  Admirable  in  treatment  and  spirited  in 
execution,  as  this  rood  screen  undoubtedly  is,  its  de- 
nuded state  leads  one  to  feel  regret  that  those  who  were 
responsible  for  its  preservation  in  times  past,  should 
have  so  far  forsaken  their  trust  as  to  have  allowed  much 
of  the  very  beautiful  detail  that  adorned  it  to  be  re- 
moved, leaving  what  was  once  rich  and  varied  in  out- 
line now  little  else  than  skeleton  framing. 

From  a  sketch  made  by  the  Rev.  John  Parker,  in 
1836,  (which  with  other  sketches  from  the  same  very 
able  artist  antiquary,  have  been  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  Club  for  reference,  by  Stanley  Leighton,  Esquire),  it 
would  appear  that  the  screen  wjis,  at  that  date,  in  a 
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more  perfect  state  than  it  is  at  present.  This  remark 
also  applies  to  the  figure  of  Saint  Gwynnog,  before  re- 
ferred to,  Bs  facsimile  of  which,  from  a  sketch  by  Mr. 
Parker,  dated  1830,  is  engraved,  and  proves  the  present 
disjointed  and  dilapidated  remains  to  have  formed  the 
central  compartment  of  a  late  decorated  east  window, 
which,  although  somewhat  damaged,  was  not  so  far  de- 
faced as  to  be  beyond  restoration,  had  the  feeling  existed 
at  that  period  for  such  treatment. 

Owing,  in  all  probability,  to  a  constructional  defect  in 
the  south  wall  of  the  nave,  the  effect  of  the  screen  on 
the  west  front  is  somewhat  marred  by  a  deflection  in  the 
longitudinal  beam,  but  this  point,  being  of  little  moment, 
has  not  been  fully  represented  in  the  drawing.  By  com- 
paring the  details  of  Llanwnog  screen  with  those  of  the 
screen  from  Newtown  old  church,  it  will  at  once  be  ob- 
served what  a  strong  resemblance  they  bear  to  each 
other.  The  treatment  of  the  foliage  and  enriched  por- 
tions generally,  is  unquestionably  the  work  of  the  same 
craftsman,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the 
singularly  conscientious  style  in  which  the  work  has 
been  executed;  the  thorough-going  crispness  and  vitality 

fiven  to  multitudinous,  complex  geometric  forms,  com- 
ined  with  perfectly  harmonious  treatment,  render  these 
screens  of  paramount  excellence  ;  what,  for  instance,  can 
excel  the  cornices  from  the  Newtown  screen,  or  the  open 
work  ornament  which  originally  must  have  crowned  the 
rood  loft  ?  The  delicacy  with  which  they  are  carved  is. 
no  less  striking  than  the  skill  in  which  the  requisite 
light  and  shade  are  maintained. 

In  my  descriptive  remarks  upon  the  Newtown  screen, 
in  vol.  iii,  p.  2 1 1 ,  of  the  Collections,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  usually  accepted  idea,  that  these  screens  came 
from  Cwm  Hir  Abbey  was  not  based  upon  reliable  evi- 
dence ;  for  instance,  the  spacing  of  the  panels  of  the 
lower  portion  of  Llanwnog  screen  conform  to  the  exact 
width  of  the  nave,  the  openings  between  the  mullions 
being  one  foot  seven  and  a-half  inches,  whilst  those  at 
Newtown  are  only  one  foot  two  inches  in  the  same  posi- 
tion, the  panels  being  designed  to  accord  with  the  dif- 
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ferent  widths,  whikt  the  muUions  and  other  leading 
moulded  members  are  entirely  varied  in  character,  the 
tool  marks  and  execution  of  each  work  bemg  alike ;  a 
comparison  of  the  central  opening  from  the  nave  to 
chancel  of  Llanwnog  with  tnose  to  the  chancel  and 
chancel  aisle  in  Newtown  screen,  as  it  originally  stood, 
must  further  confirm  the  individuaUty  of  each  screen,  to 
leave  untouched  the  question  of  decoration,  which,  in 
the  one,  has  been  executed  with  exceeding  richness  and 
good  taste,  whilst  the  other,  dark  with  age,  is  as  it  left 
the  worker's  chisel.  A  more  reasonable  hypothesis,  in 
regard  to  the  execution  of  these  screens  can,  I  think,  be 
formed,  if  it  is  remembered  that  the  very  beautiful 
abbey  which  existed  at  Cwm  Hir,  and  to  which  it  is 
more  than  probable  churches  within  the  district  were 
connected,  was  founded  by  abbots  of  the  Cistercian  order. 
This  order  possessed,  as  their  numerous  buildings 
handed  down  to  us  imquestionably  show,  mediaeval 
artists  of  the  highest  order,  who,  linked  together  by  the 
bonds  of  freemasonry,  travelled  and  laboured  for  the 
cause  of  their  religion.  There  is,  furthermore,  so  little  in 
common  with  these  screens  and  those  to  be  found  in 
other  parts  of  Montgomeryshire,  that  their  inspiration  is 
the  more  apparent. 

A  very  interesting  subject  in  connection  with  the 
monograms  entwined  upon  the  carved  bosses  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  ribs  forming  the  soffite  of  the  rood  loft, 
yet  remains  to  be  treated  of;  their  quaintness  of  cha- 
racter, coupled  with  the  blackness  of  the  oak,  and  sub- 
dued light  of  the  church,  renders  the  deciphering  of  them 
somewhat  difficult ;  they  no  doubt  refer,  however,  to 
those  by  whom  the  screen  was  erected,  or  are  in  perpet- 
uation of  those  connected  with  parish  history. 

I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  completing  sketches 
of  all  the  monograms,  when  some  member  of  the  Club, 
interested  in  the  archaeology  of  the  parish,  wiU  no  doubt 
interpret  them. 

I  propose  in  my  next  paper  to  treat  of  Llannano  screen, 
which  is  situate  within  a  short  distance  of  Abbev  Cwm 
Hir.  
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OF  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

By  RICHARD  WILLIAMS,  NEWTOWN. 
(Gontdnned  from  vol.  iii,  p.  230.) 


Llanbrynmair. — ("St  Mary^s  on  the  Hill.") — A 
parish  comprising  the  townships  of  Talerddig,  Tirymy- 
neich,  Dolgadfan,  Tafolwem  Rniwsaeson,  and  Pennant, 
all  of  which,  except  the  first  (which  belongs  to  the  manor 
of  Talerddig)  are  in  the  lordship  and  manor  of  Cyfeiliog. 
In  Pope  Nicholas's  Taxation  it  is  described  as  a 
chapelry. — See  Mont  Coll,  vol.  ii,  p.  89. 

The  abbey  of  Ystrad  Marchell  (Strata  Marcella)  en- 
joyed extensive  possessions  in  this  and  the  adjoiniug 
parishes  under  Gwenwynwyn's  charter  of  1201  (see  a 
copy  of  the  charter  in  Pennant's  Tours,  vol.  iii,  p.  458). 
On  August  30th,  1530,  a  lease  of  Tyddyn-hafod-y- 
Foel  tenement  was  granted  by  John  the  then  abbot  to 
John  ab  Hywel  Vychan  of  Llwydiarth,  Esq.,  this  being 
nine  years  before  the  dissolution  of  the  abbey  (see 
Rev.  Walter  Davies  s  "  History  of  Meifod,"  Cam.  Quar. 
Mag.,  vol.  i,  p.  328,  and  his  Works,  vol.  iii.  See  parti- 
culars of  grant,  10  Eliz.,  7  July,  to  Robert  Corbet  of 
*'  Frith  Dovolwen"  and  "LUn  Mawre,"  in  Mont.  Coll, 
vol.  iii,  p.  146  ;  and  another  of  the  same  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicester,  14  Eliz.,  19  April,  Ibid.,  p.  154. 

Lewys  Glyn  Cothi  has  addressed  a  poem  {Works,  p. 
447)  to  Owain  Fychan  ab  Gruffydd  ab  leuan  Llwyd 
who  lived  here. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that,  down  at  least  to  1657,  the 
law  of  gavelkind  was  prevalent  in  this  parish  (see 
Mont.  Coll.,  vol.  iii,  p.  45.) 

Humphrey  Dafydd  ab  Ifan,  a  good  poet,  lived  and 
was  parish  clerk  here  about  1620-1660. 
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Llandysilio. — A  parish  in  the  hundred  of  Deud- 
dwr.  ITie  church,  founded  by  Tysilio,  son  of  Brocb- 
wel  Ysgj'throg,  by  Arddun  Ben-asgell,  in  the  sLsth 
century,  was  formerly  a  chapel  to  Llandrinio.  "  Bonedd 
y  Saint,"  Mj/v.  Arch.,  p.  431 ;  Rees's  Welsh  Saints,  p. 

278. 

"  Derllyddid  fy  neddf  fy  newisaw 
Tn  nghadelling  fro  Dysiliaw." 
(Let  my  lot  and  my  wishes  be  poured  forth 
In  the  protecting  country  of  Tysilio.) 

«*  Gorhoffed,"  Gwalchmai. — ifyr.  Arch.,  p.  144. 

Llanerfyl. — A  parish  in  the  hundred  of  Caereinioii, 
80  named  after  Eurfyl,  a  saint  who  is  supposed  to  have 
lived  in  the  seventh  century,  and  to  have  founded  the 
church.— Rees's  Welsh  Saints,  p.  307. 

"  A'r  He  anorfod 

Uwch  Llanurful." 
(And  the  insurmountable  place 
Above  Llanerfyl.) 
"  Canu  yr  Justus  Llwyd.*'— 3/yi'.  Arch,  p,  3C«i. 

Llanfair  Caereinion. — A  town  and  parish  in  tlie 
hundred  of  Caereinion.  In  the  account  given  of  Ce- 
ridwen's  cauldron  of  inspiration  and  science  for  her  ill- 
favoured  son  Avagddu  in  the  IlistOTy  of  Taliesin,  we 
find  the  following  : — 

"  A  Gwion  bach  niab  gwreang  o  Lanfair  yng  Nghaer  Einion 
ym  Mowys  a  roes  hi  i  amodi  y  pair." — (And  she  put  Gwion 
Bach,  the  son  of  a  yeoman  of  Llanfair,  in  Caereinion  in  Powys, 
to  stir  the  cauldron.) — Mahinogion,  iii,  pp.  322,  357,  and  Myc. 
Arch.,  p.  22. 

One  of  the  sayings  of  this  Gwion  Bach  is  preserved 
in  Chwedlau  y  Doethion,  the  "  Sayings  of  the  Wise 
Men":— 

''  A  gly waist  ti  chwedl  Gwiawn 
Bach,  yn  dangaws  deddf  gyfiawn  ? 
lawn  pob  iawn  lie  bo  iawn.** 
(Hast  thou  heard  the  saying  of  Gwiawn 
Bach,  teaching  a  just  law  ? 
Every  claim  is  right  where  there  is  justice.) 

lolo  MSS.,  pp.  250,  603. 
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Llanfair  Cebewain. — The  old  name  for  Newtown, 
see  Drefnewydd,  supra. 

Llanfechain,  formerly  called  Llanarmon  yn  Me-- 
chaiuy  the  church  havmg  been  founded  by  St.  Gannon, 
or  Germanus,  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  Welsh  Saints  in 
the  fifth  century. — Rees's  Wdsh  Saints,  p.  131.  A 
parish  in  the  manor  of  Mechain  Iscoed. 

"  Gwraig  enwog  anwar  ei  throsedd 
Ai  trydywys  bu  trwy  enwiredd 
Llanvechan  fjchod  ei  byrthedd.'' 
(A  renowned  woman,  whose  crime  was  scandalous. 
And  who  lived  in  iniquity,  came  to 
Llanfechan  ;  slight  was  her  repulse.) 

"  Can  Tysilio,"  C}Tiddelw.— Ifyv.  Arch.,  p.  177. 

This  is  probably  an  allusion  to  the  reclamation  ot 
some  fair  but  frail  lady  by  the  saint  (Tysilio). 

Llanfihangel  y  Gwynt  or  yn  Ngwynfa  ("in  Para- 
dise). " — A  parish  in  the  manor  of  Mechain.  A  portion 
of  the  old  principality  of  Powys  was  called  Powys 
Wynfa  (Powys  the  Paradise)  ;  ''  Powys  paradwys 
Cymru"  (Llywarch  Hen). — Four  Ancient  Books  of 
Wales,  vol.  ii,  p.  436.  Hence,  probably,  this  parish 
acquired  the  latter  of  the  two  names  given  above. 

The  eminent  poetess,  Mari  Fychan,  better  known  as 
Gwerfyl  Mechain,  who  flourished  about  1460-1490,  was 
buried  here ;  and  another  poetess  no  less  eminent, 
Ann  Grifliths  the  hymnologist,  was  bom  in  1776  and 
died  in  1805  in  this  parish. 

Llanidloes. — A  town  and  parish  in  the  lordship  of 
Arwystli.  Idloes,  the  founder  of  the  church,  was  a 
saint  living  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventh  century. — 
lieess  Welsh  Saints,  p.  298. 

"  A  glywaist  ti  a  g&nt  Idloes 
Gwr  gw&r  hygar  ei  einioos ; 
Goreu  cynnydd  cadw  moes.'^ 
(Hast  thou  heard  what  Idloes  sang, 
A  man  of  a  peaceful  and  amiable  disposition ; 
The  best  quality  is  that  of  maintaining  morals.) 

"  Englynion  y  Clywed."— J/yv.  Arch,  p.  127. 
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*'  Llan  IdloeH  oil  yn  odlawd." 
(Llanidloes  all  poverty-stricken.) 
"  Mar.  Dafydd  Fychan  o  Fro  Gurig,"  lenan  Dealwyn. — 

Oorch.  B,  CymrUy  p.  154. 

Dafydd  ab  Gwilym  has  an  ode  {Works,  p.  323).  "Tr 
Fedwen  a  wnaed  yn  Bawl  Haf  yn  Llanidloes" — (To 
the  birch  tree  that  was  made  a  maypole  at  Llanidloes). 

Llanllugan  or  Llanllugryn,  also  Llanllugyrn. — 
A  manor  ;  also  a  parish  in  the  comot  of  Cedewain. 

"  The  yeare  1285  Howel  de  Ednenet  a  Fryer  became 
Bislioppe  of  St.  Asaph.  In  the  yeare  1239  hee  gave  to  the 
nunnes  of  Llanligan,  in  Powys  land,  the  tythe  of  the  rectory 
of  Llanuayre  in  Caereinion.^' — Oodwin,  quoted  in  Lewya  Dum, 
vol.  i,  p.  331. 

'*'  Llan  Uugym  llogawd  offeren.'^ 
(Llan-llugym,  a  chancel  for  the  mass.) 

Cynddelw,  "Can  Tysilio."— ITyr.  Arch.,  p.  178. 

Llanmerewig. — A  parish  in  Cedewain ;  called  in 
"  Plwyfau  Cymru"  (the  parishes  of  Wales),  Myv.  Arch., 
p.  743,  Llam  yr  Ewig,  "the  hind's  leap."  It  was  for- 
merly a  chapelry  attached  to  Llanllwchaiarn. 

'*  0  Baiadr  i  Lan  Rewig  Arwystli." 

L.  a.  Cothi,  p.  36. 

Llanwddyn. — A  parish  in  the  comot  of  Mechain,  so 
named  after  Gwddyn,  a  giant  said  to  be  bom  here. — 
LlwydHs  Topographical  Notices,  p.  324.  The  church  is 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  its  revenues  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Knights  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem. 


t( 


1645.  Aug.  2. — The  same  day  E.  V.  fortified  anew  garri- 
son at  Aber  Marchand/*  [in  this  parish — still  called  Y  Garris.] 
— W,  Maurice's  MSS.  at  Wynnstay,  quoted  in  Cambro-Bnton, 
i,  p.  464. 

Llanwrin. — A  parish  in  Cyfeiliog,  so  named  after 
Gwrin,  a  saint  of  the  sixth  century. — Enwogion  Cymru, 
p.  454.  Others  ascribe  the  foundation  of  the  church  to 
SS.  Ust  and  Dyfnig,  who  were  companions  of  St.  Cadfan. 
Rees's  Welsh  Saints,  p.  224. 

"  Ust  a  Dyfnig  y  Saint  yn  Llanwrin  yn   Nghyfeiliog   a 
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ddoetbant  i'r  ynys  hon  gyda  Chad  van." — (Ust  and  Dyfnig 
the  saints  in  Llanwrin  in  Uyfeiliog,  who  came  into  this  island 
with  Cadvan.) — ^'Bonedd  y  Saint/*  Myv,  Arch,,  p.  431. 

Lewys  Glyn  Cothi  has  addressed  a  poem  (  Works,  p. 
452)  to  Lewis  ab  Meredydd  who  lived  here,  and  is  re- 
presented as  a  generous,  wealthy,  and  influential  per- 
son, an  esquire  of  the  body  guard  to  Henry  VI,  and  a 
warrior.  Also  another  poem  {Works ,  p.  449) to  Dafydd 
Llwyd  ab  Llewelyn,  a  celebrated  poet  and  seer  as  well 
as  a  man  of  considerable  property,  who  lived  at  Math- 
afam  in  this  parish,  and  who  had  dislocated  his  shoulder 
by  a  fall  from  his  horse. 

Llysyn. — ^A  township,  also  a  large  farm  in  Llanerfyl 
parisL  The  name  is  probably  a  contraction  of  Llys- 
dyddyn  ("  court  farm") ;  or,  it  may  be,  a  diminutive  of 
llys  ("  a  court").  Probably  the  Princes  of  Powys  had  a 
court  of  judicature  here  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  hence 
the  names  of  Cefh-llys,  Llys  Wgan,  etc. 

*'  Pehyllywys  fy  llyw  yn  Llyssyn  drevad." 
(My  chieftain  encamped  at  the  dwelling  at  Llyssyn.) 

Cynddelw— "  Cylch  Llywelyn."Jlfyt;.  Arch.,  p.  175. 

Llystinwennan. — ^The  ancient  seat  of  Cyndrwyn, 
the  father  of  Cynddylan  and  Hygarfael.  One  of  the 
most  masterly  compositions  of  Lly  warch  Hen  is  "  An 
elegy  to  Cynddylan,  the  son  of  Cyndrwyn." — See  Myv. 
Arch.,  p.  87. 

"  Aelhaiam  yn  maes  Cegidfa  yn  Mhowys,  a  Llwchaiam  yn 
Nghedewain,  a  Chynhaiam  o  Ynys  Cynhaiam  yn  Eifionydd 
meibion  Hygarfael  mah  Cyndrwyn  o  Lys  tinwennan  yn 
Nghaereinion  yn  Mhowys.*' — (Aelhaiarn  in  the  plain  of  Guils- 
field  in  Powys,  and  Llwchaiam  in  Cedewain,  and  Cynhaiam  of 
Ynys  Cynhaiam  in  Eifionydd,  the  sons  of  Hygarfael,  son  of 
Cyndrwyn  of  Llystinwennan  in  Caereinion  in  Powys.)  — 
"  Bonedd  Saint  Y.  V.''—Myv.  Arch.,  416. 

According  to  Mr.  William  Jones  ("  Statistical  Account 
of  Llangadfan,  etc.,"  Cambrian  Reg.,  ii,  366)  this  was 
the  old  name  for  the  township  of  Moelfeliarth  in  the 
parish  of  Llangadfan.     It  has  now  become  obsolete,  but 
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is  mentioned  repeatedly  in  the  charter  of  Griffith  ap 
Gwenwynwyn  to  his  sons,  and  subsequent  documents. 
—See  Mont.  Coll.,  vol.  i,  pp.  126,  137,  165,  etc. 

Machynlleth. — Signifies,  probably,  "the  cove  at  the 
head  of  the  moist  or  meadow  land.''  A  town  and  parish 
in  Cyfeiliog — the  Maglona  of  the  Romans  in  the  time 
of  Honorius — and  where  in  later  times  (1402)  Owain 
Glyndwr  assembled  the  states  of  the  Principality,  and 
was  formallv  crowned  and  acknowledged  Prince  of 
Wales,  on  which  occasion  his  brother-in-law.  Sir  David 
Gam  attempted  his  life.  leuan  Llawdden,  au  eminent 
poet,  officiated  as  clergyman  here  from  1430  to  1470. 
— Cam.  Brit.,  vol.  i,  p.  210  ;  also  about  the  same  time 
Hywel  Swrdwal,  another  eminent  poet  and  historian. 

'^When  will  that  be?  .  .  .  When  the  ears  of  deaf 
Deicin  Fongam  of  Machynlleth  are  as  good  as  those  of  Clust- 
fain  ab  Clustfeinydd,  the  man  who  could  hear  the  sound  of  the 
dewdrop  in  June  falling  from  the  grass  stalky  in  the  four 
corners  of  the  world.^^ — lolo  Goch  (quoted  in  Notes  to 
''  Geraint  ab  ^vhmJ'—Mah.  ii,  p.  144.) 

Addressing  Bedo  of  Penrhos,  near  this  town,  Lewys 
Clyn  Cothi  says  : — 

"  Dciniol  a- i  ceidw,  a  Dwynwen, 
Dylaith  tref  Fachynlleth  wen." 
(Deiniol  and  Dwynwen  will  preserve  him, 
The  rafter  [support]  of  fair  Machynlleth  town.) 

(L.  G.  Cothi,  Works,  p.  427.) 

On  December  28,  1291,  the  king  (Edward  I)  con- 
ceded and  confirmed  to  his  beloved  and  faithful  *'  Au- 
doeno  de  la  Pole,"  that  he  and  his  heirs  for  ever  should 
have  a  weekly  market  here,  and  two  annual  fairs  of 
three  days'  duration,  namely,  on  the  eve,  the  day,  and 
the  morrow  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  (June  28,  29,  30) ; 
and  on  the  eve,  the  day,  and  the  moiTow  of  St.  Edmund 
the  archbishop  (in  November). — See  Mont  Coll,,  vol.  i, 
p.  53.  Wednesday  is  still  the  market  day ;  and  the 
above  fairs  are  to  this  day  the  principal  fairs  of  the 
year,  but  they  do  not  now  extend  beyond  one  day. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


TOPOGRAPHICON    OF   MONTGOMERYSHIRE.  191 

Main. — A  township  in  Meifod.  In  an  ode  to  Mere- 
dydd  ab  Hywel  of  Llanfechain,  Lewys  Glyn  Cothi 
styles  him  as 

"  Maen  ^werthfawr  mawr  hyd  y  Main^ 

A  machndd  yw  yn  Mechain." 
(A  large  precious  stone  at  Main, 
And  a  jet  stone  he  is  in  Mechain.) 

(L.  G.  Cotbi,  p.  384.) 

Mallwyd  (Maen-llwyd,  the  giey  stone). — ^A  parish 
partly  within  the  hundred  of  Caereinion,  but  chiefly 
situated  in  Merionethshire.  The  church  was  founded 
by  St  Tydecho,  to  whom  many  wonderful  miracles  are 
attributed. — See  Dyfi,  and  Garthbeibio,  supra. 

Dr.  John  Davies,  author  of  the  Welsh-Latin  Dic- 
tionary, was  rector  of  Mallwyd  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

"  Fy*  wyllys  a'm  bryd  trwy  Pallwyd  y  troes.'' 
(My  will  and  my  desire  have  turned  through  Mallwyd.) 

(L.  G.  Cothi,  p.  178.) 

Marchnwy. — A  river  referred  to  by  Lly  warch  Hen 
in  the  following  lines  : — 

*'  Amhafal  ar  Afaerwy 
Ydd  k  TrSn  yn  y  Trydonwy 
Ac  ydd  &  Twrch  yn  Marchnwy.'^ 
(Parallel  with  the  Afaerwy 
The  Tren  enters  the  Trydonwy 
And  the  Twrch  falls  into  the  Marchnwy.) 
("Marwnad  Cynddylan." — Myv.  Arch.y  90,  and  FourAnc. 
Books  of  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  456,  and  vol.  ii,  p.  289.) 

There  is,  it  appears,  no  river  which  now  bears  this 
name,  and  as  there  are  several  bearing  the  name  Twrch, 
some  writers  (including  the  Rev.  D.  Silvan  Evans)  have 
left  the  geographical  position  of  the  Marchnwy  an  open 
question.  Mr.  William  Jones,  however,  in  his  "  Sta- 
tistical Account  of  Llanerfyl,  Llangadfan,  and  Garth- 
beibio" {Cam.  Reg.,  voL  ii,  p.  366,  et  seq.)  maintains 
that  it  is  identical  with  the  well  known  river  now 
called  the   Banw,  which  receives  the   Twrch  below 
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Garthbeibio  church,  and  as  Llywarch  Hen  often  refers 
to  Hafren,  Rhiw,  Tarannon,  and  other  rivers  and  places 
in  Montgomeryshire,  this  is  probably  correct. 

Mathafarn. — "  A  hospital ;"  a  farmhouse,  formerly 
a  mansion,  in  Llanwrin  parish.  About  1480,  Dafydd 
Llwyd  ab  Llywelyn  ab  Gruffydd,  a  celebrated  poet, 
lived  here,  and  the  Earl  of  Richmond  partook  of  his 
hospitality,  and  slept  at  his  house  on  his  way  to  Bos- 
worth.  The  poet  fell  from  his  horse,  thereby  dislocating 
his  shoulder,  and  to  console  him  under  his  affliction, 
Lewys  Glyn  Cothi  addressed  to  him  a  poem. — See  L. 
G.  Cothi's  Works,  p.  449. 

Robert  Dyfi,  who  flourished  about  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  addressed  a  poem  to  Huw  Gruffydd 
ab  Morris  of  Penrhos,  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of 
Penegoes,  whom  he  calls  : — 

"  A  thyfiad  gwyr  Mathafarn." 
(The  offshoot  of  the  men  of  Mathafarn.) 

(MSS.,  vol.  ii,  p.  67.) 

"  1644,  Nov.  29.   The  Parlm  burnt  Mathavarn  in  Mountg. 
and  made  that  part  of  the  country  conformable  to  the  rest." 
Wynnstay  MSS. — W.  Maarice*8,  vide  Cam.-Briton^ 

vol.  i,  p.  464. 

Possibly  the  following  lines  refer  to  another  locality 
bearing  the  same  name  : — 

"  Bedd  Dehewaint  ar  Glewaint  afon^ 
Yn  ngwrthdir  Mathafarn^ 
TstiflTwl  cedwir  cadam." 
(The  grave  of  Dehewaint  is  on  the  river  Clewaiiit, 
In  the  uplands  of  Mathafarn, 
The  support  of  mighty  warriors.) 

"  Eng"  y  Beddaa." — Myv.  Arch,,  p.  68,  and  Four  Anc, 
Books  of  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  317,  and  ii,  p.  33. 

Mathrafal. — A  lordship  and  manor ;  a  township  ; 
also  a  farm  in  the  parish  of  Llangynyw,  the  site  of  the 
ancient  castle  of  Mathrafal.  In  1790  the  Princes  of 
Powys  removed  their  seat  from  Pengwern  (Shrewsbury) 
to  this  place.  It  lies  a  little  over  two  miles  above  the 
village  of  Meifod.     Llywarch  Hen  alludes  to 
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"  Y  dref  wen  rhwng  Tren  a  Thrafal.*' 
(The  white  town  betwixt  Tren  and  Traval.) 

Works,  p.  86  ;  My  v.  Arch.,  p.  89 ;  Four  yinc.  Books 
of  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  455,  and  vol.  ii,  p.  285. 

*'  Rhodri  Mawr  a  ddodes  drefn  newydd  ar  lywodraeth 
Cymru  hyd  y  cerddai  ei  fraint  ef,  nid  amgen  Ceredigion  a 
Chadell  ei  fab  hynaf  a*i  cafas^  ac  iddaw  ei  lys  yn  Ninefwr; 
Gwynedd  a  ddodes  ef  i  Anarawd  ei  fab  ac  iddaw  ei  lys  yn 
AberflFraw  ym  Mon;  Powys  a  roddes  ef  i  Ferfyn  ei  fab  ac 
iddaw  ei  lys  ym  Mathrafal ;  ac  ar  yr  hynaf  o  honynt  deyrnged 
i  Frenhin  Lloegr,  ac  i'r  hynaf  deyrnged  gan  y  ddau  eraill,  a'r 
tri  Tbywys-awg  Taleithiawg  eu  gelwid  am  iddynt  yn  anad  fu 
o'a  blaen  hwynt  wisgaw  Taleithiau  am  eu  coronau  fal  y  gwnelai 
frenhinoedd  yng  ngwledydd  eraill,  lie  cyn  no  hyny  ni  wisgynt 
frenhinoedd  a  thywysogion  cenedl  y  Cymry  namyn  hualau 
euraidd.'' — "  Brut  y  Tywysogion." — Myv.  Arch.,  p.  688. 

The  substance  of  the  above  quotation  is  thus  ren- 
dered and  explained  by  Dr.  Powel : — 

"These  three  dominions  [Gwynedd,  Deheubarth,  and  Powys] 
he  [Rhodri  Mawr  who  was  killed  in  battle  about  876]  appointed 
under  their  meares  and  bounds,  with  a  princelie  house  in  euerie 
of  them,  which  he  named  Y  tair  Talaeth,  and  left  the  same 
unto  three  of  his  sonnes,  Anarawd,  Cadelh,  and  Mervyn,  which 
were  called  T  tri  twysoc  Talaeihioc,  that  is, '  the  three  crowned 
princes,^  because  euerie  of  them  did  weare  vpon  his  bonet  or 
helmet  a  coronet  of  gold,  being  a  broade  lace  or  headband  in- 
dented vpward,  set  and  wrought  with  pretious  stones,  which  in 
the  Brytish  or  Welsh  speach  is  called  Talaeth  :  and  so  to  this 
daie  nurses  doo  name  that  broade  headband,  wherewith  a 
child's  head  is  bound  vppermost  vpon  some  other  linen  cloathes, 
Talaeth.  AberflFraw  was  the  chiefe  house  of  the  prince  of 
Gwyneth,  whose  dominion  was  therefore  called  Talaeth  Aber- 
flTraw :  Dinevowr,  the  princelie  house  of  Dehevbarth,  whereof 
that  part  is  named  Talaeth  Dinevowr :  and  in  like  manner 
Talaeth  Mathraval  is  so  called,  of  the  princelie  seate  of  Powys, 
called  Mathraval.'' — PowePs  Hist,  of  Cambriay  p.  35. 

See  also  the  "  Triads  of  the  Isle  of  Britain,"  Nos.  43 
and  126,  Myv.  Arch.,  pp.  405,  411;  also  "  Parthau 
Cymru"  (the  Divisions  of  Wales),  Ibid.,  p.  735  ;  and 
"  Brut  y  Tywysogion,  Ibid.,  p.  638. 

"  Tair  uchel  lys  y  sydd  yn  Nghymru  :  nid  amgen,  llys  Aber- 
fraw,  a  llys  Dinevwr,  a  llys  Mathravael*'  (Three  high  courts 
VOL.  IV.  O 
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there  are  in  Wales,  namely,  the  Court  of  Aberffraw,  the  Court 
of  Dinevwr,  and  the  Court  of  Mathrafal).  "  Trioedd  Cyvraith'^ 
(The  Triads  of  Law),  Ihid.,  p.  948. 

"  Ym  maes  Mathrafal  mathredig  tyweirch, 
Gan  draed  meirch  mawrydig/' 
(In  the  plain  of  Mathrafal  trodden  down  are  the  sods 
Under  the  hoofs  of  magnificent  horses.) 

Cynddelw.— "  Eng*  i  Fadawg  fab  Maredudd."— 

Myv.  Arch,j  p.  155. 

"  Castell  Mathrafal  mwyth  werin  wythawg, 
Du  peithiawg  poeth  ethrin." 
(The  Castle  of  Mathrafal  puflFed  with  a  wrathful  multitude, 
A  black,  desolate,  hot  conflict.) 

Prydydd  y  Moch.— "  I  Ru%dd  ab  Hywel  ab  Owain 
Owynedd."— J5ii.,  p.  206. 

•'  A'r  cathlef  cyntaf  ar  Fathrafal.'* 
(The  first  hymning  over  Mathrafal.) 

L.  a.  Cothi,  p.  470. 

"  A  Threfor  a  Mathrafal.*' 

Gutyn  Owain. — Gorch.  B,  CymrUy  p.  218. 

^'  Methai  rhyfyg  Mathrafal.** 
(The  arrogance  of  Mathrafal  failed.) 

Tudur  Aled.—Ibid,y 


Mechain. — A  comet  comprising  the  parishes  of  Mei- 
fod,  Llanfihangel  yn  Ngwynfa,  Llanwddyn,  Pennant 
Melangell,  Llangynog,  Llan  Himant,  Llanfyllin,  Uan- 
armon  yn  Mechain  [now  called  Llanfechain],  and  Llan- 
sanfraid  yn  Mechain. — "Plwyfau  Cymrtu" — Myv.  Arch., 
p.  743. 

"  Neud  cyngholled  im  colli  rwyf  Mechain.** 
(It  is  truly  utter  loss  to  me  to  lose  the  ruler  of  Mechain.) 
Cynddelw. — "  Marwnad  Owain  fab  Madog." — 

Myv.  Arch.f  p.  157. 

^^  Mur  meddgym  mechdeyrn  Mechain.** 
(The  lord  of  Mechain,  protector  of  mead  horns.) 
Cynddelw.—"  Canu  i  Owain  Cyfeiliog."— I6ii.,  p.  162. 

"  Dywed  ein  dyfod  [i]  Fechain." 
(Say  we  are  come  to  Mechain.) 
"  Eng"  Teulu  0.  Cyfeiliog  i  Gylchau  Cjmvu.''—Ihid,  p.  192. 
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"  Mad  tywysaist  In  Loef^r  irddant 
Ar  derfyn  Mechain  a  Mochnant/' 
(Thou  didst  bravely  lead  thy  forces,  the  astonishment  of  Lloegr, 
To  the  borders  of  Mechain  and  Mochnant.) 

Prydydd  Moch. — "  Canu  i  Llywelyn  ab  lorwerth." — 

Myv.  Arch.,  p,  212. 

*'  A  gwaedfirwd  redegawg 
Am  Fochnant  cain  amgant  coedawg 
Am  Fechain  yn  fochddwyreawg/' 
(And  a  running  stream  of  blood 
For  sweet  wood-environed  Mochnant, 
For  Mechain  rising  rapidly  [or  early] .) 

Llywarch  ab  Llywelyn. — "  Arwyrain  i  Llywelyn  ab 
lorwerth."— Bid.,  p.  216. 

The  Myv.  Arch,  also  contains  (pp.  246,  247)  Engly- 
nion  by  Llewelyn  Fardd  Cywryd*  to  Owain  ab  Madog 
ab  Maredudd  of  Mechain. 

About  the  same  time  as  the  battle  of  Hastings  (1066) 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Mechain — one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  Welsh  history — ^which  is  thus  recorded  in 
Brut  y  Tywysogion : — 

''  Ac  yna  y  bu  waith  Mechain  rhwng  Bleddyn  a  Ehiwallon 
feibion  Cynfyn  a  Maredudd  ac  Ithel  feibion  Gruffydd  ac  yna  y 
dygwyddawdd  meibion  Gruflfydd.  Ithel  a  las  yn  y  frwydyr,  a 
Maredudd  a  fu  farw  o  anwyd  yn  flfo,  ac  yno  y  lias  Rhiwallon 
mab  Cynfyn.  Ac  yna  y  cynhellis  Bleddyn  fab  Cynfyn  Gwy- 
nedd  a  Phowys  a  Meredydd  fab  Owain  fab  Edwin  a  gynhelis 
Deheubarth.'^ — (And  then  took  place  the  battle  of  Mechain 
between  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon,  sons  of  Cynfyn  and  Mere- 
dith, and  Ithel,  sons  of  GriflBth  [ab  Llywelyn],  and  then  the 
sons  of  Griffith  were  defeated.  Ithel  was  slain  in  the  battle, 
and  Meredith  died  of  cold  during  his  flight,  and  Rhiwallon,  the 
son  of  Cynfyn,  was  slain  there.  And  then  Bleddyn  ab  Cynfyn 
acquired  North  Wales  and  Powys,  and  Meredith  son  of  Owain 
son  of  Edwin  acquired  South  Wales.) — Myv.  Arch.,  p.  606. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  MS.  "  Cywydd  Cymmod  Wmflfre 
ab  Hywel  ab  lankyn''  (Ode  on  the  reconciliation  of  Humphrey 
ab  Hywel  ab  Jenkyn),  by  Tudur  Aled,  a  celebrated  bard  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  who  addresses  him  as  a  descendant  of  Hywel 
Vychan  of  Mechain  : — 

^  There  is  a  bridge  in  the  neighbourhood  called  "  Pontiscywryd." 
Query,  did  the  poet  take  his  name  from  this  locality  ? 

O  2 
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"  Hywel  oedd  o  hil  i  ddaw, 
Vychan  draig  a  Fechain  draw  /^ 

Lewys  Glyn  Cothi  very  frequently  refers  to  Mechain. 
Addressing  Watkin  Vychan  of  Herast  he  says  : — 

*'  Galwer  dan  ei  faner  fo 
Ddeunawtir  'nhwy  ddon'  ato  ; 

*  *  * 

O  Lundain  i  Fechain  fawr, 

0  Gyfeiliog  i  Faelawr/' 

(Let  there  be  called  under  hia  banner  eighteen  lands   [or 

lordships]   and  they  will  flock  to  him  *  *  *  *  from  London 

to  wide  Mechain,  from  Cyfeiliog  to  Maelor.) — L.  G.  Cothi,  p.  32. 

And  in  an  ode  asking  for  a  sword  to  kill  the  men  of 
Chester,  addressed  to  Dafydd  ab  Gutyn  of  Oswestry, 
it  is  said  of  the  latter  : — 

"  IV  deidiau  Md  oedd  rym  deudir, 
Mechain  ynt  hwy  Mochnant  hir/' 
(To  his  grandfather  belonged  two  countries, 
Mechain  and  Mochnant  long.) 

L.  G.  Cothi,  p.  377. 

Hywel  ab  Morns  of  Oswestry  is  called, 

"  Hector  Hywel  ab  Moms, 
Yniawl  iarll  o  Fechain  lys.^' 
(Hector  [is]  Hywel  ab  Morus, 
Yniawl  the  earl,  of  the  hall  of  Mechain.) 

Ibid.,  p.  383. 

And  Maredudd  his  son  : — 

"  Maen  gwerthfawr  mawr  hyd  y  Main. 
A  muchudd  yw  yn  Mechain.^* 
(A  gem  of  great  value  he  is  as  far  as  Main, 
And  jet  he  is  in  Mechain.) 

Ibid.,  p.  384.  ^ 

Of  Sir  Thomas  Fychan  of  Tretower  it  is  said  : — 

"  Bf  a  chwyn  werin  Fechain  oriog.'* 
(He  will  weed  out  the  peasantry  of  capricious  Mechain.) 

Ibid.,  p.  49. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  G.  T.  O.  Bridgeman's  paper  on 
"  The  Ancient  Lords  of  Mechain"  (Mont.  Coll.,  vol.  i,  p. 
196)  contains  much  valuable  and  interesting  informa- 
tion. 
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Mediolanum. — A  Roman  station  described  by  Anto- 
nine  and  Ptolemy  as  situate  at  the  point  of  crossing  of 
the  road  from  Rutunium  (Rowton)  to  Mens  Eriri  (Tom- 
men  y  Mur,  near  Tanybwlch),  and  Segontium  (Carnar- 
von), and  the  Via  Devana,  or  the  road  from  Nidum 
(Neath)  to  Deva  (Chester). — See  Cam-Briton^  vol.  i,  p. 
339.  The  exact  locality  of  this  long  lost  town  has, 
during  the  last  two  hundred  years,  given  rise  to  much 
controversy,  and  perhaps  will  ever  remain  a  vexed 
question.  It  has  been  variously  placed  by  some  at 
Meifod,  by  others  at  Llanfyllin,  at  Drayton,  at  Peny- 
bont,  between  Meifod  and  Llanfyllin,  and  at  Clawdd 
Coch  in  Llanymynech,  not  very  far  from  the  confluence 
of  the  Vymwy  and  Severn.  The  first  of  the  above 
places  (Meifod)  is  favoured  by  the  local  antiquary, 
Thomas  Price,  who  argues  in  its  support  as  follows  : — 

'^Mediolanum  *  *  *  can  be  neither  Mathrafal  nor  Llan- 
fyllin, but  some  third  place  between  both,  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, can  be  no  other  than  Meifod,  which  has  been  very  con- 
siderable in  former  times,  and  since  their  removal  from  Shrews- 
bury, the  burial  place  of  the  princes  of  Powys ;  for,  besides 
the  parish  church  now  standing,  I  myself  have  seen  the  ruins 
of  two  other  churches,  and  been  told  of  a  Crefydd-dy  or  reli- 
gious house,  and  several  pavements  and  hearths  have  been 
digged  up  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  which  one  at  a  pretty  dis- 
tance from  the  present  village  is  to  this  day  called  GUveirg- 
lawdd  y  porth,  and  at  a  like  distance  another  way  there  is 
Pentref  y  Gof,  the  Smithfield  of  Mediolanum  *  *  *  But  to 
pinn  the  basket  in  Mr.  Camden's  own  way,  I  find  all  the  letters 
of  Meifod  in  Mediolanum,  and  remaining  put  together  make 
Melan,  which  added  to  Mifod^  compose  Melan  Mifod,  which  is 
a  true  anagram  of  Mediolanum.^' — Letter  to  Mr.  Josiah  Bab- 
ington  of  Llanerch,  dated  12th  April,  1701. — Gam,  Reg.,  vol. 
1,  p.  326. 

Pennant  also  (Tours,  vol.  iii,  pp.  181,  182,)  supports 
the  same  view,  conjecturing  the  name  to  be  a  Latinised 
form  of  Meudwy-lccn  (the  hermit's  close).  Camden, 
and  some  others,  however,  will  have  Llanfyllin  to  be 
the  spot ;  but  more  probably  it  was  at  Clawdd  Coch, 
Llanymynech,  where  there  are  to  be  found  remains  of 
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a  large  and  important  Roman  post,  and  which  on  a 
carefiil  consideration  of  the  Roman  IteVy  and  of  the 
various  localities  above  referred  to,  was  more  probably 
the  poLQt  of  intersection  of  the  two  great  roads. — See 
Rev.  H.  L.  Jones  "  On  the  Antiquities  of  Montgomery- 
shire," Mont  Coll.,  vol.  iii,  p.  207. 

Meifod. — "  A  champaign  place  of  settlement,"  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Owen  Pughe.  As  the  late  Rev.  Walter 
Davies  has  written  one  of  his  exhaustive  and  highly 
interesting  "  Topographical  Notices"  about  this  parish, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  Cam.  Quar.  Mag.,  vol.  i, 
pp.  320  and  430,  and  also  m  the  collected  edition  of 
his  Wo7*ks,  vol.  iii,  p.  92.  I  will  only  quote  the  follow- 
ing references  from  the  poems  of  Cynddelw  : — 

*'  Caraf  y  Ian  a'r  Hen  dan  gadredd, 
Ger  J  mae  Gwyddfarch  uwch  Gwynedd, 
Gwyddfil  glwyd  glew  diachwedd 
Gwydd  fynwent  gwyddfa  brenhinedd, 
Beirdd  nefedd  niferawg  orsedd 
Fraisg  addorth  ehorth  ehofnedd 
Breiniawg  log  leudir  cyfannedd 
Moifod  wen  nid  meufyr  a^i  medd. 

*  *  * 

0  bryder  berthfalch  y'th  berchir, 
Berth  y  mae  Meifod  a'i  rhandir. 

*  *  * 
Yn  Meifod  y  maent  arfyddon.'^ 

(I  love  the  spot  whose  surface  (is  trodden)  by  the  brave, 
Near  where  Gwyddvarch  is,  above  Gwjnedd, 
A  place  of  honeysuckles,  the  chieftain^s  seat,  a  serene  region, 
A  conspicuous  enclosure,  the  burial-place  of  princes, 
The  desire  of  bards  (a  numerous  assembly. 
Studious,  diligent,  full  of  intrepidity), 
A  privileged  sanctuary,  a  bright  cultivated  spot ; 
Fair  Meivod  !  it  is  not  occupied  by  soldiers  ! 

*  *  *  * 
Carefully  art  thou,  the  fair  and  noble,  respected  ; 
Beautiful  is  Meivod  with  its  surrounding  district  ! 

*  *  *  * 
In  Meivod  there  are  banners  waving.) 

Cynddelw.—"  Can  Tysilio. "—Ifyy.  Arch.,  p.  170. 
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Meigbn. — "A  recess."  An  ancient  British  town,  some- 
^where  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Breiddin,  the  site  of 
which  was  possibly  identical,  or  nearly  so,  with  that  of 
the  old  Roman  station  Mediolanum  (see  supra.)  This 
^was  the  scene  of  a  great  battle  between  Cadwallon  and 
King  Edwin  in  the  7th  century  : — 

''  Lluest  Cadwallawn  ar  Hafren, 
Ac  o'r  tu  draw  i  Dygen, 
A  breiaid  yn  llosgi  Meigen/' 
(Cadwallawn  encamped  on  the  Hafren, 
And  on  the  further  side  of  Dygen, 
And  the  devourers  were  burning  Meigen.) 
Llywarch  Hen. — "Marwnad  Cadwallawn. — Four  Ano.  Books 
of  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  434,  aad  ii,  p.  277 ;  and 
Myv.  Arch,,  p.  97. 

The  adoption  of  the  leek  as  the  national  emblem  is 
referred  to  the  battle  of  Meigen ;  and  for  their  heroic 
bearing  in  it,  the  men  of  Powys  acquired  their  fourteen 
privileges  : — 

^^  Gwyr  Powya  pobl  disgy wen. 
Cad  orllawes  orllawen, 
Pedair  cynneddf  cadw  cadyr  wrthen, 
A'r  ddeg  yr  ddugant  o  Peigen.'^ 
(Men  of  Towys  !  a  people  renowned 
By  a  skilful  contest  of  joyous  result. 
Fourteen  immunities  strenuously  upheld  and  respected 
They  gained  at  Meigen  I) 
Cynddelw. — "  Breiniaa  Gwyr  Powys." — Myv.  Arch.,  p.  186. 

'^  Aweh  roddaf  arawd  orawen  gyffes 
Awch  roddes  awch  reen 
Wrth  awch  bod  awch  bod  yn  llawen, 
Wrth  awch  bryd  awch  braint  o  Peigen,'^ 
(To  you  I  will  dedicate  a  panegyric  of  joyful  effusion. 
To  you  has  your  lord  granted  that,  with  your  contentment 

of  mind,  you  should  be  glad ; 
According  to  your  desire  your  privilege  from  Meigen.) 
Cynddelw. — "  Gwelygorddau  Powys." — Ibid.,  p.  186. 

"  Ac  wedi  mynegu  hyny  i  Edwin  ef  a  gynnullodd  atto  hoU 
frenhinoedd  y  Saeson  a  hyd  y  maes  a  elwir  Hodfeld  yn  erbyn 
Cadwallawn  a  dechreu  ymladd  a^r  Brytaniaid.  Ac  yn  y  He 
ar  ddechreu  yr  ymladd  y  Uas  Edwin  a'i  hoU  bobl  haiach,  ac 
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Offrid  ei  fab  yn  nghyd  ag  ef  a  Gotbott  brenhin  Ore  a  ddothoedd 
yn  borth  iddo  a'r  rhan  fwyaf  or  eu  llu  yn  nghyd  ag  hwynt.** 
(And  when  that  was  told  Edwin  he  gathered  to  himself  all  the 
kings  of  the  English  unto  the  plain  called  Hedfeld,  against 
Cadwallawn,  and  began  to  fight  with  the  British.  And  there, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  Edwin  and  almost  all  his  people 
were  killed,  and  Offrid,  his  son,  with  him,  and  Gotbott,  King 
of  Ore  [Orkney  ?]  who  had  come  to  his  assistance,  and  with 
them  the  greater  part  of  their  host.) — ''  Brut  G.  ab  Arthur/' 
Ibid.,  p.  552. 

Bede  also  (Hist.  Eccles.  ii,  20)  gives  a  similar  account, 
stating  that  the  battle  where  Edwin  and  his  sons  fell 
was  fought  "  in  the  plain  called  Haethfelth ;"  supposed 
to  be  Hatfield,  in  Yorkshire. 

Nennius,  however,  calls  this  battle  "Bellum  Meicen," 
and  in  the  Annales  Carnhrice,  we  find  it  referred  to  as 
"Gueith  Meiceren,  et  ibi  interfectus  est  Etguin  cum 
duobus  filiis  suis.     Catguollaim  autem  victor  fait." 

Hence  it  has  been  assumed  by  Stephens,  Woodward, 
and  others,  that  Meigen  and  Haethfelth  are  one  and  the 
same  place.  It  is  sufficiently  evident,  however,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  Rev.  D.  Silvan  Evans,  in  his  notes  to 
the  Four  Ancient  Books  of  Wales,  vol.  ii,p.  443,  "that  the 
Meigen  of  Llywarch  Hen,  must  be  somewhere  in  Powys, 
and  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Severn."  It  follows 
that  either  (l)  there  were  two  places  bearing  this  name  ; 
or  (2)  Haethfelth  must  have  been  in  the  valley  of  the 
Severn,  and  not  as  has  been  supposed  at  Hatfield,  in 
Yorkshire  ;  or  (3)  Bede  and  G.  ab  Arthur  (GeoflBrey  of 
Monmouth),  who  possibly  copied  from  him,  were  wrong 
in  stating  that  Edwin  and  his  sons  fell  at  Haethfelth  ; 
or  (4)  Nennius  and  the  Annales  are  wrong  in  jiscribing 
their  death  to  the  battle  of  Meigen. 


{To  he  continued.) 
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LLANRHAIADR-YN-MOCHNANT. 

ITS   PAROCHIAL  HISTORY   ANiD  ANTIQUITIES. 
By  THOMAS  W.  HAKCOCK. 


CHAP.   I. 

MOCHNANT. 

The  ancient  territorial  division  called  the  commot  of 
Mochnant  was  divided,  in  the  time  of   Prince  Owen 
Gwynedd,  circa   1 1 70,  into  two  divisions.     "  In  that 
year  was  slain  lorwerth  Goch  [the  Red],  son  of  Mare- 
dud,  from  his  nation  and  his  wealth  in  Mochnant,  by 
the  two  Owains.     And  those  two  Owains  shared  and 
divided  Mochnant  between  them,  so  that  Mochnant- 
uwch-Raeadyr  feU  to  Owain  Kyfeiliawc  and  Mochnant- 
is-Raeadyr  to  Owain  Vychan."     Such  is  the  brief  refer- 
ence made  in  the  Chronicle  or  '*  Brut"  of  the  Princes,  to 
the  dividing  of  the  commot.     The  present  manor  of 
Mochnant  [uwch  Raeadyr]  as  exhibited  in  the  Lord's  (the 
Earl  of  Powis's)  books,  embraces  the  parishes  of  Llan- 
gynog,  Pennant,  Hirnant,  the  township  of  Marchnant- 
ucha  in  the  parish  of  Llanwddyn,  and  the  townships  of 
Glanhavon,    Cefncoch,    Nantfyllon,    CasteUmoch,   and 
Marchnant-isa  in  the  parish  of  Llanrhaiadr,  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire.    And  Mochnant  [is  Raeadyr]  embraces  the 
remaining  townships  of  the  parish  of  Llanrhaiadr,  the 
parish  of  Llanarmon-Mynydd-Mawr,  the  townships  of 
Llangedwin  and  Scrwgan  in  the  parish  of  Llangedwyn, 
portions  of  the  parishes  of  Llanarmon  Dyffrynceiriog, 
and  Llangadwaladr  in  Denbighshire.     The  commots  of 
Cynllaith  Owain,  and  Cynllaith  Tir  larU,  for  certain 
civil  purposes,  as  for  assessing  for  the  land  and  income 
taxes,  etc.,  are  united  to  portions  of  Mochnant,  and  are 
designated  under  the  united  title  of  "  CynUaith  and 
Mochnant."     Brithdir,    a   township   in    the  parish    of 
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Llanrhaiadr,  within  the  county  of  Montgomery,  forms  a 
separate,  but  small  manor,  under  the  title  of  the  manor 
of  Brithdir,  belonging  to  G.  H.  Whalley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  but 
there  are  groimds  for  believing  that  this  manor  at  one 
time  formed  part  of  the  ancient  commot,  now  the  manor 
of  Mochnant.  It  is  not  alluded  to  as  a  separate  manorial 
division,  in  the  time  of  Prince  Llywelyn  ap  Grufydd, 
when  a  survey  was  made  of  the  divisions  of  Wales. 
Gwemfeifod,  now  a  farm,  in  Henfach6  township,  and 
forming  part  of  the  estate  of  W.  P.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Bod- 
weni,  is  reported  by  tradition  to  have  been  a  small 
manor,  having  manorial  rights  and  privileges. 

LLANRHAIADR- YN-MOCHNANT. 

Name. — Llanrhaiadr  is  the  syncopated  form  of  LLan" 
ar-y-Rkaiadry  i.e.,  the  Chiu^ch  (or  enclosure)  on  the 
Bhaiadr.  The  addition  of  yn-Mochnant  serves  only  to 
distinguish  it  as  being  within  the  commot  of  Mochnant. 

Position  and  Boundaries. — This  parish,  as  shown  by 
the  preceding  remarks,  is  in  part  situate  within  the 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  of  Denbigh,  But  by  an- 
cient custom  it  is  designated  as  the  Montgomeryshire 
Llanrhaiadr,  It  has  the  following  parishes  abutting 
upon  it,  viz.,  Llandrillo  (Merioneth) ;  Llanarmon  Dyf- 
fryn  Ceiriog,  Llanarmon  Mynydd  Mawr,  Llansilin,  Llan- 
gedwyn,  (Denbighshire);  LlansantfFraid,  Llanfechain, 
Llanfyllin,  Llanfihangel,  Llanwddyn,  Himant,  Pennant, 
and  Llangynog  (Montgomeryshire).  At  a  spot  on  the 
Berwyn  range,  about  two  mUes  above  Pistyll  Bhaiadr, 
at  a  cam  of  stones,  the  three  counties  of  Montgomery, 
Denbigh,  and  Merioneth  meet,  the  same  spot  also  serves 
as  a  point  of  contact  for  the  three  lordships  of  Moch- 
nant-uwch-Ehaiadr,  Mochnant-is-Bhaiadr  and  Merio- 
neth. 

Extent  and  Divisions. — A  line  drawn  from  Cader 
Ferwyn  to  the  extremity  of  Gartheryr  township  wiU 
measure  ten  miles.  The  parish  is  divided  into  sixteen 
townships,  and  three  lordships.  The  following  table 
will  show  the  various  quantities  and  particulars  relating 
to  each  township. 
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The  total  area,  as  presented  in  a  Parliamentary 
Return  relating  to  parishes,  is  23,294  statute  acres. 
This  Return  would  include  the  Turnpike  Roads  and 
Highways. 

The  award  in  the  Tithe  Apportionment  states  that 
in  1839  the  estimated  extent  of 


Arable  land,  was            -         -         . 

8600  statute  acres 

Meadow  or  Pasture  land 

3000       „ 

Woodland 

180       „ 

Common  land       .         -         -         - 

11,000       „ 

Glebe  to  the  Vicar         .         .         - 

n  „     ., 

Glebe  to  the  appropriate  Rector     - 

7       „ 

The  following  farms  of  the  extent  of  50  acres  and  up- 
wards are  extracted  from  the  valuation  and  rate  books 
for  the  year  1870,  the  same  include  the  sheep  walk 
attached  thereto. 


Township  and  name  of 
Farm. 

Trb'bllan. 
Tynymaes     -     -     . 

Trbwbbn. 
Park  isa  -     -     -     - 


Park  ucha     -     -  - 

Caemawr       -     -  - 

Glaniwrch     -     -  - 

Trewem  isa  -     -  - 
Trewem  ganol  - 

Hknfachb. 

Gwernfeifod  -     -  • 

Maesybwch  -     -  . 
Tyuyddol  and  Tyny 

fodw     -     -     -  - 

Tynywern     -     -  - 

Tyddynygwynt  -  - 

Tyccrrig  -     -     -  - 

Hcnfaclie       -     -  - 

Tanyffordd    -     -  - 

Peuybiyu      -     -  - 

Pvvllypridd    -     -  - 

TanyttVidd     -     -  - 

Sycbnant       -     -  • 


Owner. 
Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  Bt.    - 

Very  Eev.  R.  M.  Bon- 
nor.  Dean  of  St.  Asaph 
The  same  ----- 
W.  P.  Jones  -  -  -  - 
Sir  W.  W.  Wynn      -     - 


-     Mrs.  Moms     - 

W.  P.  Jones    - 
Richard  Jones 


Mrs.  Morris  -  - 
Miss  Mary  Davies 
John  Lewis  -  - 
Richard  Jones 


Messrs.  Evans  &  Jones  - 

iy  yj 

Messrs.  Watkin   -     -     - 


Bat. 

Extent. 

VaL 

A.387 

£196 

340 

153 

118 

131 

95 

108 

175 

114 

63 

56 

316 

216 

464 

76 

321 

108 

70 

71 

128 

24 

54 

29 

86 

58 

551 

189 

HI 

61 

50 

29 

132 

40 

171 

72 

167 

72 
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Township  and  name  of 
Farm. 

Bat. 

Owner. 

Extent. 

Val. 

Garregddu    -     -     - 

Lewis  Morris  -     - 

. 

85 

24 

Tynyceljm     -     -     - 

David  Rowlands  - 

-     - 

66 

49 

Gweryncwm  (sheep- 

walk  farm-     -     - 

Humphrey  Humphreys  - 

132 

9 

Tanypistill    -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

- 

190 

9 

Penffor'wen  &  Plas- 

W.  P.  Jones    -     - 

- 

60 

67 

criafol  -     -     -     - 

Banhadia  Hamlet. 

Cefnhirfach  -     -     - 

R.  G.  Jebb       -     - 

. 

137 

90 

Cefnhirfawr  -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

- 

502 

198 

Khydgaled    -     -     - 

yt                99 

-     - 

75 

56 

Banhadla  ucha. 

Hafodty  ...     - 

W.  Hind  Smith    - 

- 

89 

14 

Tyisa 

Thomas  Morris     - 

. 

258 

36 

Buarthyrea   -     -     - 

Very  Rev.  R.  M.  Bonnor 

603 

31 

Blaenycwm  -     -     - 

P<af*»i»  TTnl<>- 

416 

31 

XULC?I     ULttltJ  -         -         ~ 

"     " 

U  I. 

Plasmaengwynedd  - 

Charies  Bibby-     - 

-  - 

88 

59 

Maes 

James  Davies  -     - 

- 

131 

54 

Tyisa      -     -     .     - 

J.  G.  Foulkes       - 

• 

92 

11 

Cynarfron  isa     -     - 

Thomas  Jones 

. 

159 

49 

Cynarfron  ucha  -     - 

99 

-  - 

162 

63 

Tynycae  -     -     -     - 

Mrs.  Mary  Morris 

-  . 

65 

14 

Tynyfedwen  -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-  - 

308 

14 

Tynyffridd    -     -     - 

9>                     99 

-  - 

66 

16 

BanHADLA   ISA. 

Wernlas  -     -     -     - 

W.  P.  Jones   -     - 

. 

79 

49 

Tanllwyn-     -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-  - 

100 

76 

Tynygraig    -     -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

283 

211 

Banhadla      -     -     - 

99                     99 

.  - 

307 

199 

Tbbfeiliw. 

Cefn  isa  -     -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-  - 

294 

103 

Frondeg  -     -     -     - 

99                    99 

-  - 

50 

32 

Cefn  ucha     -     -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

51 

45 

Cefnglaniwrch   -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

57 

32 

Glantauat  isa     -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

316 

261 

Trefeiliw  -     -     -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

70 

81 

Cryniarth      -     -     - 

99                     99 

-  - 

194 

51 

Trbbeys-bach. 

Trebrys    -     -     -     - 

Robert  Daniel 

• 

103 

78 

Tybrith    -     -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-  - 

88 

63 

Caerfach  -     -     -     - 

99                         99 

- 

76 

66 

Teebrys-pawr. 

Llanerch  -     -     -     - 

Very  Rev.  R.  M.  Bonnor 

178 

99 
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Townahip  and  name  of 
Farm. 

Bat. 

Owner. 

Extent. 

Val. 

Glynyrhengyll    -     - 

Very  Eev.  R.  M.  Bonnor 

183 

83 

Glantanat  uclia  -     - 

99                                9> 

. 

148 

152 

Maesmochnant  ncha 

Sf                                ff 

• 

101 

91 

Maesmochnant  isa  - 

W.  p.  Jones    -     - 

. 

422 

216 

Penyralltganol  -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-     - 

63 

34 

Gabtheryb. 

Penyrallt-     -     -     - 

Miss  S.  Griffiths  - 

-     - 

174 

72 

Gartheryr      -     -     - 

9}                         9» 

•     - 

58 

63 

Henblas  -     -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

.     . 

142 

109 

Frongoch      -     -     . 

>i                 i» 

- 

53 

33 

Tynynant      -     -     - 

>i                >> 

-    - 

299 

218 

Tanydderwen     -     - 

»*                }> 

-    - 

55 

26 

Cbpncoch. 

Cefnderwen  -     -     - 

Very  Rev.  R.  M.  Bonnor 

68 

54 

Tynyfedw      -     -     - 

Richard  Jones 

. 

87 

29 

Tanygraig     -     -     - 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn 

-     . 

58 

31 

Clynog     -     -     -     . 

»             n 

•    • 

183 

198 

Rhydycil  -     .     -     - 

John  Pierce    -    - 

-     . 

88 

82 

Cefncoch-     -     -     - 

Mr.  Edwd.  Humphreys 

92 

49 

Penrhiw,  &c.      -     - 

Allen  Emerson  Evans    - 

116 

117 

Glanhafon. 

Tymawr  and  Llwy  nou 

John  Boberts  -     • 

.     - 

73 

66 

Garn 

»          »      ~     * 

. 

52 

46 

Tydd 

»•          »>       •     " 

-    - 

100 

108 

Bryndreiniog      -     - 

»j          »       "     ' 

- 

163 

130 

Cadnant  -     -     -     . 

John  Thomas  -     - 

. 

98 

95 

Glanhavonfawr  -     - 

Mrs.  Iremonger   - 

. 

134 

123 

Glanhavonfach    and 

Brynglas   -     -     - 

Robert  Davies 

• 

63 

78 

Cileos  ucha  -     -     - 

Evan  Evans     -     - 

- 

62 

56 

Tynycaeau    -     -     - 

Mrs.  Owen      -     - 

-     - 

97 

97 

Brithdib. 

Bontglantanat    -     - 

Very  Rev.  R.  M.  Bonnor 

100 

103 

Coedyclawdd  isaf   - 

H.  D.  Griffith  -     - 

-    - 

81 

63 

Coedyclawdd  uchaf- 

»          »       '    ' 

-    - 

64 

68 

Ty'nybwlch  -     -     . 

T.  Openshaw  -     - 

-     - 

109 

90 

Brithdir  -     -     -     - 

David  Roberts     - 

. 

50 

55 

Castellmoch. 

Castellmochfawr 

Peter  Jennings    - 

. 

158 

193 

Efelwag   .     -     -     . 

»          » 

- 

104 

122 

Castellraochfach-     - 

Richard  Davies     - 

. 

106 

116 

Nantpyllon. 

Bronhaulog  -     -     - 

H.D.Griffith.     - 

-     - 

93 

37 
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Township  and  name  of  Bat. 

Farm.  Owner.  Extent.       Yal. 

Ehosfawr-     -     -     -     T.  Lomax 103  65 

Cwmgwenen      -     -  „         .     _     .     -     .  166  81 

Blaenycwm  -     -     -  .     -     -  66  68 

Abebmabchkant. 

Pentre      -     -     -     -  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn     -     -  88  48 

The  Village. — The  village  of  Llanrhaiadr  is  situated 
within  the  townships  of  Tre'rllan  and  Cefiicoch.  It  is 
called  by  the  country  people  in  the  vicinity,  the  Llan. 
It  is  situated  in  one  of  the  lateral  "Cwms"  of  the  Vale 
of  the  Tanat,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Rhaiadr,  which 
river,  by  its  being  a  boimdary  between  Denbighshire 
and  Montgomeryshire,  divides  the  Village  pretty 
equally  between  the  two  coimties.  It  occupies  nearly 
a  central  position  in  the  vale  ;  and  is  situated  in  lati- 
tude, 52  degs.  49  mins.  30  sees.  N.,  and  in  longitude, 
3  deg.  18  mins.  10  sees.  W. ;  which  latter  makes  the 
local  time  13  mins.  12.67  sees,  later  than  Greenwich. 
The  dial  in  the  churchyard,  a  well-finished  and  complete 
piece  of  workmanship,  wiiii  an  inscription  on  it,  "Mere- 
dith Hughes,  de  Bala,  fecit  1770,  gives  the  latitude  as 
"52  degs,  5 1  sees.''  It  has  several  very  useful  calculations 
and  circles  engraved  upon  it.  The  number  of  dwelling 
houses  rated  to  the  poor  in  the  village  is,  in  Tre'rUan, 
120,  and  in  Cefncoch,  54.  The  distance  from  the 
Village  to  Llanfyllin  is  six  miles ;  to  Oswestry,  via 
Llansilin,  twelve  miles,  via  LlanblodweU  and  Llynclys, 
fourteen  miles ;  to  Shrewsbury,  twenty-six  miles ;  to 
Llangollen,  thirteen  miles  ;  Bala,  eighteen  miles  ;  Llan- 
santffiuid,  eight  miles ;  Llangynog,  five  miles.  It  boasts 
of  a  hall,  which  is  the  property  of  ComwaUis  West,  Esq., 
Ruthin  Castle,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor  of  Mochnant 
(Denbighshire).  This  building  has  recently  undergone  a 
decent  and  plain  renovation.  The  parish  church  is  an 
ancient  structure,  which,  with  the  various  denomina- 
tional places  of  worship,  will  be  described  under  the 
Ecclesiastical  section. 

The  dwelling-houses  on  the  Denbighshire  side,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  are  of  modem  construction  and  style  ; 
but  there  remain   a  few  houses  on  the  Montgomery- 
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shire  side  of  quite  an  ancient  type.  Of  these  the  more 
striking  is  the  old  wood-and  brick  house  called  Plas-yn- 
llan,  a  veritable  sixteenth  century  edifice.  In  the  gar- 
den'hedge  before  the  house  are  to  be  seen  the  figures 
of  birds  and  animals  cut  out  of  the  shrubs,  a  fancy  veiy 
prevalent  in  the  seventeenth  century,  after  the  French 
taste,  and  which  has  been  termed  by  a  certain  author,  by 
way  of  burlesque,  as  "  Nature  in  a  periwig.'"  The  other 
houses  represent  the  type  of  the  comfortable  cottage- 
house,  with  picturesque  gabled  dormer  windows.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  most  of  the  dwel- 
lings, then  about  a  third  of  the  present  number,  were 
very  rude  and  dilapidated,  and  scarcely  fit  for  human 
habitations.  The  place  nearly  all  belonged  to  the  es- 
tate of  Henfach^,  and  the  houses  were  built  upon  leases 
of  ninety-nine  years,  the  last  of  which  expired  in  1811. 
When  the  estate  was  offered  for  sale,  these  freeholds 
were  bought  by  the  old  leaseholders,  and  others,  who 
built  the  more  comfortable-looking  dwellings  now  ex- 
isting. There  still  remains,  however,  much  to  be  done 
to  bring  the  place  up  to  the  sanitary  requirements  of 
the  present  day.  .     .  i 

The  bridge  across  the  Rhaiadr,  which  connects  the 
two  divisions  of  the  village,  is  of  stone,  of  one  arch  of 
large  span,  and  was  buUt  circa  1775  to  replace  the  old 
bridge,  which  had  been  swept  away  by  a  great  flood. 
The  old  bridge  was  a  wooden  structure  of  rude  con- 
struction and  at  a  much  lower  level  than  the  present 
one,  as  may  yet  be  seen  by  the  old  approaches.  The 
traffic  with  wheeled  vehicles  was  scarcely  known  m  this 
and  the  neighbouring  parishes,  until  near  the  close  of 
the  last  century.  It  is  said  that  the  flood  m  question 
was  an  extraordinary  one,  that  high  above  its  banks 

its  waters  rose, 

"  Before  whose  rushing  tide 
Herds,  flocks,  and  harvests,  cottages  and  swains 
Rolled  mingling  down." 
Two  adventurous  persons,  one  of  whom  was  an  excise 
officer  and  the  other  a  tradesman  of  the  pla^e,  were 


1  Burke. 
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defiantly  standing  on  the  bridge,  and  leaning  over  the 

parapet,    viewing  the   swelling  torrent,   loaded   with 

wreck,  rushing  sJong  ;  whilst  the  more  cautious  villagers 

ranged  themselves  on  either  side  of  the  river,  these  two 

men  remained  on  the  bridge.     The  excise  officer,  it  is 

said,  was  reproaching  his  companion  with  having  been 

f^ilty  of  some  immorality,  which  accusation  the  latter 

indignantly  repelled,   and   with   an   oath   exclaimed: 

**  May  the  bridge  go  from  under  my  feet   if  I   am 

guilty,"  and  strange  to  say,  scarcely  had  he  uttered  the 

^words,  when  suddenly  the  bridge  gave  way,  and  was 

carried  away  by  the  torrent  and  became  a  part  of  the 

common  wreck;  the  two  rash  men  became  engnlphed  in 

the  flood.     The  accused  was  drowned,  and  his  body  was 

cast  up  in  a  meadow  near  Tynymaes ;  but  the  other 

fortunately  was  saved  by  grasping  some  overhanging 

willow  branches  a  short  distance  down  the  stream.^ 

'      Surface  and  Drainage, — The  surface  of  this  parish 

has  a  pleasing  variety  of  mountain,  hill,  and  dale.  From 

the  lofty  Berwyn  range  it  extends  itself  in  an  easterly 

direction,  and  includes  the  two  cwms  of  Maengwynedd 

and  Blotty,  and  shares,  with  other  parishes,  in  a  large 

moiety  of  the  Vale  of  Tanat,  which  is  frequently  called 

the  Vale  of  Llanrhaiadr  from  this  circumstance. 

Mountains. — The  great  mountain  chain  of  the  Berwyn 
forms  the  north-west  extremity  of  the  parish,  from 
which  various  ridges  within  it  run,  almost  parallel  to 
one  another ;  their  principal  direction  being  south- 
westerly. There  are  no  isolated  hills ;  the  various 
heights  all  belong  to  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
ridges. 

Cader  Ferivyn. — This  is  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Berwyn,  and  lies  mainly  within  this  parish.  Its  height 
is   2673  feet  above   the  level   of  the   sea.     On  this 

^  This  tale  is  related  to  me  by  several  old  persons,  and  one  David 
Humphreys  of  the  age  of  eighty-four,  now  living  at  the  "  Fa  gal," 
further  fixes  the  date  of  the  event  by  stating  that  his  father  was  mar- 
ried about  that  year ;  the  marriage  party  had  to  cross  to  church 
over  the  vicarage  mill  bridge,  as  there  was  none  yet  built  in  lieu  of 
the  bridge  in  question. 
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side  it  rises  in  a  long,  bold  escarpment,  high  and  preci- 
pitous, extending  across  the  head  of  Cwm  Maengwyn- 
edd  like  a  huge  wall,  having  its  ridge  or  crest  sharply 
defined  against  the  sky.  The  concavity  at  the  lake 
presents  uie  appearance  of  an  extinct  crater,  with  one 
of  its  sides  broken  down. 

The  three  spurs  from  this  range  contain  the  heights 
of  Moel-yr-Ewig^  and  Talfryn;  Y  Foelwen,  Mynydd 
Tarw  (Mons  Taurus)  2,236  feet,  and  Gamieddwen,  which 
form  the  two  upland  sides  of  this  Cwm ;  and  Moel 
Henfachiy  and  the  GarUy  ranged  on  the  north  and 
south  sides  respectively  of  the  confined  vale  of  Cwm 
Blotty  and  Rhaiadr.  Rhosyhrithdir.  Allt-tre-Ddoe/ony 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  ^^  Allttairffynon,''  and 
Llwyribryndinas  are  the  remaining  heights. 

Valleys  and  Cwms. — The  level  tracts  of  land  are  of 
a  very  limited  extent ;  that  along  the  river  Tanat  being 
the  principal. 

The  Vale  of  Tanat  is  rich  and  fertile,  but  as  it  runs 
through  seven  or  more  parishes,  it  would  demand  a 
special  chapter  for  itself.  Eight  miles  of  its  best  soil 
lie  within  this  parish. 

Cwm  Maengwynedd  is  six  miles  in  length,  and  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  It  commences  at  Rhwng- 
creigiau,  a  narrow  defile,  where  it  is  cooped  for  a  short 
distance  within  high  and  craggy  banks,  and  extends  to 
the  Berwyn  cliflfe.  This  upland  vale,  the  soil  of  which 
is  peat  land,  light  ferny  mould,  and  gravelly,  is 
chiefly  a  sheep  grazing  district,  though,  of  late  years, 
many  a  spot  has  been  brought  into  cultivation  for 
cereals,  viewed  from  either  end,  during  the  wintry 
season,  from  the  absence  of  wood  and  plantations,  it 
has  a  bleak  appearance ;  but  in  the  summer  when  sun- 
shine is  gleaming,  it  presents  scenes  of  a  very  attractive 
character.  Durmg  the  two  latter  weeks  of  June,  and 
the  first  week  of  July,  the  interest  of  its  wild  grandeur 
is  much  enhanced  by  the  sight  of  immense  flocks  of 
sheep,  being  brought  down  from  the  upper  heights  of 
the  huchesydd  (sheepwalks),  to  the  banks  of  the  stream. 
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there  to  await  their  turn  at  the  washing  pools  ere  they 
are  handed  over  to  the  shearers.  The  dalesmen  here 
are  all  shepherds. 

Crvm  Blotty  and  RJiaiadr, — This  is  a  narrow  vale. 
The  upper  part  of  which  takes  the  name  of  Blotty,  or 
Blowty,  from  the  waterfall  to  a  cottage  called  Gardden, 
where,  at  a  brooklet,  it  changes  its  name  to  Rhaiadr. 
Thence  to  Llanrhaiadr  the  vale  has  little  breadth  of 
flat  ground,  but  on  either  side  the  land  runs  sharp  and 
steep  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  slope  on  the 
Denbigh  side  is  called  "  Ochr  Henfache,"  and  that  on 
the  Montgomery  side  "  Ochr  Cefncoch.''  There  is  a 
small  hanuet  in  the  vale  called  Commons. 

Between  cwms  Blotty  and  Maengwynedd,  lies  an  ex- 
tensive plateau  cwm  called  Cwm  y  Ffynon,  which  is  ex- 
clusively a  sheep-grazing  part.  Its  sole  attraction  is 
the  Well,  having  reputea  therapeutic  properties,  and  is 
said  to  be  dedicated  to  St.  Dogfan. 

Rivers. — The  Tanat,  or  Tanad,  which  is  the  principal 
river,  rises  in  the  Berwyn  range,  in  the  parish  of  Pennant. 
It  has  in  this  parish  three  tributaries  on  its  left  bank, 
the  streamlets  on  the  other  bank  being  insignificant 
riUs. 

The  Rhaiadr,  upon  whose  banks  the  village  of  Llan- 
rhaiadr is  situated,  is  the  most  important  tributary  to 
the  Tanat.  It  is  erroneously  called  the  Mochnant,  but 
its  true  name  is  "  Rhaiadr."  This  receives  confirmation 
from  the  district  of  land,  the  houses,  a  farm,  the  corn- 
mill,  and  the  bridge,  at  its  confluence  with  the  Tanat 
being  respectively  called  Aberrhaiadr,  Melin  Abep- 
rhaidr,  Pont  Aberrhaiadr.  But  if  further  proof  were 
wanting,  it  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  great  waterfall, 
near  the  source  of  the  river,  is  not  called  the  Rhaiadr, 
(the  waterfall  or  cataract),  but  ''  Pistyll  y  Rhaiadr,'' 
(the  cascade  of  the  Rhaiadr),  It  is  probable  that  the  river 
has  derived  its  name  (by  metonymy)  firom  the  waterfaU. 
Above  the  faU  the  stream  goes  by  the  names  of  "  Afon 
y  Pistyll,"  (the  river  of  the  cascade),  and  Afon  y  Ddis- 
gynfa,   (the   river  of  the   fall).      This  river  forms  a 
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boundary  within  the  parish,  between  the  counties  of 
Montgomery  and  Denbigh. 
The  Iwrchy  (Koebuck). 

"  Child  of  the  mountain  glen,  he  comes 
With  music  on  his  way ; 
Now  sings  aloud,  now  gently  hums, 
A  merry  roundelay/' 

This  stream  has  its  origin  at  the  head  of  Cwm  Maen- 
gwynedd,  where,  during  the  dry  season  of  the  year,  it  is 
only  a  very  small  streamlet.  Near  its  source  it  is 
joined  by  a  sister  streamlet  called  the  Ewig  (Hind). 
This  stream,  at  times  of  great  rain,  swells,  and  rushes 
in  great  volume  and  force.  It  has  even  swept  away 
the  bridges  in  its  lower  course.  In  its  bed  are  found 
fragments  of  rocks  and  stones  which,  the  softer  portions 
being  worn  away  by  the  process  of  disintegration,  form 
rhomboidal,  spheroidal,  and  rounded  forms,  sometimes 
making  grotesq  ue  and  fanciful  figures  and  resemblances. 
They  are  much  sought  after  for  artificial  rock-work, 
and  other  omamentsu  purposes  in  gardens. 

The  Lleiriog. — This  stream,  which  has  only  a  small 
part  of  its  upper  and  lower  courses  in  this  parish,  dis- 
charges itself  into  the  Tanat  at  Pentrefelin.  It  forms 
a  boundary,  at  Efelrhyd,  between  this  parish  and  that 
of  LlansUin.  Ordinarily  it  has  a  good  supply  of  water 
in  its  channel,  and  serves  to  turn  several  commills ; 
but  in  times  of  drought  its  channel  becomes  wholly  dry, 
much  to  the  vexation  and  loss  of  the  good  millers. 

Scenery. — ^With  the  exception  of  the  vicinity  of 
^*  Pistyll  Rhaiadr,"  and  the  pass  into  the  vale  of  Maen- 
gwynedd,  there  is  no  part  within  the  parish  that 
can  lay  claim  to  the  character  of  rugged  or  romantic  : 
The  mountains  and  hills  rather  decline  by  a  series  of 
gradual  slopes  into  valleys  and  meadows.  The  parish 
as  a  whole,  to  its  extreme  boundaries,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  can  best  be  seen  from  the  summit  of  AUt- 
tre-Ddoefon,  which  is  conveniently  accessible.  But  a 
commanding  and  pretty  view  is  also  obtained  from  the 
hill  road  of  Ehosy brithdir  leading  from  Llanfyllin. 
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From  the  road  side  just  opposite  the  Pentre  farm  on 
the  Llangedwyn  road,  the  rock  above  Tynygraig  makes 
pleasing  and  fanciful  well  defined  pictures  of  a  dog's 
head,  changing  again  into  the  profile  of  a  human  face, 
according  to  the  position  from  which  it  is  viewed,  and 
with  a  bright  morning  sun,  between  the  hours  of  eight 
and  ten,  the  light  and  shade  give  the  striking  effect  of 
an  eye  in  position,  caused  by  a  projection  and  a  hollow 
in  the  rock.  These  effects  may  be  the  better  observed 
as  proceeding  from  Llanrhaiadr  to  Llangedwyn. 

At  Rhwng  y  creigiau,  the  entrance  into  the  vale  of 
Maengwynedd,  the  scenery  is  much  admired  for  its 
picturesqueness,  although  on  a  small  scale.  The  rocks 
are  scattered  in  all  the  ruggedness  of  accidental  variety. 
The  fall  of  the  channel  of  the  stream  here  becomes 
suddenly  changed,  which  causes  a  series  of  cascades 
and  eddies. 

The  glory  of  the  neighbourhood  is  the  great  Water-- 
fall^  and  the  sceneiy  in  its  vicinity  is  singularly  im- 
pressive. A  broad  face  of  rock  stretches  across  the  head 
of  the  valley  in  the  form  of  a  segment  of  a  circle,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  the  great  catai-act.  The  rocks  on 
either  side  from  the  level  of  the  vale  to  the  summit  are 
of  the  height  of  about  500  feet,  rising  in  a  series  of 
slope  and  cliff,  varied  by  shrub  and  verdure,  and 
crowned  on  the  sky-line  with  plantations  of  pine. 

The  spectators  attention  is  mainly  arrested  by  the 
sight  of  the  rush  of  the  vertical  column  of  waters,  of 
above  one  hundred  feet  fall,  over  the  verge  of  the  lofty 
precipice ;  yet  the  portion  of  the  river,  for  about  a 
hundred  yards  of  its  course  before  it  reaches  the  grand 
descent,  makes  a  succession  of  cascades  and  rapids, 
which  it  is  well  worth  ascending  the  hill  to  see.  But 
as  the  fall  is  nearer  approached,  its  waters  are  observed 
to  issue  through  a  natural  arch  of  rock  worn  by  the 

^  It  is  reckoned  as  one  of  the  "  seven  wonders"  of  Wales.  Total 
height  of  the  falls  is  said  to  be  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  feet. 
The  remaining  six  wonders  are  Snowdon,  St.  Winifred's  well,  Over- 
ton churchyard,  Wrexham  church  tower,  Gresford  bells,  and  Llan^ 
gollen  bridge. 
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erosive  action  of  water,  when  again  another  series  of 
beautiful  falls  and  torrents  are  formed, 

"  Falling  fast  from  slope  to  slope 
With  wild  infracted  course,  and  lessened  roar ; 
It  gains  a  safer  bed,  and  steals  at  last 
Along  the  mazes  of  the  quiet  vale/^ 

One  of  the  first  of  Cambria's  descriptive  poets  uttered 
the  following  stanza  (englyn)  in  sight  of  the  great 
cataract ;  which  is  often  recited  by  the  people  at  their 
literary  gatherings  as  one  of  the  best  composed  of  this 
kind  of  curious  stanzas  in  the  language. 

''  Uchel-gadr  rhaiadr  dwr  ewyn,-hydrwyllt 
Edrych  amo  'n  disgyn, 
Crochwaedd  y  rhedlif  crychwyn, 

Synu  pensyfrdana  dyn." — Deivi  Wyn, 
'*  The  high-seated  cascade  of  watery  foam — boldly  wild, 
Man  is  amazed  and  astounded ; 
In  gazing  thereon  as  it  descends. 
With  its  hoarse-roaring,  white-seething  torrent." 

Geology.^ — The  strata  of  these  hills  belong  principally 
to  the  group  of  rocks  known  among  geologists  as  Lower 
Silurian,  and  these  are  covered  on  the  higher  parts  of 
the  range  by  the  strata  of  the  Wenlock  shale  and  Den- 
bighshire grits ;  which  form  the  lower  part  of  the  Upper 
Silurian  series  of  rocks.  If  the  reader  will  refer  to  any 
ordinary  geological  chart,  or  elementary  book  on  geology, 
he  will  see  that  these  rocks  are  very  ancient,  and  lie 
very  low  down  in  the  series  of  rocks  that  compose  the 
earth's  crust.  The  general  structure  of  the  hills  in 
which  the  Tanat,  and  its  tributaries  near  the  source, 
take  their  rise,  may  be  better  understood  by  a  reference 
to  the  accompanying  Section,  Fig.  1,  which  is  reduced 
from  one  of  the  sections  of  the  geological  survey.  These 
rocks,  it  will  be  seen,  consist  of  greenstone,  a  true 
igneous  rock,  a  series  of  ash  beds,  which  seem  to  have 
been  volcanic  ashes  and  lavas  deposited  under  water 

*  For  this  section  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  C.  Davies  of  Oswestry. 
a  well  known  geologist.  It  of  necessity  extends  a  little  out  of  the 
parish."— T.  W.  H. 
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from  submarine  volcanoes,  and  are,  consequently,  strati- 
fied :  one  principal  bed  of  limestone  known  as  the  Bala 
limestone,  which,  in  other  parts  of  North  Wales,  has  also 
one  below  it,  believed  by  some  geologists  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  the  Uandeilo  limestone  of  South  Wales 
and  one  above  it  called  the  Himant  limestone,  from 
the  vaUey  of  the  Himant,  near  Bala,  where  it  was  first 
made  out.  These  beds  are  interstratified  with  beds  of 
shale,  slaty  rock,  and  mudstones. 

The  whole  of  the  basin  of  the  Tanat  is  occupied  ex- 
clusively by  these  rocks.  The  varied  and  beautiful 
scenery  here,  owes  its  origin  to  the  numerous  disturbances 
which  at  various  times  have  taken  place  in  the  strata  ; 
producing  in  it  endless  folds,  dislocations  and  twists. 
These,  in  their  turn,  have  prepared  the  way  for  ex- 
tensive denuding  processes,  principally  by  the  sea,  aided, 
at  prolonged  intervals,  by  rivers,  and  by  the  atmo- 
sphere, by  means  of  which  agencies,  many  feet  of  strata 
have  been  removed,  and  many  of  the  hiUs  have  lost 
their  rugged  outline.  Deposits,  too,  of  gravel,  sand,  and 
clay,  have  been  formed  in  the  hollows,  and  at  the 
entrances  of  the  tributary  valleys,  and  thus  the  softer 
undulations  of  the  landscape  have  been  interposed 
amidst  the  massive  grandeur  of  the  mountains. 

Amongst  the  natural  resources  of  the  district  may 
be  mentioned  first,  the  slate  veins  of  Llangynog  hilL 
The  lull  itself  is  composed  of  alternations  of  ash  beds 
or  porphyritic  rocks,  with  beds  of  shale.  The  latter  at 
some  period  of  its  history  having  in  places  been  pressed 
between  the  harder  rocks,  has  received  a  slaty  cleavage. 
This  interstratification,  however,  prevents  the  slate 
being  worked  in  open  quarries,  and  necessitates  the 
working  of  it  underground.  The  slates  are  very  tough 
and  durable,  but  rather  rough  in  their  appearance,  from 
being  crossed  by  bands  of  quartzose  matter. 

Next  in  importance  in  times  past  have  been  the  lead 
mines  in  the  vicinity,  and  considerable  quantities  of  ore 
have  been  raised.  Mines  in  the  same  formation  are 
being  worked  with  varying  degrees  of  success  in  Car- 
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narvonshire,  in  the  Shelve  district  of  Shropshire,  in  the 
country  lying  between  Llanidloes  and  Aberystwith. 
The  lodes,  which  lie  on  the  line  of  faults  in  the  strata, 
extend  from  north-west  to  south-east,  and  attempts 
have  been  made  at  mining  along  their  course  by  PystyU 
Khaiadr,  Craig-y-beri,  and  Mynydd  bach. 

Rising  into  importance  at  the  present  time  is  the  de- 
posit of  phosphate  of  lime  in  this  parish,  which  extends 
from  Penygamedd  by  Cwmgwynen  towards  Llanwddyn. 

This  deposit  occurs  as  a  bed  in  the  midst  of  the  Bala 
limestone,  the  strata  of  which  are  at  this  place  nearly 
perpendi(tular.  The  bed  is  about  fifteen  inches  thick, 
and  is  continuous  for  about  two  miles.  It  has  been 
proved  to  a  depth  of  about  eighty  yards.  It  contains 
many  traces  of  the  remains  of  former  life,  though  the 
distinctive  character  of  these  has  been  destroyed  by 
chemical  action.  The  bed  itself,  doubtless,  contains  the 
phosphate  of  lime  which  once  entered  into  the  compo- 
sition of  innumerable  living  creatures  of  the  sea.  It  is 
now  used  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  manure,  and 
thus  the  life  of  untold  ages  ago  is  made  to  feed  and 
sustain  the  life  and  inteUigence  of  to-day.  The  accom- 
panying diagram,  Fig.  2,  illustrative  of  the  position  and 
character  of  the  deposit,  is  transferred  from  the  Geolo- 
gical Magazine  for  June,  1867,  in  which  there  is  an 
account  of  this  deposit,  communicated  by  the  writer. 
Owing  to  its  having  so  large  an  admixture  of  sand  and 
iron,  and  the  accessibility  of  the  carboniferous  limestone 
at  Porthywaen,  the  Bala  Umestone  of  this  district  is 
not  bm-nt  for  lime  as  it  is  at  Glynceiriog ;  but  it  makes 
a  good  building  stone,  as  do  also  some  of  the  green  stones 
and  porphyries. 

Fossils. — To  describe  and  figure  all  the  difierent  fos- 
sils obtained  from  the  rocks  of  this  district  would  de- 
mand a  large  treatise  itself,  and  would  comprise  the 
natural  history  of  the  Silurian  epoch.  AU  that  can  be 
done  in  this  place,  therefore,  is  to  advert  to  a  few  species 
selected  from  each  of  the  principal  families  living  in 
that  early  time,  and  to  refer  the  reader  for  figiures  of 
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the  fossils  to  Bamsay's  Geology  of  North  Wales,  Sir.  R. 
Murchison's  Silurian  and  to  Sedgwick  and  McCoy's 
PalcBOzoic  Rocks  and  Fossils. 

The  fossils  found  in  these  rocks  belong  exclusively  to 
sea  life.  Remains  of  land  plants  are  not  found  in  this 
country,  though  thin  beds  of  graphite  or  black  lead  ss 
found  in  America,  and  also  m  an  impure  state  near 
Dinas  Mowddy  in  North  Wales,  denote  the  existence  of 
a  vegetation  during  that  period.  The  organic  remains 
which  are  found  belong  also  to  the  lower  orders  of  life  ; 
Zoophyta,  Articulata,  and  Mollusca.  Vertebrated  fishes 
do  not  appear  until  the  close  of  the  epoch,  their  remains 
being  found  for  the  first  time  in  ascending  order  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Ludlow  rocks,  or  at  the  base  of 
the  old  red  sandstone. 

In  the  first  class  are  the  Radiata  or  corals.  These 
are  not  plentiful  in  the  rocks  of  the  upper  portions  of 
the  valley,  but  at  the  Moelydd  in  the  lower  part,  about 
a  mile  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Tanat,  is  a  de- 
posit of  shale  in  which  many  fossils  have  been  found, 
among  which  we  have  Favosites  Gothlandicus,  Heliolites 
Megastomay  and  an  abundance  ofPetraia,  all  lower  Silu- 
rian corals.  Among  the  Echinodermata,  a  family  a  little 
higher  in  the  scale  of  life  than  the  Radiata,  the  writer  has 
found  at  the  same  place  numerous  stems  of  Encrinites,  a 
lUy-like  creature,  which  was  attached  to  the  sea  bottom 
by  a  long  jointed  flexible  stem.  At  Cwmgwynen,  associ- 
ated wifli  the  phosphate  deposit,  the  writer  has  found 
beautiful  specimens  of  EchinosphosriteSyBnd  Sphoeronites. 
The  ArticiJata  are  represented  by  the  family  of  TrilobiteSy 
so  called,  because  of  the  usual  division  of  the  tail  into 
three  lobes :  among  these,  Asaphus  occurs  at  Craigy- 
glyn,  on  the  tributary  stream  of  the  Iwrch,  and  Ulaenus 
in  the  limestone  of  Das  Eithen  ridge.  Among  the  Mol- 
lusca, the  most  abimdant  family  is  that  of  the  Brachto- 
poda,  a  class  of  shells  which  are  distinguished  as  being 
equal-sided,  on  both  sides  of  the  centre  of  the  hinge  line. 
Next  in  numbers  come  the  Gasteropoda,  snail-like 
shells,  or  univalve  like  the  periwinkle.     Then  we  find 
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the  Lamellibrachiata,  or  mussel-like  shells,  several 
kiads  of  which,  as  Modiola,  axe  found  about  Penygam- 
edd  and  Cwmgwynen.  Fewest  in  point  of  numbers 
are  the  Cephalopoda,  shellfish  allied  to  the  nautilus  and 
cuttle-fish  of  the  present  seas.  Two  genera  are  found 
associated  with  the  phosphate  bed  referred  to  Cyrto- 
ceras  and  Orthoceras. 

The  gravel  and  sands  of  the  valley  are  local.  In 
places  as  near  Glanhavonfawr  there  is,  under  the  sur- 
face gravel,  a  very  fine  dark-green  deposit,  which,  upon 
close  examination,  the  writer  has  found  to  consist  of 
very  fine  grains  of  greenstone,  mixed  with  equally  fine 
grains  of  manganese. 

Natural  Productions;  Minerals. — ^Although  there 
are  some  geologists  who  depreciate  the  value  and  ex- 
tent of  the  minerals  of  the  parish,  the  practical  miner 
nothing  daunted  still  perseveres  to  work  and  explore. 
There  are  at  the  present  date  several  companies  work- 
ing and  exploring  in  several  parts  of  the  parish  for  ore, 
on  lands  belonging  to  Tyn'ddol,  Maesybwch,  etc.  The 
mine  at  Craig  y  mwn  (the  ore-cliff),  near  PistyU  Rhaiadr, 
is  a  very  ancient  work,  and  said  to  have  borne  traces 
of  mining  by  fire  and  wiater.  Many  tons  of  ore  have 
been  here  raised  at  one  time  and  another,  working  with 
varied  success. 

The  Cubily  an  ancient  smelting-hearth,  may  yet  be 
seen  as  described  by  the  late  Rev.  Walter  Davies  ;  but 
a  tradition  exists  that  the  ore  was  brought  from  CWi- 
orog,  and  Craig-y  mwn. 

''  At  Cwmglanhavon  is  a  ruin  fourteen  yards  long  by  seven 
broad,  called  Cuhih  The  oldest  miners  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  ignorant  as  to  the  use  of  it.  There  are  quantities  of  scorire 
adjoining.  It  stands  at  the  base  of  a  rock,  containing  ores  of 
lead,  copper,  and  calamine.  "Within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
the  Cuhily  there  is  a  level,  called  the  ogOy  or  cave,  driven  under 
a  vast  depth  of  slaty  rock.  This  Cuhil  may  probably  be  as- 
cribed to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  art  of  metal- 
lurgy was  revived.  Societies  were  formed  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  providing  materials  by  royal  authority,  and  it  may  be 
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presamed  that  this  spot  among  others  had  assayers^  carrying 
on  the  process  of  CvvEhlation,^ 

Slate. — Perhaps  the  oldest  quarry  in  this  parish  is 
that  at  Maengwy nedd,  near  Craig  y  ferwyn,  but  the  slates 
here  raised  have  not  as  yet  reached  any  high  repute ; 
this  may  be  owing  to  the  lack  of  capital  and  energy  in 
developing  the  quality  of  the  rock.  The  slate  at  Pis- 
tyll  Rhaiadr  quarry  has  a  somewhat  higher  reputation, 
in  point  of  grain,  colour,  and  durabihty,  and  the  quarry 
is  now  being  worked  by  a  new  company.  A  portion  of 
the  famed  slate  quarries  of  Llangynog  is  in  this  parish ; 
but  the  main  workings  being  in  the  fonner  parish,  their 
description  had  better  be  taken  with  its  history. 

Ortiithology.^ — We  have  divided  our  list  into  three 
classes,  viz.,  into  Common  Residents,  Migratory,  and 
Occasional  Visitors.  Doubtless  the  number  of  species 
in  each  may  be  enlarged. 

Common  Residents. — In  the  i  Order,  "Raptores," 
family  **  FaIx:onid(je"  we  have  the  following  members, 
peregrine  Falcon  ^  (Falco  peregrinus),  merlin  (F. 
iEsalon),  kestrel  (F.  tinnunculus),  sparrow  hawk  (Ac- 
cipiter  nisus),  kite*  (Milvus  vulgaris),  common  buz- 
zard^ (Buteo  vulgaris);/  ^^ Strigidce"  white  bam  owl 
(Strix  flammea),  tawny  owl  (Syrnium  stridula),  little 
owl  (Noctua  passerina) ;  In  the  ii  Order  "  Insessores," 
and  1  sub-order,  "  Dentirostres,"  /  "  Merididce,''  we 
have  the  water  ouzel,  or  common  dipper  (Cinclus  aqua- 
ticus);  missel  thrush  (Turdus  viscivorus),  soug  thrush 
(T.  musicus),  blackbird  (T.  merula),/  '*  Sylviadcs,  red- 
breast (Erythaca  rubecula),  golden-crested  regulus,  or 
wren,  (Regulus  cristatus)  ;  /  "  Paridce"  blue  tit  (Parus 
ceruleus),  coletit  (P.  ater),  long-tailed  tit  (P.  caudatus) ; 

*  Rev.  Walter  Davies's  North  Wales,  pp.  42,  43. 

*  I  am  indebted  to  A..  E.  Evans,  Esq.,  Llanrhaiadr,  an  excellent 
nataralist,  for  aid  in  this  section,  and  the  following  one  on  butterflies. 

*  To  be  found  at  Craig  Rhiwarth. 

*  Once  a  common  resident,  supposed  now  to  be  extinct ;  has  not 
been  seen  for  ten  years. — A.  E.  E. 

°  Of  late  3'ears  it  makes  its  nest  at  Nsintyblaidd. 
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f.  ^*  MotaciUidiJB^^  pied  wagtail^  (Motacilla  Yarrellii), 
grey  wagtail  (M.  boarula) ;  2  sub-order  "  Conirostres," 
f.  ^^  Alavdidce"  skylark  (Alauda  arvensis),  woodlark 
(A.  arborei)  ;f.  ^*  JEmberizidcB/^  com.  bunting,  (Emberiza 
miliaria),  .yellow  bunting  (E.  citrineUa) ;  /.  "  Fringilli- 
cUb"  chaffinch  (Fringilla  coelebs),  tree  sparrow^  (Passer 
montanus),  house  sparrow  (Passer  domesticus),  green- 
finch (Coccothraustes  chloris),  hawfinch  (C.  vulgaris), 
goldfinch  (Carduelis  elegans),  mountain  linnet  (Linota 
montium),  common  linnet  (L.  cannabina),  bullfinch  (Pyr- 
rhula  vulgaris)  :  f.  "  CorvidcB^'  raven  (Corvus  corax), 
carrion  crow  (C.  corone),  rook  (C.  frugilegus),  jackdaw 
(C.  monedula),  magpie  (pica  caudata),  jay  (Garrulus 
glandarius) :  3  sub-order,  "  Scansores,"  /  '' Picidce"  or 
woodpeckers,  green  woodpecker  (picus  viridis);/.  "  Cfer- 
thiadcBy"  or  creepers,  common  creeper  (Certhia  familiaris), 
wren  (Troglodjrtas  vulgaris),  nuthatch  (Sitta  Europea), 
4  sub-order,  "  Fissirostres."  /  " HalcyomdcB"  King- 
fisher (Alcedo  ispida).  iii  Order  "  Kasores,"  /.  "  Cb- 
lumbidcBy"  ringdove  or  wood  pigeon  (Columba  palumbus) ; 
y.  " 'PhasianidcB"  common  pheasant  (Phasianus  colchi- 
cus) ;  /.  "  Tetraomdce"  red  grouse  (Lagopus  Scoticus), 
common  partridge  (Perdix  cinerea).  iv  Order  "  Gral- 
LATORES,'  /.  "  Charadridw"  golden  plover  (charadrius 
pluvialis),  peewit  or  lapwing  (vanellus  cristatus ;  /. 
^*  A7*deidce,  common  heron  (Ardea  cinerea) ;/  '' Scolo- 
pdcidee"  common  curlew^,  (Numenius  arquata),  common 
snipe  (Scolopax  gallinago) ;  /!  "  EaUidcBy"  moor  hen 
(Gallinula  chloropus)  ;  y!  " LobipedidcB"  common  coot 
(Fulica  atra).  Of  the  v  Order  "  Natatores,"/  "  Ana- 
tidcBy'  wild  duck  (Anas  boschas). 

In  the  Migratory  Class  we  find  the  following,  ii. 
Order,  1  sulnorder,  /  *'  Muscicapidce'^  pied  flycatcher 
(Muscicapa  atricapUla)  \f.  "JlferuZidcp,"  fieldfare  (Tardus 
pilaris),  redwing  (T.  iliacus),  ring  ousel  (T.  torquatus) ; 
f.  "SylviadiBy'  redstart  (Phoenicura  ruticiUa),  chiff  chaff 

^  This  species  is  doabtfnl  as  a  common  resident  here. 
*  The  nest  of  this  bird  has  been  seen  by  me  many  times  in  old 
oak  trees.— A.  E.  E. 

3  It  makes  its  nest  at  Rhos-y-badau. 
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(Sylvia  Mppolais),  whinchat  (Saxicola  rubetra),  wheat- 
ear  (S.  aenaathe),  blackcap  warbler  (Curruca  atiicapilla), 
common  whitethroat  (C.  cinerea);  f.  ^^  MoUuiillidcBj*' 
white  wagtail  (MotaciUa  alba)^  yellow  wagtail  (M. 
flava) ;  2  sub-order,  /.  " Fringillidce''  lesser  redpole 
(Linota  linaria)  :  3  sub-order,  f.  *'  Picidce,  wryneck^ 
(Yunx  torquilla) ;  /."  Cuculidcs/  common  cuckoo^  (Cu- 
culus  canorus)  ;  4  sub-order,  /.  "  HirundinidcB"  swallow 
(Hirundo  rustica),  martin  (H.  urbica),  sand  martin*  (H. 
riparia),  common  swift  (Cypselus  apus)  ;/.  "  Caprimul- 
grwicp,"  nightjar*  (Caprimulgus  Europeus).  in  Order,  y! 
"  ColumhidoBy^  turtle  dove^  (Columba  turtur) :  rv^  Order, 
/.  " Scolopdcidce"  woodcock  (Soolopax  rusticola),  jack- 
snipe  (S.  gaUinula)  ;  /.  "  RaUidoe"  landrail  (Crex  pra- 
tensis). 

In  the  class  Occasional  Visitors,  we  have  in  the  i 
Order,/  ^'  Fatconidde"  swaUow-tailed  kite^  (Nauclerus 
furcatus),  forked-tailed  kite^  (Milvus  Ictus),  iv  Order, /! 
"  CharadridcB^oj&ter  catcher^  (Haematopus  ostralegus) ; 
f.  "  Ardeidce"  common  bittern^  (Botaurus  stellaris) ; 
/.  "  ScolopacidcB,"  common  sandpiper^®  (Totanos  hypo- 
leucos).  V  Order,/  "  AnatidcB/'  teal  (Anaa  crecca),  wid- 
geon (A.  penelope) ;  /.  "  ColymbidcB"  little  grebe^^  (po- 

^  Welsh  "  Gwas-y-gog,"  i.  «.,  the  cuckoo's  attendant, 
"  A  minan  sydd  fel  Gwas-y-Gog, 
Yn  disgwyl  116g  oddiwrthi."— OW  Welsh  Ltries. 
'  In  Middleton's  A  Trick  to  Catch  the  Old  One,  Act  iv,  scene  5, 
Dampet  says : — 

"  Why,  thou  rogue  of  universality,  do  I  not  know  thee  ? 
Thy  sound  is  Ske  the  cuckoo,  the  Welch  Ambassador.* * 

Notes  and  Queries,  Feb.  9,  I860,  p.  231. 

*  The  sand  martins  make  their  nests  in  a  sand  bank,  whicli  is 
well  bored  into  deep  holes,  by  the  side  of  the  river,  near  GrlanhavoQ 
fawr  house. 

*  This  bird  makes  its  nest  in  Tyny  maes  fields,  and  at  Cum,  near 
the  waterfall.— A.  E.  E. 

^  To  be  seen  every  year  at  Maesmochnant  ucha  fields. 

*  One  of  these  was  seen  about  eight  years  ago. 

7  Some  years  ago  this  bird  used  to  nestle  in  Gartheryr  wood. 

^  The  specimen  I  have  was  shot  at  Maengwynedd. — ^A.  B.  B. 

^  One  was  caught  near  Bfelwag. 

^®  May  be  seen  near  Maengwynedd  river. 

"  Seen  in  the  Tanat  near  Gartheryr. 
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diceps  minor) ;  f.   "  LaridcB*^  common  Tem^  (Sterna 
hirundo),  common  gull  (Lanis  canus). 

Butterflies. — The  following  specimens  have  been 
caught  here.  1,  red  admiral  (Vanessa  Atalanta) ;  2, 
peacock  (Vanessa  lo);  3,  painted  lady  (Cynthia  car- 
dui)  ;  4,  sulphur  (Gonepteryx  rhammi)  ;  5,  clouded 
yellow  (CoUas  edusa),  6,  tortoise-shell ;  7,  wood  argus 
(Hipparchia  segeria),  8,  gate-keeper  (H.  Megsera) ;  9, 
wood  ringlet  (H.  Hyperanthus);  10,  orange  tipped 
(Mandpium  cardamines)  ;  11,  comma  (Vanessa  C.  al- 
bum) ;  12,  large  white  (Pontia  brassicae);  13,  small 
white  (Pontia  rapae) ;  14,  green  veined  (P.  Napi) ;  16, 
large  meadow  brown  (Hipparchia  Jan  via) ;  16,  small 
meadow  brown  (H.  Tithonus) ;  1 7,  least  M.  brown 
(H.  PamphUus);  18,  pearl  bordered  fritillary  (Melitoea 
euphrosyne)  19,  dark  green  fritillary  (Axgynnis  aglaia); 
20,  small  copper  (Lycsena  phlseas). 

Botany. 

" Flowers, 

They  speak  of  hope  to  the  fainting  heart. 
With  a  voice  of  promise  they  come  and  part/' 

To  make  any  attempt  at  enumerating  aU  the  flora  of 
the  parish  would  be  out  of  the  question ;  but  a  short 
list  of  those  that  are  rare,  not  common,  and  the  repre- 
sentative plants,  would  be  all  that  is  desirable.  The 
district  is  wanting  in  large  aquatic  plants. 

On  the  Berwyn,  and  on  the  Mynydd  Tarw  are  found 
the  Ruhus  ChanuBmorus ;  cloudberry,  (Mwyaren-y-Ber- 
wyn)  to  which  I  shall  have,  hereafter,  occasion  to  refer 
owing  to  its  interesting  connection  with  a  legend  re- 
lating to  the  patron  saint  of  the  parish,  and  whose 
WeliSi  name  it  also  bears  in  the  Cambrian  botanology. 

On  the  various  hills  and  heaths,  and  dry  moorlands, 
the  following  plants  are  found. 

Habenaria  ^bida,  butterfly  orchis  ;  Arenaria  vemaria, 

vernal    sandwort;    AlchennUa    alpina,    Alpine  lady's 

mantle  ;  Silene  acaulis,  moss  campion  catchfly  ;  Arabis 

Petraea,  Alpine  rock  cress  ;  Myrica  gale,  sweet  gale,  or 

^  One  was  shot  at  Maengwynedd. 
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Dutch  myrtle,  (Helygen  Mair,  Madyivydd):  Saxifra^ 
hypnoides,  mossy  saxifrage,  lady's  cushion ;  Eriophorum 
va^natum,  hare's  tail  cotton  grass. 

Near  Pistyll  Rhaiadr,  and  in  the  cwm  leading  thereto, 
are  found  the  following  : 

Vaccinium  oxycoccos,  creeping  bilberry,  or  cranberry, 
(Llygad  Eiriaiiy  Llygceron,  Ceiros  y  Waen) ;  above  the 
waterfall  in  a  bog,  at  Ddisgynfa,  and  near  the  "  Waun'' 
in  Maengwynedd;  Aspi&um  Filix  mas,  male-fern, 
(March-redynen  wrryWy  Bhedyn  y  Cadno) ;  Afiplenimn 
Filix  foemina,  shortrfruited  spleen  wort,  or  lady  fern ; 
(Dueg-redynen)  ;  Asplenum  viridi,  green  spleenwort. 

Cystopteris  fragilis  et  dentata,  brittle  bladder  fern  ; 
Polypodium  Cambricum,  common  polypody  {Lktw-re- 
dynen-y-derw) ;  P.  Phegopteris,  mountain  polypody,  or 
beech  fern  ;  AJlosorus  crispus,  parsley  fern ;  Scolopen- 
drium  vulgaris,  common  hart's  tongue  (Tafodr-yr-hydd) ; 
Pinguicula  vulgaris,  common  butterwort  {Toddaidd- 
Tnelyn,  cyffredin) ;  Drosera  rotimdifolia,  round  leaved 
sun  dew  {Toddaidd-imdd,  Gwliih-lys) ;  Anagellis  tenel- 
lus,  bog  pimpernel  {Givlydd  Mair-y-Gors) ;  Cotyledon 
umbilicus,  wall  pennywort  {Bogail-lys,  Deilen  gron,  Bog- 
ailry-forwyn) ;  Saponaria  officinalis,  common  soapwort 
{Sehonllys  meddygawl)  ;  Fumaria  claviculata,  white 
cKmbing  corydalis  {Mwg-y-ddaear  gafaelgar) ;  Mecon- 
opsis  Cambrica,  Welsh  poppy ;  Habenaria  bifolia, 
lesser  butterfly  orchis ;  Geranium  lucidum,  shining 
crane's  bill  {Pig-yr-Aran  disglaer) ;  G.  sylvaticum, 
wood  crane's  bill  {Pig-yr-Aran-y-coed), 

Equisetum  fluviatile,  great  water  horsetail  {Rhaini- 
y-March  afonawl,  Pig-y-bwn) ;  E.  arvense,  com  naked 
horsetail  {Rliawn'y'March'yr-drdir).  These  are  found 
near  Rhwng-y-creigiau,  and  are  the  modem  representa- 
tives of  a  race  of  plants  that  contribute  largely  to  the 
formation  of  the  coal  measures.  Silene  inflata,  bladder 
campion,  or  catchfly  (Llys-y-poer,  Menyg-y-gog,  etc.); 
on  the  road  side  near  Nant,  Hypericum  Androsaeram 
Tutsan  St.  John's  wort  {DaiUy-Tivrch  Eurinllys,  etc.)  ; 
Sedum  telephium,  livelong  or  orpine  (Bywlys  Llydan- 
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ddaily  Bei'W  Taliesin,  etc.)  ;  S.  Anglicanum,  English 
stonecrop  (Gwenith-y-brain,  etc.);  Solanum  Dulcamara, 
woodj  nightshade,  or  bitter  sweet  {Mochlys  JElinog, 
Mynyglog)\  Melilotiis  officinalis, yellowmelilot((Tu;2/<iro); 
Helleborus  foetidus,  stinking  hellebore,  or  bear  s  foot 
{Crafangc  yr  Arth,  Llewyg-y-llyngyr),  found  in  Glan- 
tanat  wood  and  Ceunant ;  Polymonium  ceruleum, 
Jacob  s  ladder  {Llaweihan\  near  Glantanat  bridge  ; 
Ranunculus  pellatus,  aquations,  or  hederaceus,  ivy- 
crow  foot  {Crafangc-y-fran  eiddewddail) ;  R.  aquatilis, 
peltatus,  or  Drouetti,  common  water  crow  foot  {Cra- 
fangc-y-fran  dyfrle),  near  Glanhavon  ucha  ;  Nasturtium 
officinale,  watercress  (Berw'rdwr),  near  Glanhavon  fawr ; 
tliis  is  scarce  in  the  parish.  Prunus  Padus,  bird  cherry 
(Seirianen  yr  adar),  between  Tanllwyn  and  R.  Tanat  ; 
Ranunculus  flammula,  lesser  spearwort  {Blaen-y- 
gwaew  lleiaf),  in  Frondeg-lane ;  Betonica  officinalis, 
wood  betony  {Cribau  St  Ffraid,  Llys  dwyfawg),  in 
Glantanat  wood  ;  Verbenia  officinalis,  common  vervain 
{Briwr  March,  Cos  gan  gythraul)  ;  Convallaria  ma- 
jaUs,  lily  of  the  valley,  near  Pentrefelin ;  Alchemilla 
vulgaris,  lady's  mantle  {Mantell  Mair),  near  Glantanat 
bridge  ;  Al.  arvensis,  field  lady's  mantle  {Troed-y-dryw), 
in  a  field  between  Pentrefelin  and  the  river ;  Juncus 
effiisus,  soft  rush  {Pahwyren),  in  boggy  places  in  Maen- 
gwynedd,  etc. ;  but  this  rush  has  become  scarce  in  the 
parish,  and  those  persons  who  make  a  trade  in  gather- 
ing it  to  make  candles,  go  to  a  bog  on  the  Berwyn,  in 
the  parish  of  Llandrillo.  This  rush  is  not  so  much 
used  even  by  the  peasantry  for  candles  now  as  for- 
merly, though  its  use  would  be  a  great  saving  in  their 
domestic  economy.  It  has  been  noticed  that  a  good 
rush,  which  measured  in  length  two  feet  four  inches  and 
a  half,  burnt  only  three  minutes  short  of  an  hour,  and 
a  rush  still  of  gi-eater  length  has  been  known  to  bum 
one  hour  and  a  quarter  ;  and  in  a  pound  of  dry  rushes, 
avoirdupois,  were  found  1600  individuals,  the  value  of 
which  would  be  little  less  than  three  shillings. 
VOL.  IV.  Q 
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Chap.  II. — Population. 

According  to  the  Census  Tables,  the  population,  in- 
cluding the  Montgomeryshire  and  Denbighshire  por- 
tions, were  as  follows  : — 


Tear  . 

1801 

1811 

1821 

1831 

1841 

1851 

1861 

1871 

Pop.   . 

1869 

1974 

2229 

2344 

2620 

2528 

2304 

2490 

The  Census  of  the  year  1871,  just  supplied,  gives 
the  following  information  : — 


TowvsHipa. 

HOUSBS. 

Pkbsovs. 

Inhabited. 

Uninhabited. 

Building 

Males. 

Females. 

Ti-e*rllan 

112 

11 

17 

225 

243 

Trewern 

17 

2 

... 

52 

45 

Banhadla  Hamlet . 

7 

... 

... 

30 

26 

Trebrys  fach  . 

17 

... 

42 

42 

Trefeiliw  and  Gartheryr 

61 

6 

.'. 

14U 

142 

Banhadla  isa . 

81 

2 

... 

65 

75 

Trebrys  fawr . 

17 

1 

... 

50 

47 

Banhadla  ucha 

15 

1 

... 

46 

34 

Henfachft 

41 

5 

2 

105 

109 

Cefnooch 

97 

8 

172 

198 

CasteUinoch  . 

24 

1 

... 

56 

68 

Brithdir 

47 

I 

1 

111 

105 

Glanhafon 

22 

... 

... 

64 

62 

Nantfyllon     . 

25 

6 

65 

54 

Abermarcbnant     . 

6 

... 

... 

10 

17 

538 

43 

20 

1233 

1257 

What  may  have  been  the  population  prior  to  the 
general  enumerations  can  only  be  inferentially  made 
out.  The  following  Table,  made  from  the  parish  regis- 
ters, exhibits  the  christenings,  marriages,  and  burials 
over  a  period  of  thirty-five  years,  in  the  last  century. 
The  oldest  register  of  the  parish  dates  from  the  ye^ir 
1677,  which  leaves  a  space  of  time  of  about  one  himdred 
and  forty  years  blank  after  the  introduction  of  parish 
registers.^ 

^  Parish  registers  were  introduced  by  Cromwell,  Lord  Essex, 
temp.  27  Henry  VIII,  a.d.  1530-8.     The  General  Registration  Act 
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Chbistsninos. 

'KCab 

BUBIALS 

. 

Yean. 

M. 

p. 

Total. 

JQAB- 
BIAOI8. 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

1713 

11 

16 

27 

1 

7 

8 

15 

1714 

18 

9 

27 

7 

8 

11 

19 

1715 

12 

10 

22 

5 

23 

10 

33 

1716 

31 

13 

44 

7 

21 

22 

43 

1717 

18 

13 

31 

5 

22 

19 

41 

1718 

17 

14 

31 

8 

11 

11 

22 

1719 

12 

16 

28 

6 

7 

20 

27 

1720 

13 

24 

37 

7 

15 

17 

32 

1721 

9 

15 

24 

9 

15 

19 

34 

1722 

20 

18 

38 

10 

21 

22 

43 

1723 

17 

17 

34 

9 

15 

15 

30 

1724 

14 

19 

33 

6 

24 

28 

52 

1726 

19 

23 

42 

'      12 

16 

15 

31 

1726 

18 

10 

28 

10 

23 

10 

83 

1727 

27 

16 

43 

10 

25 

25 

50 

1728 

30 

21 

51 

9 

39 

19 

58 

1729 

22 

22 

44 

11 

26 

25 

51 

1730 

24 

10 

34 

7 

83 

23 

56 

1731 

84 

28 

62 

13 

20 

18 

38 

1732 

27 

21 

48 

9 

18 

23 

41 

1759) 

to    [ 

357 

857 

714 

197 

297 

342 

639 

1773  j 

750 

692 

1442 

357 

686 

702 

1S88 

In  the  fifteen  years  from  1759  to  1773  inclusively, 
the  number  who  died  at 


2  years  old  and  under 

^               , 

.     143 

Between  2 

ff 

5  inclue 

lively  16 

5 

>i 

10 

20 

10 

)9 

20 

39 

20 

ii 

30 

50 

30 

>j 

40 

46 

40 

yy 

yy 

50 

42 

50 

}} 

tt 

60 

54 

(C  <fc  7  Will.  IV,  c.  86)  was  passed  in  Angust  1836.  The  registers 
of  Llanwddyn  parish,  once  one  of  the  churches  subject  to  Llan- 
rhaiadr,  dates  from  the  year  1624. 

Q2 
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ler     70 

inclusively 

82 

80 

» 

87 

90 

J 

y 

54 

100 

; 

1} 

4 

At  102 

tf 

1 

„  105 

n 

1 
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Between  60  years  old  and  under 
„      70 

11    yo       ,, 


Total  .  .  639 
The  foUowiiig  are  the  causes  of  death  and  the  num- 
bers dymg  wiuiin  that  period  :  accidental  death,  4  ; 
ague,  11  ;  apoplexy,  1  ;  asthma,  2  ;  burnt,  1  ;  cancer, 
3  ;  childbirth,  9  ;  chincough,  24  ;  cohc,  6  ;  consump- 
tion, 33  ;  convulsions,  9  ;  decay,  1 74  ;  diabetes,  1  ; 
dropsy,  27  ;  drov^rned,  1  ;  fever,  102  ;  flux,  8  ;  frozen, 
3  ;  jaundice,  1 ;  iliac  passion,  4  ;  imposthume,  7 ;  in- 
flammation of  the  bowels,  1  ;  king  s  evil,  7  ;  measles, 
2 ;  old  age,  20 ;  palsy,  35 ;  plevuisy,  1 ;  rash,  1 ;  rheimi- 
atism,  8  ;  rickets,  2  ;  shot,  1  ;  smaU-pox  ;  39  ;  stone, 
2 ;  suddenly,  12 ;  uncertain,  76  ;  white  sweUing,  1  ; 
making  the  total  of  639. 

By  the  aid  of  the  above  Table  we  may  make  out  ap- 
proximately the  number  of  the  population  of  the  three 
decades  ;  and,  calculating,  according  to  a  system  in 
practice  in  the  last  century,  viz.,  that  the  ratio  of  popu- 
lation to  a  birth  was  as  thirty-five  to  one,  we  may  ex- 
pect the  population  to  have  been  somewhat  as  imder  : 

From  1713  to  1722,  christenings  309,  population  1082. 
,,     1723  „  1732,  „         419,  „         1461. 

„     1759  „  1773,  „  714,  „        1666. 

The  number  of  tenants  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  (the 
Earl  of  Powis),  at  the  different  periods  undermen- 
tioned, show  that  the  population  and  the  holdings  were 
increasing  as  the  open  commons  of  the  manor  were 
being  brought  imder  cultivation. 

Tenants. 
Cefncoch  township 
Castellmoch    . 
Nantfyllon 
Glanhafon 
Abermarchnant 

16  9  22 


629. 

1681. 

1760. 

4 

6 

10 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

1 
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The  entries  in  the  older  parish  registers  relating  to 
christenings  and  burials  specify,  as  a  rule,  the  town- 
ship only  wherein  the  parties  resided  ;  for  instance  : — 

"  John,  the  son  of  Simon  Lloyd  of  Trebrys,  bap.  20  Jan., 
1699/' 

"  Blanch,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  John,  D.D.,  of  Trebrys, 
bap.  2  March,  1699.^' 

The  number  of  births  in  the  year  ending  December 
1870,  was  sixty-nine;  and  of  deaths  fifty. 

Industrial  Pursuits, — The  population  is  almost  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  agriculture ;  the  mines  and  quar- 
ries are  as  yet  of  little  note  in  respect  of  enterprize 
and  production,  though  there  are  prospects  of  their 
becoming  profitable.  The  trades  are  those  common  to 
aU  agricultural  districts.  There  is  in  the  parish  only 
one  woollen  factory  with  its  ftdling  mill,  employing  a 
few  hands,  and  a  couple  of  handloom  weavers. 

The  fairs  are  considered  of  some  importance,  and  axe 
held  on  the  following  dates ;  January  1,  the  first  Friday 
in  March,  the  first  Friday  in  May,  the  first  Friday  in 
June,  the  second  Tuesday  in  July  (wool  fair),  July  23, 
24,  September  25,  October  18,  November  7,  8.  The 
stock  fairs  of  July  and  November  are  noted  for  their 
mountain  merlins,  or  smaU  ponies,  bred  on  the  Berwyn 
range.  Every  successive  year  these  little  creatures  are 
decreasing  in  number,  in  consequence,  it  is  said,  of  the 
mountain  land  being  enclosed,  and  of  the  opinion  pre- 
valent that  they  spoil  the  pasturage  for  sheep.  The 
July  fair  held  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  month  is 
called  Ffair  Wyl  Doefon^  t.  e.,  the  fair  of  St.  Dogfan's 
(the  patron  saint)  wake.  The  annual  wool  fair  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  July  has  risen  to  some  import- 
ance, the  farmers  of  a  wide  district  of  country  bringing 
their  fleeces  to  it,  and  staplers  and  manufacturers  of 
distant  parts  attending  to  buy.  The  following  statistics, 
compiled  by  the  writer,  will  shew  the  extent  and  in- 
creasing value  of  the  trade. 
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Tear. 

Pounds  boaght. 

Average  price. 

Poand8  returned 
home  unsold. 

1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 

33,000 
65,280 
65,710 
76,200 

d. 

14i 

10  to  12i 

10* 

lOi 

4,500 
5,000 
1,400 

The  tolls  payable  on  fair  days  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  are,  for  every  horse  or  mare  sold,  sixpence  ;  mare 
and  colt,  ninepence  ;  bull,  sixpence  ;  cow  and  calf, 
threepence ;  cow  or  ox,  twopence ;  pig  or  sow,  two- 
pence, sheep  and  lambs,  fivepence  per  score. 

The  social  comforts  and  conveniences  of  the  labourers 
and  craftsmen  bear  afavourable  contrast  to  those  enjoyed 
by  their  ancestors.  The  houses  now  are  substantially 
built,  the  timber  framed  houses  of  the  past  are  few,  and 
the  straw  thatch  has  been  displaced  by  the  slated  roof, 
and  the  earth  floor  by  the  more  comfortable  flagged  one. 

The  wages  of  the  farm  labourer  at  the  commencement 
of  the  seventeenth  century  in  this  neighbourhood  were 
only  one  shilling  a  week,  with  meat  and  drink — ^with- 
out the  latter,  two  shillings  a  week ;  whereas,  at  the 
present  day,  they  are  on  the  average  seven  shillings  a 
week  with  meat  and  drink.  At  the  same  period,  the 
wages  of  female  servants  were  from  six  shillings  and 
eightpence  to  ten  shillings  a  year,  but  are  now  from 
six  to  eight  pounds  a  year. 

Agriculture. — The  farming  in  the  parish  is  in  a  flou- 
rishing and  progressive  condition,  and  fully  keeps  pace 
with  the  neighboiu-ing  districts.  Almost  every  modem 
agricultural  implement  is  in  use,  except  in  the  highest 
of  the  upland  farms.  Flail  threshing  is  scarcely  known, 
having  been  superseded  by  travelling  and  stationary 
threshing  machines,  driven  by  steam  or  horse  or  water 
power. 

The  farmers  are  generally  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, and  a  large  proportion  of  them  reside  upon 
their  own  freeholds.     Several  of  the  farm  houses  are 
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distinguished,  as  "  PlasauJ'  i.  e.  "  mansions/'  and  al- 
though some  of  them  seem  ridiculously  small  (e.  g.  Pla- 
scriafol),  they  may  perhaps  indicate  where  mansions 
formerly  stood. 

Education. — Welsh  is  the  prevailing  language  of  the 
parish,  being  the  only  one  spoken  by  nineteen  out  of 
every  twenty  of  the  population.  The  advantage  in 
former  years  for  educating  the  young  were  of  a  very 
limited  kind.  A  free  school  was  founded  in  the  year 
1730  by  one  John  Powell  of  Ysceifiog,  in  Flintshire, 
who  left  bequests  for  the  purpose  of  providing  school 
instruction  for  the  poor  children  of  the  parish.  The 
school  was  carried  on  in  the  vestry  of  the  parish  church  ; 
a  room  measuriog  thirteen  feet  by  nineteen  feet,  but 
was  removed  in  later  years  to  the  village  hall.  Many 
of  the  older  residents  of  the  parish  speak  with  pleasant 
recollections  of  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards,  some  time  master 
of  the  free  school. 

But  the  advancement  of  the  age  having  brought 
about  improved  methods  of  instruction,  a  school  on  the 
principles  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society 
was  introduced,  and  the  first  British  school-room  was 
built  in  1849  in  Waterfall  Street,  and  a  National  school 
foUowed,  and  was  erected  in  1858.  A  new  British 
school-room  was  built  in  1864,  the  old  one  having  be- 
come too  small ;  these  schools  are  provided  with  good 
residences  for  the  masters. 

Roods. — The  turnpike  roads  within  the  parish  are 
very  good.  The  improvements  in  them  date  from  the 
year  1750,  and  were  eifected,  it  is  said,  chiefly  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Worthington,  who 
was  the  vicar  of  the  parish  from  1745  to  1  778.  Going 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  parish,  he  caused  the  roads 
to  be  widened  and  improved  as  far  as  Knockin  in  the 
county  of  Salop.  Milestones  were  placed  on  the  roads 
to  indicate  the  distance  to  Shrewsbury,  shewing  that 
that  town  was  then  considered  the  metropolitan  centre 
of  eastern  Powysland.     In  1770,  it  was  proposed  to 
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make  this  vale  the  mail  route  to  Ireland,  vid  Porth- 
dynlleyn,  and  surveys^  were  made  for  that  purpose. 
Previously  the  main  public  road  through  the  parish  and 
throughout  the  vale  of  the  Tanat,  leading  from  Bala  to 
Shrewsbury,  was  no  better  than  our  present  lanes,  and 
its  character  may  yet  be  seen  in  the  narrow  and  tor- 
tuous lane  leading  from  Llangynog,  entering  the  parish 
at  Cwmglanhavon,  passing  the  "  Ochr  of  Mochnant,"  in 
the  township  of  Glanhafon,  and  Cadnant  to  Plasdu, 
from  whence  its  devious  track  may  be  traced  to  the 
village. 

Parochial  Rates. — The  parish  rates  raised  in  the 
year  1803,  at  a  rate  of  8s,  3cZ.  in  the  pound,  were 
£590  :  7  :  10^ 

The  amoimt  of  rate  under  the  name  of  poor  rate  col- 
lected for  the  undermentioned  years,  and  which  fairiy 
represents  the  amounts  for  intervening  dates,  was  as 
follows  : — (see  page  233.) 

The  new  Highway  Act  was  adopted  for  Denbigh- 
shire in  1863,  when  the  first  rate  for  highway  purposes 
was  made  in  the  Denbighshire  portion  of  the  parish. 
The  amount  levied  and  collected  was  £33  :  6  :  8.  Since 
the  adoption  of  the  Act  the  highways  in  this  division 
of  the  parish  are  in  very  good  condition,  and  bear  a 
marked  contrast  to  those  of  the  Montgomeryshire  por- 
tion, where  the  Act  is  not  in  force,  and  where  the  roads 
are  kept  in  repair  according  to  the  old  system. 

The  Charities. — The  Charity  Commissioners  visited 

^  The  result  of  that  survey  shows  the  following  comparative  dis- 
tances :— 

From  London  to 

PO  BTHDINLLEYN. 

Milen. 

To  Salop .  .  .155 
„  Llangynog  .  30 
,,  Bala  ...  11 
„  Tanybwlch.  18 
„  Porthdinlleyn  23 

237 


From  London  to 

From  Bath  to 

From  Bath  to 

HOLTHIAD. 

Porthdinlleyn. 

HOLTHSAD. 

Milpn. 

Miles 

Milw. 

To  Chester  .  182 

To  Gloucester    .  41 

To  Worcester  67 

„  Holyhead    92 

„  Worcester     .  26 

„  Chester     .  87 

„  Salop    ...  48 

„  Holyhead .  92 

274 
237 

„  Llangynog    .  30 
.,  Porthdinlleyn  52 

246 



197 

Difference   37 

197 

Difference  49 
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r!ol-l.1CCTED   BY  OtIRSBBRS. 

DI8BURSRMEVT8  BT  8AMB. 

fear. 

Rateable  Talue 
of  property. 

Rate 
per 

7d. 
5d. 

Amount. 

On  what  account. 

Amount. 

848 

Mont|fomery 

division. 
^85,000      .     . 

X6.028      .    . 
Denbigh 
division. 

je6.326  1  hf.  jr. 
je6,331  2  hf.  yr. 

JB7,867      .    . 

499     0  0 

To 

» 

» 
ft 

y 

» 
>f 

union  treasurer  .    . 
county  treasurer 

union  treasurer  .    . 
county  treasurer 
incidentals.    .    .    . 

union  treasurer  .    • 
county  treasurer     . 
incidentals.    .    .    . 

union  treasurer  .    . 
county  treasurer 
highway  board,^  tr. 
incidentals.    .    .    . 

£        t.    d 

430    0    0 

69    0    0 

499    0  0 

499    0    0 

1870 

453     1  6 

303  15    0 
93  19    2 
55    7    4 

453     1  6 

4^3     1     6 

L848 

362    7  8 
341     2  4 

507  15  10 
119  15    3 
75  18  11 

703  10    0 

703  10  0 

1870 

953  17  4 

422    7    2 

141  13    4 

300    0    0 

89  16    0 

953  17  4 

953  17    4 

this  parish  in  September  1836,  and  in  their  Report^ 
mention  the  following  charities  : — 


Nature,  and  amount 
of  bequest. 


John  Powell,  of  Tsoeiviog    ^£210 


Samuel  Hordley's     • 

Dr.  South's 

Morris  Thomas,  of  Hen- 
fach^ 

Charles  Edwards,  of  Llan- 
santffraid 

Dr.  Worthington's   . 


je20 
^100 
[^10 

1X120 


Elizabeth  Lloyd,  of  G]an- 
hafon 


C  Bent    charge 
.  \     Oaeisa,  Vicarage 
C     fach   . 

\  Bent    charge 
3      Brynglas   . 


Object  to  which  bequest  to  be 
appropriated. 

S  School  instruction  of  poor 
children. 
(  To  ten  poor  housekeepers  in 
'  (     the  Denbighshire  portion. 
Apprenticing  a  poor  child. 

.    Among  the  poor. 

C  To   decayed    housekeepers, 
.  ^     or  to  apprenticing   poor 
children. 


School  instruction. 


Sje2to 
gom 
to  t 
shir 


''J62  to  the  poor  of  the  Mont- 
gomeryshire part,  and  JBl 
those  of  the  Denbigh- 
shire part. 


^  The  highway  rate  is  levied  and  collected  in  the  poor  rate. 
2  32  Charitj  Commissioners'  Report,  part  iii. 
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Nature,  and  amount  of         Okjeoi  to  whleh  bcqaoit  to  be 
beqaeat  appropriated. 


Morris    Jones,    of    Pen-  (^^^  ^^  ^J^)  rj,^  ^^^  generally. 

"^^      •        •        •        •(     maBDdu,rent  .) 


Daniel  Powell's  .    iBlOO 


Two  tiuids  of  proceeds  to 
the  poor  in  the  Montgom- 
ezyshire  part ;  one-third 
to  those  in  the  Denbigh- 
shire portion. 

^n^?''®^''"!^'''^.'^^";}^20       .        .        .    To  the  poor  generally. 

The  Free  SchooL 

Distribittion. — These  several  charities,  amounting 
together  to  £110:0:6  yearly,  are  now  distributed 
under  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  2nd 
April,  1833,  and  which  contains  the  following  scheme 
for  the  application  of  the  charity  income,  viz. : 

"That  the  two  sums  of  £33  and  £25,  amounting  to  £58, 
should  be  expended  in  apprenticing  and  clothing  poor  chil- 
dren of  the  parish,  and  that  the  future  r^nts  of  the  two  farms, 
called  Brw  fawr  (in  the  parish  of  Llanarmon  in  lal),  and  Cwm 
Llyfnog  (in  the  parish  of  Myfod),  should  be  applied  to  the  same 
purpose. 

"That  the  sum  of  £17,  part  of  £40,  rent  of  Henryd  Fach, 
should  be  towards  school  instruction  of  poor  children. 

"  That  the  sum  of  £7,  the  other  part  of  £40,  should  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  upon  St.  Thomases  day,  in  the  following 
portions :  viz.,  £6  to  those  in  the  Montgomeryshiire  portion, 
and  £1  to  those  in  the  Denbighshire  portion. 

"That  the  sum  of  £16,  residue  of  the  £40,  be  applied  in 
apprenticing  and  clothing  poor  children. 

"  That  the  sum  of  £3,  rent  of  Cae-isa,  be  applied  to  the  use 
of  the  school. 

"  That  the  rent  charge  of  Brynglas,  being  £3,  be  distributed 
on  Easter  Eve  :  viz.,  £2  to  the  poor  in  Montgomeryshire  part, 
and  £1  to  those  in  the  Denbighshire  part. 

"  That  the  interest  of  £90,  amounting  to  £4  10«.,  be  distri- 
buted in  manner  following  :  viz.,  £3  to  the  poor  of  the  Mont- 
gomeryshire part,  and  £1  108,  to  those  of  the  Denbighshire 
part. 

"  That  the  10«.  6d.,  being  the  moiety  of  rent  of  Cae  Thomas 
ddu,  be  distributed  annually  between  the  poor  of  the  parish 
generally. 

"  That  the  interest  upon  the  sum  of  £20,  producing  annually 
£1,  be  paid  between  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Cefncoch,  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery,  on  St.  Thomas's  day." 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


LLANRHAIADR-YN-MOCHNANT. 


235 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  tbe  tablet  in  the  parish 
church. 

ParticvlarB  of  Funds  belonging  to  the  Poor  of  this  Paruhy  with  their 
Appropriations^  purstumt  to  an  Order  of  the  Court  of  Chancert/y 
issued  in  the  year  1833. 


The  legacies  left  by  Dr.  Bob.  South, 
by  Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  by  Mr. 
Morris  Thomas,  and  by  Mr.  John 
Powell,  were  laid  out  by  the  ward- 
ens of  this  parish  (then  in  office)  in 
the  purchase  of  [freehold  land, 
called]  Henrhyd  fach  farm. 
Funds  remaining,  Ji 

'^Henrhyd  fach  .  .  40 
Erw  £B.wr  in  Tale  .  83 
Oefn  Uy&og  ...  25 
Cae  isa  ....  3 
Cae  Thomas  Ddu  .    0 


Bents. 


«.d. 
0  0 
0  0 
00 
0  0 
10  6 


Total    .  101  10  6 

Annuities. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  formerly  of 
Brynglas,  in  this  parish,  left  by 
will  the  interest  of  ^660,  charged 
upon  her  tenement  of  Brynglas, 
aforesaid,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  poor  annually  on  Easter  Eve, 
JB3    0  0 

The  legacy  of  Mr. 
D.Powell,^90H^llQQQ 


rofMr.^ 

Il,ie90;r. 

ofMrs.C- 

8,  ^20, ; 


andthatof  Mrs. 

C.  Morris, 

were  laid  out  as  mortgage 


on  the  toUs  of  the  third 
district  of  the  Montgome* 
ryshire  roads 


^  10  0 
^88  10  0 


Abstract  of  Funds.         £    s,d. 

Bent  of  lands 10110  6 

Annuities 8  10  0 

110    0  6 


«.d. 


Appropriations,  Jt 

To  be  laid  out  by  the  trustees 

yearly     in     apprenticing 

poor  children       74 

In  teaching  poor  children  to 

read  and  write    ....  20 
In  distribution  among  the 

poor  on  St.  Thomas's  day  12  10  0 
In  ditto  on  Easter  eve  .    .      8  10  6 


00 
0  0 


iBUO    0  6 


This  tablet  was  put  up  June  12, 1849, 
by  order  of  the  trustees. 

Waltbb  Bavibs,  Vicar. 
John  Bobbrts,    Bobbbt  Bobbsts, 

BiCHD.  JONBS,        WV.  BiCHABDS. 


Chap.  III.— Abch^ological. 

Bbitish. — Erect  Stones. — The  Guide  Stone  {''Ma,en 
Gobaith,"  of  the  Welsh  Laws).  This  is  placed  in  the 
mountain  pass  of  Bwlch  Llandrillo,  entering  into 
Merionethshire,  over  the  Berwjni,  from  Cwm  Maen- 
gwynedd.  It  is  an  erect  stone,  about  eight  feet  in 
height,  placed  in  a  conspicuous  position,  by  the  side  of 
the  ancient  trackway,  called  Ffordd  Gam  Helen.  It 
serves,  at  the  present  day,  as  a  jguide-post  to  persons 
crossing  to  Llandrillo  and  Corwen,  over  the  mountains. 
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It  is  also  near  the  junction  of  the  lordships  of  Mochnant 
and  Cynllaith.  It  might  have  served  as  one  of  the 
public  posts  of  the  lord,  for  publishing  notices  according 
to  British  law  and  custom. 

The  ''Green' Stone. — This  is  an  erect  stone,  about 
nine  feet  high,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  village,  in  front 
of  the  National  School,  and  forms  a  conspicuous  object. 
It  was  formerly  placed  on  the  summit  of  a  mound 
which  occupied  the  site  of  the  school  room.     It  is  not  a 

fate-post,  as  stated  by  the  late  Rev.  H.  Longueville 
ones ;  neither  is  there  any  authority  for  saying  that 
it  is  of  modem  erection.  All  that  tradition  says  about 
it  is,  that  it  was  brought  from  Rhos  Maes  Criafol,  in 
Maengwynedd. 

Post-gwyn. — ^At  the  spot  where  at  the  present  time 
stands  an .  ordinary  wooden  finger  post  of  direction, 
there  was  formerly  a  stone  pillar,  placed  on  the  summit 
of  Ehosybrithdir  hill,  at  the  divergence  of  the  roads  to 
Llangynog  and  Bala,  and  halfway  hence  to  LlanfyUin. 

Post  coch,  Post  y  wiber,  or  Maen  Ilir  y  Mdesfinoch- 
nant  (the  red  pillar,  the  pillar  of  the  dragon,  or  the 
erect  stone  of  Maesmochnant). — ^This  relic  of  antiquity 
is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Tanat,  in  a  field  belong- 
ing to  Maesmochoant,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  road  leading  to  LlanfyUin.  It  is  strange  that 
this  stone  should  be  placed  rather  at  the  base  of  a  knoU 
of  ground  than  upon  its  summit.  Its  height  above 
ground  is  a  few  inches  of  twelve  feet,  and  it  measin-es 
at  the  base  forty-four  inches  in  width,  gently  tapering 
to  thirty  inches  near  the  top,  and  is  twenty  inches  in 
depth.  Assuming  that  one-foiuth  of  the  entire  length 
is  in  the  ground,  its  entire  weight  may  be  estimated  at 
about  six  tons  and  a  quarter.  Its  widest  surface  points 
due  east  and  west.  It  has  an  inscription  cut  into  it^ 
but  the  characters  betray  them  to  be  the  initials  of  an 
occupier  of  Maesmochnant  farm,  and  made  about  a  cen- 
tury ago.  The  old  people  say  that  it  came  from  Cwra- 
blotty,  near  the  waterfall.  It  belongs  to  the  trap  rock 
formation  of  that  locality,  and  probably  wiis  a  bo\ilder. 
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Maksmochnant  Stone.         The  Green  Stoke. 
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There  is  much  uncertainty  about  the  orig^inal  use  and 
the  object  of  these  solitary  erect  stones,  or  Meini  Hirion. 

The  legend  connected  with  this  stone  pillar  is,  that  it 
was  raised  in  order  to  prevent  the  devastation  which 
a  winged  serpent  or  dragon  (a  wiher)  was  committing 
in  the  surrounding  country.  The  stone  was  draped 
with  scarlet  cloth,  to  allure  and  excite  the  creature  to  a 
furor,  scarlet  being  a  colour  most  intolerably  hateful  and 
provoking  to  it.  It  was  also  studded  with  iron  spikes, 
that  the  reptile  might  wound  or  kill  itself  by  beating 
itself  against  it.  Its  destruction,  it  is  alleged,  was 
eflfected  by  this  artifice.  It  is  said  to  have  had  two 
lurking  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  are  still 
called  Nant  y  imber^  one  at  Penygamedd,  and  the 
other  near  Bwlch  Sychtyn,  in  the  parish  of  Llansilin, 
and  this  post  was  in  the  direct  line  of  its  flight.  Similar 
legends,  referring  to  winged  serpents,  exist  in  various 
parts  of  Wales.  In  the  adjoining  parish  of  Llanarmon 
Dyffryn  Ceiriog  there  is  a  place  called  Sarffle  (the  ser- 
pent's hole).  The  old  and  superstitious  creed  respecting 
the  original  of  these  imaginary  creatures,  called  gwi- 
herody  was,  that  they  were  "snakes"  which,  by  having 
drunk  of  the  milk  from  the  breast  of  a  woman,  and  by 
having  eaten  of  bread  consecrated  for  the  Holy  Com- 
munion, had  become  transformed  into  these  poisonous 
and  fiendish  creatures. 

Carns. — Wales  has  been  called  the  country  of  cams, 
and  we  have  Tahesin,  "Chief  of  Bards,"  speaking  of  it 
in  his  time, 

"  Cymru  OaemeddawgJ^^ 

[Wales  abounding  with  carneddau.] — Myv,  Arch,,  p.  39. 

There  are  two  hiUs  in  the  parish  bearing  the  names 
respectively  of  Gam  and  Garneddwen.  Upon  the  sum- 
rait  of  the  latter,  which  forms  one  of  the  ridges  of 
Maengwynedd,  there  is  a  cam  of  white  stones,  the  base 
of  which  is  sixty  yards  in  circumference. 

Carnedd  Caecrin. — This  is  distant  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  old  bridle  trackway,  between  Gwemfeifod  and 
Maengwynedd,  It  is  circular,  and  measures  fifty  yards 
in  circumference  at  its  base.     It  has  been  opened  in  its 
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centre ;  and  a  large  quantity  of  its  stones  have  been 
removed  for  walling  purposes  on  the  mountain.  Its 
height,  within  the  memory  of  many  persons  now  living, 
was  about  nine  feet. 

Camedd  Tudur. — This  cannot  be  classed  amongst 
the  relics  of  remote  antiquity  like  the  former  (yet  the 
convenience  of  inserting  it  here  induces  us  to  give  it  a 
place  among  British  remains).  It  is  of  comparative 
modem  date.  It  is  said  that  an  old  soldier  lived  in  a 
cottage  hard  by ;  he  had  deserted  from  the  English 
army,  and  had  here  secreted  himself  with  his  family ; 
but,  a  clue  being  obtained  of  his  place  of  concealment, 
one  winter's  night,  a  party  of  solcfiers  appeared  at  the 
house  to  arrest  him.  Although  nearly  naked  he  effected 
his  escape  through  a  window  in  the  roof,  but  to  meet 
a  more  terrible  fate  in  a  heavy  snow-storm  raging  with- 
out. In  the  morning  he  was  found  frozen  to  death  on 
the  spot  where  this  cam  was  raised. 

Cams  at  'Sgynfa. — Some  low  earns  exist  near  the 
junction  of  Nant-y-ddalfa  with  Afon  y  Pistyll.  They 
are  nearly  concealed  with  turf  and  grass. 

Tumuli. — Tomen  Cefncoch,  is  on  the  confines  of 
this  parish  with  Pennant  Melangell. 

Tomen  y  Maerdy  is  situated  on  a  platform  of  ground 
shelving  out  from  the  ravine  of  Bwlch  y  Polion,  near 
Glantanatisa,  and  elevated  about  eighty  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  vaUey.  Its  dimensions  are  as  follows  :  Cir- 
cimiference  at  the  base,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three 
feet ;  diameter  at  the  top,  fifty-three  feet ;  height, 
thirty  feet.  In  shape  it  forms  a  good  specimen  of  a 
frustum  of  a  cone,  and  its  soHd  contents  may  be  esti- 
mated at  nearly  9200  cubic  yards.  The  slope  of  its 
side  is  at  an  angle  of  fifty  degrees.  It  is  not  a  moated 
tumulus.  The  raising  of  one  of  these  moimds  must 
have  been  the  work  of  great  time  and  labour  for  the 
age.  Even  at  the  present  day,  with  all  conveniences 
and  appliances  for  the  making  of  earthworks,  scarcely 
could  a  contractor  be  had  who  would  undertake  the 
work  under  a  cost  of  £200. 

Hendomen  is  a  tumulus  similar  to  the  latter  in  point 
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of  size,  and  situated  within  rifle  shot  of  it,  on  the  back 
of  an  opposite  ridge  (called  a  "  Cefn").  The  tradition 
of  the  country  is,  that  the  enemies  (3/  gelynion)  used 
to  shoot  at  one  another,  with  bows  and  arrows,  from 
these  two  mounds.  But  the  distance  appears  too  great 
for  an  arrow  to  take  effect. 

Tomen  LlechweddUwyd, — This  is  only  a  natural  coni- 
cal upheaving  of  the  strata  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge. 
It  could  have  served  no  other  purpose,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  than  as  a  beacon  signal  post. 

Tomen  CefnlVoeVyOT  Cefnllawr^  or  Tomen  Moelfroches, 
is  situated  on  the  farm  of  Moelfroches,  on  the  summit 
of  the  ridge,  which  is  crossed  by  the  road  from  Llan- 
fyllin  to  Llanrhaiadr.  It  is  a  conspicuous  object  at 
a  distance,  and,  from  its  top,  a  commanding  view  is 
obtained  of  several  mounttiin  passes  and  valleys.  This 
mound  is  partially  moated ;  it  has  also  two  outworks 
on  the  east  side.  A  deep  trench  across  its  centre  shows 
that  it  has  been  explored  ;  and  it  is  said  this  was  done 
by  some  of  the  country  labourers,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  at  its  supposed  hidden  treasure.  It  is  a  pre- 
valent notion  among  the  peasantry  that  these  tumuli 
are  the  receptacles  of  great  treasures.  A  few  articles 
and  weapons  were  found,  but  we  have  failed  to  get  a 
clue  to  tneir  description  or  destination.  According  to 
tradition  its  name  is  derived  from  '*Llawr,"  one  of  the 
sons  of  Lly  warch  Hen,  a  prince  and  poet  of  the  sixth 
century,  who  fought  and  feU  here.  Llawr  and  other  of 
the  poet's  sons,  whose  names  are  said  to  be  associated 
with  localities  in  this  parish,  are  alluded  to  in  the 
verses  composed  by  the  poet  to  his  old  age  and  his  sons. 
From  this  tumulus  also  may  be  seen  Bwlch  LloHen 
(the  pass  of  Llorien),  now  called  Llorian  and  Lloran, 
with  its  several  heights  or  ridges,  upon  the  crown  of 
one  of  which,  called  Moel  Llorian,  is  an  erect  solitary 
stone,  similar  in  character  to  the  Maesmochnant  stone 
before  referred  to,  and  perhaps  of  similar  origin  and  use. 
The  pass  of  Lloran  enters  Llanrhaiadr  parish  on  the 
north-east  side.     It  may  be  inferred  from   the   last 
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stanza  quoted,  and  from  others  in  the  poem,  that  one 
of  the  sanguinary  battles  in  which  Llywarch's  sons 
fought  and  fell,  was  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  site 
of  Khiw  Velen  probably  is  on  the  hill  called  Bwlch  Rhiw 
Velen,  five  miles  north  of  Llangollen ;  Sawyl  falls  at 
Llangollen,  and  Llavyr  here. 

"  Maen  and  Madawg,  and  Medel,  brave  men. 
Invincible  [or  unconquered]  brothers, 
Selyv  Heilyn  Llawr  LliverJ' 

"  The  grave  of  6  well  is  in  Rhiw- Velen, 
The  grave  of  Sawyl  is  in  Llangollen, 
Llavyr  is  entombed  in  Bwhh  Llorien.^^^ 

Entrenchments. — Coed  y  clawdd  is  a  rampart  of 
earth  more  than  four  hundred  yards  in  length,  sixty 
feet  broad  at  the  base,  and  sixteen  feet  high  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch.  It  forms  a  good  flank  defence  to 
the  entrenchment  on  Moelfroches,  the  western  extremity 
of  which  is  also  within  bow  shot  of  it. 

Tynyclmvdd  is  a  similar  work  to  the  last  described, 
on  the  other,  or  north,  side  of  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and 
distant  a  mile  and  three  quarters  from  it,  and  midway 
down  the  hill.  The  turnpike  road  leading  to  Llanfyllin, 
at  Penstreet  tollgate,  runs  through  it ;  and  it  may  be 

^  [Maen  a  Madawg,  a  Medel  dewrwyr, 

Diyssig  vroder, 

Selyv  Heilyn  Llawr  Lliver. 

Bedd  Gwell  yn  y  Khiw  Velen, 

Bedd  Sawyl  yn  Llangollen, 

Gwarcheidw  Llavyr  Bwlch  Llorien.] 
Heilyn  is  associated  in  the  following  local  names :  Lleity  Heilyn^ 
Moel  Heilyn,  a  sammit  just  opposite,  and  within  bow-shot  of  the 
tumulus  under  notice,  and  Llwybr  Heilyn  (Heilyn*s  path  or  road) 
adjacent,  and  which  will  be  referred  to  hereafter.  With  Llawr  is 
the  tumulus.  Lliver  is  heard  in  the  name  Bhos  Lliver  and  Rhos 
Llivorion  adjacent ;  and  Pont-llivorion,  and  Caeau  Llivorion,  still 
within  the  parish.  Also  grouped  near  this  spot  are  names  of  places 
indicative  where  great  and  deadly  struggles  took  place,  as  Tir  WyU 
ovain  (the  ground  of  mourning),  Caeau  r*  ochain  (the  field  of  woes), 
Coll  melyn  (the  reeking  calamity),  or  Coll  y  melyn,  may  also  mean  the 
defeat  of  the  yellow;  it  may  allude  to  reverses  suffered  by  the  yellow 
surcotes  or  arms.  Pen  y  gamedd  (the  head  of  the  slaughter),  Cwm- 
gvmenj  or  as  some  will  have  it,  Ciom  y  gynen  (the  vaJley  of  bick- 
ering), etc. 
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seen  near  the  Wesleyan  chapel.  The  length  of  the  por- 
tion west  of  the  road  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
with  an  average  breadth  of  forty-five  at  the  base,  and 
twelve  feet  deep  in  the  ditch. 

Castellmoch,  or,  probably,  Castellmarch  (the  fort  of 
the  horse),  is  a  similar  rampart  to  the  previous  two,  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  extending  into  the  valley  of  the 
Tanat  and  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  It  had  a  castelet 
or  fort  at  one  end.  Its  purpose  was  evidently  to  prevent 
incursions  up  the  valley. 

Madawg  Dwygraig,  a  poet  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
alludes  to  the  place  in  a  poem  or  ode  to  the  memory  of 
one  Ruffudd  ap  Madog. 

'*  Who  strong,  vigilant  and  daring  from  Penllyn,* 
Drove  the  foreigners  beyond  Castellmoch." 

Myv.  Arch.,  p.  321, 
[Py  gadam  hoy wfarn  hyfoch  o  Benllyn, 
A  gystwy  Ellmyn  o  Gastellmoch. 

Rhosyheddau  (the  moor  of  the  graves), — 

A  high  hill  top 
Nor  bowered  with  trees,  nor  broken  by  the  plough. 
Remote  from  human  dwellings,  and  the  stir 
Of  human  life,  and  open  to  the  breath 
And  to  the  eye  of  heaven. 

Is  an  eminence  in  the  wild,  upland  flat  of  'Sgynfa,  on 
the  narrow  strip  of  the  township  of  Cefncoch,  which  runs 
between  the  parish  of  Llangynog  and  the  county 
boundary  of  Denbigh.  It  is  just  \Le  spot  to  tempt  a 
Druid  to  establish  an  altar  for  his  superstitious  rites. 
On  the  summit  are  remains  called  Cemg  y  Beddau  (the 
stones  of  the  graves).  They  consist  of  a  circle  and  two 
lines  of  stones  in  parallel  rows,  each  a  hundred  and 
ninety-one  feet  long,  forming  a  single  avenue  of  thirteen 
feet  width.  The  cuameter  of  the  circle  measures  forty- 
one  feet,  the  number  of  stones  composing  it  at  present 
is  twelve  ;  but  clearly  there  has  been  more,  as  the  place 
shows  great  inequalities  in  the  distances  between  them. 

^  A  district  on  the  other  side  of  the  Berwyn,  in  Merionethshire, 
VOL.  IV.  R 
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(See  plan. )  The  number  of  stones  in  the  rows  is  twenty- 
two  and  sixteen  respectively,  but  the  rows  have  also 
evidently  been  robbed  of  stones.  At  the  east  end  and 
the  entrance  to  the  avenue  there  are  two  upright  stones, 
about  four  feet  high,  placed  on  end.  The  size  of  the 
larger  stones  in  the  circle  and  avenue  are  about  the 
height  of  a  low  chair  seat ;  these  are  few  in  number ; 
the  others  are  about  the  size  of  what  are  generally  used 
as  coping  stones  in  walling.  Except  the  two  end  stones 
they  are  all  laid  on  the  flat,  and  appear  but  little  above 
the  turf 

Some  persons  have  supposed  these  relics  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  Druidic  temple.  There  is  an  example  of 
remains  very  similar,  given  by  Borlase,^  as  existing  at 
Classemis,  in  the  island  of  Lewis,  where  they  are  known 
as  **  the  temple."  The .  name  of  this  circle,  however, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  places  in  close  proximity, 
and  the  tradition  connected  therewith,  would  lead  to  a 
different  opinion.  At  the  base  of  the  south  side  flows 
the  Rhaiadr,  which  receives  another  streamlet  running 
through  the  ravine  of  Ceunant  y  Ddalfa  (the  ravine  of 
the  seizure  or  struggle).  At  the  head  of  this  ravine 
is  a  spot  called  PwU  yr  Ochain  (the  hollow  of  sighs). 
Near  the  junction  of  these  two  waters,  on  the  Rhaiadr 
brook,  is  a  place  called  Hhyd  y  Cwi^ddid  (the  ford  of  the 
meeting).  Another  ravine  a  little  lower  is  called  Cwm  y 
gloewon}  The  tradition  is,  that  a  sanguinary  struggle 
took  place  here,  in  the  time  of  O wain  Gwynedd,  between 
the  Welsh  and  an  English  army  which  had  crossed 
through  Maengwynedd  from  Dyffrpi  Ceiriog.  There  is 
a  path  on  the  hill-side  of  the  former  place  eddied  Ffordd 
y  Saeson  (the  path  of  the  English).  And  Cenng  y  beddau, 
it  is  said,  marks  the  burial  place  of  the  Welsh  who  fell  in 
the  struggle.  If  the  remains  are  sepulchral,  which  is 
probable,  the  manner  of  burial  would  be  remarkable. 
There  is  no  cam,  nor  any  indication  of  the  previous 

'  Borlase's  Cornwall^  p.  207. 

*  Perhaps  from  *^  glewion,"  the  brave,  I'.e.,  the  ravine  of  the  brave 
ones. 
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existence  of  such  a  monument.  The  magnetic  bearing 
of  the  avenue  of  stones  is  nearly  east  and  west.  If  the 
burials  took  place  between  the  rows  of  stones,  there 
would  be  suflScient  space  for  the  length  of  two  bodies. 

Chx^ern  yr  Ilendre  (the  park  of  the  Old  Habitation), 
and  Buarth  yr  Hendre  (the  seat  of  the  Habitation). 
These  are  on  the  lands  of  Gwernfeifod.  Local  tradition 
assei-ts  that  this  place  was  the  site  of  a  religious  house 
or  church,  and  that  there  was  a  refuge  and  a  sanctuary 
for  fugitives  here  similar  to  that  at  Pennant  Melangell, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain.  The  site  of  the  church 
and  its  graveyard  is  shown,  and  there  are  evident  traces 
of  inclosures,  and  remains  of  boimdary  fences.  We  are 
incUned  to  the  opinion  that  this  spot  was  the  first  site 
of  the  original  church  of  the  parish,  founded  by  St. 
Dogfan.  The  upland  vale  of  Cwm  Ffynon,  in  Gwern- 
feifod is  called  Cwm  Doefon,  within  which  is  the  beau- 
tiful well  called  Ffynon  Doefon. 

Gwernfeifod  (the  park  of  the  summer  abode),  is  also 
reputed  to  be  a  manor,  and  a  field  is  shown  where  the 
"  lord"  kept  his  "seat"  or  ''court." 

In  Glanhafon  township  a  series  of  sites  of  ruined 
chambers  are  to  be  seen,  which  are  called  Tir  Cwacers 
(the  Quakers'  ground) ;  there  is  no  traditional  reference 
thereto.  On  me  summit  of  the  hiU  above  also  is  the 
remain,  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram  of  an  enclosure, 
marked  by  a  ruined  waU  of  loose  stones,  called  Lie- 
yr-herirEglvrys  (the  place  of  the  old  church).  In  the 
same  township  may  be  seen  a  '  Twmpath  Chwareu,  and 
a  ^Pit  Ceilioffod'  (the  cockpit),  having  an  arena  of  twelve 
feet  diameter.  It  is  in  good  preservation,  and  is  sur- 
rounded with  a  ditch  and  raised  seat  for  spectators.  The 
site  of  another  one  of  these  may  also  be  seen  near  Maes- 
ybwch. 

Llwynhryndinas, — This  camp  is  situated  on  the  sum- 
mit and  extremity  of  a  bold  promontory  of  a  range  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Tanat  valley,  and  on  the  boimdary 
line  of  the  parish  of  Llangedwin  with  Llanrhaiadr  parish, 
It  is  conveniently  formA  by  nature  for  an  entrenched 
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camp,  having  its  central  area  hollowed  out.  Its  north 
side  defence  was  formerly  improved  by  a  ditch,  but  now 
lowered  to  the  appearance  of  a  terrace.  Its  sides  are 
very  steep,  excepting  at  the  east  end.  An  excellent 
view  is  obtained  from  it  in  every  direction. 

Roads. — Llwybr  Heilyn, — British  and  Roman  roads 
so  fuse  into  one  another  in  the  parish,  that,  in  some 
instances,  they  cannot  well  be  separated.  The  road 
which  goes  under  the  above  name  is  mainly,  if  not 
wholly,  a  British  trackway,  and  is  as  good  an  example 
of  one  existing  as  may  be  found.  The  tradition  of  the 
country  people  is  that  it  is  Roman.  Its  direction  across 
the  parish  is  from  south-west  to  north-east.  It  first 
enters  the  parish  in  the  township  of  Abermarchnant. 
Two  distinct  roads  in  this  township  severally  go  by  the 
name  of  Llwybr  Heilyn.  They  seem  to  diverge  from 
one  common  trunk  in  the  parish  of  Llanvihangel,  which 
appears  to  be  the  Via  Devana  from  Caersws.  They 
both  meet  in  the  parish  of  Himant,  and  continue  their 
course  as  one  into  the  parish  of  Uangynog,  entering  the 
parish  of  Llanrhaiadr  again  in  Glanhavon  township, 
passing  by  the  Ciibil,  and  crossing  the  hill  to  Cwm- 
blowty,  passing  through  Tanygraig  farmyard,  again 
ascending  the  opposite  heights  near  Tyn'ddol  in  the 
direction  of  Gwemfeifod  to  Maengwynedd,  crossing 
Penbryngroes,  descending  to  Pont  y  Saeson,  and  again, 
stealing  away  past  Tynrhos,  and  through  Ffridd  A^ies- 
y-cwrt  up  the  Gameddwen  range,  it  leaves  this  parish, 
it  joins  the  Via  Devana  again  in  the  parish  of  Llan- 
armon  Dyifryn  Ceiriog,  some  three  miles  distant.  A 
branch  from  this  road  diverges  towards  the  head  of 
Cwm  Maengwynedd,  and  is  (Xiiledyffdrdd  goch  in  some 
places.  But  we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  latter 
branch  is  the  Roman  Road  from  the  valley  of  the  Tanat. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  cwm  this  road  is  called  ffordd 
gam  Helen,  and  may  distinctly  be  seen  traversing  by  a 
zigzag  course  the  ascent  to  Bwlch  Llandrillo,  previously 
alluded  to,  into  Merionethshire.  These  roads  are  popu- 
larly called  '  bridle  roads/  and  some  parts  are  still  open 
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for  travelling  on  horseback,     Llwybr  Heilyn  traverses 
extensively  unenclosed  sheep-walks. 

Roman. —  Via  Devana. — This  road  enters  the  parish 
at  Coedyclawddisa,  in  or  near  a  field  called  Cae'r 
erwydd,  where  traces  of  it  have  been  found.  It  crosses 
Rhos-y-brithdir  ridge  near  Rhydhir  (the  long  cause- 
way) to  Tynyclawdd  and  Penystreet,  to  Maesmochnant 
Bridge  (anciently  called  Pont-pant-yr-impia)y  crosses 
the  valley  of  the  Tanat  and  the  river  Iwrch  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Cross  Street  Caerllo,  and  Rhydgaled  (the  hard 
causeway),  near  which  place  it  leaves  this  parish,  and 
continues  its  course  through  the  Cymdu  up  Rhiw  Ffordd 
Erfin  to  Llanarmon  Dyffryn  Ceiriog. 

South  Watling  Street, — This  road  passes  along  the 
centre  of  the  valley  of  the  Tanat,  through  Llangynog 
(where  it  may  yet  be  traced)  in  its  course  to  Mons 
HerirL  It  enters  this  parish  from  Rowton  at  Bwlchy- 
ddar,  crossing  the  Tanat  near  Henblas  Gaitheryx,  where, 
and  also  in  Banhadla  Fields,  it  is  called  Street  y  Plan- 
ciau.  Persons  now  living,  remember  it  as  a  hard  pave- 
ment or  causeway  before  it  became  covered  over.  Lower 
down  in  the  valley  in  the  parish  of  Llanyblodwell,  a 
road  which  might  possibly  turn  out  to  be  Roman,  and  a 
part  of  the  Watling  Street,  is  called  Street  y  Croesmv. 

Mediolanum. — Sir  Richard  C.  Hoare  was  strongly 
impressed  that  Mediolanum  would  be  found  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  personally  visited  and  examined 
the  banks  of  the  Tanat  with  that  view.  His  visit  was 
a  fruitless  one,  though  he  found,  as  he  writes,  suspicious 
names  and  a  tradition  of  an  old  city — the  only  further 
indices  of  the  existence  of  a  Roman  town.  But  an  in- 
dication may  perhaps  now  be  supplied.  Apart  from  the 
unprecise  tradition  that  a  large  city  existed  in  the  valley, 
a  plot  of  ground  upon  the  banks  of  the  '  Iwrch'  is  par- 
ticularly denominated  as  Caer  Degfan  and  'Ar  Degfan^ 
which  would  be  a  better  spot  for  a  military  station  than 
the  more  immediate  banks  of  the  Tanat.  It  is  situated 
on  the  lands  of  Llaniwrch  farm,  the  property  of  Sir  W. 
W.  Wynn,  and  in  it  have  been  found  squared  free  stones, 
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probably  part  of  a  building.  One  of  th6  adjoining  farms 
is  called  Trewem  (the  moorland  town) ;  and  in  an  ad- 
jacent field  belonging' to  Caemawr,  places  are  shown 
where  bricks  were  made.  Whatever  may  be  said  about 
the  site  of  the  lost  Mediolanum  being  here  or  not,  no 
doubt,  we  think,  can  be  entertained  but  that  some  kind 
of  a  Roman  station  must  have  existed  upon  this  site. 
For  so  important  a  position  as  the  intersection  of  two 
or  more  military  roads  could  scarcely  be  supposed  to  be 
left  without  a  halting  place.  The  distances  between 
the  Roman  stations  of  Heriri  Mons,  Rowton,  and  Ban- 
chor,  given  in  the  Roman  itinera,  accord  in  better  pro- 
portion also  with  the  banks  of  the  Iwrch  and  Tanat  in 
this  parish,  than  with  either  Clawdd  Coch  or  Meifod. 
But  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  an  imcertainty  as  to 
the  numbers  or  measurements  of  the  Roman  mile;  then 
the  advocates  for  Clawdd  Coch  and  Meifod  are  equally 
at  sea  in  reference  to  its  possible  site. 


Glanhafon  penatmiilar  rings. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


LLANRHAIADR-YN-MOCHNANT. 


247 


Personal  Articles. — Early  British. — The  Glanhafon 
torques  or  penannular  rings,  described  in  the  Mont. 
ColL,  vol,  iii,  pp.  419,  which  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
be  able  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary,  had 
lain  for  several  years  in  a  chest  in  a  farmhouse.  The 
manner  and  place  of  their  first  discovery,  although 
already  given  by  Mr.  Barnwell,  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  repeat  here.  Some  labourers  were  removing  a  hedge 
on  the  hill-side  of  Bryndreiniog  farm  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  owner,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  in  removing  the 
soil  from  a  low  mound  within  a  few  yards,  the  pick 
brought  a  group  of  nine  bronze  rings  to  light  One 
was  broken  on  the  spot  by  an  attempt  to  open  it.  At- 
tached to  another  were  droppers  or  pendants  at  the 
ends.  I  could  secure  only  four  out  of  the  nine.  The  en- 
graving (p.  246)  shows  the  smallest  one  in  full  size ;  the 
larger  ones  measure  four  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
(one  of  which  with  a  smaller  one  is  represented  in  the 
other  engraving).  They  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Morris  C.  Jones,  who  intends  to  deposit  them  in  the 
proposed  Powys-land  Museum.  In  another  field  adjoin- 
ing, called  Maes-y-fattel,  a  spur,  and  a  sword  or  dagger- 
handle  of  gold  was  found.  The  latter  was  sold  by  the 
discoverer  for  a  few  pence.  It  afterwards  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  Jew,  who  gave  a  good  price  for  it.  Mr. 
Barnwell,  in  his  article  above  referred  to,  says  that  it 
was  difficult  to  imagine  what  part  of  a  sword  was  made 
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of  gold.  Perhaps  the  following  will  suffice  to  show  that 
golden  swords  were  used  by  the  Welsh  princes.  Cyn- 
ddelw,  in  his  Ode  to  the  Memory  of '  Ywain  ap  Madog/ 
says : 

[We  have]  lost  a  lord,  the  wise  defender  of  the  borders, 
The  golden  »word  (Eurgledd)  in  the  life  of  Mochnant, 
Mochnant^  the  truly  delectable  range  of  the  sovereign. 
The  country  of  Brochwel  Ysgithroc. — Myv,  Arch,  p.  157. 

A  bronze  celt  was  discovered  in  Brithdir  some  yeai-s 
ago.  A  well  formed  stone  hammer  was  discovered  in 
one  of  the  friths  of  Tyn  ddol,  measuring  about  six  inches 
long,  vdth  a  hole  in  the  centre.  It  was  shaped  like  a 
smith's  hammer.  A  quern  or  mill-stone,  was  found  in 
the  township  of  Glanhavon,  and  was  placed  in  the  col- 
lection of  a  late  Vicar  of  Llanwddyn,  Mr.  Richards,  who, 
we  believe,  was  a  great  collector  of  querns  and  anti- 
quities. Another  was  found  near  Maesybwch,  which  is 
now  lost.  Beads  made  of  baked  clay,  having  a  hole  in 
the  centre,  measuring  about  one  inch  and  a  quarter 
across,  and  a  quarter  inch  thick,  have  been  found  at  the 
Gam,  and  in  other  spots.  They  are  called  by  the 
coimtry  people  Meini'r  tylwyth  teg  (the  fairies  stones). 
Two  of  them  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  for 
deposit  in  the  Powys-land  Museum.  There  are  two 
large  stones  on  a  hill  in  Denbighshire,  a  little  out- 
side the  boimdary  of  this  parish,  called  Cerrig  y  mar- 
ciau,  with  the  long  narrow  markings  of  the  rubbing  as 
of  sharpening  of  spear-heads  and  arrow-heads. 

{To  he  eontlnued.) 
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MISCELLANEA  HISTORICA, 

OR,  THE  PUBLIC  OFFICERS  OF  MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

WITH  BBIEF  GENEALOGICAL  NOTES, 

By  the  Rev.  W.  V.  LLOYD,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S. 
(Continned  from  vol.  iii,  p.  332.) 


Miscellanea  Histosica,  32  Eliz. 


Summons  cut  Magn.  Session  tent  ajrud  Mountgom'i/,  28  Ifay,  32  Eliz,, 
endorsed  Morgan  Meredith,  ar.  vie. 

Same  ma^trates  to 

Pbab.  Phillips,  Edwardes  Harbert,  D.  Powell,  J.  Piyce  de  New- 
towne,  Johhs  Yanghan,  Ric.  Herbert  de  Pke,  armigeri. 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Lljssen,  armiger  (styled  of  "  Lljssen"  for  the 
first  time). 

Arthnras  Pryce,  Reg.  Williams,  Ricus  Mores,  Rieens  Tanat, 
Thomas  Pryce,  William  Penryn,Rob*tus  My  del  ton,  Gruffinus  Lloid, 
Edward  Pryce  de  Llanvilling,  Thomas  Juckes. 

The  name  of  Oliver  Lloyd  (of  Leighton)  is  omitted  (probably 
dead)  in  the  above  list  of  magistrates. 

Hugo  ap  John  ap  Hugh,  ar.  Esoaetor  Dne  Regine. 

At  the  Assizes  held  at  Tool  26  Oct. 

"  William  Williams,  armiger,"  appears  as  a  magistrate. 
Hugh  Pugh,  ar.  Escaetor. 

Among  the  Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships. 

Ric.  Harbert  de  Lyssen,  armig'  Cap.  Sen.,  Edwardi  Harbert, 
militi  Baron,  sui  de  Powys. 

Walt'us  Jones  (?),  gen..  Cap.  Sen. ;  Reginaldi  Williams,  ar., 
domni  sni  de  Nethergorther ;  Howell  Porter,  gen..  Cap.  Sen.;  Thome 
Pnrcell,  domiis  snis  de  Overgorther  et  Tiertreff ;  Edwardus  Thomes, 
gen'os.  Cap.  Sen.  ;  Edwardi  Leighton,  domii  sui  de  Balysley ;  David 
ap  Jenn  ap  DD.  Lloid  de  Gaer,  gen'os"  on  a  Jury ;  David  Lloyd 
Draper,  gen'os  forestur  de  Dolevoryn  ;  Humffrid  Lloyd  et  Reginald 
IVancis  gen'osi  Cap.  Constab.  Hun.  de  Cawres. 
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Nola  Maiorm, 

Hago  ap   John  ap  Hngh,^  ar.,  Reginald   ap    Hugh,   gen*osi, 

maior  de  Machynlleth.  Balli  de  Pola. 

Ricns  ap  Jeun  ap  Owen,  gen.,  Johes  ap  Hughe  et  Kiceas  Grif- 

maior  de  Llanydloes.  fith,genosi,  Balli  deNewtowne. 

Bad'ns  Smyth,  gen*os,  maior  de  Grnff.  Lloyd,  ar.,  et  Johes   ap 

Caersons.  Robert  Lloyd,  gen'os,  Balli  de 

Oliverus     Lloyd     Vanghan     et  Llanvilling. 

Magn,  Inquis, 

Thomas  PrycedeAberbechan,^ar.  Jevan  ap  DD.  Lloyd  de  Mough- 

Hugh  ap  John  ap  Hugh  de  May-  tre,  gen'os. 

lienlleth ,  ar.  Thomas  ap  John  de  Kerry 

Ricus  Derwas  de  Deythnr,  gen.  Thomas  ap  Roger  de  Gilffyld,gen. 

Rob'tus  Lloyd  de  Llansanfraid,  Rob*tns   ap  John  ap  Owen  de 

gen'os.  Llanvair,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  Rees  Goch  de  Bettws,  Cadwaladar  ap  Gruff,  de  Myyod, 

gen'osns  (Dolforwyn).  gen. 

David  Lloyd  M*dd  de  Llanydloes,  Johes  ap  Robert  Lloyd  de  Llan- 

gen*osus.  vechan,  gen,* 

Thomas  ap  Rees  ap   Hugh  de  Johes  ap  Owen  ap  Gruff,  de  Pen- 

Tregynon,  gon*os.  nant,  gen. 

"  Thomas  Price,  gen'os,  fil.  et  hered.  Ricei  ap  Mom's  ap  Owen 
(sheriff  in  1565,  ap  Jeuan  Blayney  of  Aberbechan),  Armig'  defunct 

^  Hugh  ap  John  ap  Hugh,  was  the  fifth  son  of  John  ap  Hugh  (Pugh )  of 
Mathavam  and  Catheriue,  daughter  of  Sir  Bichard  Herbert  of  Montgomeiy, 
knight,  by  his  wife  Anne;  and  a  brother-in-law  of  Thomas  Pryce  of  Aber- 
bechan, who  had  married  his  sister  Mollt  {Ibid.,  Vol.  I,  p.  296).  He 
appears  this  year  as  escheator  of  the  county,  and  as  mayor  of  Machynlleth. 

^  Thomas  ap  Bees  ( Fryce )  ap  Morris  ap  Owen  of  Aberbechan,  appears,  for 
the  last  time,  in  the  files  of  this  year,  in  a  public  capacity,  viz.,  as  a  magis- 
trate and  foreman  of  the  grand  jury.  The  dose  of  this,  or  the  following 
year,  was  probably  the  time  of  his  death.  Gwen,  his  sole  daughter  and  heir, 
married  Sir  Bichard  Pryse,  knight,  of  Gogerddan,  in  the  county  of  Cardigan; 
sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire  in  1603  and  1622.  As  Bichard  Fryse,  esquire,  of 
Gogerddan,  he  had  been  sheriff  in  1691,  by  virtue  of  his  wife^s  inheritance, 
Aberbechan  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  284).  Their  son.  Sir  John  Pryse  of 
Aberbechan,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Heniy  Bromley,  knight,  of 
Shrawardine,  and  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Deythur,  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bromley,  knight,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England. 

3  He  appears  tenth  on  the  grand  jury  36  Eliz.,  as  ^  Johes  ap  Bobert  Lloid 
de  Bryngwyn",  in  the  parish  of  Llanfechan.  He  married  Ermin,  daughter 
of  Bandel  Hanmer  of  Penley,  Flintshire,  sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire  in  1561, 
and  second  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  knight.  Their  great-granddaughter 
Elizabeth,  on  her  marriage,  conveyed  Bryngwyn  to  John  Kynaston  of  Plas 
Kynaston,  Bhuabon;  and  their  granddaughter  and  heiress,  Mary  Kynaston, 
conveyed  the  estate,  on  her  marriage,  to  William  Mostyn  (ap  John  ap 
William,  third  son  of  Sir  Boger  Mostyn,  knight,  of  Mostyn).  This  grand- 
son, William  Mostyn  of  Bryngwyn,  M.P.  for  Montgomeryshire,  assumed  the 
name  of  Owen  on  succeeding  to  the  Woodhouse  estate.  Mr.  Mostyn  Owen 
sat  for  the  county  in  three  parliaments.  The  expenses  incurred  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  contested  election,  said  to  have  been  jg70,000,  necessitated  the 
sale  of  Bryngwyn. 
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de  fine  de  xxli,  D'ne  Begiue  p*  relevis  sni  pro  maner.  de  Corny 
(?  Carno)  et  al's  terns  in  Com.  (Montg'y)."  The  above  appears  in 
IRoll  No.  853  Min.  Aecte.^  32  Eliz.,  without  the  date  of  the  payment 
of  the  fine  being  given. 

**  Edrns.  Price,  Ar.  de  Llanvillingo  in  Com.  Monnt'i"  (ib.) 
82  Eliz.,  30  May,  enrolment  of  a  grant  of  the  manors  and  lordships 
of  Arustley,  Keveliock,  etc.,  for  three  lives,  rent  £119:  10:  1,  to 
Hoger  Owen,  Thomas  Owen,  and  Richard  Owen,  sons  of  Thomas 
Owen,  servien.  ad  legem.     {Land  Bev,  Bolls,  vol.  5,  fo.  240). 

32  Eliz.,  20  Apr.,  grant  of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  seal  of  the 
counties  of  Denbigh  and  Montgomery  for  life,  fee  16«.  8d.  to  William 
Peurin  (sheri£f  in  1604). 

Miscellanea  Historiga,  33  Eliz. 
Summons  to  the  Cheat  Session,  endorsed  hy  Bicus  Pryce,  ar,  mc. 

Same  magistrates  to 

Edward  Herbert,  David  Powell,  William  Williams,  Ricns  Her- 
bert de  Parke,  Bicus  Herbert  de  Mont*y,  Johes  Price  de  Newtowne, 
Reginald  Williams,  Arthnms  Pryce,  Ricns  Mores,  Bicens  Tannatt, 
armigeri. 

Jenkinns  Lloyd,  armiger^  linge,^  Bob'tns  Mydleton,  Gmffi- 
(BerthUwyd).  nus  Lloyd,  armigeri. 

Lndovicus  Blaney,  armiger.*  Carolas  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leighton).* 

Edwardus  Pryce   de   Llanvil-         Thomas  Juckes,  armiger. 

^  The  first  appearanoe  of  Jenkyn  Lloyd  of  Berthllwyd  on  the  roll  of  ma- 
gistrates. He  was  the  son  of  David  Lloyd  ap  Jenkyn  of  Berthllwyd,  sheriff 
in  1574  and  1587,  by  his  wife  Lowry,  daughter  of  Owen  Gwyn  ap  Llewelyn 
of  Llanidloes.  He  himself  had  been  sheriff  in  1588,  and  appears  as  fourth 
juror  on  the  grand  jury  of  this  year.  He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Edmond  Walter  of  Ludlow,  one  of  the  Council  of  the  Marches,  hy  whom  he 
had  Sir  Edward  Lloyd,  knight,  of  Berthllwyd  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  311). 

3  The  first  appearance  of  Lewis  Blayney,  of  Gregynog,  on  the  roU  of  ma- 
gistrates. He  was  the  son  of  David  Lloyd  Blayney,  sheriff  in  1577  and  1585, 
by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lewis  Gwyn,  or  Lewis  Jones  according 
to  Burke's  Peerage,  of  Bishop^s  Castle,  descended  from  Einion  Sals.  Edward 
Blayney,  the  brother  of  Lewis  Blayney,  held  a  command  in  the  army  of 
Ireland,  and  for  distinguished  services  was,  in  1621,  created  Baron  Blayney 
of  Monaghan,  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Cadwalader 
Davis  Blayney,  twelfth  and  present  Baron  Blayney,  of  Blayney  Castle,  co. 
of  Monaghan.  Lewys  Blaney  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  John  F^ice  of 
Newtown,  sheriff  in  1566,  and  was  the  father  of  John  Blayney  of  Gregynog, 
sheriff  in  1630  and  1643  (see  Key  Chart  to  the  Tribe  of  Brochwel  Tsgithrog, 
Moni.  Col,,  vol.  ii,  p.  211). 

>  This  is  the  last  apnearance  of  Robert  Middleton  of  Middleton,  in  the 
parish  of  Chirbury,  on  tne  roll  of  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Montgomery. 
*  The  first  appearance  of  Charles  Lloyd  of  Leighton  on  the  roll  of  magis- 
trates. As  "  Carolus  Lloyd  de  Leighton,  gen.";  he  was  first  Juror  at  the 
Assizes,  81  Eliz.  He  was  the  son  of  Oliver  Lloyd  of  Leighton  (ap  Hum- 
phrey Lloyd,  sheriff  in  1541,  an  David  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  eldest  son  of  Sir 
Griffith  Yauffhan,  Knight  Ban  t.)  by  Blanche,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir 
Charles  Herbert,  Knight,  of  Troy,  Monmouthshire  (ap  Sir  William  Herbert 
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The  name  Coroners. 

Owenns  Blayney,  ar.,  escaetor,  Dne.  Regine. 

Gilbertus  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Gilbertus  Jones,  ar.,  Cap. 
Sen.;*  Reginald!  Williams,  ar.,  Sen.;  Edwardi  Leighton,  militis, 
domii  sai  de  Nethergorther.  domii  sui  de  Balselej. 

The  other  Chief  Sfewards  as  before. 
Not  maiormj  etc. 
Olivems  Herbert,  gen 'oSjMaior     Gyttyns,  gen*osi,  Balli  de  New- 
de  Machynlleth.  towne. 

HenricuB  Herbert,  gen'os,  Owenns  ap  Hugh  Lloyd  et 
Maior  de  Caersons.  Ricns  Yanghan,  gen'osi,  Balli  de 

Lodovicns  Gwyn,  gen'os,  Maior    Llanvillinge. 
de  Llanydloes.  Johes  ap  harry e  et  Thomas  ap 

Thomas    Pryce    et    Edmnnd     Oliver,  gen'osi,  Balli  de  Pola. 

Noia  Magn.  Jur. 

William  Williams,  ar.  Willim's  Graff  de  Montgom'y, 

Ricns  Mores, ar.(Rhiwsaeson).  gen. 

Edras  Pryce,  ar.  (Llanfyllin).  Hugo    Sheynton   de    Llandy- 

Jenkinas    Lloid,   ar.    (Berth-  nam,^  gen. 

Ilwyd).  DD.  ap  Res  ap  John  ap  DD. 

Ricns  ap  Hngh  ap  Jenn,  ar.  de  Llanligau,  gen. 

(Dol-y-Corslwyn).  Lodovicns  ap   Owen   ap   Ma- 

Owinns  Blayney,  ar.  (Ystym-  dock  de  Kerry,  gen. 

gwen).  Edwardus  Wyn   de    Llanwo- 

Edwardns    Lloyd    de  Berth-  thyn,  gen. 

Uoyd,  gen.^  Henricns  ap  Jenn  ap  Bedo  de 

Ricns  Lloyd  de  Aberhaves,  gen.  Llanwithelln. 

Jenn  ap  Oliv.  de  Gayer,  gen. 


of  Troy  ap  William  Earl  of  Pembroke  j  see  '*  Herbert  Key  Chart,"  Mont.  Col., 
vol.  ii,  p.  387).  Charles  Lloyd  was  sheriff  in  1601,  and  married  Anne,  third 
daughter  of  Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery,  sheriff  in  1667  and  166$,  by 
whom  ho  had  Brochwell  Lloyd,  a  mig'or  in  the  army  of  Charles  I,  and  gentle* 
man  of  the  privy  chamber  to  Charles  II  (Lewys  Dwnn,  voL  i,  p.  289 ;  see 
"Brochwell  Key  Chart."  Mont.  Col.,  vol.  ii,  p.  211  ;  Domestic  Calendar  of 
State  Papers,  Record  Office,  anno  1661). 

^  Gilbert  Jones,  chief  steward  of  the  manor  of  Nethergorther,  to  Reginald 
Williams ;  and  of  the  manor  of  Bansley,  to  Sir  Edward  Leighton,  Knight, 
was  a  barrister-at-law,  and  the  son  of  Humphrey  Jones  of  Welshpool, 
escheator  of  the  county  7  Eliz.,  by  Gaenor,  daughter  of  William  Penrhyn, 
escheator  of  the  county  and  chief  steward  to  "  Edward  Leighton  ar."  for 
Bausle^  in  the  8th  EUz.,  and  father  of  William  Penrhyn  of  Bhysnant, 
sheriff  in  1604.  Gilbert  Jones  married  Joan,  the  daughter  of  Edmund  Moore 
(Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  324,  and  Harl.  MS.,  1936). 

'  Edward  Lloyd  of  Berthllwyd  was  a  brother  of  Jenkin  Lloyd,  sheriff  in 
1588,  the  first  time  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  this  year,  and  second  son  of 
David  Lloyd  ap  Jenkin  of  Berthllwyd,  sheriff  in  1574  and  1687  (Lewys  Dwnn, 
vol.  i,  p.  317). 

>  Hugo  Sheynton  is  probably  identical  with  the ''  Hugo  Sheinton  de  Llan* 
wonocke,  gen."  on  the  second  Jury  of  In<iuiaition  at  the  Assises  30th  Elix. 
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A  peiUion  to  the  Jvdges  signed  by  all  the  Magistrates  of  the  county. 

On  a  Jury, 

**01iveni8  ap  Roger  ap  John  William  Herbert  et  Robertas 
Xiloyd  de  Leighton."^  ap  John,  DD.  ap  Res,  gen'osi, 

'*  Hugo    ap     DD.     Loyd     de         Cap.  Sen.,  hundred,  de  Pola. 
Hope." 

33  Eliz.,  28  June,  Mountgomery,  Mayse  Maure.  Tenement  and 
lands  of  Griffith  Lloyd,  ar.,  discharge  of  a  debt  due  to  the  crown 
upon  seizure  of  said  tenement,  and  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of 
money  for  the  same  {Land  Rev,  Bolls,  vol.  v,  fo.  242). 

In  roll  854,  Min,  elects.,  33  Eliz.,  mention  is  made  of  the  fol- 
lowing. Unus  ten't  in  Mountgom'y,  Edri  Harbert,  ar.  Unus  ten't 
in  Aberhaves,  Joh'es  Price,  ar.  Unus  ten*t  in  Buttington,  ThomeB 
Jucks,  ar.  Unus  ten*t  in  Abermule,  Johe's  Price,  ar.  Unus  ten't 
in  Llanbrinock,  Arthuri  Price,  ar. 

Miscellanea  Historica,  34  Eliz. 
Noia  Offic.  et  Justic,  pacts  Dne  Begne  Com,  Mountg', 

JohesPuckeringe,Miles,Dominus     Rob'tus^  Comes  Essex  Magistr' 
Gustos,  Magn.  Sigilli,  Anglic         Equors  Dei  Dne  Regiue. 
(first  time  in  this  capacity). 

*  This  Oliver  Lloyd  was  the  eldest  son  of  Boger  ap  John  Lloyd  of  Leighton. 
"  David  Lloyd  ap  Boger  (ap  John  Lloyd  of  Leighton  in  the  coantie  of  Mount- 
gomerye  ap  David  Lloyd  ap  Sir  Ghriffith  Yaughan,  Knight"),  the  "  second 
Bonne"  of  Boger,  entered  his  pedigree  at. the  Heralds'  Visitation,  1623. 
"  Bobert  Owen,  Deputie  to  the  Heralds  for  Salop  and  Stafford,"  made  the 
entry  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  that  of  his  funeral  certificate,  the  same  year, 
thus :  "  David  Lloyd  ap  Boger  of  the  towne  of  Shrewsburie  in  the  coantie  of 
Salop,  gent.,  deceased  the  xxizth  daye  of  June,  and  was  buried  the  ii  day  of 
July,  1623,  beinge  Wensday,  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Chadd  in  Shrews- 
burye  aforesaid,  his  wyffe  Catherine  (daughter  of  John  Price  of  Denbighshire) 
his  sole  executrix"  (Harl.  M8.,  1396).  "  David  Lloyd  was  Bailiff  of  Salop  in 
1575, 1586,  and  1594.  His  arms  ( "  s.  three  nags'  heads  erased,  arg.")  identify 
him  with  David  Lloyd  ap  Boger,  and  with  the  person  thus  mentioned  by 
the  chronicler  of  Shrewsbury,  7  Januaiy,  1588-9.  "It  was  the  day  of  the 
sessions,  and  there  had  like  to  have  been  great  hurt  done  through  the  blow- 
ing of  a  trumpet  by  Master  Francis  Newport's  trumpeter  over  against 
Mcuter  David  Lloyd's  house,  in  which  was  one  Master  Qwen  Yaughan  (John 
Owen  Yaughan  of  Llwydiarth,  sheriff  in  1583)  and  his  men,  a  stout  gerUill, 
between  whom  and  Master  Newport  was  an  old  grudge"  (Owen  and  Blake- 
way's  Hist  of  Shrewsbury,  vol.  i,  p.  390).  There  was  a  close  family  connec- 
tion between  '*  Master  David  Lloyd"  and  the  Yaughans.  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Boger  Lloyd  of  Bhandir,  a  near  kinsman  of  David  Lloyd,  had  married 
John  ap  HoweU  Yaughan  of  Coedtalog,  a  nephew  of  John  Owen  Yaughan 
of  Llwvdiarth  ( Harl,  MS,,  1936),  whose  sister  Elizabeth  married  David  Lloyd 
of  Moel-y-Garth,  father  of  Sir  Charles  Lloyd,  first  baronet  of  Garth  (Burke's 
JDormant  Baronetage, 

>  The  first  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  the  county  of  "  Bobert 
Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  Master  of  the  Horse  to  the  Queen"  Elizabeth.  Sir 
Bobert  Devereux,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  second  Earl  of  Essex,  third  Yiscount 
Hereford,  subsequently  Earl  Marshall  of  England,  etc.,  the  great  favourite 
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Willm.  Dns  Barghley,  etc.  Edwardns   Dns   Stafford^  (Caaa 

Henric.  Games  Pemb.,  etc.  Castle). 

Willi  nms  Ep'us  Assaphin  (Bishop 

Hughes,  1573-1600) 

R.  Shuttleworth,  miles  ;  Henricus  Townshend ;  H.  Cholmeley, 
armigeri ;  Willim  Awbrey,  legm.  Doct, ;  Elizeas  Price,  legm.  Doct. ; 
Willim  Leighton,  Gerominus  Corbett,  FF.  Phellippes,  armigeri. 

Edwardas  Harbert,  Bicas  Harbert  de  Mountgom'j,  armigeri. 

of  Qaeen  Elizabeth,  was  the  son  of  Walter  Devereux,  first  Earl  of  Essex, 
and  Letitia,  daug^hter  of  Sir  Francis  EnoUes,  K.G.  Her  sister  Anne  married 
Sir  Thomas  Leighton,  knight,  brother  of  Sir  Edward  Leighion,  oar  sheriff 
in  1692.  Bobert  Earl  of  Essex  was  bom  at  Netherwood,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford.  He  rose  by  the  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  who  married  his 
mother,  and  his  father's  widow.  In  1584,  he,  with  "  divers  knights  and  gen- 
tlemen of  worshipful  calling",  was  at  Shrewsbury  in  the  retinue  of  his  step- 
father. On  the  24th  March,  1584-5,  it  was  "agreed  that  Mr.  Bailiffs  (of 
Shrewsbury)  shall  bestowe  on  the  Earle  of  Essex,  intendinge  to  passe  through 
this  towne  as  to-morrowe,  in  wine,  cakes,  etc.,  to  the  valewe  of  twenty 
shillings."  (MS.  Chronicle.)  He  was  on  his  way  to  Wattlesborough  Castle, 
the  seat  of  his  connexion  Edward  Leighton.  He  was  beheaded  within  the 
Tower  of  London,  25th  February,  1600-1.  His  grandson  dying  an  infant, 
the  earldom  of  Essex  became  extinct;  but  the  viscounty  of  Hereford,  by 
virtue  of  the  entail  on  the  heirs  male,  was  confirmed,  in  1646,  to  the  son 
of  his  first  cousin.  Sir  Walter  Deveieux,  Bart.,  of  Castle  Bromwich,  county 
of  Warwick,  whose  line  also  failing,  in  the  person  of  Edward  Devereux, 
eighth  Viscount  Hereford  in  1700,  it  reverted  to  Price  Devereux,  the  grand- 
son of  George  Devereux  of  Yaynor,  sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire  in  1658,  son 
of  Sir  George  Devereux,  of  Sheldon  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  knight, 
by  his  wife  Blanche,  daughter  of  John  Kidge  of  Bidge,  in  the  parish  of 
Chirbury;  and  Catherine,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Great  Hem,  For- 
den.  The  line  of  Price  Devereux  of  Vaynor  also  failing,  the  viscounty  re- 
verted to  Edward,  the  grandson  of  Yaughan  Devereux,  the  second  son  of 
George  Devereux,  above,  of  Sheldon  HaU  and  Vaynor,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  which  he  obtained  by  his  marriage  with  Bridget,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Arthur  Price  of  Vaynor.  Edward,  Viscount  Hereford,  took  his 
seat  in  the  House  of  Peers  3rd  April,  1750,  and  married  Catherine^  daughter 
of  Bichard  Mytton  of  Garth,  sheriff  in  1730.  (CoUins's  Peerage,  vol.  iv, 
p.  326,  Ed.  1766.) 

^  Edward  Lord  Stafford,  wbo  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  list  of 
magistrates,  succeeded  to  the  barony  of  Cans  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
Henry  Lord  Stafford,  who,  according  to  the  Pontesbury  Register,  was 
buried  at  Worthin,  6th  May,  1563.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  attainted  and  beheaded  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  •'  Henry  Lord  Stafford  was,  however,  restored  to 
his  father's  barony,  and  to  some  of  his  estates— Cans,  Worthin,  Stafford, 
etc. ;  but  not  to  his  dukedom,  nor  to  the  ofRce  of  Constable  of  England. 
He  solaced  his  privations  by  literature  and  religion",  and  became  the  patron 
and  friend  of  Erasmus.  Edward  Lord  Stafford  married  Isabel,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Foster  of  Tong,  by  whom  he  had  issue  Edward  Lord  Stafford; 
and,  in  the  22nd.  Eliz.,  had  the  Queen's  permission  to  alienate  the  castle  of 
Cans,  he  having  previously  ^14th  Eliz.)  sold  the  manor  of  Worthin  to 
Bichard  Powell.  Such  was  tne  fiuctuation  in  the  fortunes  of  the  great 
house  of  Stafford,  Lord  of  Cans,  and  heir-ffeneral  of  Corbet,  the  Norman 
companion  of  the  Conqueror.  The  40th  Eliz.  seems  to  have  been  the  last 
year  in  which  they  may  be  said  to  have  had  any  interest  left  in  the  barony, 
when  Bichard  Stafford  sold  the  advowson  of  Worthin  to  Thomas  Owen, 
gent.  (Duke's  Ant.  of  Shropshire,  p.  126.) 
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David  Powell,'  sacrm.  Theol.  Doctor  (first  time  on  list,  30  Eliz.) 

William  Williams,  Ricus  Harbert  de  Parke,  Johes  Price  de  New- 
towne,  Re^oaldns  Williams,  Arthurus  Pryce,  Ricus  Mores,  Riceus 
Tannatte,  Jenking  Lloyd,  Lodowicus  Blaynie,  Edwardus  Price  de 
LlaDvilliuge,  Griffinus  Llojd,  Charolus  Lloyd,  Thomas  Juckes, 
armigeri. 

Ricns  ap  Hughe,*  armiger  (Mathavarn). 

William  Wbittingham,  ar.  et  Oliverus  Lloyd  Vaughan,  ar.,  Coro- 
natores  Dne  Reg.  Com.  Montg' ;  Henricus  Harbert,  ar.,  Escaetor, 
Due  Regine,  etc. 

Chief  Stewards  as  before,  with  following  exceptions, 

Harbert  Croft,  ar.,  Senescall.  Capital. ;  Dominior's  de  Kerry, 
Kedewen,  Mountgomer'y  et  alibi. 

Willim's  Leigh  ton,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Henrici  Bromley  militis  domii 
sni  de  Deythur. 

Ricus  Harbert  de  Mountgomeri,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.   Edri  Harbert, 
mil  .  .  de  Powyes. 
David  Lloyd,*  gen'os  forestar  de     Hugo   Pngh,   geno's,   maior   de 

Llanllochaime  at  aliis.  Machynlleth. 

Henricus  Harbert,*  ar.,  maior  de     Jenkin   Williams,  gen'os,  maior 

Cairsous.  de  Llanidloes. 


'  This  was  tbe  celebrated  David  Powel  the  historian.  He  was  appointed 
Beotor  of  LlanfyUin  in  1571,  Vicar  of  Meivod  in  1679,  and  in  1584  became 
Chaplain  to  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  Lord  President  of  Wales,  who  urged  him  to 
complete  Humphrey  Llwyd*8  half-finished  History  of  Wales, 

'  The  first  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Bichard  Pugh  of 
Mathavarn.  He  was  the  son  of  Bowland  Pugh  of  Mathavarn,  by  Elmnor, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Furcell  of  Dinthill,  sheriff  in  1553.  Bichard  Pugh 
married  Qaenor,  daughter  of  Bees  Thomas  of  Carnarvon,  by  whom  he  had 
Bowland  Pugh,  sheriff  in  1609  and  1626.  His  widow  married  John  ap  Owen 
ap  Howell  Goch  of  Machynlleth.  Bowland  Pugh,  the  father  of  Bichard 
Pugh,  died  about  the  22nd  Eliz.,  after  which  year  his  name  disappears  from 
the  roll  of  magistrates  of  the  county.  (Lewys  Dwnn,  voL  i,  p.  296.) 

•  David  Lloyd  of  Pool  and  Hope,  near  Leighton,  forester  for  the  county, 
was  the  fourth  son  of  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  shei-iff  in  1541;  and  the 
brother  of  Oliver  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  tbe  previous  forester  ( Harl  M8.  1982, 
Vis,  of  Salop).  David  Lloyd,  was  bailiff  of  Pool,  with  his  kinsman  Griffith 
Lloyd  of  Maesmawr,  in  the  39th  Eliz. ;  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  for  the 
county  in  the  41st  Eliz. ;  and  held  the  Forestership  until  the  3rd  James  I, 
or  to  the  year  of  his  death.  He  married  Elizabeth,  sister  of  John  Owen 
Yaufi^han  of  Llwydiarth,  sheriff  in  1583,  by  whom  he  had  Charles  Lloyd  of 
Moel-y-Garth,  in  the  parish  of  Guilsfield,  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  in  the 
23rd  Charles  I;  a  member  for  tbe  county  with  Sir  John  Price  of  Newtown, 
Bart.,  in  the  Parliament  of  1654-5 ;  with  Hugh  Price  of  Gwernygo,  in  the 
Parliament  of  1656-8;  and  member  for  the  Boroughs  (with  Edward  Vaughan 
of  Llwydiarth,  for  the  county),  in  the  Parliament  of  1658-60.  (Mont  Coll., 
vol.  ii,  p.  813.)  Charles  Lloyd  was  created  a  Baronet  10th  May,  1661,  and 
was  sheriff  in  1670.  (Burke's  Dormant  Baronetage. ) 

*  Henry  Herbert,  also  Mayor  of  Caersws  the  previous  year,  was  the  fourth 
son  of  William  Herbert  of  Parke,  sheriff  in  1547,  and  brother  of  Bichard 
Herbert  of  Parke,  sheriff  in  1684. 
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RogenuHamffrej-et  JohnSaje,  Llojd,    gen.,    Cap.    Constab. 

gen'osi,  Balli  de  Pola  Hnndred  de  Llanidloes. 

Thomas      Pryce     et     Edmond  Willim's      Herbert,^     gen.,     et 

Gjttjns,     gen'osi,     Balli     de  Rob'tns*  ap    John   David  ap 

Newtowne.  Bees,    gen..     Cap.     Constab. 

Willi'm  Vanghan'  et  Lodowicns  Hun.  de  Pola. 

ap  David  ap  lean  ap  Thomas,  Beginaldns  Ffrancis  et  Thomas 

gen'osi,  Balli  de  Llanvillinge.  Lloyd,  gen*osi,  Cap.  Constab. 

Henricos  Harbert,  ar.,  et  Edros  Hand,  de  Cawres. 

GeneralU  Sessio  pacts  tent  apud  Mountgomery.    On  a  Jury. 
Johes  Wyn  ap  John  ap  Jean  ap  Owen  de  Myvod,  gen.,  foreman. 
Johes  ap  M'dd  ap  Jean  Lloyd         David  ap  Hugh  ap  Graff  de 
de  Grarthmill,  gen.  Deythar,  gen. 

Rogeras  Lloid  de  Bhandir,^  Lodovicus  ap  John  ap  Owen 
gen.  de  Penyarth,  gen. 

Johes  ap  Bis  ap  Graff  de  Bogeros  Walters  de  Berewe, 
Garthmill,  gen.  gen. 

Bicas  ap  David  ap  Hagh  ap  Owinns  ap  Thomas  de  Hard- 
Tyder  de  Wrobton,  gen.  ley,  gen. 

Johes  Piers  de  Gyngrocke,  gen. 

On  a  Jury, 
HarofiridDS  Lloyd  de  Hem,  gen.,  foreman. 

Edwardus  Penryn  de  Llan-  Thomas  Lyngen  de  BettaB,^ 
drinio,*  gen.  gen. 

^  John  Saye  ap  Owen  Saye,  of  "  Traloagh",  in  Welshpool,  married  Bose, 
danghter  of  Robert  Lloyd  of  Welshpool  and  Nantcribba  (L.  Dmm«  vol.  i, 
p.  276).     John  Saye  was  living  in  1609  (Harl,  MS.  1241,  p.  87 ). 

>  William  Yanghan,  Bailiff  of  Llanvyllin,  was  the  sixth  son  of  Owen 
Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth,  by  his  second  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas 
ap  Bees  Wynne  (Lewys  Dwnn,  Vol.  I,  p.  291),  and  the  half  brother  of  John 
Owen  Yanghan  of  Lwydiartb,  sheriff  in  1583. 

>  Probably  William  Herbert  of  Trefeglwys,  who  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Jenkyn  Lloyd  of  Berthllwyd,  sheriff  in  1588. 

^  Robert  ap  John  ap  David  ap  Bees  ap  Evan  Bach  was  of  the  parish  of 
Llanvechain,  in  the  hundred  of  Pool  (see  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  279 ). 

^  Boger  Lloyd  of  Bhandir,  in  the  parish  of  Llandyssil,  was  the  son  of 
John  Lloyd  ap  Griffith  Lloyd  of  "  Plwye"  ap  David  Lloyd  (Bingrild  of  Tre- 
genon  82  Hen.  YIII)  ap  Cadwalader,  second  son  of  Sir  Griffith  Yaughan, 
Knight  Ban't.  (Harl,  MS,,  1982,  1987,  Bandal  Holme).  By  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth, the  daughter  of  Thomas  ap  John  Morris,  he  bad  a  daughter  and  heir 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Yaaghau  (afterwards  of  Bhandir)  ap  Howell 
Yaughan  of  Coedtalog  ( HarL  MS.,  1936)  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Bandal  Hanmer  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  321),  sheriff  in  1561. 

*  Edward  Penrhyn,  ap  Boger  ap  John  Penrhyn  of  Llandrinio  in  Deythur, 
married  his  kinswoman  Blanche,  daughter  of  William  Penrhyn,  sheriff  in 
1 694,  and  Margaret,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Evan  ap  Humphrey  of  Llan- 
drinio {HarL  MS.,  1936). 

7  Thomas  Lyngen  of  Bettws  was  a  descendant  of  the  ancient  Hereford- 
shire family  seated  at  the  castle  of  their  name  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wi^- 
more.  His  ancestor,  William  Lyngen,  married  the  heiress  of  Whitton,  in 
the  parish  of  Westbuiy.    His  son,  John  Lyngen  of  Whitton,  married  the 
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David  ap  Ho*ll  ap  David  do  David ap Edward  de Kerry,  gen. 
lilanBanfiTraidy  gen.  Edwardas  ap  leuan  Gwyn  de 

Burgedyn,  gen. 

On  a  Jury, 
Owinns  Blayney,  armiger,  (foreman). 
Edwardns  Lloyd  de  Talgarth,        David  ap  Bees  ap  Ion  ap  DD. 
gen.  de  Uanllygan. 

Johes  ap  M'dd  ap  Icnan  (or  Ricus  (?)  Lloyd  de  Penryn, 
Jenn)  Lloid,  genos.  gen. 

BogeruB  Lloyd  de  Bandyr,  Beginaldos  Ffrancis  de  Tre- 
gen.  weme. 

Noia  Inquis'cio  Magyice  {Qrand  Jury), 
Bicens  Tannait,  ar.  Beginald  ap  Edward  de  Gil- 
Hugo  Pugh  de  Macbinlleth,^  ffeld,  gen. 

gen.  Thomas  ap  Bees  ap  Hngh  de 

Edwardas    Lloyd    de    Berth-  Tregynon,  gen. 

loyd,  gen.  Jones    ap     Bob't    Lloyd    de 

Oliverus  Lloyd  de  GJyngrog,^  Bryngwyn,  gen. 

gen.  Johes  ap  Jenn    ap   M'dd   de 

Bicns    Derwas    de    Deythur,  Myvod,  gen. 

gen.  Graffinns  ap  T>D,  ap  Mores  de 

Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de  Varchoell,  gen. 

Gilffeld,  gen.  Johes  ap  Boger  de  Trevonan- 

Hnmf&us  Lloyd  de  Llanvair,  ny,  gen. 

gen.  Bicns  Lloyd  de  Deythor,  gen. 
DD.  ap  Jenn  ap  John  ap  M'dd 

de  Dythor,  gen. 

Sc^de  Jur, 
Edwardas  Price    de    Kerry,*        Hoell  ap  Bichard  de  Hurdley, 
gen.  gen. 

danghter  of  David  ap  Gri£Sth,  Lord  of  Willaston,  and  aunt  of  Eeginald 
Williams,  sheriff  in  1646.  Their  son  William  Lyngen,  esquire  of  the  body 
to  Hen.  YII,  had  two  grandsons,  Edward  Lyngen  of  Whitton,  and  Augus- 
tine Lyngen,  who  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  ap  David  ap 
Bees  ap  David  ap  Gwgan  of  Bettws  Eedewen  (Owen  and  Blakeway's  HUl, 
of  Shr ewshitry,  vol.  i,  p.  295,  n.  4,  and  Ha/rl.  MS,,  1936).  Thomas  Lyngen 
was  probably  their  son.  l^s  descendant,  Lyngen  Owen  of  Bettws  Hidl, 
married  Maiy,  third  daughter  of  Jenkin  Lloyd  of  Olochfaen,  sheriff  in  1713, 
who,  surviving  him,  married  John  Gethyn  of  Yaynor,  whose  daughter, 
Catherine,  married  John  Lloyd  of  the  Wood,  in  the  parish  of  Porden. 

^  Hugh  Pugh  was  the  fifth  son  of  John  ap  Huffh  ap  Evan  of  Mathavam 
by  his  wife  Catherine^  daughter  of  Sir  Bichard  Herbert  of  Montgomery, 
^tiight  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  296). 

*  Oliver  Lloyd  of  Gungrog  Fawr  (ap  David  Lloyd  ap  Edward  Lloyd  ap 
David  Lloyd  ap  Sir  Griffith  Yaughan,  Knight  Ban't.)  married—  1 .  A  daughter 
of  Boger  Juckes,  by  whom  he  h^  two  daughters.  Honor  and  Rose ;  2.  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Newton  of  Heightley,  and  sister  of  Francis  Newton,  sheriff 
in  1595,  by  whom  he  had  David,  John,  Oliver,  etc.  {Cedvjyn  MS.,  a.d.  1623). 

*  Edward  Price  of  Glanmeheli  in  the  parish  of  Kerry,  tlie  foreman  of  the 
VOL.  IV.  S 
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M'dd  ap  Owen  de  Reele,  gen.  Willim'a  Lloyd  de  Midleton, 

David  ap  DD.  Lloyd  de  Dole-     gen.,  and  others, 
obrn,^  gen. 

84  Bliz.,  27  Oct.  Ghrant  of  the  office  of  steward  of  the  lordships 
and  manors  of  Montgomery,  Kerry  and  Kedewen,  to  Herbert  Croft 
for  life.     Rent  £20.     Land  Bev,  Bolls,  N.  Wales,  vol.  v,  fo.  269. 

34  Eliz.,  21  Dec.  Enrolment  of  inquisition  p.  mortem  of  John 
Morris  of  London.  Lands  and  tents,  in  the  borongh  and  connty  of 
Montgomery  taken  at  Pool,  31  Oct.,  34  Eliz.,  "  coram  Edwardo 
Leighton,  militis,  vice  com.  con.  pred.  (Montgomery)  on  the  oath  of 
Richard  Griffith,  gen.,  DD.  ap  Rees,  gen.,  and  others. 

34  Eliz.,  26  April,  1692.  Bettus.  Grant  of  the  tithes,  oblations, 
etc.,  there,  to  Jeun  Lloyd,  ap  Gr.  for  99  years,  at  a  rent  of  £4. 
Land  Bev.  Bolls,  N,  W. 

Miscellanea  Histobiga,  35  Eliz. 

Summon  ad  Ma^n.  Session,  tent,  apud  Polam,  14  May,  35  Eliz. 
Endorsed  Thomas  Lewis,  ar.  vie. 

Sams  list  of  magistrates  as  the  previous  year  to 

Edwardns   Herbert,*    armiger  Ricens    Tannatt,    ar.    (Aber- 

(marked  in  the  margin  in  another  tanat) . 

hand),  mort.  est.  Jenkinns   Lloyd,    ar.    (Berth- 

Ricus  Herbert,  ar.,  de  Mont-  Uwyd). 

gomery.  Lodovicns  Blajmey,  ar. 

Ricns  Herbert,  ar.,  de  Parke.  Edms  Price,  ar.  (Llanvilling). 

Johes  Price  de  Newtowne,  ar.  Thomas  Jnckes,  ar.  (Bntting- 

Regiualdns  Williams,  ar.,  (Wil-  ton), 

laston).  Carolus  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leighton). 

Arthnms  Price,  ar.  (Vaynor).  Ricns  ap  Hngh,  ar.  (Matha- 

Ricas  Mores,  ar.  (Rhiew-sae-  vam). 

son).  Edwardns  Hughe,'  ar.  esche- 

ator. 


second  jury  of  inquisition  for  this  year,  was  the  son  of  Biohard  Price  (ap  John 
ap  Meredith  ap  Bhys  of  Newtown)  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir 
!E^chard  Herbert,  Knight,  of  Montgomery.    He  was  sheriff  in  1614. 

»  For  an  account  of  the  family  of  "  Lloyd  of  Dolobran,"  of  which  David  ap 
DD.  Llwyd  was  the  ancestor,  see  Burke's  Landed  Gentry. 

s  This  is  the  last  appearance  of  Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery  and,  at 
the  close  of  his  life,  of  L^ore.  His  had  been  a  long  career  of  useful  public 
services,  of  which  the  significant  "mort.  est"  after  nis  name  indicates  the 
doae.  However,  six  years  before  this,  a  MS.  at  Peniarth  quotes  the  date  of 
his  Inq.  post.  mort.  as  the  29  Eliz.  His  first  public  office,  that  of  Bingild, 
or  collector  of  the  King's  rents  of  Assize  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  the 
duties  and  emoluments  of  which  he  shared  with  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton, 
he  held  as  early  as  the  87  Hen.  Till,  or  forty-two  years  before  his  death. 
But  a  few  years  after,  in  1595,  his  celebrated  ^ndson,  Sir  Edward  Herbert, 
first  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbury,  entered  University  College,  Oxford,  as  a 
gentleman  commoner. 

s  Edward  ap  Itowland  ap  Richard  ap  Hugh  of  the  Dol-y-Cors-lwyn  fiunily. 
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T    ?1*^  Pughe,!  gen'os,    Maior    Thomas,  generosi,  Balli  de  New- 
cl©  Machynlleth.  towne. 

Jankinns     Williams,     gen'os,         Rogerns   Humffrey  et    Johes 
JMwor  de  LlanidloB.  Saje,  gen'osi,  BaUi  de  Pola. 

RicusPhillipps,*  gen'os,  Maior        WiUim's  Vaughan  et    Lodo- 
cie  Caersous.  vicos  DD.  ap  Jeun  ap  I'homas, 

Ricus    Priced     et    Edwardus    gen'osi,  Balli  de  Llanvillinge. 
Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships, 

Henricns  Townshond,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Owen,  ar.,  servient. 
ad  legem  Domii  sni  de  Arnstley  et  K. 

Willim's  Leighton,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Bromley,  ar.  (?  mil.), 
Domii  sni  de  Deythnr. 

Herbertus  Croft,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Dne.  Regne  Domorm  de  Kerie, 
ICedewen,  halcetor,  et  Mountgomery. 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Walcote,*  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Ed.  Herbert,  milit., 
Baronii  sni  de  Powys. 

Gilbert  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Reginaldi  Williams,  Domii  sni  de 
Nethergorther. 

Howellns  Porter,^  gen'os.  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Pnrcell,  domii  sni 
Overgorther  et  Teirtreff. 

Gilbertns  Jones,  ar..  Cap.  Sen.  Ed.  Leighton,*  milit.,  Domii 
sni  de  Bansley. 

the  escheator  of  the  county  for  this  year,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  (Griffith 
Kyffin,  of  Cae  Coch  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  296),  by  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Howell  Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth  {Harl,  MS.,  1936). 

'  Hugh  Pugh,  his  kinsman,  was  the  fifth  son  of  John  ap  Hugh  of  Matha- 
vam. 

'  Probably  identical  with  the  "  Bicus  Philip  gen'os  maior  de  Caersous" 
in  the  10  Elizabeth,  and  the  son  of  Philip  ap  Maurice  of  Caersous  by  Mary, 
daughter  of  "Bichard  Herbert,  Esq."  (L.  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  803). 

*  Kichard  Price,  bailiff  of  Newtown,  was  the  third  son  of  John  Price  of 
Newtown,  sheriff  in  1666,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Bees  ap  Maurice  ap 
Owen  of  Aberbechan,  sheriff  in  1566  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  315). 

*  Bichard  Herbert  of  Walcote,  on  other  occasions  styled  of  "Montgomery" 
and  "  Lyssen,"  was  the  eldest  son  of  Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery,  and 
the  father  of  Edward,  first  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbury.  This  is  the  last  year 
in  which  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  Knight,  of  Powys  Castle,  appears  as  Lord  of 
Powys.  He  died,  in  all  probability,  at  the  close  of  the  next  year,  36  EUz., 
1594. 

•^  Howell  Porter  of  Tirymynech,  chief  steward  of  the  manor  of  Overgorther, 
before  noticed,  was  a  kinsman  of  Hugh  Porter  of  Uppington,  third  on  the 
grand  jury  89  Eliz.,  who  had  the  singular  distinction  of  being  the  land- 
lord of  "  old  Parr"  of  Winnington.  They  were  a  family  of  ancient  standing 
on  the  eastern  border  of  the  county  (see  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  297). 

^  This  is  the  last  mention  made  of  Sir  Edward  Leighton,  Knight,  of 
Wattlesborough,  in  the  sheriffs'  files.  Under  the  lOth  of  September  of  this 
year,  the  MS.  Chronicle  of  Shrewsbuxy  gives  us  the  following :  '*  The  worthy 
knight  Sir  Edward  Leighton,  and  beinge  one  of  the  Counsel!  in  the  Marches 
of  Wales,  departed  this  present  life ;  beringe  great  countenance  and  fame 
aU  Shropshire  over ;  whose  buriall  was  not  solempnised  untill  a  month  after ; 
whose  death  was  sore  missed  and  lamented  of  many"  (Blakeway's  HUt.  of 
Shrew9hury,  vol.  i,  p.  381 ).  He  had  been  sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire  the 
previous  year,  34  EUz. 
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Winim*B  Peniyn,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Bogero  Kynaatou,  Domii  sni 
deDynas. 

Naia  Magn,  Inqw's. 

Arthur  Piyoe,^  ar.  (of  Vaynor).  M'dd  ap  Owen  de  Myvod,  gen. 

Ghvffinos  ap  Owen  de  Majne,  Moricios  ap  John  Bichard  de 

gen.  BettuR,  gen. 

Dayid  ap  Bees  ap  John  ap  Cadd'sap  Graff  de  Myvod,  gen. 

David  de  TJ^nKgpMi^  gen.  Johes  ap  Jenn  ap  Jenn  Lloyd 

Edwardos  Herhert  de  Kernes,'  de  Llangynewe,  gen. 

gen.  Bob'tns  ap  Jean  ap  Owen  de 

Thomas  ap  Oliver  de   Coyd-  Llanvayre,  gen. 

thloge,  gen.  Johes  ap  Bees,  ap  Edward  de 

Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de  Tregynon,  gen. 

Oilffeld,  gen.  David  ap  Jean  ap  John  ap 

Bicns  Griffith  de  Llandissilio,  M'dd,  gen. 
gen. 

Howellns  ap  Bichard  de  Hyrd- 
ley,  gen. 

Nomia  Secde  Inquisicionis, 

Lodowicns   Blayney  de    Tre-  Bichardas  ap  Evan  ap  Owen 


gynon,  ar.  (Gregynog). 

Owinos  Blayney  de  Ysiym- 
gweme,  ar. 

MoriciaB  Owen  de  Arrwstrad, 
gener. 

Edwardos  Lloyd  de  Talgarth, 


David  Lloyd  M'dd  de  Llan- 
gerigi,  gen.  (Llangurig). 

Edwardas  Lloyd  de  Berth- 
Uoyd,'  gener. 

Edwardos  Morys  de  Dole- 
bachoge,  gener.* 

WiUim's  Price  de  Bettos,  gen. 


de  llanidlos,^  gener. 

Bobertos  Powell  de  Mooghtre, 
gener. 

Edwardas  ap  David  de  Tre- 
weme,  gener. 

Thomas  Morys  de  Llandinam,^ 
gener. 

Homfros  Lloyd  de  Llanvair, 
gener. 

Thomas  ap  Morys  ap  Johes  de 
Pennant,  gen. 

Beiginaldos  ffrancis  de  Tre- 
weme,  gen. 

Ednyved  Groffithe  de  Kemos, 
gener.  (Glyntwywyn). 


I  Axthor  Pryce  of  Vaynor  was  the  son  of  Matthew  Price  of  Newtown, 
sheriff  in  1548,  and  the  younger  brother  of  John  Price  of  Newtown,  shoiff 
in  1566.    He  himself  was  shenff  in  1578. 

*  Edward  Herbert  of  Cemmes  was  the  son  of  John  Herbert  of  Cemmes, 
son  of  Sir  Bichard  Herbert,  Knight,  of  Montgomeiy,  by  his  wife  Anne. 
Edward  Herbert  married  Mabel,  the  third  daughter  of  Bichard  Pagh  (a 
Hugh  ap  Evan)  of  Dolyoorslwyn  in  the  parish  of  Cemmes,  third  son  of  ~ 
ap  Evan  ap  David  Lloyd  of  Mathavam  (Lewys  Dwnn,  voL  i,  p.  272). 

3  See  "  Miscellanea  Historica,"  33  Eliz. 

*  Edward  ap  Manrice  ap  John  ap  Evan  Gwyn,  of  Dole  fiachc^  in  the 
township  of  Glynhavren,  married  Catherine,  fourth  daughter  of  John  Pagh 
(ap  Hugh  ap  Evan)  of  Mathavam  (Lewys  Dwnn,  voL  i,  pp.  296,  302). 

*  He  was  mayor  of  Llanidloes  3l8t  Eliz. 

«  Thomas  Maurice  (ap  Maurice  ap  David  ap  Evan)  of  Llandinam  married 
Audry,  daughter  of  Boger  Lloyd  of  Talgarth  in  the  parish  of  Trefeglwys, 
and  sister  of  Edward  Lloyd  of  Talgarth,  fourth  on  this  jury  (Lewys  Dwnn, 
vol.  i,  p.  808). 
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On  a  Jury, 

Hngo  ap  Owen  de  Aston,  gen.        Rob'tus  Lloyd   de  Trewellan, 

Jolie8  Owen  de  Machynlleth,^     gen. 
gener.  Thomas  Lloyd  de  Sylvan,  gen. 

"  GriflSn  Lloyde  Ar.  (Maesmawr),  Coll.  An.  Regno  xxxv**  Eliz.  in 
toto  Com.  p'd"  (Montgomery).  Lomd  Rev,  EolU  of  Minister's  Ac- 
counts,  43-44  Eliz.,  No.  861. 

24  Eliz.,  9  Feb.  Enrolment  of  Orant  of  Nethergorther  lordship, 
lands,  tenements,  meadows,  pastures,  and  woods  there,  to  Mere- 
dith ap  Cadwalader  ap  Owen,  and  Gwenhoyver,  his  wife,  for  ever. 
Also  of  Wrobbeton  vill,  lands,  etc.,  there.  Land  Bev,  RoUs,  N.  W., 
fo.  74. 

35  Eliz.,  8  June.  Montgomery.  Wrobton  vill  in  Overgorther 
lordship,  containing  4  gavells  and  a  i  of  land  there,  at  a  rent  of 
£1:15:8. 

A  gavell  of  land  there  called  Dnppas  land,  at  a  rent  of  6s, 

Crigion  vill  in  Nether  Gorther  lordship,  a  gavell  of  land  there,  at 
a  rent  of  10«.  7id. 

The  above  granted  to  Robert  Lloid  in  tail  male.     Ibid,^  fo.  73. 

Miscellanea  Histobica,  36  Eliz. 

Magna  Session  tent  apud  Polam,  24  June,  36  Eliz,,  summons  thereto 

endorsed,  "  Beginaldus  Williams,  Ar,  Vic,'* 

Noia  offic,  et  Justic  Pads,  Dme,  Reg,  Com,  Mont., 

Johes  Puckeringe,  miles,  etc.;  Willim's,  Dom.  Burghley,  etc.; 
HenricQs,  Comes  Pembroke,  etc. ;  Rob'tas,  Comes  Essex,  etc. ;  W. 
Epns,  Asaph. 

Edwardns,  Dns.  Stafford  (Cans  Castle). 

Ricns  Shuttleworth,  miles,  et  Henricus  Towneshend,  ar.,  Jnstic. 
Dne.  Regno  ad  assisas  in  com.  p'd. 

Hugo  Chomley,  miles ;  W.  Aubrey,  ar.;  Elizens  Price,  leg.  doc; 
Willim  Leigh  ton,  ar. 

''  Ed.  Leighton,  miles,"  omitted  from  the  list. 

Jer.  Corl^tt,  FFab.  Philh'ppes,  Ricus  Harbart  de  Mountgom*y, 
armigeri ;  Johes  Hanmer,^  armiger. 

Ricus  Price,  D.  Powell,  WilBm's  Williams,  Ricus  Herbert  de 
Parke,  Johes  Price  de  Newtowne,  Ar.  Pryce,  armigeri. 

Matheus  Herbert,'  armiger  (Dolguog). 

^  John  Owen  (ap  Owen  ap  Howell  Goch)  of  Machynlleth  was  the  Bon  of 
Owen  ap  Howell  Gooh  of  MachynUeth,  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Price  (ap  Bees  ap  David  Lloyd)  of  Newtown.  He  married  first  Mahallt, 
daughter  of  Richard  Push  (ap  Hugh  ap  Evan  of  Mathavam^  of  Dolyoors- 
Iwyn,  by  whom  he  had  Richard  Owen,  Rowland  Owen,  (?)  sheriff  in  161 1,  and 
two  daughters.  By  a  second  marriage  he  also  had  issue  (see  Lewys  Dwnn, 
vol.  i,  p.  272). 

*  First  time  on  the  list  of  magistrates. 

8  The  first  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Matthew  Herbert  of 
Dolguog,  the  second  son  of  Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery,  sheriff  in  1657 
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Eiicns  Morys,  Riceus  Tannatt,  Jenkinns  Lloyd,  Lodowicus  Blay- 
ney,  Edwardas  Price  de  Llanviliinge,  Graffinns  Lloyd,  Thomas 
Juckes,  Carolas  Lloyd,  Willim's  Penryn,  armigeri. 

Willi'ms  Whittington  et  OH-         Olivema    Lloyd    vanghan    et 
verus  Lloyd  Vaughan,  generosi,     Jobnes  Davies,  gen'osi,  balli  do 
Coronator,  Dne.   Regine,   Com.     Pola. 
p'd.  Edwardus  Price  et  Johes  ap 

Carolas  Price,  ar.,  Escheator.       Hughe  ap  Morys,  gen'osi,  balli 

Johes  Owen,  gen'os,  Maior  de     de  Newtowne. 
Macbinlleth.  Cadd'r  Vaughan  et  Ricas  ap 

Johes  David  ap  Owen,  gen'os,  Hagbe  ap  Harry,  gen'osi,  Balli 
Maior  de  Llanidlos.  de  Llanvillinge. 

Philippns   ap  Moris,^   gen'os, 
Maior  de  Caersous. 

Chief  Steioards  of  Lordships^  etc.,  as  before^  except 

Willim's  Leighton,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Bromley,  miles ;  Gil- 
bert Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Leighton,^  ar.,  Domii  sai  de 
Bansley. 

David  Lloyd  Draper,  gen.  forester,  Dne.  Regine. 

Jur,  Magna  Inquis, 

Riceus  Tannatt,  ar.  (Aber-  Lodovicos  Blayney,  ar.  (Grc- 
tanat).  gynog). 

Richardos  Mores,*  ar.  (Rhiw-  Johes  Owen  de  Machynlleth, 
saesen).  gen. 


and  1668,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Matthew  Price  of  Newtown,  sheriff  in 
1548.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Charles  Fox  of  Bromfield  and  sister  of 
Sir  Edward  Fox,  sheriff  in  1617,  by  whom  he  had  Francis  Herbert  of  Dolgnog, 
ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of  Fowls. 

1  Fhilip  Maurice  (ap  Maurice  ap  Howell  ap  Maurice)  of  Caersws  and  Maes- 
mawr  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Herbert  (Ijewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p. 
803). 

*  Thomas  Leighton  was  the  son  of  Sir  Edward  Leighton,  Knight,  who  had 
died  the  previous  year.  He  was  captain  of  the  trained  bands  in  1591,  and 
seems  to  have  been  in  high  favour  with  the  bailiff  and  townspeople  of 
Shrewsbury.  The  following^  quaint  but  feeling  notice  of  his  death  and  funeral 
are  ^ven  in  the  MS.  Chronicle  of  Shrewsbury :  "  1600,  May  1 7,  being  Trinity 
Sunday  eve,  one  Master  Thomas  Leighton,  esquire,  of  Watelsborowe,  being 
capten  of  all  the  traynyd  men  in  Shropshire,  and  a  woorthy  stowt  gentelT 
and  well  beloved  of  the  whole  shire,  who  was  woont  to  trayne  them  in  the 
towne  of  Salop,  departed  this  lyffe  about  9  of  the  clocke  in  the  forenoone. 
Whose  sowle  God  take  to  his  mercy.  Amen."  His  funeral  is  thus  described : 
"  June  24,  the  good  Esquire  Leighton  his  funerall  was  solempinised  there, 
with  the  nnml^  of  all  the  traynid  sowldiors  of  Salop  in  battel  raye :  and 
most  valiantly  shott  of  their  peces  at  the  burial :  and  retumin^e  thence  in 
mouminge  araye  departed  accordinge  to  the  usuall  order  of  their  champion 
and  capten,  as  ( if )  he  was  over  them,  most  pitifully  to  behold"  {Hist,  of 
Shrewsbury,  vol.  i,  p.  394,  n.  1). 

3  Richard  Morris  of  Rhiwsaeson,  sheriff  in  1579,  was  the  father  of  Morris 
Owen  of  Rhiwsacson,  sheriff  in  1612,  and  grandfather  of  Ethelyston  Owen 
of  Rhiwsaeson  (Lowys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  298). 
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Thomas  ap  Jobes  ap  Mores  de 
Hendrehene,  gen. 

Bogems  Lloyd  de  Bhandir, 
gen. 

Bicns  Derwas  de  Penrhjn 
Vechan,  gen. 

Evanns  ap  Hnmfrej  de  Llan- 
drinio,  gen. 

WiUim's  Lloyd  de  Glynne, 
gen. 

Thomas  ap  Bees  ap  Hugh  de 
Treginon,  gen. 


Meredithns  ap  Owen  de  Keele, 
gen. 

Howellus  ap  Cadd'r  ap  Hngh 
de  Mellington,  g^n. 

Evanas  DD.  ap  Owen  de  Llan* 
withelan,  gen. 

Jobes  Williams  de  Deithnr, 
gen. 

Thomas  ap  Meredith  de  Pen- 
nant, gen. 

Bicas  ap  Jean  ap  Owen  de 
Penirallt,  gen. 


Thomas  Winne  de  Gkuthe,^  geii->  on  the  list  of,  but  not  marked 
off  for,  the  Grand  Jary. 

Noia  Scde  Jur. 


Thomas  Juckes  de  Battington, 
ar. 

Jobes  Williams  de  Llanvair, 
gen. 

Bicns  Griffiths  de  Llandisillio, 
gen. 

Howellns  ap  Bicbard  de  Hard- 
ley,  gen. 

David  ap  Bees  ap  John  ap 
David  de  Llanllugan,  gen. 

Willim's  Price  de  Bettas,  gen. 


Hugo  ap  Hamfiney  de  Haolcb- 
ton,  gen. 

Beginaldas  Ffrancis  de  Tre- 
weme,  gen. 

Moricius  ap  John  Bes  de  Bet- 
tas, gen. 

Owinas  Blayney,  gen.  (Ys- 
tymgwen). 

David  ap  Owen  ap  Hoell  Goz 
de  Llanwitbelan,^  gen. 

Edwardas  Hanmer  de  Llan- 
gadvan,^  gen. 


1  Thomas  Wynn  of  Ghirth,  in  the  parish  of  Gaikfield  (ap  Huxnphrey  ap 
John  Wynn  ap  QrifBth  ap  Beginald,  third  son  of  Sir  Griffith  Yaiiffhan, 
Knight  Ban't.  of  Garth),  was  the  son  of  Hamphrey  Wynn  by  his  seoona  wife 
Joyce,  daughter  of  Hamphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  sheriff  in  1541.  Thomas 
Wynn  married  Bridget,  daaghter  of  Jeftrej  Dudley,  brother  of  Lord  Dadley 
(Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  328),  by  whom  he  had  John  Wymi,  baptized  at 
Gailsfield  20  May,  1585  ( Gnilsfield  Begister),  and  Edward  Wynn  of  Gtarth, 
bnried  at  Gnilsfield  28  Jan.  1627.  Three  descents  from  this  Edward  Wynn 
was  Brochwel  Wynn  of  Garth,  who,  by  his  wife  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John 
Powell  of  Worthyn,  had  issue  an  oiJy  daughter  Dorothy,  married  to  Biohard 
Hytton  of  Pont-is-Cowryd,  a  branch  of  the  Myttons  of  Halston  (see  Brochwel 
Tsgithro^  Key  Chart,  Mont.  Coll.,  vol.  ii,  p.  211). 

'  David  ap  Owen,  of  the  parish  of  LlanwyddeUm  (ap  Howell  GK)agh  ap 
Evan  ap  Madoc  y  Twpa  of  Plas  y  Twpa  in  Bettws),  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Evan  ap  Thomas  ap  Griffith  ap  Evan  ap  Evan  ap  Madook  Uoyd, 
of  ijrth  acre  in  the  parish  of  Llanfihangel.  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  808,  g^ves 
many  narticnlars  ot  the  family  alliances  and  descents. 

'  Edward  Hanraer  of  Llanffkdvan  was  probably  the  second  son  of  Bandle 
Hanmer,  sheriff  in  1561,  by  his  first  wife  Nest,  daughter  of  Ellis  ap  Tudor 
of  Hope.  Maria,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hanmer  (the  eldest  son  of  the  sheriff 
by  his  second  wife  Lucy,  daughter  of  John  Wynn,  of  Broughton,  ap  Begrinald 
ap  Sir  Griffith  Yaughan,  Knight  Ban't.),  was  baptized  at  Gnilsfield  15  Sep. 
1594  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  ii,  p.  312,  n.  7).  Edward  Hanmer's  half-sister 
Elizabeth  married  Howell  Yaughan  of  Coedtalog,  son  of  Owen  Yaughan  of 
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Johes  ap  DD.  ap  Owen  de  Bicub  ap  Richard  de  Bnrge- 
Llanidlos,  gen.  dinge,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  Reee  David  ap  Bicns  Lloyd  de  Penryn,  gen., 
Ithell  de  Ystimcoloin,!  gen.  on  a  Jury. 

Mcmy  deposiHona  taken  before^  and  signed  hy^ 
Thomas  Jnckes  and  Charles  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  J.P's. 

To  the  Bigkte  Worshipfull  the  Queenes  Matters  Justices  of  Asize  of 
the  Countie  of  Mountgomomery? 

It  Pleaseth  your  Wor*  to  understand,  That  the  persons  under- 
named beinge  above  the  age  of  sixteen  yeares  have  ben  p'sented  by 
the  Minister  and  Wardens  of  theire  severall  p'ishes  where  they 
dwell  and  whose  names  are  underwritten,  upon  their  othes,  for  not 
coming  and  resortinge  to  theire  p'ish  churches  at  the  time  of  comon 
praire  and  devine  service  for  the  space  and  terme  sett  downe 
upon  theire  severall  names.  Which  their  obstanacie  and  disobe- 
dience in  that  behalf  I  certify  your  Wo's  by  these  p'sentes  to  thende 
they  may  be  at  theis  Greate  ^essiones  therefore  presented  and  in- 
dicted according  to  the  (Statute  P)  in  that  behalfe  provided. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  to  these  p*sentes  putte  my  seale  and 
subscribed  my  name  the  xviij  daie  of  June  in  the  yeare  of  the 
raigne  of  our  Sov'aigne  Ladie  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
Englande,  ffrance,  and  Irelande,  Queene  defender  of  the  iaythei 
etc.  The  xxxvj,  1594. 

T^ochia  de  Pola, 
Dame  Marie  Herberte,  wief  io  S'r  Edward  Herberte,^  Knight. 
William  Herberte,*      )      Sonnes  of  the  said  S'r  Edward  Hor- 
Gcorge  Herberte,        /  berte,  Knighte. 

Llwydiarth ;  and  his  sister  Erinin  married  John  ap  Bobert  Lloyd  of  Bryn- 
gwyn.    (Cedwyn  MS.) 

1  Dorothy,  dauffhter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  ap  Bees  of  Ystymoolwyn, 
married  Lumley  Williams,  son  of  Henry  Williams  of  Cochwillan,  co.  Car- 
narvon (Burke's  Baronetage,  '<  Williams-Bulkeley/'  and  Harl.  MS,,  1936). 
His  father,  "  Bees  ap  DD.  ap  Ithell,"  was  ninth  on  the  grand  jury  at  the 
Assizes  held  at  Pool,  24th  June,  3  Eliz. 

s  A  presentment  for  "  recosancy,"  or  profession  of  the  Boman  Catholic 
faith. 

s  This  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  knight,  was  the  purchaser  of  Powys  Castle, 
and  the  second  son  of  William  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke  (second  creation). 
His  elder  brother,  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke,  was  at  this  time  Lord  President 
of  the  Marches  of  Wales,  and  saryired  his  brother  of  Powys  Castle,  who  must 
have  died  at  the  close  of  this  or  the  next  year,  as  his  kinsman,  Bichard 
Herbert  of  Montgomery,  is  in  the  38th  Eliz.  styled  *'  steward  to  Dame  Maiy 
Herbert  for  her  Barony  of  Powys,"  and  in  the  39th  Eliz.  she  is  distinctly 
styled  "widow."  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke,  his  brother,  died  at  his  seat  at 
Wilton,  19th  Jan.  1601,  43  Eliz.  Dame  Mary  Herbert  was  the  daughter 
and  sole  heiress  of  Thomas  Stanley  ap  John  Stanley. 

*  William  Herbert,  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edwaxd  Herbert,  knight,  and 
Dame  Mary  Herbert,  was  knighted,  and  on  the  2nd  April,  1629,  was  created 
Baron  Powis.  He  died  in  1655  and  was  buried  at  Hendon  in  Middlesex. 
By  his  wife  Elinor,  third  daughter  of  Honry  Percy,  eighth  Earl  of  Northum- 
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A«««  xtI^v.^^^  ^^a       \      Son  and  daughters  of  the  said  S*r 

Jo/^teSS"'      /         Edward  He?berte,Knighte. 

Janette  nz  Hugh,  widowe. 

Margarett  Herberte,  the  donghter  of  Richard  Herberte  of  the 
Parke,  Esqnier. 

Thomas  Herberte,  gent.,  and  Dorothie,  his  wife. 

Joyce  Wilforde,  spinster.  Thomas  Uoid,  gent. 

Presented  by  Hagh  Davies,  clerke,  *  *  Poole,  and  Willi'm 
Morice,  Oliver  Morgan,  and  David  ap  Joh'm  Sadler,'  Wardens  of 
the  p'ishe  chnrche  of  Poole,  upon  theire  othes,  to  have  ben  absent 
from  the  foresaide  chnrche  upon  the  Sondaies  and  Holidaies  at  the 
tyme  of  Divine  Service  for  the  space  of  this  twelve  monethes  last 
paste. 

Po'chia  de  OUdeffiM. 

Thomas  Lloid  ap  Edward  de  Arthur  Crowther  of  Tiryme- 
Gaervawr,*  gent.  nych,*  gent. 


berland  (who  died  in  1651),  William  Lord  Fowls  had  Sir  Percy  Herbert  and 
the  Lady  Catherine  Palmer.  Sir  Feroy  Herbert  was  created  a  baronet  during 
his  father's  lifetime,  upon  whose  death,  in  1655,  he  succeeded  to  the  barony 
of  Fowys.  By  his  wife  Eliza,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Craven,  knight,  he 
had  William  Herbert,  Lord  Fowis  in  1666;  created  Earl  of  Fowls  in  1674, 
Viscount  Montgomeiy  and  Marquis  of  Fowis  in  1687,  and  subsequently  Duke 
of  Fowis.  He  was  outlawed  in  1689,  and  died  in  1696;  suffering  for  his 
loyalty  to  his  lawful  sovereign,  as  his  grandfather  had  for  conscientiously 
adhering  to  the  old  faith.  His  first  cousin,  the  Earl  of  Castlemaine,  the 
son  of  the  Lady  Catherine  Herbert  and  Sir  James  Falmer  of  Domey,  was 
sent  bv  James  II  as  ambassador  to  the  Fope,  and  on  his  return  was  made 
oue  of  his  Frivy  Council.  Lady  Catherine  Falmer  lived  in  Wales  while  the 
civil  war  was  raging.  Afterwards  she  retired  to,  and  died  at,  Windsor  in 
1666,  in  her  sixty-sixth  year,  and  was  buried  near  her  father  at  Hendon 
{Miscellanea  Oenealogiea  et  Heraldica,  vol.  i,  p.  106). 

^  He  was  steward  of  Fowys  to  his  eldest  brother  Sir  William  Herbert, 
knight,  and  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  in  the  7th  James  I. 

'  David  ap  John  Sadler,  of  Welshpool,  was  of  ancient  descent  (ap  David 
Sadler  ap  Griffleth  ap  Evan  ap  Griffith  ap  Bhys  Yougam,  seventh  in  descent 
from  Aleth,  King  of  Dyved).  He  was  the  second  son  of  John  Sadler  by  his 
wife  Jane,  daughter  of  Lewis  ap  Cadwalader  ap  David  of  Cloddie  Codiion 
(Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  275,  note  6). 

'  Thomas  IJoyd  ap  Edward  of  Gaervawr  must  have  had  strong  religious 
convictions  antagonistic  to  the  form  of  prayer  as  by  law  established.  He 
had  been  presented  for  Ids  recusancy,  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  at  the 
Assizes  29  Elizabeth,  but  the  public  prosecutions  of  seven  years  had  fiuled 
to  shake  his  tenacity.  His  brother  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Burgedin  had  sold 
to  Thomas  Tanat,  sheriff  in  1570,  half  of  the  manor  of  Broniarth,  an  inherit- 
ance derived  from  their  ancestor,  the  captor  of  Lord  Cobham  the  Lollard. 
That  circumstance  and  association  of  ideas  may  have  greatly  contributed  to 
perpetuate  a  traditionary  family  attachment  to  the  tenets  and  policy  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

*  The  Crowthers  were  a  family  established  for  several  generations  at 
Tirvmynech  in  the  parish  of  Gnilsfield.  Although  extinct,  their  name  is 
still  associated  with  the  locality  called  "  Crowther's  Camp*'  and  "  Crowther's 
Coppice,"  and  more  particularly  with  the  township  of  Tirymynech,  where 
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P*sented  by  Mr.  Henrie  Jones  Gierke,  caratte  of  Gildeffilde, 
and  Bicharde  ap  Bicharde  and  John  Hawkins,  wardens  of  the 
p'ishe  chnrch  of  GDdeffide,  npon  theire  othes,  to  have  ben  absent 
from  the  fore  said  chnrch  npon  the  Sondaies  and  Holidaies  at  the 
tjme  of  devine  service,  for  the  space  of  theis  twelve  monethes  last 
paste.  Yo'r  Wor.  to  comand, 

W.  ASAPHEN.^ 

Magna  Sessionis  ten't  apud  Polam,  21  Od.j  86  Eliz. 
Noia  Mag,  Inquis, 

Ricns  Harbert  de  Parke,  ar.  Thomas  Mores  de  Llandynam,^ 

Bogems  Kynaston,*  ar.  gen. 

Howellns  ap  Richard  de  Hard-  Evanns  ap  Ll'n  ap  M'dd  de 

ley,  gen.  Bhidhisking. 

Willi' ms  Lloyd  de  Glyn,  gen.  Thomas  Griffith  de  Llanidlos, 

Beginaldns  Ffrancis   de   Tre-  gen. 

weme,  gen.  Johes    ap    Bobert    Uoid    de 

Oliverus   Lloid  de  GJyngrog,*  Bryngwyn.* 

gen.  Thomas  ap  mores  ap  Ion  doe 

Bicns  Derwas  de  Deythnr,  gen.  de  Pennant. 

their  old  residenoe  still  bears  the  name  of  "  Crowther's  Hall."  Elizabeth 
the  eldest  daughter  of  this  Arthur  Crowther,  the  recusant,  was  the  first  wife 
of  Charles  Lloyd  of  Great  Hem  in  the  parish  of  Forden,  son  of  "  Humphrey 
Lloyd  de  Hem,"  foreman  of  the  grand  juzy  at  the  general  session  thu 
year  (Lewys  Dwzm,  vol.  i,  p.  289,  note  7). 

>  "  W.  Asaphen."  the  presenter,  was  William  Morgan,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph, 
of  the  trihe  of  Nefydd  Hardd.  He  was  the  author  of  a  long  and  somewhat 
angry  oorrespondence  with  Sir  John  Wynn  of  Gwvdir,  respecting  the  confir- 
mation of  a  lease  of  the  Rectory  of  Llanrwst  (Appendix  to  Torke's  Royal 
Tribes),  He  was  a  celebrated  Welsh  scholar,  and  translated  the  Bihle  into 
Welsh.  He  was  Vicar  of  Welshpool,  and  afterwards  of  Llanrhaidr-yn-Mocfa- 
nant;  consecrated  Bishop  of  Llandaff  in  1595;  translated  to  St.  Asaph  in 
1601,  where  he  died  on  the  10th  September,  1604  (Yorke's  Boyai  Tribet,  p.  101). 

'  Boger  Eynaston,  second  on  the  grand  jury  for  this  year,  succeeded  to  the 
Montgomexyshire  estates,  Plas-y-Dinas,  etc.,  of  the  famUy  on  the  death  (1 592) 
of  his  father,  Edward  Eynaston  of  Hordley,  a  maffistrate  for  Montgomery- 
shire 82,  83  Hen.  YIII.  The  following  notice  of  this  Boger  Kynaston  of 
Hordley  occurs  in  the  MS.  Chronicle  of  Shrewsbury,  where  Sang  James  was 
proclaimed  on  the  27th  March,  1608-4,  ''by  the  baiUffs  and  aldermen  in  their 
scarlet  gowns,  with  the  worshipful  and  the  rest  of  the  commons,  with  sounds 
of  troompets  and  droomes,  worthyly,  and  joyfully  in  castings  up  their  handes, 
and  shakings  of  hatts  and  capps,  in  sainge  GK)d  save  King  James,  Amen ; " 
and  the  day  following  **the  aheriffe,  whose  name  w(u  JtuHce  Kinasion,  with  the 
justices  and  gentyll  of  the  shire  (Shropshire)  came  to  Shrewsbury  with  their 
greats  horses,  and  proclamyd  there  with  sounds  of  troompet  in  like  solemne 
manner." 

3  Oliver  Uoyd  of  Gungrog  Fawr  in  the  parish  of  Pool,  sixth  on  the  grand 
jury,  was  fourth  in  descent  from  Sir  Grifiith  Yanghan,  knight  Bann't.  of 
Garth.  His  grandfather,  Edward  Lloyd  of  Gungrog,  was  the  brother  of 
Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  our  first  sheriff,  ^r  particulars  of  his  mar- 
riages and  issue,  see  note  2,  p.  257  eupra. 

«  See  note  85  Eliz. 

«  See  note  82  Eliz. 
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Edwardus  Hanmer  de  Kyffen,  Maaricins  ap  John  Richard  de 
gen.  Bettns,  g. 

Thomas  ap  Bees  ap  Haghe  de 
Tregjnon,  g. 

On  a  Jury. 

Thofi.  ap  Owen  de  Broniarthe,         Gruffinus  Lloid  de  Darowen. 
gen.  Henricns  Yaughan  de  Machjn- 

Evanns  ap  Richard  de  Dom-    lleth,  gen. 
gay,  gen. 

Qeneralis  Session,  pacta  tent,  apud  Mountgoniery  in  C<nn,  p*d  die 
Jovis  SciVt,  30  Oct,  36  Eliz.,  coram 

Rico  Herhert  de  Monntgomerj,  Rico  Herherte  de  Parke,  Arthnro 
Price,  Charolo  Lloyd  (Leighton),  GraflBno  Lloyd  (Maesmawr),  Jen- 
kino  Lloyd  (Berthllwyd),  et  Edwardo  Price,  armigeris.  Josticiar. 
dee  Dne.  Regine,  ad  pacem  in  Com.  p'do. 

Magna  Jur. 

Hnmfridos  Lloyd  de  Hem, ^  gen.  Ricus   Mereddyth  de   Barge- 
Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de  dinge,  gen. 
Trowscoed,  gen.  Johes  ap  Gruff  ap  Owen  de 

Reg.  FfranciBdeTrewerne,gen.  Goome,  gen. 

Rob'tns  ap   Oliver    de    Ken-  Ricos  Mores  de  Llangiricke,^ 

hynva,  gen.  gen. 

Rob'tns  Lloyd  de  Yarchoell,  Ricns  Williams  de  eadem,  gen. 

gen.  Owinns  ap  Thomas  de  Hnrd- 

Evanns  DD.  Lloyd  de  Mongh-  ley,  gen. 

tre,  gen.  Lodowicus  Lawrence  de  Mel .. 

Ricens   ap   Thom.    Lloyd   de  (P  Mellington). 

Llangaricke,^  gen.  Ricns  ap  Richard  de  Bnrge- 

Dayid  ap  Owen  ap  Ho'll  goz  dinge,  gen. 
de  Llanwythelan,  gen. 


*  Hamphrey  Lloyd  of  Great  Hem  in  the  parish  of  Forden,  the  foreman  of 
the  grand  jury  at  tiie  ^^eral  sessions  held  at  Montgomeiy,  30  Oot.  36  Eliz., 
was  the  son  of  Francis  Iiloyd>  third  son  of  Humplu^y  Lloyd  of  Leighton, 
sheriff  in  1641  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  289).  By  his  first  wife,  Catherine,  a 
daughter  of  Beee  ap  Morris  ap  Owen  of  Aberbechan,  sheriff  in  1565,  he  had  a 
dauffhter  Catherine,  married  to  John  Bidge  of  the  Bidge,  in  the  parish  of 
ChiH>ary  (Vis.  of  Salop,  ''Bidge  or  Bowdler,"  Harl.  M88,  615,  fo.  2356, 1241, 
fo.  34,  1962,  fo.  1596.  Add.  MS.  14,  314,  fo.  118).  Their  daoghter,  Bhmch, 
married  Sir  George  Devereuz,  knight,  of  Sheldon  Hall,  co.  Warwick,  by 
whom  he  had  George  Devereux,  of  Sheldon  Hall  and  Yaynor,  the  ancestor 
of  the  Yiscoante  Hereford  (Collins'  Peerage,  "Devereuz  Yiscoont  Hereford," 
vol.  iv,  p.  826,  Ed.  175^. 

*  Bhys  ap  Thomas  Lloyd  of  Cmgnant,  in  the  parish  of  Llanguriff,  was 
the  gandson  of  leaan  of  Clochfaen,  (eldest  son  of  Maurice  ap  Jenkin  of 
Cochfaen).  Bhys  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Evan  ap  Maurice  ap 
Evan  ap  David  of  Llanwnog. 

>  Bichard  Maurice  was  the  son  of  Jenkin  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Maurice  of 
Llangurig,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Herbert  of  Farke,  sheriff  in  1647- 
1569. 
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ap 


Richard     de 


DD.  ap  Edward  DD.  ap  Mores 
de  Kerry,  gen. 

Gmffinus  ap  Roger  de  Barge- 
dinge. 

36  Eliz.,  28  Nov.  Montgomery, 
veyor  of  the  crown  there  to  John  Pannton  during  pleasure. 
£20.     L(md  Eev.  BoUs,  N.  Wales,  vol.  viii.  fo.  24. 


Lodowicus 
Hopton. 

Johes  Lewifl  de  Myvod,  gen. 

Grant  of  the  office  of  chief  snr- 

Fee 


MlSCELLAHEA  HiSTOBICA,   37   ElTZ. 

Magna  Session  tent  apud  Polam,  1  Dec,,  37  Eliz. 

Ffrancis  Newton,  esquire,  sheriff. 

The  roll  of  Magistrates  the  sa/me  as  the  previous  year  to 


Ffab.  Philips,  armiger. 
Willim's     Ffowlar,*     armiger 


(Go- 


(Hai*nage  Ghrange) 

Ricus    Pryce?  armiger 
gerddan  and  Aberbochan). 

Ricus  Herbert  de  Parke,  ar. 

Johes  Pryce   de   Nova  Villa, 
armiger. 

Arthur.  Pryce,  ar.  (Vaynor). 

Mattheus     Herbert,   armiger 
(Dolguog). 

Noia  Magn,  Inquis. 

Ricus  Mores,  ar.  (Rhiwsaeson). 

Gruffinus   lioyd,   ar.    (Maes- 
mawr). 

Ric'us  Piyce  de  Peniarth,  gen. 

Edwardus    Lloyd    de    Berth- 
lloyd,  gen. 

Jacobus    ap    DD.    Lloyd    de 
Llanvaire,  gen. 


Ricus  Mores,  armiger  (Rhiw- 
saeson). 

Lodowic.  Blayney,  ar.   (Gre- 

Gruff.  Lloyd,  armiger  (Maes- 
ma  wr). 

Thomas  Jackes,  armiger  (But- 
tington). 

Carolus  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leigh- 
ton). 


Grand  Jury. 

Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de 
Hendrehine,  gen. 

Ricus  Derwas  de  Deythur, 
gen. 

Johes  Yaughan  de  Llansan- 
ffraid,  gen. 

Robertus  ap  Jeun  ap  Owen  de 
Llanvaire,  gen. 


1  This  is  the  first  appearance  of  William  Fowler  on  the  roll  of  ma^^^istRLtea. 
He  was  of  Shxewsbary  and  of  Hamage  Grange,  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Greys,  Lords  of  Powys.  He  was  the  third  son  of  Koger  Fowler  of  Bromhill 
in  Staffordshire,  by  the  sister  of  Bowland  Lee,  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  and  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  of  the  Marohee  of  Wales,  in  the  33  Hen.  YIIL 
WiUiam  Fowler  was  steward  of  Shrewsbury  in  1694,  and  was  buried  at 
Ooand,  Salop,  on  the  7th  March,  1697.  His  brother  James,  the  fonrth  son  of 
Roger  Fowler,  was  seated  at  Penkford,  in  the  parish  of  Tettenhall.  WiUiam 
Fowler's  descendants,  for  several  generations,  were  sherifb  for  BadnoTshire, 
and  the  proprietors  of  Abbey  Gwmhir  (Owen  and  Blakeway's  HU.  of  Shrews- 
bury, vol.  i,  p.  539,  and  Montgom.  Coll.  vol.  ii,  p.  277). 

*  Kichard  rrice,  afterwards  Sir  Bichard  Price  of  Grogerddan,  and  of  Aber- 
bechan,  in  right  of  his  wife  Gwen,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  ap  Bees 
of  Aberbechan,  was  sheriff  in  1^91,  and  as  Sir  Bichard  Price,  knight  in  J  603. 
His  father-in-law  died  about  the  year  1690  (See  "Brochwel  Tsgithrog  Key 
Chart,"  Montgom.  Coll.  vol.  ii,  p.  211). 
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Johes  ap  Res  ap  Mores  de  Matheus  ap  Morys  de  Kerry, 
Llangiricke,'  gen.  gen. 

Rioens  ap  Thomas  Uojd  de  Graffinns  ap  David  ap  Mores 
eadem,'  gen.  do  Varchoell,  gen. 

Bodericus  ap  John  ap  HoeU  Owinus  Blayney  de  Estjm- 
Vanghan,  gen.  gweme,  gen, 

Willim's  ap  John  ap  Bes  de 
Myvod,  gen. 

Deposition.  "  Apud  Dolgioge,  27  Sept.,  37  Eliz.,  1595.  Cora. 
Matheo  Herb't,  ar.,  anus  Jastic  Dne.  R.  nre  ad  pacem  in  Com. 
Montg." 

"  Ven*nnt  Hnmfridns  Lloyd  de  Hem  Magna  in  Com.  p'd,  gen'os, 
et  Olivems  Lloyd  Vaughan  de  Pola,  in  Com.  p'd,  genos." 

Miscellanea  Historica,  38  Eliz. 
Magn.  Sessio.  tent  apvd  Polam,  12  July,  38  Eliz, 

William  Williams,  Ar.  Vic. 
Nor  a  Offic.  et  Jvstic  Pads,  Dne,  Rge,  Com.  p'd, 
TTiomas  Egerton,^  miles,  Dn's.  Cnstod.  Magn.  Sigilli  Anglie. 
W.  Dns.  Bnrghley,  Hen.  Comes  Pemb. 
RoVtns,  Comes  Essex,  WilFs  Ep'us  Assaphen. 
Edwardns,  Dns.  Stafforde. 

Ricus  Shnttleworth,  miles.   )    Jnstic.  dee.  dne.  Reg.  ad  Assisas 
Henricos  Towneshend,  ar.    J        in  Com.  p'd. 
Hngo  Cholmeley,  miles.  Arthums  Price,  ar.  (Vaynor). 

Willi'ms  Leighton,  ar.  Matheus   Herbert,    ar.    (Dol- 

Ffab.  Philippes,  ar.  E^'^^)' 

Willi'ms  Ffowler,  ar.  Ricna  Mores,  armiger  (Rhiw- 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Monntgom',    saeson). 
armiger.  Lodowicns    Blayney,   armiger 

Ricus  Price,  ar.  (Aberbechan).     (Gregynog). 
Ricus  Herbert  de  Parke,  ar.         Gruffinus    Lloyd,   ar.   (Maes- 
Johes  Price  de  Newtowne,  ar.     mawr). 


1  John  was  the  fifth  son  of  Rhys  ap  Maurice  (ap  Llewelyn,  second  son  of 
lenan  ap  Ghruf^dd  ap  Howell  Lloyd  of  Glochfaen),  of  the  parish  of  Llangurifi^, 
by  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jenkyn  ap  Bhys  Lloyd  of  Llangurig  (Ad. 
MS.  9665,  vol.  ii,  Brit.  Mas.) 

*  Bice  Lloyd  of  Crdgnant  in  the  township  of  Llanywared,  and  parish  of 
Uangurig,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Lloyd  ap  leaan,  of  Cloch&en,  ap  Maurice 
ap  Jenky^,  of  Glochfaen,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  Bhys  ap  Maurice, 
or  Llangurig  {Ihid^. 

B  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Eni^ht,  Lord  Keeper,  was  Master  in  Chancery 
when  the  great  seal  was  committed  to  him  26th  May,  38  Eliz.  Sir  Thomas 
had  the  same  ^at  seal  delivered  to  him  by  appointment  of  King  James  I, 
on  the  4th  April,  1603.  On  the  29th  Jane  of  that  vear  this  great  seal  was 
hioken,  and  a  new  one  was  delivered  to  him  by  the  King.  On  the  21st  of 
July  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Baron  Ellesmere,  and  to  the  Lord 
Chancellorship  of  England,  and  on  the  7th  Nov.  1616,  was  created  Viscount 
Brackley.  His  son  John,  second  Visooant,  and  K.B.,  was  made  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  Wales,  12th  May,  1633. 
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Thomas  Jnckes,  armiger  (But-  Willi'mus  Penryn,  ar.  (Rhys- 
tington).  nant). 

Charolus   Llojd,    ar.    (Leigh* 
ton). 

Wilirmus  Whittingham*  et  Oliv'us  Lloyd  Vanghan,^  gen'osi, 
Coronat.  Dne.  Bge.  Com.  p'd. ;  Edwardas  Prise,  ar.  Escaetor. 

Noia  Maior  et  Ball,  vtl,  et  libtcU, 
Oliv'us  Herbert,  gen'os,  maior  de  Machenlletfa. 
Jenkinus  Williams,  gen'os,  maior  de  Llanydlos. 
Beginaldus  Phillips,  gen'os,  maior  de  Gaersons., 

ReginiJdns  Lloyd,  gen'08,   )    BalU  viUe  et  Ubtats  de  Pola. 
Hamphms  Lloyd,  gen  os,   j 
David  Price,  gen'os,  )    j.  ,,    ,    Newtowne 

Ricens  Mo^an,  gen'os,    /    ^aU.  de  JNewtowne. 

Willi'mns  vanghan,  gen'os,  )    Ball,   de   Llanvil- 

Lodovic.  DD.  ap  Jenn  ap  Thomas,  genos,    /        linge. 

^oia  SenescaU,  Magn.     DrtWs.  dei  Djie.  Regine. 

Herbertus  Crofte,  ar..  Cap.  Sen.  Dne.  Regine  Dm*ors  de  Kerry, 
Kedewen,  Monntgom'y,  et  alibi. 

Willi'ms  Leighton,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Hen.  Bromley,  militi  dom.  sni 
de  Deythnr. 

Ricas  Herbert  de  Monntgom'y,  Cap.  Sen.  Dne.  Marie  Herbert, 
Baronii  sni  de  Powys. 

Jenkinus  Lloyd,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Dni. 
sui  de  Amstley. 

Edwardus  Price,  gen..  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Dni. 
sui  de  Kevillioge. 

ReginaJdus  Williams,'  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Edwardo  Hussey,  ar.,  Dni. 
sui  de  Nethergorther. 

'  ^  WilliamWhittinghamwasbailiffof  Montgomexy  22, 23  Eliz.,  and  appears 
as  the  fellow  coroner  of  Oliver  Lloyd  Yaughan  in  the  34  Eliz.  He  was  also 
chief  steward  to  Bichard  Herbert  of  Montgomery  for  the  manor  of  "  Llan- 
owthin/'  38  Eliz.  He  was  the  father  of  Edward  Whittingham,  deputy  sheriff 
to  Sir  Edward  Herbert^  Eni^ht  (first  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbary)in  1605,  and 
M.P.  for  the  Montgomeryshire  boronc^hs  with  Sir  William  Heroert^  Knight 
for  the  county  from  1603—1611.  Wmiam  Whittingham  of  Court  Calde- 
more,  near  Montgomery,  son  of  Edward  Whittingham,  was  called  to  the 
bar  as  a  member  of  the  Inner  Temple  in  1627. 

3  Oliver  Lloyd  Yaughan  was  the  son  of  Roger  Lloyd  of  Nantcribba  and 
Welshpool  (ap  Bobert  Lloyd,  fourth  son  of  David  Lloyd  of  Marrington,  ap 
David  liloyd  of  Lei^hton,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Griffith  Yaughan,  Eniffht  Bann't., 
of  Garth),  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Evan  ap  Owen  and  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Eynaston  ap  Sir  Roger  Kynaston,  Enight.  Oliver 
Lloyd  was  bailiff  of  Pool  in  the  32  Eliz.,  and  succeeded  to  the  coronership  of 
the  county,  vacated  by  the  death  of  Robert  Middleton  of  Middleton,  in  the 
34  Eliz.  He  married  Joan,  dangrhter  of  Roger  Jones  (ap  John  ap  Hugh)  of 
"Lilleshall  House,"  Welshpool,  coroner  with  Robert  Middleton  in  the 
1  Mary ;  which  Joan  was  aunt  of  Gilbert  Jones,  chief  steward  of  the  manor 
of  Overgorther  to  Thomas  Purcell,  and  of  the  manor  of  Bausley  to  Thomas 
Leighton  of  Wattlesbrouffh  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  pp.  276-324). 

*  Reginald  AViHiams  of  Willaston,  who  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Nether- 
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Howellns  Porter,  genos,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Purcell,  ar.,  Dni.  sui 
de  Overgorther. 

Gilbertns  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Leighton,  ar.,  Dni.  sui  de 
Ballersley. 

Willi'ms  Penrhyn,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen,  Bogero  Kjnaston,  ar.,  Dni.  sni 
de  Djnas. 

Willi'mns  Whifctingham,  gen'os,  Cap.  Sen.  Rico  Herbert  de 
Monntgom'y,  Dni.  sni  de  Llanowthin,  et  *     • 

Noia  Magn.  Inquis,     Grand  Jury, 

Gmffinos  Lloyd,    ar.    (Maes-  David   Jones   de  Llanowthin, 

mawr).  gon. 

Edwardns  Price  de  Kerry,  ar.  Rogerus  Lloyd  deRhandir, gen. 

(Glanmeheli) .  Thomas  Lloyd  de  Sylvaine,  gen. 

Ricns  (Griffiths  de  Llandussilio,  Thomas  ap  Rees  ap  Haghe  de 

gen.^  Tregynon,  gen. 

Ricns  Derwas  de  Deythnr,  gen.  David  ap  Roger    de   Burge- 

Rudd's   ap  John    ap   Howell  ding,  gen. 

Vaaghan,  gen.  Rob'tns   ap  Robert    de   Tre- 

David  Morgan  de  Monghtre,  weme,  gen. 

geii-  Johes  Thomas  Gittins  de  Up- 

Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de  pington,  yo. 

Hendre  Heane,  gen.  Owinus  ap  Thomas  de  Hnrd- 

Gmffinus  ap  DD.  ap  Mores  de  ley,  yo. 
Varchoel,  gen. 

On  a  Jury. 
Roger  Price  de  Gunley,  gen.* 

Oeneralis  Sessio  pacts  apud  MonigonCy^  Eliz.      Magna  Inquis. 
Edwardns  Lloyd  de  Talgarth,         Stephanns  Mores   de    Kerry, 
gen.  gen. 

Humfridos  Lloyd  de  Hem,  Johes  Yaughan  de  Llansan- 
gen.  fraid,  gen. 

gorther  in  the  84  £liz.»  appears  this  year  as  stewiurd  for  the  same,  to  Edward 
Hussey. 

*  Soger  Prince  of  Gunley,  in  the  township  of  Ackley  and  parish  of  Forden, 
is  identical  with  the  '*  Boger  Price  de  Ackley/'  eleventh  on  the  grand  jury. 
He  was  the  son  of  Bees,  living  d6  Hen.  YIII.  ( Montgom.  Coll.  vol.  ii,  p.  379;, 
ap  Bees  ap  Morris  ap  Hogh  of  Gunley.  The  latter,  Hugh,  mamed  the 
heiress  of  Gunley,  Margaret,  daughter  of  David  Lloyd,  in  the  reign  of  Hen. 
YI.  (see  Brochwel  Key  Chaft,  Montgom.  Coll.  vol.  ii,  p.  379).  He  appears, 
39  Eliz.,  as  "  Bogems  ap  Bees  de  Gonley,"  (I&id.,  vol.  ii,  p.  201);  and,  lastly, 
as  sixth  on  the  grand  jury,  14  James  I.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  Gnnley 
estate  hy  the  son  of  his  first  cousin,  Edward  Price  of  Gunley,  on  the  list  for,  but 
not  of,  the  g^rand  jury,  at  the  Montgomeiyahire  Assizes,  14th  Oct.,  20  James  I. 
This  Edward  Price  of  Gunley  was  the  son  of  Edward  Price,  of  Ackley,  living 
13  Eliz.,  ap  Bichard  ap  Bees  ap  Morris  ap  Hugh  of  Gunley.  He  entered  his 
pedieree  at  the  visitation  of  Lewys  Dwnn,  and  the  original  vellum  roll, 
dated  1609,  and  signed  by  the  herald  himself,  is  now  at  Gunley.  Edward 
Price's  death  and  burial,  at  Ghirbury,  is  thus  noted  in  the  register,  "  1643, 
Edwardns  Price  de  Gunley,  Sep.  4th  ApriUs."  His  grandson,  Edward  Price, 
was  sheriff  in  1734,  and  great  grandson,  Bichard  Price,  in  1761. 
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Evanus  ap  Jenkyn  de  Llangy-  Bogerns  Pryce  de  Ackley,^ 
ricke,  gen.  gen.  (Gunley). 

Johes  Wyn  ap  Cad'r  de  Peny-  Evanus  ap  David  ap  Ll'n  de 
arth,  gen.  Llanvayre,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  Ees  ap  Hngh  de  Ricus  ap  DD.  ap  Hughe  ap 
Tregynon,  gen.  Tud'r  de  ffordon,  gen. 

Howellus  ap  John  de  Bachel-  David  ap  David  de  Colfryo, 
drey,  yoman.  yom. 

Elizius  ap  John  de  Stredalve*  Olivems  David  ap  Jenn  de 
dan,  yom.  Llanvayre,  gen. 

Hnmfridns  ap  John  ap  Jeun  de  Johes  Piers  de  Gyngroge, 
Llangynewe,  gen.  yom. 

Apud  Gilffield,  15  Aug.,  3  Eliz.,  1596.  "  A  deposition  coram 
William  Williams,  armigero,  Vic.  Com.  p'd.  (Montgomery),  et 
Gruflino  Lloyd,  armigero,  uno  Justic.  dee.  dne.  Rogine  ad  pacem." 

Mentioned  in  a  bail  bond.  ''  Evan  James  de  Kerry,  gen'os ; 
Robert  Lloyd  de  Bryngwyn,  in  Com.  p'd.  gen'os." 

Miscellanea  Historica,  39  Eliz. 

Magna  Session^  tent  apud  Polam,  31  Oct.,  39  Eliz,     Summons  thereto 
endorsed  *-  Thomas  Pureed,  Ar,  vie" 

Noia  Justic  pads, 
Thomas  Egerton,  miles.     Dns.  Custod.  Magn.  Sigilli  Anglie. 
Willims  Dns.  Burghley.  Willi'mus  (Morgan),  Bpus  As- 

Henricus,  Comes  Pembroke.        saphen. 
Rob'tus,  Comes  Essex.  Edwardus  Dns.  Stafford  (Cans 

Castle). 
Ricus  Shuttleworth,  miles,  )  Justic.  dee.  dne.  Regine  ad  Asgifflg 
Henricus  Townshend,  ar.     /      in  Com.  p'd. 
Willimus  Leighton,  ar.  ( Plash) .         Jerrominus  Corbett,  ar. 
Ricus  Broughton,^ar.  (Brough-        Phabianus  Phellippes,  ar. 
ton). 

1  See  note  1,  p.  271. 

B  Richard  Broaghton  of  Brougbton  and  Owlbury,  near  Bishop's  Castle, 
was  the  son  of  Bobert  Bronghton  and  Jane,  daa^hter  of  John  Wynn  u» 
Reginald,  third  son  of  Sir  Griffith  Vaoghan,  Knight  Bann't.  He  was  ad- 
mitted of  the  Inner  Temple  in  1568.  He  was  an  original  fellow  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  (Archcsologia,  v.  i,  p.  8),  and  esteemed  by  Sir  John 
Wynn  of  Gwedir,  '*  the  chief  antiquaiy  of  England."  Lewys  Dwnn  speaJcs 
of  "  Richard  Brogden,  one  of  the  Council  of  ttie  Marches/'  as  *'  one  of  the 
aristocracy  by  whom  he  was  permitted  to  see  old  records,  and  books  from 
religious  houses,  that  had  been  written  and  their  materials  collected  by 
Abbots  and  Priors."  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Baffot  of  Blith- 
field,  and,  from  some  letters  to  this  gentleman,  he  appears  to  have  been  a 
retahier  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  appointment  to 
the  office  of  "  Deputy  Judge  of  Chester ;"  in  which  capacity,  we  fi^ather  fiom 
the  M8.  Chronicle  of  Shrewsbury,  he  visited  the  latter  town  on  the  22nd  March, 
] 695-8,  "Wine  geven  to  Mr.  Justice  Broughton»  6s.  4d."  (Owen  and  Blake- 
way's  Hist,  of  Shrewsbury,  toI.  i,  p.  399,  and  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  pp.  8,  829, 
n.  7,  881,  n.  by  John  Rhydderch). 
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WillimuB  Fowler,  ar.  (Haraage 
Grange). 

Bicns  Herbert  de  Moantgom- 
ery,  ar. 

Johes  Hanmer,  ar. 

Bicns  Pryce,  ar.  (Aberbechan 
and  Grogerddan). 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Parke,  ar. 

Johes  Price  de  Newtowne,  ar. 

Mathens    Herbert,    ar.    (Dol- 

Bicns  Mores,  ar.  ezt'd  (Bhiw- 
saeson). 

Jenkinns  Llojd,  ar.  (Berth- 
Uwyd). 

Bicens  Tannatt,  ar.  (Aber- 
tanat). 

Gmffinns  Lloyd,  ar.  (Maes- 
mawr). 

LndovicnsBlayney,ar.  (Gregy- 
nog). 

Thomas  Jnckes,ar.  ext'd  (Bnt- 
tington). 

Carolns  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leigh ton). 


Willi'mus  Penryn,  ar.  (Bhys- 
nant). 

Johes  Owen  de  Machyenlleth,^ 
ar. 

DaWd  Puree]],  ar.  Escaetor 
Dne.  Regine. 

David  Lloyd  ap  Mer'dd  et 
Olivems  Lloyd  Yanghan,  gen*osi, 
Coronat.  Dne.  Begine. 

Bow]andns  Owen,^  gen.  maior 
de  Machyenl]eth. 

Henricus  Herbert,  gen.  maior 
de  Caersons.) 

Johes  ap  DD.  ap  Owen,  gen. 
maior  de  Llanidlos. 

Gmffinns  Lloyd  ar.  et  David 
Lloyd,  Draper,  gen'os,  Balli  de 
Pola. 

Bicns  ap  Bees  ap  Mores  et 
Johes  ap  DD.  ap  Bees  gen'osi, 
Balli  de  Newtowne. 

Bicns  Vaughan  et  Gmffinns 
Kyffyn,  gen'osi,  Balli  de  Llan- 
villinge. 


Noia  Cap,  Sen,  Dne.  Begine. 


Jenkinns  Lloyd,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen. 
Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Domis 
de  Amsteley,  Uchoyd  Yscoyd  et 
Glasse. 

Edwardns  Price,  gen.,  Cap. 
Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar., 
Domii  sni  de  Kevioge  {sic!). 

Herbertns  Crofle,  ar..  Cap. 
Sen.  Dne.  Begne.  Domors  de 
Kerry,  Kedewen,  Mountgom'y 
et  alibi. 

Willi'ms  Leigh  ton,  ar.,  Cap. 
Sen.  Henrico  Bromley,  milit. 
domii  sni  de  Deythur. 

Bicns  Herl)ertde  Monnfgom'y, 
ar..  Cap.  Sen.  Dne.  Marie  Her- 


bert, vidne,  Baronii  sni  de 
Powys. 

Beginaldns  Williams,  ar.,  Cap. 
Sen.  Edwardo  Hussey,  ar.,  Dom. 
sni  de  Nethergorther. 

Howell  us  Porter,  gen.  Cap. 
Sen.  Thome  Purcell,  Dmi.  sni  de 
Overgorther  et  Teyrtref. 

GilFus  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen. 
Thome  Leighton,  ar.,  Dmii  sni 
de  Balseley. 

Willimus  Penryn,  ar.  ,Cap.  Sen. 

Bogcro  Kenaston,  ar.,  Dmi.  sni 
de  Dynas. 

David  Lloyd,  Draper,  gen'os 
Forestar.     Dne.  Beg. 


^  The  first  appearance  of  John  Owen  (ap  Owen  ap  Howell  Goch)  of  Mach- 
ynlleth on  the  roll  of  magistrates  for  the  coanty. 

»  Bowland  Owen  was  mayor  of  Machynlleth  on  the  4  James  I ;  on  the  roll 
of  magistrates  the  same  year;  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  assizes  7 
James  I,  and  sheriff  9  James  I. 
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Willi'miis  Yavasor^et  David  ap 
Owen  ap  Hoell   Goch,   gen'osi, 

Koia  Magpi,  Inquis,  (Grand  Jury,) 


Capital.    Constat. 
Newtowne. 


Hundred  de 


Carolns  Lloyd,  ar.,  (Leigbton). 

Edwardoa  Price  de  Yajnor, 
gen. 

Owinus  Blayney,  gen.  (Tstym- 
gwen). 

Hngo  Jones  de  Llandjnam, 
gen.  (Treweithen). 

Bob'tns  apOliy.de  Llangjnew, 
gen. 

Henricns  Herbert  de  Caersons, 
gen. 

Edwardns  Lloyd  de  Talgartb, 
gen. 

Noia  Sede, 

Griffinns  Lloyd,  ar.  (Maes- 
ma  wr). 

Moricios  Owen,^  gen.  (Rbiw- 
saeson). 

Thomas  ap  Oliver  de  Coyd- 
taloge,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  John  ap  Mores  de 
•Hendrehene,  gen. 

Reginaldus  Ffrancis  de  Tre- 
weme,  gen. 

Johes  Owen  de  Dolearthyn,' 
gen.  (Dolarddyn). 


Thomas  Lloyd  de  Sylvayne, 
gen. 

David  ap  Bees  ap  John  ap  ... 
de  Uanlighn,  gen. 

Rob'tns  Lloyd  de  Gilffild,  gen. 

Bogeros  Lloyd  de  Bhandir, 
gen. 

Hngo  Derwas  de  Deythnr,  gen. 

Bicos  Powell  de  Brincamister, 


gen. 

Bicos  Price  de  ffryd,  gen. 
Bobtns  Lloyd  de  Halchton  gen. 

Inquis. 

Bob'tns  ap  Jenn  ap  Owen  de 
Llanllothyan,  gen. 

Bob'tns  David  de  Hope,  gen. 

David  ap  Jenn  ap  lien  de 
Llanoryn,  gen. 

Bicns  Phellippes  de  Mayse- 
maare,  gen. 

Edwardns    Tannatt    de    Tre- 


weme,  gen. 

Lodowicus    Trevor    de   Llan- 
vayre,  gen. 

Johes  ap  Bob't  Lloyd  de  Bryn- 

gwyn,  gen. 

*'  Apnd  Leighton,  15  Jnly,  39  Eliz.,  coram  Carole  Lloid,  ar.,  nno 

Jnstic.    Dne.   Begine,    Com.   p'd.   ven'nnt,   Bogerus  ap   Bees   de 

Gwnley*,  in  Com.  p'd.  gen's,  et  Gruffinns  Midleton^  de  eadem,  in 


*  William  Vavasour  of  Newtown,  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Vavasour,  sheriff 
in  1563  hy  his  wife  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of  James  Leeche,  sheriff  in 
1551.  He  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Hngh  Powell  of  Ednop,  son  of  Richard 
Powell  of  Ednop,  sheriff  in  1554  and  1555  (Vis.  of  Salop,  HarL  MS.  1241). 
Their  daughter,  Penelope,  married  Cromwell's  Apostle  to  the  Welsh  counties, 
and  disestablisher  of  the  Church,  Vavasor  Powell,  who  was  chaplain  to 
Major  General  Harrison  (Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  part  i,  p.  147). 

^  Maurice  Owen  was  of  Rhiwsaeson  and  the  son  of  Richard  ap  Maurice, 
sheriff  in  1579.  Maurice  Owen  was  a  magistrate  3  James  I;  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  4  James  I,  and  sheriff  10  James  I,  1612. 

B  John  (Wynn  ap)  Owen  of  Dolarddyn.  He  married  Mawd,  daughter  of 
Howell  Vaughan  of  Coed  Talog,  brother  of  John  Owen  Vaughan,  sheriff  in 
1583. 

*  See  note  38  Eliz. 

0  Griffith  Middleton  was  also  of  Middleton  in  the  parish  of  Chirbuiy,  for 
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Com.  p'd.,  gen.  et  manucep.,  pro  Humphro  ap  William  de  Ackley, 
in  Com.  pred.,  yom." 

"  Apnd  Kngynocke,  20  Aug.,  39  Eliz.,  coram  Lodovico  Blayney, 
ar.,  uno  Jnstic.  Dne.  Be^ne,  ad  pacem." 

"  Apud  Rysnant,  12  Sept.,  39  Eliz.,"  a  deposition,  "coram  Wil- 
limns  Penryn,  ar.,  Jastic.  pacis,  etc." 

"  Apud  Maesmawr,  20  Oct.,  39  Eliz.,  venit  Evanns  ap  John  ap 
Jenn  Lloyd  de  Llan'chvrochwell,  in  Com.  p'd.,  gen'os,  coram,  me 
Graffinns  Lloyd,  ar.,  nno  Jnstic.  pacis,  etc." 

"  Apnd  Lamistyn,  in  Com.  Monntg.,  30  July,  39  Eliz.,  Cora  John 
Hanmer,  ar.,  nno  Jnstic.  etc." 

"Apud  Llanvechan,  27  July,  89  Eliz.,"  a  deposition,  "coram 
Keceo  Tanat,  ar.,  nno  Jnstic.  etc." 

"Apnd  Machynlleth,  xi  Julii,  39  Eliz.,"  a  deposition,  "coram 
Ma.  Herbert,  ar.,  nno  Justic.  etc. 

Deposition.  "  Coram  Oliver©  Lloyd  Yaughan,  gen.,  p'.  sacrm. 
Howelli  Lloyd  de  Forden,  gen.,  et  David  Lloyd  ap  Lewis  de  eadem» 
gen. 

Deposition.  "Apnd  Leighton,  coram  Carolo  Lloyd,  ar.,  nno 
jnstic.  ad  pacem,  etc.,  yenit  Johes  Corbett  de  Wynnington,  in 
Com.  Salop. 

Deposition.  "  Apnd  Maesmawr,  coram  Oriffino  Lloyd,  ar.,  nno 
justic.  ad  pacem,  etc.,  venit  Georgius  Harries  de  Stockton,  in  Com. 
Salop,  gen'osus." 

Deposition.  "Apnd  Polam,  15  Jan.,  39  Eliz.,  coram  Gmffino 
Lloyd,  ar.,  ven't.  Johes  ap  DD.  ap  Rees  de  Kavronydd,^  in  Com. 
pred.  (Montgomery),  gen  os." 

Generalis  Sessio.  pacis  tent.,  6  April,  39  Eliz.,  coram  Rico  Brongh- 
ton,  Johanni  Hanmer,  Rico  Herbert  de  Parke,  Reseo  Tannatt, 
Carolo  Lloyd,  Gmffino  Lloyd,  Lodovico  Blayney,  Jenkino  Lloyd, 
Willi'mo  Penryn,  et  Johe  Owen,  armigeris,  Jnstic.  pacis,  dne. 
Regine,  in  Com.  p'd.  (Montgomery). 

Inquisicio  Magna, 

Ricus  Derwas  de  Penrhos,  gen.         Reginald  ap  Edward  de  Tre- 

lydan,'  gen. 


which  he  was  rated  12d.  for  the  poor  in  1604.     He  was  chnrohwarden  of 
Chirbury  in  1609  (Lloyd  MS.  Chirhury  Parish  Records). 

1  John  Price  of  Cyffronydd  was  the  son  of  David  ap  Bees  (ap  David  Bedo, 
fourteenth  in  descent  from  Blethyn  ap  Cynvyn),  by  Lowiy,  daughter  of  John 
ap  Bees  ap  Owen  Vanghan  ap  Owen  ap  Deio.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter 
of  David  Lloyd  ap  David  ap  Meredith,  of  Cownwy,  by  whom  he  had  Oliver 
Price,  father  of  William  Price  of  Cyffronydd  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  294). 

'  John  Gwyn  (ap  Evan  ap  Beeinald  ap  Edward  ap  Boger  ap  Madock 
Vanghan,  the  grandson  of  Beginald  ap  Edward  of  Trelydan,  wrote  a  small 
8vo.  paper  memorial  to  King  Charles  II,  relating  his  descent  and  his  ser- 
vices to  the  royal  cause,  which  was  edited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  original, 
or  fair  copy,  with  his  pedigree  and  coat  of  arms  coloured,  is,  under  the  No. 
4206  of  Ayscough's  Catalogue,  in  the  Brit.  Mas. 

T  2 
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Hngo  Porter  de  Uppington,^         Cadd'r  ap  Hughe  de  Melling- 


gen. 


ton. 


Rodoricn8apIo"apHoellVa'n  Hoellua  ap  Cadd'r  ap  Haghe 

de  Llanvillinge,  gen.  de  Chnrchstoke,  gen- 
David  Morgan  de  Monghtre,*  Jobes  M*dd  ap  Roger  de  Dey- 

g^en.  tbnr,  yom. 

Johes  ap  Bees  ap  GmfT.  de  Evanus  ap  Mores  ap  Owen  de 

Garthmjll,  gen.  Berawe,  yom. 

Robertas  David  de  Hope,  gen.  Ricas  ap  bo'U  ap  Lewis  de 

Owinns    ap    Hugh    Lloid   de  Trelydan,  gen. 

Trevnanney,  gen.  Jobes  David  de  Castell,  yom. 
Thomas  David  de   Manavon, 

gen. 


1  Ha^  Porter  of  Uppington,  a  township  in  the  hundred  of  Cawrse,  ad- 
joining Winnington,  in  the  parkh  of  Alberbury,  co.  Salop,  was  very  probably 
the  landlord  of  "  Old  Parr  of  Winnington."  In  1635,  John  Taylor,  "  the  Water 
Poet,"  as  he  was  called,  publishea  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Olde,  01de» 
very  Olde  Man ;  or,  the  Age  and  very  Long  Life  of  Thomas  Parr,  the  sonne 
of  John  Parr  of  Winnington,  in  the  parish  of  Alberbary,  in  the  oo.  of  Salop, 
who  was  bom  in  the  reign  of  King  Edwaid  lY.  (1483),  and  is  now  living  in. 
the  Strand,  being  aged  152  years  and  odd  months."  The  old  man  was  taken 
to  London  in  the  train  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  to  be  shown  to  King  Charles  I. 
The  water  poet  proceeds  at  some  length  into  details  of  Old  Parr*s  life ;  bat 
it  will  suffice  to  quote  the  following  as  locally  interesting : — 
•    •••••    ]i^  sire's  decease. 

Left  him  four  years'  possession  of  a  lease. 
Which  past,  Lewis  Porter,  gentleman,  did  then. 
For  21  yeares  ^rant  his  lease  again; 
That  lease  expired,  the  son  of  Lewis,  called  John, 
Let  him  the  like  lease,  and  that  time  being  gone. 
Then  Hugh,  the  son  of  John  (last-named  before). 
For  one  and  twenty  yeares,  sold  one  lease  more. 
And,  lastly,  he  hath  held  firom  John,  Hugh's  son, 
A  lease  for  life  these  fifty  years  outrun : 
And  till  old  Thomas  Parr,  to  earth  again 
Betums,  the  last  lease  must  his  own  remaine." 
The  poet  relates  that  he  still  held  the  latter  lease  under  Edward  Porter, 
aged  40,  the  last  John  Porter's  son.    At  the  age  of  80  old  Parr  married  Jane, 
John  Taylor's  daughter;  and  did  penance,  in  a  white  sheet  at  the  church 
door,  at  the  age  of  110,  for  a  somewhat  youthiul  impropriety.    The  poet 
proceeds, — 

"  And  in  affection  to  his  first  wife  Jane, 
He  took  another  of  that  name  againe, 
(With  whom  he  now  doth  live),  she  was  a  widow 
To  one  named  Anthony  (and  surnamed  Adda). 


She  was  (as  by  report  it  doth  appear) 

Of  Gillsets  (?  Guilsfield)  parish,  in  Moi 

The  daughter  of  John  Lloyd,  corruptly  Flood,' 


b,  in  Montgomery-shire. 


Of  ancient  house,  and  gentle  Cambrian  blood." 
(Harl.  Mis.,  vol.  vii,  p.  69,  and  Wilson's  Wonderjhil  Characters,  voL  ii,  p.  252). 
A  pedigree  of  the  "  Porters  of  Welchpoole"  appears  in  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i, 
p.  297 ;  but  it  does  not  include  the  line  of  Huf^h  Porter  of  Uppington. 

'  David  Morgan,  of  Mougjhtre,  was  the  son  of  Morgan  ap  Evan  ap  Morgan 
by  Jane,  daughter  of  Maurice  ap  John  Lloyd  of  Gwemygo  (Lewys  Dwnn. 
voLi,  p.  801). 
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Miscellanea  Historica,  40  Eliz. 

Magna  Session,  tent  ajnid  Polam,  4  Julii,  40  Eliz. 
"  Edwardos  Hnssej,  ar.  vie." 

The  same  magistrates  as  on  the  roll  of  the  previous  year,  with 
"  William  Fowler,  ar.,"  omitted. 
Rowlandus  Owen,  gen.,  maior        GraflF.    Lloid,    ar.,    et    David 

Lloyd  Draper,  Balli  de  Pola. 

Ricns   Price,   gen.,   et    Johes 
Price,  gen.,  Balli  de  Newtowne. 
Ricns  Vaughan,  gen.,  et  Graff. 
Kyffyn,  gen.,  BalH  de  Llanvil- 
linge. 

KoVa  Magn.  Inguis,     Grand  Jiny, 

Grrnffinns  Lloyd,    ar.    (Maes-         Edr'us  ap  David  de  Treweme, 

mawr).  gen. 

Ricns     Grnffith     de     Tyddyn         Reignaldns   france   de    eadm, 

Preede,  gen.  gen. 

Edms  Lloyd  de  Llanidlos,  gen.         Johes  Davies  de  tretherwene, 

Howellus  ap  Rees  de  Hurdley,  gen. 
gen.  Johes  Williams  de  Keele,  gen. 

Ricns  Price  de  Pennarth,  gen.         Ricus  Arnwey,^  gen. 

Evanns  ap  Hnmffrey  de  Llan-         Rogerus    Grnff.    de    Terymi- 


de  Maghenlleth 

Johes  David  ap  Owen,  gen., 
maior  de  Llanidlos. 

Henricns  Herbert,  gen.,  maior 
de  Gaersons. 


drinio,  gen. 

Johes  Whittakers  de  Myvod, 
gen. 

Edrus  Owen  de  Rhnsayson,^ 
gen. 

Noia  Secde  Inquis. 

Manricins  Owen,  ar.    (Rhiw-         Johes    ap    Robert    Lloyd    de 


nick/  gen. 

Willi*mus  Evans  de  Domgey, 
gen. 

Edwardus  Hussey,  ar.  vie. 


saeson). 

Owenus  Blayney,  ar.  (Ystym- 
gwen). 

Hngo  Jones  de  Llandynam, 
gen.  (Treweithan). 

Rob'tns  Lloid  de  Pentreheylyn, 
gen. 

Owinns  Lloyd  de  Mayne,  gen. 


Bryngwyn,  gen. 

Willimis  Lloyd  ap  Ellis  de 
Ballesley,  gen. 

Jesp'ns  ap  Hughe  de  Rhid- 
heskin,  gen. 

Rob*tus  ap  Oliver  de  Kenhin- 
va,  gen. 


*  Edward  Owen  was  the  second  son  of  Bichard  Morrice  (ap  Morrice  ap 
Owen)  of  Bhiwsaeson,  sheriff  in  1579.  His  elder  brother  Morris  Owen  of 
Bhiwsaeson,  was  sheriff  in  1612.  Edward  Owen  married  first,  Elen  Wynn, 
daughter  of  Maurice  ap  Bohert  Wynne  of  Glynn,  secondly,  Jane,  daughter 
of  John  ap  Howell  ap  Bedo  ap  Jenkin  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  298). 

2  Of  Tregynon,  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  277,  n.  i. 

3  Boger  Griffith  of  Tiiymynech  in  the  parish  of  Gnilsfield,  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Lloyd  ap  Francis  Lloyd  of  Great  Hem,  in  the  parish 
of  Fordon,  third  son  of  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  sheriff  in  1541  (Lewys 
Dwnn,  vol.  i,  pp.  289,  306-7). 
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David  Jones  de  Llanowthen,  David  ap  Eogfsr  de  Bar?- 

ROD.  ding,  gen. 

Humfrns  ap  John  ap  Jean  de  Johes  Wyn  de  Myrod,  z<^ 

Llangyneu,  gen.  Edwardns HuBsey^ir. v. 

Lc^owicas  Davies  de  Deythur, 
gen. 

On  a  Jury,     "  Oliver  Harries  de  Woodlaston,  gen.,''  4tt  Jvr^- 

Miscellanea  Historica,  41  Elb. 
Magna  Session,  tent  apud  Mountgom.  2  July,  41  Eliz. 
Ricns  Leighton,  ar.  tic, 
Noia  Justic,  pacis.  Com.  p*d, 
Thomas  Egerton,  miles.  Henricns,   Comes   Peiatyrt^^i^ 

Robertas,  Comes  Essex,  Comit.     Dns.  Presid,  etc. 
Mariscall.  Anglie.  Willim's,  Ep'ns  /^ff 

Edwardns,  Dns.  Stafford. 
Ricns  Shnttleworth,  miles,  )  Jnstic.  dee.  dne.  Regine  sd  i-v.-.- 
Henricus  Townshend,  ar.,    J       in  com.  p'd.  ^ , 

Willimus  Leighton,  ar.  (Plash).         Mathens    Herbert,   w.  ^i  ■' 

Ricns  Brooghton,  ar.  (Broogh-     gnog). 
ton).  B         »        V  b         B  ^^^^.^g  ^^^^  „  (Rtiw?^ 

Willimns  Herbert  ar.  (Powys  son).                                       , 

Castle).  Riceus    Tannatt,    ar.  (i '  * 

Johes  Hanmer,  ar.  tanat).                                    , 

Ricus  Price,  ar.  (Aberbechan).  Jenkinus    lAoyd,  ar.  ,i>^^" 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Pke,  ar.  llwyd).                                ,^ 

Johes  Price  de  Newtowne,  ar.  GrnflSnns    Lloyd,  ar.  i^ 

Owinns  Vanghan,*  ar.  (Llwy-  mawr).                                 .^ 

diarth).  Lodowicus  Blayney,  ar.  i^' 

Edwardns  Price  de  Vay nor,'*  ar.  gy nog) . 


1 


First  appearance  of  William  Herbert,  of  Powys  Castle,  cm  ^  ^^  "  \ 
magifltmtes.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  KnigW,s^  .;  • 
son  of  Williara  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  For  further  particnl««.^ "  '^  I 
"  Miscellanea  Histopica,  36  Eliz."  His  daughter,  the  Lady  Cathenfle  _»^^  \ 
bert,  married,  first.  Sir  Robert  Vaughan,  Knight,  of  Llwydiarth,  »*^;'2  / 
Sir  James  Palmer,  of  Domey,  Knight,  and  by  him  was  the  motberft  •  ( 
first  Earl  of  Castlemaine.  ,t    «».  n  ^i    i 

«  Owen  Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth,  was  the  son  of  John  Ow^  Vftu?ii» 
Llwydiai-th,  sheriff  in  1683,  and  the  father  of  John  Vaughan,  hj^m^ 
daughter  of  Richard  Herbert  of  Montgomery  (ap  Edward  Herbert  ai;^^ 
Richard  Herbert,  Knight  of  Montgomery).  John  Vaughan  bj  *^^^ 
Herbert  had  Sir  Robert  Vaughan,  Knight  (Lewys  Dwnn,  toL  h  ?  ;\', 
This  is  the  first  appearance  of  Owen  Vaughan  on  the  roll  of  magistra^^^  " 
the  county.  ;j. 

•  The  first  appearance  of  Edward  Price  of  Vaynor  on  the  roll  of  m^ 
trates.  He  was  the  son  of  Arthur  Price  of  Vaynor,  sheriff  in  1578,  w**^  ^ 
father  of  Arthur  Price  of  Vaynor,  whose  daughter  and  heir,  Bridget, s^'^ 
George  Pevereux  of  Sheldon  Hall,  co.  Warwick. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


PUBLIC   OFFICERS.  279 

Tbomaa  Juckes,  ar.  (Butting-  Nicholaus    Herberte,'  gen'os, 

x>n).  maior  de  Caersons. 

Carolns  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leighton).  Edwardus      Lloyd,      gen'os,* 

Thomas  Owen,^  ar.  maior  de  Llanydlos. 

JohesOwendeMacliyiillethyar.  Rowland    DD.    Lloyd,    gen., 

David  Lloyd,*  ar.  (Pool  a^d  maior  de  Machynlleth. 

Moel  J  Qurth).  Carolus  Price  et  Jacobus  Price, 

David  Lloyd  ap  M'edd  et  Oli-  gen'osi,  Balli  de  Newtowne. 

veras    Lloyd  Yaughan,   genosi,  Edwardus  Lloyd  et   Oliverus 

Coronatores,  Dne.  Eegne,  Com.  Lloyd,^  ap  DD.  gen*osi,  Balli  de 

p'd.  Pola. 

Howellus  ap  Richard,  ar.,  Bs-  Owinus  ap  Hugh    Lloyd    et 

caetor,  Dne.  Regne.  Gruflfinus  ap  Hughe,  DD.  de  Pke, 

gen'osi,  Balli  de  Llanvillinge. 

Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships. 

Jenkinus  Lloyd,  ar..  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Dmi. 
sui  de  Aroustley  IJchoed,  etc. 

Edwardus  Price,  gen..  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Dmi. 
sui  de  Kevylioge. 


^  Thomas  Owen  "senriens  ad  legem/'  better  known  as  Judge  Owen,  in  the 

31  Eliz.,  farmed  the  manors  of  Arwystli  and  Cefeiliog  under  lease  from  th» 
crown.  About  the  same  time  he  purchased  the  estate  of  Coudover  from  the 
family  of  Yyner,  and  made  it  the  residence  of  his  son  Boger.  Thomas  Owen 
was  a  native  of  Shrewshury,  son  of  Bichard  Owen,  and  Mary,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Thomas  Otteley  of  Shrewsbury.  Blakeway  {HU.  of  Bhrewabwry, 
vol.  i.  p.  379)  says  that  he  was  made  Queen's  seijeant  in  1593.  He  is,  how- 
ever, styled  "  serviens  elect''  in  the  file  31  EUz.  1588,  a  judge  of  the  common 
pleas  in  1594;  died  1598,  this  year,  and  has  a  monument  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  Boger  Owen,  Thomas  Owen,  and  Richard  Owen,  sons  of  Thomas 
Owen,  "  Servien  ad  legem/'  had  a  grant  or  lease  of  the  manors  of  Arwystli 
and  Ceveiliog  for  three  lives  in  the  32  Eliz.  (see  "  Misoellanea  Historica," 

32  Eliz.).  Thomas  Owen,  the  son  of  Jud^e  Owen,  is  probably  he  who  appears 
on  the  roll  of  magistratets  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

'  The  first  appeai*ance  of  David  Lloyd  of  Pool,  and  Moel-y-Qarth,  on  the 
roll  of  magistrates.  He  had  been  forester  of  the  county  from  the  34  Eliz. 
(see  notes  under  34  Eliz.),  an  office  which  he  held,  according  to  the  files, 
until  the  3  James  I,  in  which  year,  on  the  2nd  Sept.,  at  the  assizes  held 
at  Montgomery,  he  appears  as  second  juror  on  the  second  jury  of  Inquisition. 
He  was  the  father  of  Sir  Charles  Lloyd,  the  first  baronet  of  Moel-y-Garth,  in 
the  parish  of  Guilsfield  (Burke's  Dormant  Baronetage). 

.'  Nicholas  Herbert,  mayor  of  Caersws,  was  the  sixth  son  of  William  Her- 
bert (ap  Sir  Bichard  Herbert,  Knight,  of  Montgomery),  sheriff  in  1547  and 
1569,  and  younger  brother  of  Bichard  Herbert  of  Parke,  sheriff  in  1584  (see 
Mont.  Col.,  vol.  ii,  p.  396). 

^  Edward  Lloyd  was  tne  younger  brother  of  Jenkin  Lloyd  of  BerthUwyd,. 
sheriff  in  1588  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  317). 

^  Oliver  Lloyd  was  the  only  son  of  David  Lloyd  (second  son  of  Bobert 
Lloyd,  fourth  son  of  David  Lloyd  of  Marrington  and  Havodwen)  by  his  wife 
MaUt,  daughter  of  John  ap  Meredith  ap  Bhys  of  Qlanmeheli,  in  the  parish  of 
Kerry  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  pp.  276  and  315^,  and  aunt  of  Edward  Price  of 
Glanmeheli,  sheriff  in  1614  (see  "Elystan  Glodrudd  Key  Chart,"  Mont.  Col.^ 
vol.  ii,  p.  399). 
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Herbertas  Crofte,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.    Dne.  Regine,  Domii  em  de 
Kerry,  Kedewen,  Honntgom*  et  alibi. 

Willim's  Leighton,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Bromley,  milit.,  Dmi. 
sni  de  Dejthor. 
^       Bicos  Harbert,  ar.  de  Mountgom'y,  Cap.  Sen.  Dne.,  Marie  Her- 
'  bert,  vidne,  Baronii  sni  de  Powys. 

Reginaldna  Williams,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Edwardo  Hnssey,  ar,,  DmL 
sni  de  Neythergorther. 

Gilbertns  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Pnrcell,  ar.,  Dmi.  sni  de 
Ovorgorther  et  Teirtreff. 

Gilbertns  Jones,  ar..  Cap.  Sen.,  Thome  Leighton,  ar.,  Dmi.  sni  de 
Balseley. 

Willi'mns  Penryn,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Bogero  Kenaston,  ar.,  DmL 
de  Dynas. 

Stephanns  Lloyd,  gen..  Ball.  Hand,  de  Monntgom'y* 

Magn.  Jur.  ad  Inquirend,     Orand  Jury. 

Carolns  Lloyd  de  Leighton,  ar.  Lodowicns  ap  M'edd  de  Kelli- 

Moricins  Owen,  ar.  (Bhiwsae-  ber  issa,  gen. 

son).  Thomas  Lin  gen  de  Bettns,  gen. 

Edr'ns  Herbert  deKemy 8,  gen.  Bicns  ap  Howell  ap  Owen  de 

Howellns  ap  Richard  de  Hurd-  Tregonnen,  gen. 

ley,  gen.  Jeun  ap  Mores  ap  Owen  de 

Johes    ap    Bobert    Lloyd   de  Berrievve,  gen. 

Llanvechan,  gen.  Moricins  ap  Reginald  de  Llan- 

Willi'mns   Lloyd  de   Glynne,  dnssell,  gen, 

gen.  David   ap   Owen    ap   Howell 

M'edd  ap  Owen  de  Keele,  gen.  Goch,  gen. 

Moricins  ap  John  ap  Jenn  Thomas  DD.deManavon,^  gen. 
Lloyd  de  Kerry,  gen. 

Noia  Jur,  ad  inquirend.  p'  scda. 

Jenkinns  Lloyd,  ar.  Matheus  Morris  de  Comerle(?), 

Edr'ns  Harberte  de  Treveglis,  gen. 
gen.  Rog'ns  Lloyd  de  Rhandir,  gen. 

Ric'ds    Derwas    de    Penrhyn         Ricns  ap   Hnghe   de  church- 

Vechan,  gen.  stocke,  gen. 

David  Powell  de  Weston  Mad-  Johis  Willi'ms  de  Keele,  gen, 
dock,  gen.*  Owen  ap  Thomas  de  Llanidlos, 

Ricns  Price  de  Berriewe,  gen.  gen. 

Rob*tns  ap  Oliver  de  Kenhin-        Jenn  ap  Richard  de  Domgaye, 

va,  gen.  gen. 

^  Of  Llanwyddelan.  See  bis  pedigree  in  Lewys  Dwmij  VisUcMons,  voL  i, 
p.  308. 

'  David  Powell  of  Weeton  was  the  son  of  Lewis  ap  Howell,  or  Powell,  by 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Meredith  ap  John  (of  Glanmeheli)  ap  Meredith  ap 
Bees  ap  David  Lloyd  of  Newtown.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward 
Herbert,  Sheriff  in  1557  and  1568,  son  of  Sir  Bichard  Herbert,  Knight,  of 
Montgomery  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  ii,  p.  831,  and  "Elystan  Glodrudd  Key 
Chart,"  Mont  Col.  vol.  ii,  p.  899). 
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Bob'tas  ap  DD.  do  Hope,  gen.         Bob'tns  ap  Jean  ap  John  ap 

M'dd  de  Mynavon,  gen. 

Noia  Jur,  inter  D*nwm  Beginam  et  prison,  ad  Barr^  41  Eliz, 

HngoPugbedeMachinlleth,ar.  DD.  Lloid  ap  DD.  ap  M'edd 

Bicus  Lloyd  de   Haverhaves,  de  Llanwothyn,  gen. 

gen.  David  ap  Richard  de  Melling- 

Thomas  Griffith  de  Pencastell,  ton,  gen. 

gen.  Evanus  Blayney  de  Berriewe, 

Bicns  ap  Howell  de  Llanwon-  gen. 

age,*  gen.  Evanus  ap  David  ap  Howell 

Bicus  ap  Howell  ap  Owen  de  de  Llanvayre. 

Tregynon,  gen.  John  Pyrs  de  Gyngroge,  yom. 

On  a  Jury,     Biceus  ap  John  DD,  Lloid  de  Qayer,  gen, 
Generalis  Session,  apud  Montgom^y,  41  Eliz. 
Names  on  Juries  at  the  same. 
Willimus  Vavasor    de    New-         Thomas  Lloyd  ap  Edmund  de 
iowne,  gen.  Sylvaine,  gen. 

Edward  Herbert  de  Kernes,  Johes  ap  Bees  ap  Griffith  de 
gen.  Garthmill,  gen. 

Gruffinus  ap  Bobert  Lloyd  de  Thomas  ap  Bees  Wyn  de  Ma- 
Llanvechan,  gen.  navon,  gen. 

Miscellanea  Histobica,  42  Eliz. 

Apud  Polam,  xxij  die  Septemhris,  Anno  regni  Begine  Elizabeth 
nre  qtiadragesimo  secudo,  coram  David  Lloyd^  ar,,  uno  Jusiic,  dee, 
dome  Begine  adpacem  in  com,  p^d,  {^Montgomery), 

The  examinations  and  sayings  of  certene  p^sones  suspected  to  be 
outlawed  and  to  have  commytted  divers  felonies,  burglaries  and 
murthers,  taken  at  my  bowse  of  Lloidiarthe,  in  the  countie  of 
Mountgomery,  upon  the  xxvth  day  of  September,  in  the  xlij  yeare 
of  Her  M'ties  Kaigne,  before  me,  Owen  Vaughan,  one  of  Her 
Ma'ties  Justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  countie.  Signed  Owen 
Yaughan. 

"Apud  Maesmawr,  24  May,  42  Eliz.,  coram  Gruffino  Lloyd, 
David  Lloyd  et  Carolo  Lloyd,  armigeri,  jastic.  ad  Pacem  com.  p'd. 
ven't  Bobert  Williams  de  Crygion,  gen'os,"  as  w^itness  against 
William  Meredith  of  Crygion,*  for  uttering  of  certain  inconvenient 


'  Bichard  Powell  was  the  son  of  Howell  ap  David  by  his  wife  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Meredith  ap  John  ap  Meredith  ap  Bees  ap  David  Lloyd  (New- 
town). He  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Cadwallader  ap  David  ap  GwilUm  of 
Ceven  Coch  by  whom  he  had  Maurice  Powell  of  Llanbrynmair  (Lewys  Dwnn, 
vol.  i,  p.  306). 

»  William  Meredith,  of  Crigion,  in  the  parish  of  Alberbury,  ap  David  ap 
Beynold  ap  Deio  of  Crigion,  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Griffith,  ap  Bichaid 
ap  Biohard  Waring,  of  Ford,  near  Shrewsbury.    His  mother,  Anne,  was  a 
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words  of  Her  Ma'ties  most  reall  p'son,  tending  to  treason  or 
felony." 

A  deposition.  "Apnd  Polam,  23  Oct.,  42  Eliz.,  cora  Hagoni 
Lloyd,  ar.  vie,  com.  pred.,  John'e  Price,  ar.,  et  Jenkino  Lloyd,  ar. 
Signed  "  Hugh  Lloyd,"  sheriff. 

A  deposition.  '^Apud  Rhywsayssone,  5  Dec.,  42  Eliz.,  coram 
Mores  Owen,  Esqaier,  one  of  the  Justices,"  etc. 

Miscellanea  Historica,  43  Eliz. 

Magna  Session,  tent  apud  Polam^  11  Oct.j  43  Eliz,     Summons 
thereto  endorsed,  "  Charles  Lloyd"  Ar,  Vic, 

The  vellum  roll  of  magistrates  is  destroyed  and  illegible  to 
Thomas     Wynne,^      ar.      (of        Carolus  Herbert,^  ar.  (Aston). 

Garth).  Gilbertns  Jones,'  ar.  (Welsh- 

William   Penryn,    ar.    (Rhys-     pool). 

nant).  Morganns  Glynne,*  ar.  (Glynn 

Johes  Owen  de  Machynlleth,  ar.     Clywedog) . 
David   Lloyd,   ar.    (Pool   and 

Moel-y-Garth). 

David   Lloyd  ap   Me*dd  et   Oliverus   Lloyd  Yanghan,  gen^osi, 

Goronat.  Dne.  Regine. 

Ricus  Yanghan,  ar.,  Escaetor,  Dne.  Regine. 

Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships, 

Jenkinus  Lloyd,  ar.,  Capitalis  Sen.,  Henrico  Townshend,  ar., 
Domii  sui  de  Amstley  Uchcoed  Iscoyd  et  Classe. 

Edward  as  Price,  gen..  Cap.  Sen.,  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Dom. 
sui  de  Kevelioge. 

(Ex't.)  Herbertus  Croft,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.,  Dne.  Regni,  Dpmii  soi  de 
Kery,  Kedewen,  Mountgom'y  et.cdibi. 

Ricus  Herbert  et  Gilbertns  Jones,  armigeri.  Cap.  Sen.,  Dme. 
Marie  Herbert,  vid.  domii  sui  de  Powys. 

daughter  of  Bobert  Bentley,  son  of  Humphrey  Bentley  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol,  i, 
p.  307). 

^  This  is  the  first  appearance  of  Thomas  Wynn  of  Garth,  in  the  parish  of 
Gailsfield,  on  the  roll  of  magistrates.  See  note  "  Miscellanea  Historical" 
86  Eliz. 

'  The  first  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Charles  Herbert  of 
Aston/  fourth  son  of  Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery,  sheriff  in  1557  and 
1568,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Matthew  Price  of  Newtown,  sheriff 
in  1548.    Charles  Herbert  of  Aston  was  sheriff  in  1608. 

3  First  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Gilbert  Jones,  barrister-at- 
law,  of  Welshpool.  He  was  chief  steward  of  the  manor  of  Bausley  to  Sir 
Edward  Leighton,  Knight,  and  to  his  son  Thomas  Leighton,  in  the  38  Eliz., 
of  Over?orther  and  Tiertrof  to  Thomas  Pnrcell,  and  of  Nethergorther  to 
Beginald  Williams.    See  note  "  Miscellanea  Historica,"  33  Eliz. 

*  The  first  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Morgan  Glynne  of 
Glynn  Clywedog,  in  the  parish  of  Llanidloes.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of 
John  Pngh  of  Mathavam,  by  whom  he  had,  with  other  issue,  E^an  Glynne 
of  Glynne,  sheriff  in  1628. 
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Willim's  Leighton,  ar.,  Gap.  Sen.  Henrici  Bromley,  milit.  Domii 
Bui  de  Deythur. 

Gilbertas  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Thome  Porcell,  ar.,  domii  sni  de 
Overgorther  et  teyrfcref. 

Willim's  Penryn,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Rogero  Kynaston,  ar.,  dom.  sni 
de  Dynas. 

Johes  Reginaldns,^  gen'os,  Cap.  Sen.  Edwardo  Scryven,  Bic'o 
Leighton,  et  Morgano  Bronghton,  armigeris,  Domii  saor.  de  Balseley. 

Moricius  Owen,  ar.,  maior  de  Rowlandns  Williams  et  Ma- 
liachenlleth.  theas   Jones,   gen'osi,    Balli   de 

Lodowicns  Gwyn,  gen.,  maior     Pola. 
de  Llanydlos.  Willi'm  Yangban  et  Riens  ap 

Jenn  ap  Mores,  gen.,  maior  de  Hugh  Parry,  gen'osi,  Balli  de 
Caersons.  Llanvillinge. 

Mathens  Price  et  Ffranciscns  David  Lloyd,  ar.,  Fforestar, 
Thorn,  gen'osi,  Balli  de  New-  Dne.  Regine  forest,  sois  de 
towne.  Llanllochaim,  etc. 

Magn,  Jur.  ad  inquirend,  (^Grandjury). 

Edwardus  Price  do  Vaynor,  ar.  Owinus  Edwards  de  Colfryn,^ 

Rowlandns  Pngh  de  Kernes,^  gen. 

gen.  Howellns  ap  Richard  de  Hurd- 

Ricns  Bemmond  de   Bachel-  ley,  gen. 

dre,  gen.  Thomas   Tannat   de    Coydta- 

M'edd  ap  Owen  de  Kele,  gen.  logo,*  gen. 

Rogeros  Lloyd   de   Rhandyr, 
gen. 

^  John  Beignaldas^  or  Beynolds,  was  probably  of  Treweme,  the  brother  of 
EdwarduB  ap  David  (or  Davies)  of  Treweme,  who  appears  on  grand  and 
other  juries  from  the  35  Eliz.,  to  the  close  of  the  reign  or  James  I.  Reynold 
and  Edward  Davies  of  Treweme,  were  the  sons  of  Reynold  (brother  of  Edward 
Daviee,  the  barrister,  and  chief  steward  of  Bansley  to  Sir  Edward  Leighton 
to  the  year  of  his  death,  in  the  31  EUz.)  ap  David  ap  leuan  ap  William  ap 
David,  foorth  in  descent  from  Celynin  of  Llwydiarth.  John  Reignaldus  pro- 
bably sucoeeded  his  uncle,  Edward  Davies,  in  the  stewardship  of  Bansley 
(Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  307).  Edward  Scriven  was  lord  of  the  manors  of 
Frodesley,  in  the  county  of  Salop.  Edward  Scriven  in  1606,  and  Reginald, 
his  brother,  mortgaged  a  portion  of  the  manor  of  Longnor  to  Thomas  Harries 
of  Salop ;  the  latter  transferred  in  1606  to  Richard  More  of  Linley,  and  in 
1607  the  said  Thomas  Harries  and  Richard  More  transferred  the  same  to 
IB^cbfml  Leighton  of  Gwemygo,  sheriff  of  Montgometyshire  in  1599  (Duke's 
Ant.  of  ahropshire,  p.  296). 

<  Roland  Pugh  (ap  Richard,  third  son,  ap  Hugh  of  Mathavam,  ap  Evan) 
of  Dolycorslwyn,  in  the  parish  of  Cemmes  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  271). 

*  Owen  Edwards  of  Colliryn,  in  the  parish  of  Llansaintffraid  and  hundred 
of  Deythur,  was  descended  from  David  Llwch,  a  chieftain  seated  at  Halchdyn 
in  Deythur.  His  arms  were  az.  3  sea  gulls,  arg.  He  was  the  son  of  Edw^d 
ap  David  ap  Griffith  ap  Madoc,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Je£Erey 
Tanat,  called  also  JeflBrey  Kyffin,  third  son  of  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan  of  Aber- 
tanat,  and  brother  of  Thomas  Tanat  of  Abertanat,  sheriff  in  1570  (Lewys 
Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  279). 

*  Thomas  Tanat  of  Coedtalog,  in  the  parish  of  Llanerfyl,  styled  of  "  Llan- 
yrviU,"  27  Eliz.  ("Miscel.  His.")  was  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Tanat  of 
Abertanat,  sheriff  in  1570  (Vis.  Salop,  Harl.  M8.,  1241,  fo.  154,  1396,  fo.  3016. 
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Jeun  ap  Mores  ap  Jeun,^  DD. 
ap  Hoell  de  Llanwonog,  gen. 

David  ap   Roger  de    Byrge- 
dinge,  gen. 

David  Jones  de  Llanwothyn, 
gen. 

Hugo  ap  Hnmffrey  de  Crng- 
gion,  gen. 

Bicus   Howells  de   trelydan,* 
gen. 

Scde  Jur, 


Bob'tua  Lloyd  de  Bryngwyn, 
gen. 

Thomas  ap  Bees  DD.  ap 
Ithell,'  gen.  (Ystymeolwyn). 

Reginaldus  fiPranncis  de  Tre- 
werne,  gen. 

Kicns  ap  John  jip  Edward,  gen. 

Moris  Harbert  de  Llandnssell, 
gen. 


Moricius  Owen,  ar.  (Rhiwsae- 
son). 

David  Powell  de  Weston,  gen. 

Thomas  Lloyd  de  Syl vayn,  gen. 

Edwardns  Wyn  de  Llanwo- 
thyn,  gen. 

Johes  Lingen  de  Llandynyn, 
gen. 

Homffrey  Griffiths  de  Mayne, 
gen.,  interlined. 

Bogerns  Price  de  Ackley,  gen. 

DD.  ap  John  ap  Jeun  Gwyn 


David  ap  Boger  de  Hope,  gen. 

Oliverus  Lloyd  ap  David  de 
Pola,*  gen. 

Jeun  ap  Bichard  de  Deythur, 
gen. 

Johes  ap  Hoell  Redo,  gen. 

Jeun  David  ap  Lin  de  Llan- 
vayre,  gen. 

Henricus  ap  Hughe. 

Moricius  ap  Begnald. 

Thomas  ap  Owen  de  Brony- 
arth. 

Bichard  ap  Hugh  ap  Harry  de 
Llanvilling,  gen. 


de  Byrgedinge,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  Mores  ap  John  de 
Llanwothyn,  gen. 

The  following  names  occur  at  "  General  Session,  tent,*'  apud  Polanij 
11  June,  43  Eliz,     Jur,  Mgna.*' 

"  Bicus  Penryn  de  Penryn,  gen. ;  Owen  ap  Jeun  Lloyd  de  Tref- 
nanney,  gen. ;  Willi'ms  ap  John  ap  Bes  de  Myvod,  gen. ;  Johe^  ap 
Bob't  ap  Jeun  ap  Owen  de  Llanvayre,  gen. ;  Henricus  ap  Roger  de 
Garth,  gen. ;  Bob*tus  DD.  Lloyd  de  Llanvechan,  gen. ;  Johes  ap 
Owen  DD.  Lloyd  de  Llanvair,  gen. ;  Johes  ap  Boger  de  Trefnanney, 
gen. ;  Mer'edd  Lloyd  de  Brenelen,  gen. ;  DD.  ap  Jeun  ap  hoell  ap 
DD.  de  Brynelle,  gen." 

"  Apud  Polam,  20  July,  43  Eliz.,  coram  Gruffino  Lloyd  et  David 


1  Evan  ap  Maurice  ap  Evan  ap  David  ap  Howell  of  Llan?mog,  married 
Florence,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lloyd,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  two  daughters;  the  younger,  Catherine,  married  Bees  &p  Thomas  Lloyd 
of  Llangurig  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  305). 

2  Bichard  ap  Howell  (ap  Humphrey  ap  Thomas  Vaughan  of  Meivod, 
descended  from  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan,  Knight  Bann't )  of  Trelydan,  in  the 
parish  of  Quilsfield,  had  a  son  Humphrey,  who  married  Jane,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Mytton  of  Pont  ys  Co  wry  d  {Harl.  MS.,  1936). 

'  His  father,  "  Bes  ap  DD.  ap  Ithell,"  appears  as  seventh  on  the  grand 
jury  at  the  assizes  3  Eliz.,  and  Thomas  ap  Bees  himself,  on  the  second  jniy 
of  Inquisition  at  the  assizes  held  at  Pool,  7th  Oct.,  25  Eliz.  (see  note  "  Jffisoel. 
His."  36  Eliz.) 

*  See  '*  Miscel.  His."  41  Eliz.,  and  note. 
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Lloyd,  armigeri,  dnobs  Jnstic.  ad  pacem,  etc.,  venemiit  leaan  ap 
John  ap  leiian  Llojd  de  Llanachowchwell,  gen'os,  et  Johes  ap 
Robert  de  Kyvronydd,  in  com.  pred.  gen'os." 

Miscellanea  Histobica,  44  Eliz. 

Magn.  Semotij  tent  cupud  Polam^  26  /uZy,  44  Eliz. 

Thomas  Jnckes,  ar.  vie. 

Noia  offic.  et  justic  jpacisy  com,  p^d, 

Thomas  Egerton,  miles,  Dns.         Ricus   Leighton,    ar.    (Gwer- 
Cnstod.  Magn.  Sigilli  Angl.  nygo). 

Thomas,   Dns.   Bnckehursce,^         Moricius  Owen,  ar.  (Rhiwsae- 
Dns.  Thesanr.  Angl.  son). 

Edrus,  Dns.  Stafford.  Riceus     Tannat,    ar.     (Aber- 

Ricns  Lewknor,  miles,  Jnstic,    tanat). 
Dne.  Regine  Com.  Cester.  Jenkin     Lloyd,     ar.     (Berth- 

Henriens  Towneshend,  ar.,  alt    llwyd). 
Jnstic,  Dne.  Regno  Com.  p'd.  Grnffinus    Lloyd,   ar.    (Maes- 

Willims  Leighton,  ar.  (Plash),     mawr). 

Ricns  Bronghton,  ar.  (Brongh-  Charolus  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leigh- 
ton) ton). 

Willi'ms  Herbert,  ar.  (Powys         Thomas  Wynne,  ar.  (Carth). 
Castle).  Willim    Penryn,    ar.    (Rhys- 

Johes  Hanmer,  ar.  nant). 

Ricns  Poyner,  ar.  Johes  Owen  de  Machanlleth, 

'^  Owinns  Yanghan,  ar.  (Llwy-     ar. 
diarth).  David   Lloyd,   ar.   (Pool   and 

Ricns  Herbert  de  Parke,  ar.        Moel-y- Garth). 

Rogerns  Kynastop,  ar.  (Dynas  Charolus  Herbert,  ar.  (Aston), 
and  Hordley).  Gilbertas  Jones,  ar,  (Pool). 

Edms  Pryce  de  Vaynor,  ar.  Morgan  Glynne,  ar.  (Glynne). 

Mathens    Herb*t,    ar.    (Dole- 
gnog). 

Same  Coroners, 
Willim  Evans,  ar.  Escaetor. 
Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships, 

Jenkin  Lloyd,  ar.,  Deputat.  Senl.  Henrico  Townshend,  ar.,  Domi 
sni  de  Amstley,  etc. 

Rowland  Pugh,^  gen..  Cap.  Sen.  Henrico  Townshend,  domi  sui  de 
Keveliogge. 

1  Sir  Thomas  Sackville,  knighted  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  the  presence 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  8th  June,  1567,  9  £liz.,  and  the  same  day  created  Lord 
Buckhurst.  He  was  Lord  Hi^  Treasurer  under  Elizabeth  and  James  I,  and 
advanced  to  the  Earldom  of  Dorset  in  1604. 

>  Rowland  Pugh  of  Mathavam,  sheriff  in  1609  and  1626,  was  the  son  of 
Bichard  Pugh  of  Mathavam  (ap  Rowland  ap  John  ap  Hugh  ap  Evan  of 
Hatha vam).  Rowland  Pugh  married  Elizabeth*  daughter  of  Sur  Richard 
Price,  of  Gogerddan,  Knight,  and  secondly,  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Lewis, 
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Herbert  Croffc,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Dme.  Begne  Doma  sue  de  Kerry, 
Kedewen,  Moantgom'y  et  alibi. 

Bicus  Herbert,  ar.,  et  Gilbertus  Jones,  ar..  Cap.  Sen«  Dne.  Marie 
Herbert,  vid.  Baronii  sue  de  Powjs. 

Gilbert  Jones,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Tbome  Porcell,  ar.,  domi  sni  de 
Overgorther  et  Tyrtreff. 

Wnii'mus  Penrjn,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.  Bogero  Kjnaston,  dom.  sni  de 
Dynas. 

Jobn  Beynolds,  gen..  Cap.  Sen.  Edro  Scryven,  Bico  Leighton  et 
Morgano  Bronghton,  armigeris,  domi  sni  de  Bansiley. 

Moricins  Owen,  ar.,  maior  de     Hngb  ap  Mores,  gen'osi,  Balli  de 
Machynlleth.  Newtowne. 

Lodowicns      Gwynne,      gen.,         David  Lloyd  ap  M'edd  et  Gre- 
maior  de  Llanydlos.  nissa  (?)  Calcott,  geno'si,  Balli 

leuan  ap  Mores,  gen.,  maior  de    de  Llanyillinge. 
Carsons.  Bob'tus  Brownsworde  et  Mor- 

Petrns  Williams   et  Mathens    gann  Mores,    geno'si,   Balli  de 
Jones,  gen'osi,  Balli  de  Pola.  Mountgom'y. 

Charolns  Price  et    Johes  ap         David    Lloyd,    ar.,    Forestar, 

Dne.  Begne  Com.  p'd. 

Jur.  Magn,  Inquis.  {Grand  Jury). 
Edms  Pryce  de  Vaynor,  ar.  David  ap  Hoell  Goch  de  bryth- 

Edrus   Owen  de  Bhusayson,^     dyre,  gen. 


gen. 

Bicns  Derwas  de  Deytlmr,  gen. 

Thomas  Lloyd  de  Sylvayne, 
gen. 

Biceos  Jones  de  Garthmyle, 
gen. 

Henricns  ap  Boger  de  Garth, 
gen. 

Owinns  Purcell  de  Fforden, 
gen. 

Bob'tns  David  de  Hope,  gen. 

On  Juries. 
Georgius  Whittingham  de  Fforden,^  gen. 


Bicns  ap  John  ap  Edward  de 
Church stocke,  gen. 

Gruff  ap  Hugh  DD.  ap  John 


de  Llanvillinge,  gen. 

Jeun  ap  David  ap  Hoell  ap 
John  de  Llanvayre,  gen. 

Bobertus  ap  Oliv'  de  Hangy- 
nowe,  gen. 

Thomas  David  de  Manavon, 
gen. 


of  Coedmore,  by  whom  he  had  John  Pagh  of  Mathavam  (Lewys  Dvrnn, 
vol.  i^  p.  296).  He  was  a  barrister  and  a  member  of  the  Inner  Temple  in 
1598. 

1  Edward  Owen  was  the  second  son  of  Bichard  Maurice,  sheriff  in  1579, 
and  the  brother  of  Morris  Owen  of  Bhiwsaeson,  sheriff  in  1612  (Lewys 
Dwnn,  vol.  i^p.  298). 

3  George  Whittingham  was  of  Little  Hem.  He  was  the  father  of  John 
Whittingham,  steward  to  Edward  Purcell  for  his  manor  of  OVergorther,  and 
on  the  roll  of  magistrates  at  the  Assizes  held  at  Pool,  16th  Oct.,  14  Chas.  II 
and  16  Chas.  II.  "Johes  Whittinghame  de  Little  Hemme,  ar.*'  appears  on  a 
jurylist,  10th  Oct.,  1661.  George  Whittingham  above  was  probably  a  brother 
of  William  Whittingham,  coroner  for  the  coanty  from  the  34-38  Eliz. 
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Theophilas  Lloyd  de  Leigh-  Katherina,  ax.  Oeorgio  Evans, 
ton,^  gen. 

Apnd  Qwemego,  11  Oct.,  44  Eliz.  Deposition  taken  before 
Richard  Leighton,  Esq.,  one  of  the  jastioes  of  the  peace,  etc. 

Apnd  Hope,  11  Sep.,  44  Eliz.,  coram  Roger  Kynaston,  Garolo 
Lloid  et  David  Lloid,  armigeri,  tribs  Jostic  pacis,  etc. 

David  Llojd  de  Pola,  ar.,  on  a  jury. 

Miscellanea  Histobica,  3  James  I. 

Magna  Sessio.  tent  apud  Mountgom.^  2  /Sep.,  3  Jam.  L 

Edrus  Herbert,^  miles,  vie. 

Noia.  Ojfflc,  Dei.  Regis  com.  p'd,     Noia  Justic,  pacts,  diet.  Regis 

com,  p^d, 
Thomas,  Dns.  Ealsmere,  Can-     diet.  Dni.  Regis  Gestr.  et  Jostic 
cell.  Angl.  Magn.  sess.  Com.  p'd. 

Thomas,  Comes  Dorsett,^  The-  Henricus  Towneshend,  Mil., 
Banrs.  Angl.  alter  Justic  session  p'd. 

Edms,     Dns.     Zonch,     Dns.         Willimns       Herbert,       miles 
P'sidens  consil.  Dni.  Regis,  infra     (Powys  Castle). 
p*incipalitat.  et  Wall.  Edrns  Herbert,  miles  (Mont- 

Ricns  Ep'ns,  Assaphen.  gomery  Castle). 

Ricns  Lewkenor.  miles,  Jnstic         Ricos  Price,^  miles  (interlined) 

(Aberbechan). 

*  Theophilus  Lloyd  married  Catherine  {Earl.  MS,,  1982 ),  daughter  of  Oliver 
Lloyd  of  Leighton,  by  Blanche,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Charles  Herbert, 
Knight,  of  Troy,  Monmouthshire,  by  whom  he  had  Charles  Lloyd,  who 
married  Joyce,  fourth  daughter  of  John  Price  of  Newtown,  sheriff  in  1566 
and  1586,  and  widow  of  James  Matthews  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  315). 
Charles  Lloyd  and  Joyce  (buried  at  Forden,  25th  June,  1655)  had  issue 
Bennett  Lloyd,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Bichard  Hussey,  Knight 
of  Crigion ;  Margaret,  who  married  Bichard  Gkkrbett  of  Cletterwood,  in  the 
parish  of  Buttington;  Anne,  who  married  Michael  (?)  (Harl,  MS,  1926) 
Middleton  ap  Bowlimd  Middleton  of  Middleton,  in  the  parish  of  Chirbury; 
"  Margaret  ye  younger,"  who  married  David  (?)  (Harl.  MS.,  1936),  brother  of 
Edward  Purcell  of  (Wropton)  Nantcribba,  sheriff  in  1625,  and  Elizabeth 
(probably  their  eldest  child)  Lloyd  of  "Nantcribba,"  as  she  is  styled  in  her 
will  at  Hereford,  dated  17th  April,  1663,  wherein  she  mentions  her  "brother 
Mr.  Bennett  Lloyd."  Theophilus  Lloyd  was. sixth  in  descent  from  Sir 
Griffith  Vanghan,  Knight  Bann't.  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  276,  and  Jlfon^. 
Col,,  vol.  ii,  pp.  427-8). 

'  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  knight,  and  sheriff  for  this  year,  the  eldest  son  of 
Bichard  Herbert  of  Montgomery,  by  Magdalen,  daughter  of  Sir  Bichard  New- 
port, knight,  of  High  Ercall,  was  bom  at  Montgomery  Castle,  and  became  a 
eenUeman  coroner  of  University  College,  Oxford,  in  1595,  at  the  age  of  14  years. 
He  was  created  by  letters  patent  Lord  Herbert  of  Castle  Island,  31st  Decem- 
ber, 22  James  I,  and  Lord  Herbert  of  Chirbuiy,  in  the  county  Salop,  7th  May» 
6  Charles  I  (Collins'  Peerage,  under  "  Herbert  Earl  of  Powys,"  E<L  1756). 

s  See  note  44  Eliz. 
'    *  Sir  Bichard  Price,  knight,  of  Gogerddan  and  Aberbechan,  must  have 
recently  attained  that  distinction,  as  he  appeared  the  last  time  on  our  rolls 
(41  Eliz.)  as  "Bicus  Price,  Ar." 
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Thomas  Hanmer,  miles.  Jenkinns    Lloyd,  ar.    (Bertli- 

Willimus  Leighton,  ar.  (Plash),     llwyd). 

Owinns  Yanghan,  ar.  (Llwy-  Gruffinos  Lloyd,*  ar.  (Maes- 
dearth),  mawr). 

Bicns  Broaghton,  ar.  (Brongh-  Thomas  Jackes,  ar.  (Butting- 
ton).  ton). 

Reginaldus  Williams,  ar.  ( Wil-  Carolus  Lloyd,  ar.  (Leighton). 
laston).  Willimus  Penryn,  ar.  (Rhys- 

Rogems  Kenaston,^  ar.  (Dynas    nant). 
and  Hordley).  Thomas  Wynne,  ar.  (Garth). 

Ricns  Leighton,  ar.  (Gwer-  David  Lloyd,*  ar.  (Pool  and 
nygo).  Hope). 

Matheus    Herbert,    ar.    (Dol-         Carolus  Herbert,  ar.  (Aston), 
guog).  Gilbertus  Jones,  ar.  (Pool). 

Moricius  Owen,  ar.  (Rhiw-  Morganus  Glynne,  ar.  (Glynn), 
saeson). 

David  Lloyd  M*edd  et  Oliverus  Lloyd  Vaughan,  gen'osi  Coronat. 
Dni  Regis  Com.  p.d. 

Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships, 

Jenkinus  Lloyd,  ar.,  sen.  Henrici  Townshend,  Mil.  domi  sui  de 
Arustley. 

Rowlandus  Pugh,  gen.,  Senescall,  Henrici  Townshend,  Mil.  domii 
sui  de  Keveliogge. 

Herbertus  Croft,  Miles,  Capital.  Senescall.  dni.  Regis  dmii  sui  de 
Kerry,  Kedewen,  et  Halceter. 

Johes  Herbert,  ar.  Senescall  Dne  Marie  Herbert  vid.  Dni.  sui  de 
Powies. 

Willimus  Leighton,  ar.,  Senescall.  ffrancisci*  Newport  Mil.  Dni. 
sui  de  Deythur. 

1  Boger  Kynaston's  interest  in  Montgomeryshire  lay  in  the  manors  of 
Plas  7  Dynas  and  Treweme,  which  Edward  Qrey  conveyed  to  his  father, 
Edward  Kynaston,  in  1568.  Edward  Kynaston  was  on  the  roll  of  magis- 
trates for  the  county  in  the  32-38  of  Henry  YIII,  and  foreman  of  the  hundred 
jury  at  the  Assizes  held  at  Montgomery,  by  Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  knight.  Chief 
Justice  of  Chester,  17th  July,  34  Hen.  VIII. 

^  The  last  appearance  on  the  roll  of  magistrates  of  Griffith  Lloyd  of  Maes- 
mawr,  sheriff  in  1581.  By  his  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Wynn 
of  Garth,  in  the  parish  of  Guilsfield,  and  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Herbert,  knight  {Cedwyn  MS.  p.  58),  he  had  an  only  daughter  and  heiress, 
Elizabeth  Lloyd,  who  married  Edward  Piers  of  Cressage,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  and  was  the  mother  of  Lloyd  Piers  of  Maesmawr,  sheriff  in  1G37. 
Elizabeth  Lloyd's  marriage  and  death  are  both  thus  recorded  in  the  Guihfield 
Register,  "  1580,  Edwardus  Piers  et  Kiizabeth  vh  Griffith  Lloyd  armigeri, 
fuer't  matrimonio,  xyj  die  Julii,  An'o  p'd."  "  1622,  Elizabetha  Peers,  vidua 
de  Maesmawr  sepult.  fuit  nono  die  Juhi  An'o  p'd." 

3  David  Lloyd  appears  for  the  last  time,  this  year,  on  the  roll  of  magis- 
trates, as  forester  for  the  king,  and  as  second  jui*or  on  the  second  jury  of  in- 
quisition ;  and  for  the  last  time,  in  any  capacity,  in  the  sheriff's  files.  His 
son  Charles  Lloyd  of  Moel  y  Garth,  in  Guilsfield,  was  on  the  roll  of  magistrates 
in  the  23  Charles  I,  and  was  created  a  Baronet  at  the  Restoration  (see  note 
"  Miscellanea  Historica,"  34  Eliz.). 

*  On  March  the  I7th,  this  year,  1606,  King  James  I  wrote  to  Sir  Francis 
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Gylbertus  Jones,  ar.,  Senescallus  Thome  Purcell,  ar.  dom.  sui  de 
Overgorther  efc  Teirfcreff. 

Willims  Penryn,  ar.,  Senescall.  Rogeri  Kynaston,  ar.  dom.  sui  de 
Diiias. 

Reginaldus  Williams,  ar.,  Senescall.  Rici^  Hussej  Mil.  Dni.  sui  de 
Netliergortlier. 

Jobes  Reynold,  gen.,  Senescall.  Bdri  Scriven,  Rici  Leighton  et 
Morgani  Broughton,  armig*m  Dom.  sui  de  Baulsley. 

Edrus  Powell,  gon.,  Senescall.  Edri  Price,  ar.,  Dni.  sui  de  Teir- 
treffe. 

Jenkinus  Williams,  gen.,  Maior         Thomas   ap  *   *   et  Moricius 
de  Llanidloes  Jones,  gen'osi,  Balli  de  Pola. 

Ricus  Herbert,  gen.,  maior  de         Mathens    Cadd'r    et    Thomas 
Machenlleth.  Price,    gen'osi,    Balli    de    New- 

Henricus  Herbert,  gen.,  maior     towne. 
de  Kaersous.  David   Lloyd,   ar.,    Fforestar, 

Rions  (?)  ap  Hughe  ap  Harry     Dni.,  Regis  forest,  suis  de  Llan- 
et  *  •  ap  John  ap  Hoell  Vaughan,     lloychaime,  etc. 
gen'osi,  Balli  de  Llanvillinge.  • 

Noia  Magn,  Jur. 
Ricus  Leighton  de  Qwemygo, 


{Grand  Jury), 

Ricus  Derwas  de  Penryn  Ve- 
chan,  gen. 

David  Lloyd  ap  Jeun  de  Llan- 
wonoge,  gen. 

Petrus  Lloyd  de  Llanhavon, 
gen. 

DD.  Morgan  DD.  ap  Rs.  de 
Penegoes,  gen. 

Lodowic  ap  Jeun  DD.  ap  Owen 
de  Darrowen,  gen. 

Mauricius  ap  Reynold  de  Llan- 
duBsyll,  gen. 

DD  ap  Owen  ap  Hoell  Qoz  de 
Llanwythelan,  gen. 


ar. 

Roger  Kynaston  de  Hordley,ar. 

Thomas  Peers  de  Kerry,  gen. 

Rowland  Pngh  de  Kernes,  gen. 
(Dolycorslwyn). 

Humfrid  Lloyd  de  Darowen, 
gen. 

Ricus  Sheynton  de  Llanwon- 
oge,  gen, 

Hoellus  ap  Richard  de  Hurd- 
ley,  gen. 

M'edd  ap   Owen    de   Myvod, 
gen.  (Keel). 

Edrus  Wynn  de  Llanwothyn, 
gen. 

8cde  Jur. 

Charolus  Herbert  de  Aston,  ar.  Thomas  Lloyd  de  Sylvaen,  gen. 

DD.  Lloyd  de  Pola,  ar.  Thomas  DD.  de  Manavon,  gen. 

Johes  Blayney  de  Tregynon,  Ricus  ap  Hugh  ap  Harry  de 

gen.  Llanvillinge,  gen. 

Newport,  requesting  him  to  prolong  for  a  year  the  time  allowed  by  the 
latter  to  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  knight,  for  the  redemption  of  the  manor  of 
"  Dithonre  ( Deythar),  Montgomeryshire,  which  Sir  Henry  Bromley  had  sold 
him  {Domestic  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  p.  801,  Record  Office). 

»  Sir  Bichard  Hussey  of  Crigion,  sheriff  in  16ti7,  son  of  Edward  Hassey 
sheriff  in  1598,  son  of  Sir  Bichard  Hussey  of  Albright  HiisBey,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Reginald  Williams  of  Willaston,  sheriff  in  1594 
(  Vis,  of  Salop.  Uarl.  MS,  1396). 

VOL.  IV.  U 
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Cadd'rns    M*edd  de   MTvod,  Jobes  ap   Res    ap   Graff,   de 

gen.  Garihemeele,  gen. 

Bogerns  Pryce  de  Ackley/  gen.  Hoellnsap  Cadd'msde  Church- 

Johes  ap  Edward  ap  Res  Lloid  stocke,  gen. 

de  Llanvajre,  gen.  Maurice  Jones  de  Llandjnam, 

Hugo  ap  Res  DD.  ap  Gwyllim  gen. 

de  Kernes,  gen.  Johes  ap  Richard  de  Wropton, 

DD.   ap   John    ap    Owen   de  gen. 
Hyrdley,  gen. 

Lady  Jury, 

Scysley  Allen,*  Lucy  Davies,  Anna  Price,  Ellena  uxor  Moricii 
ap  DD.,  Maria  uxor  Rici  Thomas,  Grace  uxor  Johis  Mason,  Eliza- 
beth uxor  Willi  ap  Rs  ,  Ales  ux.  Johes  Fgoe,  Margareta  ffrannces, 
Catherina  Hanmer,  Maria  Lloyd,  Anna  Lloyd. 

On  a  Jury. 
Thomas  Owen  de  Dolarthen,  gen. 

Deposition,  '*  Apud  Llanbrynmayre,  22  June,  3  Jam.  I,  coram 
Moriceo  Owen,  armigero,  un.  Justic.  ad  pacem.'' 

"  Apud  Polam,  25  June,  8  Jam.  I,  coram  David  Lloyd,  ar.,  Justic 
pacis,  venerunt  Ricus  Griffith  de  Tythinpreede,  gen'os,  et  Willi'mns 
Evans,  ville  de  Pola,  gen*os,  et  manuceperunt  pro  Owinus  Lloyd 
de  Mayn,  gen'os." 

"  Apud  Willaston  Magna,  27  July,  1605,  coram  Reginald©  Wil- 
liams, ar.,  uno  Justic'*  (com.  Mountgom'y). 

"  Apud  Polam,  15  Martii,  3  Jam.  I,  venerunt  coram  Gilberto 
Jones,  ar.,  uno  jastic,  etc.,  Johes  Goz  (Gough)  de  Marton,^  in  Com- 
Saloppie,  gen'os,  et  WiUi'm  Dackus  de  Lettygwnvache,  in  com. 
Mont." 

3  Jam.  I.  A  grant  of  crown  lands  in  the  county  of  Montgomery 
to  Lady  Maria  Herbert,  widowe,  for  21  years,  at  a  rent  of  £197. 2$.  5dL 
{Land  Rev,  BoUs,  Spring  Gardens). 

3  Jam.  I,  1  December.  A  grant  to  Sir  Roger  Owen  of  the  ma- 
nors and  lordships  of  Arustley  and  Keveliok  for  40  years.     Also 

Llanbrinmair  parish.  A  meadow  called  Frith  Dovelweme  there 
of  1200  acres. 

A  pool  or  lake  called  Llyn  Maure  of  240  virgates  of  land  in  length, 
and  120  in  breadth  (Ibid.,  fo.  50). 


I  See  note  on  Boger  Price  of  Ganley>  "  Miscellanea  Hiatorica,'*  38  Eliz. 

«  Scyaley  or  CiciUa,  daughter  of  George  Price  of  Trallwng  (Welshpool)^ 
married  Kichard  Allen  of  Trevaldwyn,  or  Montgomery,  son  of  Thomas  Allen 
of  Llandisilio,  by  Mai-garet,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton, 
sheriff  in  1541  {Harl  MS.  No.  1241,  fo.  132). 

3  John  Gk>ngh  of  Marton,  in  the  parish  of  Chirbary,  was  the  joint  oocapier 
of  a  "  Marton "  pew  with  George  Lloyd  of  Marton,  in  the  parish  church  of 
Ohirbury  in  1605.  They  were  both  rated  for  the  township  of  Marton  for  the 
poor  in  this  year  (1605)  (Chirbury  Parish  Record*), 
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Miscellanea  Historica,  4  James  I. 

Magna  Session,  tent  apttd  Llanydloes,  18  Aug,^  4  James  I. 
Jenkinns  Llojd,  Ar.  Vic. 
The  same  roll  of  magistrates  as  3  James  J,  tcith  these  exertions : — 
Name  added,  "  Rowlandus  Pugh,  armiger." 

Names  omitted,  "  Gruffitius  Lloyd,  armiger,"  (Maesmawr); 
"  Carolus  Lloyd,i  armiger,"  (Leighton);  "Davidis  Lloyd,  armiger," 
(Pool  and  Moel  y  Garth). 

The  same  Chief  Stewards  of  Lordships  as  3  James  L 

Rowland  Owenn,^  ar.,  maior  de  Robertas  Brownesword  et  *  • 

Machynlleth.  gen'osi  baJli  de  Mountgom'y. 

Mathens  Price,*  gen.,  maior  de  Davidis  Peei-s  et  David  Jones, 

Llanidloes.  gen'osi  balli  de  Pola. 

Johes   Mores,  gen.,  maior  de  Gmffinus  Kyflin^  et  Edras  ap 

Caersons.  Richard   gen'osi  balli  de   Llan- 

Johes  Pryce  *  et  Johes  Blayney,  villinge. 
genosi  balli  dci.  Dni.  Regis  Vill. 
et  Libbat.  de  Newtowne. 

Jur.  Magna  Inquis.     {Grand  Jury). 
Manrice  Owen  de  Rhy wsaison,         David  Blayney'*  de  Maesmawr, 
ftr.  gfin. 


*  Although  the  name  of  Charles  Lloyd  of  Leighton  is  omitted  from  the 
roll  of  magistrates  this  year,  he  was,  nevertheless,  living,  and  acting  in  the 
commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  in  the  7th  James  I  (see  '-Miscellanea 
Historica,"  7  James  I). 

'  Bowlaud  Owen  of  Machynlleth,  was  sheriff  in  1611. 

*  Probably  Matthew  Price  of  Park,  second  son  of  John  Price  of  Newtown, 
sheriff  in  1566  and  1586,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  £ees  ap  Morris  ap  Owen 
of  ^berbechan,  sheriff  in  1565. 

*  John  Price,  bailiff  of  Newtown,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Edward  Price  of 
Newtown,  sheriff  in  1615,  by  Juliana,  daughter  of  John  Owen  \  aughan  of 
Llwydiarth.  John  Price  was  created  a  Baronet  on  the  15th  August,  1628, 
and  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Price  of  Gogerddan,  and 
widow  of  James  Stedman  of  Strataflorida  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  315). 

*  Griffith  Kyffin,  bailiff  of  Llanvyllin,  was  of  Cae  Coch,  and  the  second  son 
of  John  Kyffin  of  Glascoed,  to  which  estate  his  brother,  Kichard  Kyffin, 
succeeded.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Howell  Vaughan  of  CoedtaJog, 
second  son  of  Owen  Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth,  and  baiUff  of  Llanvyllin, 
3  James  I.  Griffith  Kyffin  was  the  father  of  Watkin  Kyffin  of  Cae  Coch  and 
Glascoed,  sheriff  in  1663,  whose  daughter  and  heiress,  Margaret,  married  Sir 
William  Williams,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  Solicitor-General 
to  James  II.  Their  son.  Sir  William  Williams,  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
Williams  Wynnes,  baronets  of  Wynnstay  (Yorke's  Royal  Tribes,  pp.  112, 113, 
1 14).  Griffith  Kyffin  was  bailiff  of  LlanvylUn  in  the  39th  and  40th  Eliz.,  with 
Bichard  Vaughan,  fifth  son  of  John  Owen  Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth,  by  his 
second  wife,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  ap  Rees  Wynne  (Lewys  Dwnn, 
voL  i,  p.  291). 

*  David  Blayney  of  Maesmawr,  in  Llandinam  parish,  was  the  son  of 
Edward  Blayney  of  Maesmawr  (ap  Thomas  ap  Evan  Lloyd  of  Gre^ynog),  by 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  Lloyd  Jenkin  of  Bcrthllwyd,  sheriff  in  1574 
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Johes  Gwynn  Mores^  de  Dole- 
bacho,  gen. 

Beceus  Tho.  Lloyd  de  Llan- 
gnrick,  gen. 

Jenkinns  David  de  eadem,  gen. 

David  Jones  de  Haie,  gen. 

Edwardus  Wynn  de  Llan- 
wothyn,  gen. 

David  Lloyd  ap  Jenn  de  Llan- 
wonoge,  gen. 

Edward  Powell  de  Penycastel, 
gen. 


Lodwic  ap  Rs.  ap  Owen  (?)  de 
Tylwch,  gen. 

Evanns  David  Lloyd  de  Eskyr- 
geiliog,  gen. 

Grnffinns   DD.  ap  Mores  de 
Varcboell,  gen. 

Thomas  Mores  ap  John  DD. 
de  Pennant,  gen. 

Thomas  ap  John  dc  Llanbiyn- 
m^re,  gen. 

Rob'tus  ap  Robert  de  Trewem, 
gen. 


{To  be  continued.) 


and  1687.  He  married  Lowry,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Lewys  Gwynn  ap 
Morgan  Gwynn  of  Llanidloes,  sheriff  in  1582.  After  his  decease  she  married 
Lloyd  Piers  of  MaesQiawr  and  Trawscoed,  sheriff  in  1637,  son  of  Edward 
Piers  and  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  Griffith  Lloyd  of 
Maesmawr,  sheriff  in  1581  (Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  311,  n.  1).  David  Blajney 
and  John  Lloyd  appear  on  the  sheriff's  files  as  coroners  for  the  ooun^  in 
the  9th  of  James  I. 

^  John  Gwyn,  son  of  Edward  Maurice,  of  Dalebachog  and  Glynhavren,  by 
his  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  ap  Hugh  ap  Evan  of  Mathavam, 
married  Sibley,  daughter  of  William  Lloyd  of  Bhiwedog  (Lewys  Dwnn, 
vol.  i,  p.  802). 
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THE    ABBEY    OF    YSTRAD    MARCHELL 
(STRATA  MARCELLA),  OR  POLA. 

By  morris  CHARLES  JONES,  F.S.A: 
(Continued  from  p.  34.) 

Part  IL 


When  King  John  came  to  the  throne  the  reign  of 
the  Welsh  princes  was  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
Wennnnwen  was  constantly  engaged  in  hostilities.  In 
1199  the  king  sent  Geoffrey  Fitz  Peter,  Chief  Justice 
of  England,  to  mediate  between  Wennunwen  and  his 
neighbour,  William  Brewes,  the  English  Lord  Marcher 
of  Brecknock.  The  dispute  led  to  a  bloody  battle 
fought  by  William  Brewes,  assisted  by  King  John  and 
others  as  his  allies,  with  Wennunwen.  The  latter  was 
defeated  and  obliged  to  quit  his  territories.  The  monks 
of  Ystrad  Marchell,  ever  alive  to  their  own  interests, 
immediately  prevailed  upon  the  king,  the  victor,  to 
grant  them  two  charters — one  giving  them  freedom 
from  toll  throughout  his  dominions,  except  in  the  city 
of  London,  for  all  things  which  the  monks  required  for 
their  own  use,  and  the  other,  confirming  to  them  all 
the  prior  gifts  made  by  Owen  Cyfeiliog  and  Wennun- 
wen his  son.     The  charters  were  as  follows  : — 

Johannes  Dei  gratia  &c.  Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  hac  carta 
nostra  confirmasse  Deo  et  sancte  Marie  et  Monachis  de  Strat- 
marchell  quietanciam  de  theolonio  per  universam  terram  nos- 
tram  preterquam  in  civitate  Londini  de  omnibus  hiis  que  ad 
proprios  nsus  sues  spectaverint  Quare  volumus  et  firmiter 
precipimus  quod  predicti  monachi  de  Stratmarchell  quietan- 
ciam de  theolonio  per  universam  terram  nostram  sic  ut  supra- 
dictum  scriptum  est  habeant  bene  et  in  pace  libere  et  quiete 
Hiis  Testibus  Willielrao  Maresc  com.  de  Pembroc.  G.  filio  Petri 
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com.  Essex.     WilHelmo  com.  Sax  &c.    Datum  per  mannm  H. 
Cantuar  &c.  apud  Wigom  xj  die  Aprilis  anno  &c.^ 

Johannes  dei  gratia  &c.  Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  presenti 
carta  nostra  confirmasae  Deo  et  sancte  Marie  gloriose  virginis 
et  abbati  de  Sti-atmarcbell  et  monachis  ibidem  Deo  servientibus 
omnia  dona  eis  rationabiliter  data  ab  Audoeno  de  Kivilioc  et 
Wenoynwen  filio  suo  et  aliis  donatoribus  suis  sicut  carte  dona- 
torum  quas  inde  habent  rationabiliter  testantur  Quare  volumus 
et  firmiter  precipimus  quod  predicti  abbas  et  monachi  de  Strat- 
marcliel]  habeant  et  teneant  omnia  dona  eis  rationabiliter  data 
a  predicto  Audoeno  et  a  Wenoynwen  filio  suo  et  ab  aliis  dona- 
toribus suis,  bene  et  in  pace  libere  et  quiete  integre  plenarie 
et  honorifice  cum  omnibus  rebus  et  libertatibus  et  liberis 
consuetudinibus  ad  ea  pertinentibus  Testibus  hiis  Cant.  arch. 
Cancellario  &c.  R.  Bangor  episcopo  G.  filio  Petri  com.  Essex 
WilHelmo  Maresc  com.  de  Pembroc.  Willielmo  fiho  Alani 
Hughone  Bard.  Willielmo  Briewrr  (Brewes)  Roberto  Corbett 
Johanne  Extraneo.  Datum  per  manus  Sim.  Wellu' archid.  et  J. 
do  Gray  archid.  Gloc.  apud  Wigorn  xj  Aprilis  anno*  regni  nostri 
prirao. 

G.  filio  Petri  Com.  Essex  (Geoffrey  Fitz  Peter,  Earl 
of  Essex)  and  William  Brewes  witnessing  the  latter 
charter  is  a  significant  fact.  However,  Wennunwen 
soon  regained  ms  dominions,  for  in  1201  Llewelyn  the 
Great  and  his  army  marched  towards  Powys  against 
Wennunwen,  but  certain  "  learned  men  "  successfully 
mediated  between  the  parties,  and  hostilities  were 
avoided.  It  is  possible  the  "  learned  men  "  may  have 
been  the  monks  of  this  abbey.  However  this  may  be, 
it  is  certain  that  in  this  year,  1201,  the  monks  received 
from  Wennunwen  an  immense  grant  of  territory,  which 
it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  infer  was  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  services  on  some  such  occasion.  The 
circumstance  of  Geoffrey  Fitz  Peter,  Earl  of  Essex, 
and  WiUiam  Brewes,  being  witnesses  to  King  John  s 
charter,  also  seems  to  favour  the  inference. 

The  year  1200  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  epochs  in 
the  history  of  this  abbey.   It  then  founded  its  daughter 

1  1  John,  m.  16,  Rot,  Cliart.,  vol.  i,  p.  44. 

*  Ihid.  The  witnesses'  names  supplied  from  Rot  Charts  28  Henrj 
VI,  m.  7. 
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abbey  "  de  Valle  Crucis"  The  foundation  charter  by 
which  Madoc,  son  of  Gruflfydd,  granted  the  Ville  of 
Llynhequestel,  since  called  Llanegwest,  to  the  monks 
of  this  abbey  for  them  to  erect  an  abbey  there,  bears 
no  date ;  but  all  the  ancient  authorities  give  the  date 
as  "  about  1200."  We  are  glad  to  state  that  an  article 
"  On  the  date  of  Foundation  ascribed  to  the  Cistercian 
Abbeys  in  Great  Britain,"^  published  since  the  first  part 
of  this  paper  was  printed,  enables  us  to  give  the  precise 
date  of  the  foundation  of  both  the  abbey  of  Ystrad 
Marchell  and  of  its  daughter  Abbey  de  Valle  Crucis, 
or  at  least  of  the  entry  of  them  respectively  into  the 
Cistercian  order.  In  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  tracts 
among  the  Cottonian  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum, 
there  exists  a  list  of  the  various  abbeys  of  this  order 
throughout  the  world,  arranged  in  a  chronological 
series,  and  in  most  cases  referring  to  the  actual  day  of 
incorporation  of  the  abbeys  into  the  ranks  of  the  Cister- 
cians, which  list  is  for  the  first  time  printed  in  Mr. 
Birch's  article.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  lists  were  compiled  from  the  archives  of  Citeaux 
itself,  because  the  actual  date  of  so  many  and  such  dis- 
tant abbeys  could  not  in  those  days  have  been  procured 
from  any  other  source. 

The  date  of  the  foundation  of  this  abbey,  here  called 
"  Abbatia  de  Pola,"  or  of  its  entry  into  the  Cistercian 
order,  is  given  in  the  list  as  '' vi  idus  Jidij"  (10th 
July)  1172.  This  is  two  years  later  than  the  date 
(1170)  usually  attributed  to  its  foundation  charter;  but 
the  later  date  may  perhaps  be  that  of  its  entrance  into 
the  full  realisation  of  the  privileges  of  the  Cistercian 
order,  it  having  been  originally  Savigniac,  and  having 
subsequently  become  subject  to  Citeaux  by  the  filiation 
of  Clairvaux.  The  date  of  the  foundation  of  the 
daughter  abbey,  "de  Valle  Crucis,"  is  given  as  "v.  Kal. 
Fehruarii  (25  February)  1200.^ 

Mr.  Birch  also  appends^  an  interesting  scheme  origi- 

1  By  W.  De  G.  Birch,  Esq.,  Journal  of  the  British  Archceological 
Association,  vol.  xxvi,  pp.  281,  289.  ^  Ibid.y  p.  367. 
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nally  drawn  up  to  illustrate  the  derivation  of  the 
Cistercian  houses  of  Great  Britain,  existing  in  two 
manuscripts  in  the  Cottonian  collection,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : — 

"  Clare  Vail.,  1115  ;  Blanchland,  1131 ;  Stramargan  ;  Vallia 
Crucis/' 

This  confirms  the  conclusion  that  we  had  previously 
and  independently  arrived  at,  viz.,  that  Blanchland,  or 
Alba  land,  or  domus,  was  the  mother-house  of  this 
abbey,  and  that  both  were  derived  from  Clair- Vaux,* 
and  that  de  Valle  Crucis  was  a  daughter  of  this  abbey. 

The  monks,  as  has  been  before  shewn,  had  made  three 
purchases  in  the  dominion  of  Powys  Vadoc,  viz.,  in  11 76, 
from  Meredith,  Lord  of  the  Province  of  Edeymion,  of 
Eskyngaenog;  in  1183,  from  Elisse,  son  of  Madoc,  the 
founder  of  Valle  Crucis  Abbey,  of  Lleuchindin,  and,  in 
1198,  from  Elisse,  of  Gwyddelwem.  These  acquisitions 
brought  them  into  contact  with  Prince  Madoc,  and  led 
him  to  grant  them  the  Ville  of  Llynhequestel.  In  the 
foundation  charter  it  is  remarkable  that  ''Phil  Abbe  de 
PolaV'  and  ''Phil.  Abbe  de  Valle  Crucis"  are  both  men- 
tioned in  the  testing  clause  as  witnesses,  from  which  it 
is  natural  to  infer  that  the  community  or  house  of  Valle 
Crucis  was  so  far  established  that  an  abbot  had  been 
appointed  before  the  date  of  the  charter.  The  daughter 
abbey  soon  outshone  its  mother,  and  before  long  even 
took  precedence  of  it  in  official  ecclesiastical  documents. 
The  former,  whose  glories  had  been  celebrated  by  so 
many  of  the  Welsh  poets,  and  whose  ruins  now  form 
one  of  the  most  interesting  objects  in  the  principality 
of  Wales,  throw  into  comparative  obscurity  its  mother 
house,  of  which  now  not  a  vestige  remains. 

In  1201  the  abbey  received  from  Wennunwen  an 
important  charter,  by  which  he  granted  to  them  the 
whole  of  the  province  of  Cyfeiliog,  and  consequently 
this  grant  also  comprised  the  lands  in  the  district  which 
had  been  given  by  some  of  his  prior  grants. 

*  See  supra^   pp.  6,  7,  15,  17. 
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The  following  copy  of  it  is  printed  by  Pennant  in  his 
Tours  in  Wales} 

Omnibns  sanctaB  matris  ecclesise  filiis  tarn  presentibns  qua 
faturis  notum  sit,  quod  ego  Wenynwyn  filius  Oweni  Kyfeiliog 
dedi  Deo  et  gloriossd  virgini  matri  et  Mouachis  de  Stradm- 
chell  pro  salute  animse  meaD  in  liberam  et  quietam  et  perpetnam 
eleemosynam  omnes  pasturas  totius  provincisB  qu89  dicitur 
Kyfeiliog  infra  istos  terminos,  scilicet  Avon  Maen'  melyn,  usq. 
ad  Llwyn  y  groes,  &  inde  in  directum  usq.  ad  blaen  nant 
hannagy^  &  inde  a  nant  hannang  usq.  ad  ejus  Aber,  inde  usq.  ad 
Abemant  gartb  branddu,*  &  per  longitudinem  ipsius  rivuli  usque 
ad  suum  blaen  et  inde  indirectu  usq.  ad  Cameddwen,  et  inde  usq. 
ad  Gobleiddie,  &  a  Pen  Gobleiddie  blaen  nant  tylinge  usq.  ad 
suum  Aber,  et  inde  Bache^  usq.  ad  Aber  Dysyngwm*  inde  per 
Dysyngwm,  usque  ad  ejus  ortum  et  inde  usque  ad  Kelligogey  et 
inde  usq.  ad  Rhydiol,  &  per  Rhydiol  usque  ad  gwrydkay  et  inde 
Rhydiol  iterum  usque  ad  Aber  Kamddwr  Kyfeiliog  et  ab  Aber 
Kamddwr  Kyfeiliog  usque  ad  ejus  ortum,  et  inde  in  directum 
usque  ad  blaen  Einiawn/  et  inde  per  Einiawn  usque  ad  ejus  Aber, 
et  inde  per  Dyfi  usque  ad  Aber  Dulas  et  inde  per  Dulas  usque  ad 
ejus  ortum  et  inde  in  directum  usque  ad  Kefn  y  Bwlch,  et  inde 
usq.  ad  blaen  Llwydo  &  per  Llwydo  usq.  ad  ejus  Aber,  et  inde 
Dyli,  et  inde  usque  ad  Aber  Llywenith®  et  sic  per  Llywenitb 
usque  ad  ejus  ortum,  &  inde  in  directum  rliyd  pebyll  va  super 
Clawedog,  &  inde  per  Clawedog'  usque  ad  Gwemach  &  per 
Gwemach  usq.  ad  ejus  ortum,  et  inde  sicut  ducit  mons  superior 
usque  ad  Rhyd  Derwen,  et  sic  per  Derwen  usque  ad  y  Vymwy, 
&  inde  Nant  er  eira  usque  ad  Lledwer  &  Ablaen  Lleddwern  in 
directum  usque  ad  bon  Maen  Melyn.  Omnes  itaque  pasturas 
dedi  ego  predictus  Wenynwyn  praBnominatis  monachis  infra 
praefatos  terminos.     Anno  Dom.  1201. 

But  this  copy  is  not  perfect,  inasmuch  as  it  omits  a 
long  clause  at  the  end.     The  original  charter  in  a  per- 

*  Vol.  ii,  p.  484,  Appendix,  See  also  another  copy  printed  in 
Arch,  Comb, J  voL  iv,  new  series,  p.  205,  where  the  original  deed  is 
said  to  have  been  in  the  keeping  of  "  Mr.  Edward  Herbert  of  Mont- 
gomery." 

*  Query,  near  Bon  y  Maen.  See  Ordnance  Map,  long.  3.31  ;  lat. 
32.37.  »  Long.  3.33 ;  lat.  52.35. 

*  See  Allt  Bronddu.     Long.  3.34^  ;  lat.  52.34J. 

^  Bachog;  see  Dol  Bachog  and  Aber  Bachog.  Long.  3.39;  lat. 
52.31.  «  Dyfngwm.     Long.  3.41 ;  lat.  52.31. 

7  Einion  is  a  river  which  flows  into  the  Dovey  near  Eglwysfach,  in 
Cardiganshire.  ®  Query,  Abcrllefenny. 

*  Clywcdog,  near  Mallwyd. 
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feet  state,  with  the  seal  attached,  is  at  Wynnstay.  We 
regret  that  we  are  only  able  to  give  a  copy  of  what 
appears  to  be  an  imperfect  translation,  but  as  it  supplies 
one  deficiency  in  the  Latin  copy  given  by  Pennant,  we 
think  it  better  to  print  it : — 

To  all  Sons  as  well  present  as  future  of  Holy  Mother 
Church  Be  it  known  that  1  Wenwynwyn  the  Son  of  Owain 
have  given  to  God  and  the  glorious  Virgin  Mother  and  the 
Monks  of  Strat  Marchell  for  the  health  of  my  Soul  in  free 
and  perpetual  eleemosinage  all  the  pastures  of  the  whole 
province  which  is  called  Keveilioc  under  these  boundaries^  to 
wit^  from  Bon  maen  melyn  as  far  as  Llwyn  y  groes  and  thence 
in  a  direct  line  as  far  Blaennanthanog  and  thence  by  Nant- 
hanog  as  far  as  its  Aber  (mouth)  thence  as  far  as  Abernant 
garth  br&n  ddu  and  along  that  rivulet  as  far  as  its  blaen  and 
thence  in  a  direct  course  as  far  as  Cameddwen  and  thence  as 
far  as  Gobleithen  and  from  Pen  Gobleitheu  blaen  nant  teyling 
as  far  as  its  Aber  and  thence  Bacho  and  from  Bacho  to  Aber- 
dengwm  and  thence  along  Dengwm  to  its  source  and  thence  as 
far  as  Kelly-gogey  and  thence  as  far  as  the  Rydiol  and  by  the 
Rydiol  as  far  as  Gwrhetkei  and  thence  the  Rydiol  again  as  far 
as  Aborcamddwr  Keveiliac  and  from  Abercamddwr  Keveiliac 
as  far  as  its  rising  and  thence  in  a  direct  course  as  far  as  Blaen 
Einiawn  and  thence  by  Einiawn  as  far  as  its  Aber  and  thence 
by  the  Dovi  as  far  as  Aberdulas  and  thence  by  the  Dulas  as  far 
as  its  rising  and  thence  in  a  direct  course  as  far  as  Kefnybwlch 
and  thence  as  far  as  Blaenllwydo  and  by  the  Llwydo  as  far  as 
its  Aber  and  thence  the  Dovi  and  thence  as  far  as  Aberlly- 
wenyth  and  thus  by  the  Llywenyth  as  far  as  its  source  and 
thence  in  a  direct  course  Rhydpebyllva  above  Clywedog  and 
thonce  by  Clywedog  as  far  as  Gwernach  and  by  Gwernach 
to  its  source  and  thence  as  the  Higher  Mountain  leads  as 
far  as  Rhydderwen  and  thence  by  the  Derwen  as  far  as  the 
Evemo  and  thence  Nanteyheyra  as  far  as  Lledwern  and  from 
Blaen  Lledwern  in  a  direct  course  as  far  as  Bon  maen  melyn 
All  these  pastures  I  the  aforesaid  Wenwynwyn  have  given 
to  the  said  Monks  under  the  aforesaid  boundaries  as  well 
in  wood  as  in  plain  and  in  all  easements  freely  and  quietly 
well  and  peacefully  and  without  any  exaction  or  secular 
custom  to  possess  in  perpetual  right  so  verily  that  no  other 
Monks  shall  have  in  the  aforesaid  pastures  any  proprietor- 
ship as  of  commonage  within  the  aforesaid  boundaries  except 
the  Monks  of  Cwmhyr  to  whom  by  petition  of  the  Monks  of 
Strat  Marchell  I  have  granted  the  Pastures   between  Corf  ^ 

^  Query,  Corafochno. 
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(Cors  or  Corw  ?)  and  Einiawn  and  except  the  Monks  of  Kem 
(Kymmer)  to  whom  also  by  the  consent  of  the  Monks  of  Strat 
Marchell  I  have  granted  Lloidarth  and  Cumketlli  (Cumkeili) 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  I  the  aforesaid  Wenwynwyn 
will  therefore  that  the  said  Monks  of  Strat  Marchell  all  the 
said  pastures  within  the  forenamed  boundaries  except  the  parts 
aforesaid  fully  and  firmly  in  perpetual  right  may  possess  And 
that  this  my  donation  may  be  held  to  posterity  firm  and  stable 
against  all  it  by  the  making  firm  of  this  present  writing  and 
the  attestation  of  witnesses  I  have  fortified.  These  being 
witnesses^  Sulian  Archdeacon^  Master  Heilin^  Master  Mabin^ 
Cymawn,  the  Son  of  Rodric,  Kadwgan,  the  son  of  Griffri, 
David  Goch,  Edenewein  Hain^  Goronoy,  the  son  of  Byniawn. 
Given  in  the  year  from  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  two  hundred  and  one  in  the  hand  of  I.  the  Abbott. 

The  first  named  exception  gave  rise  to  a  most  inter- 
esting and  curious  contention  between  this  abbey  and 
that  of  Cwmhir,  to  which  we  shall  allude  hereafter. 
The  latter  exception  seems  to  give  to  the  abbey  of 
Kymmer  certain  land,  "Lloidarth"  and  *' CwmketUi," 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  conjectured  that  the  former  may 
have  been  the  origin  of  the  manor  of  Llwydiarth,  which 
in  some  documents  has  been  mentioned  as  a  distinct 
manor  from  either  Cyfeiliog  or  Talerddig.  As  to 
Cumketlli  we  have  learnt  nothing. 

This  charter  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Inspeximu^ 
Charter  of  Edward  I,  set  out  infra.  It  appears, 
however,  to  be  an  important  document,  inasmuch  as 
it  defines  the  entire  boundaries  of  the  province  of 
Cyfeiliog  as  it  existed  at  that  early  period.  The  iden- 
tical metes  and  bounds  may  even  now,  after  the  lapse 
of  nearly  seven  centuries,  be  without  much  diflSicrdty 
traced  on  the  ordinance  map.  The  monks  did  not 
enjoy  this  grant,  as  they  did  their  several  other  grants, 
for  a  long  period.  The  reason  they  were  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  it,  which  gave  them  the  whole  of 
CyfeUiog,  is  probably  to  be  traced  to  the  turbulence 
of  the  times.  Wennunwen  was  several  times  deprived 
both  of  power  and  property,  and  his  successors  might 
reasonably  have  declined  to  confirm  such  extensive 
gifts.     The   transaction    which   the   monks   had   with 
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King  John,  which  has  been  previously  related,  was 
about  the  same  time.  It  will  be  observed  that  accord- 
ing to  the  boundaries  laid  down  in  the  charter  of  1201, 
the  province  of  Cyfeiliog  extended  some  distance  into 
Cardiganshire — anciently  Ceredigion — but  that  portion 
was  intended  by  Wennunwen  for  another  abbey,  namely 
Cwmhir,  in  Radnorshire.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  ex- 
ception at  the  end  of  the  charter.  This  concluding 
part  of  the  charter  is  omitted  in  the  Latin  copy  given 
by  Pennant,  but  is  supplied  in  the  translation  which 
we  are  now  enabled  to  print.     The  exception  runs  : — 

''  Except  to  the  Monks  of  Cwmhyr  to  whom  by  petition  of 
the  Monks  of  Strat  Marchell  I  have  granted  the  pastares 
between  Corf  (Cors  or  Corw  ?)  and  Einiawn  and  except  the 
Monks  of  Kem  (Kymmer)  to  whom  also  by  the  consent  of  the 
monks  of  Strat  Marchell  I  have  granted  Lloidai-th  and  Cwm- 
ketlli  (Cwmkelli)  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  I  the  aforesaid 
Wennunwen  will  therefore  that  the  said  Monks  of  Strat  Mar- 
chell all  the  said  pastures  within  the  before  named  boundaries 
(except  the  parts  aforesaid)  may  possess." 

In  1202  Wennunwen  confirmed  to  the  monks  the 
land  originally  given  by  the  foundation  charter  of  his 
father  Owen  Cyfeiliog.  It  appears  in  the  inspeximus 
charter,  28  Henry  VI,  m.  7,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  Wennunwen  filius  predict! 
Owini  fecit  in  hec  verba.  ''  IJniversis  Sancte  Matris  ecclesie 
tiliis  tarn  presentibus  quam  futuris  notum  sit,  quod  ego  Wen- 
nunwen Owini  filius  intuitu  caritatis  pro  salute  anime  mee  et 
parentum  necnon  et  heredum  meorum  dedi  et  concessi  deo  et 
beate  Marie  et  Monachis  apud  Strat  Marchell  Deo  servientibus 
totam  terram  que  dicitur  Strat  Marchell  cum  omnibus  ter- 
rainis  et  pertinentibus  suis  in  bosco  et  piano  et  aquis  et  pratis 
in  perpetuam  et  quietam  elemosinam  et  ab  omni  exactione  et 
consuetudine  liberam,  cujus  terre  verus  terminus  est  in  longi- 
tudine  a  puteo  caballi  usque  Abbelen  et  Abbelen^  eodem 
flumine  terminante  usque  ad  fluvium,  qui  descendit  a  lata 
villft  et  illo  fluvio  terminum  observante  usque  Gwenugwith  et 
abhinc  recto  tramite  usque  ad  summitatem  silve,  ubi  ulterior 

*  Bele,  a  Bmoll  brook  at  Guilsfield,  which  falls  into  the  Severn  at 
Ilheteskyn. 
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fossa  apparet  et  dehinc  usqae  ad  fontem  Tessiliau  et  de  fonte 
rect4  linea  usque  ad  Haueren  noiatim  (nominatim  ?)  et  dedi 
prefatis  mouachis  ego  predictus  Wennunwen  omnem  terram^ 
que  dicitur  Bedheskin  iuferius  similiter  et  Redheskin  superius, 
totum  et  clarum  nemus^  cum  omnibus  terminis  suis  et  perti- 
nentibus,  ut  ipsi  easdem  terras  jure  perpetuo  libere  et  quiete 
possideant^  sed  quoniam  ingeniosa  ad  malum  presens  est  etas 
et  id  calumpniose  temptat  infringere^  undo  sibi  lucrum  conatur 
extorquere^  lianc  donationem  proborum  virorum  attestacione  et 
sigilli  uostri  impressione  corroboravimus  His  testibus^  Suliano 
Arcbidiacono  et  duobus  filiis  ejus  Eyniann  et  Idinevet  Magistro 
Helin  Morauc  filio  Johannis^  Luelino  filii  Oweni^  Hoydelen 
Seis  Perenhaunbir  Hodenewein  Fflam  Howel  filio  Keneureic 
Muric  filio  Keneuriec,  Madoco  filio  Grifini,  Grifad  filio  Gervasii, 
Traham  filio  Idenevet,  Eynniann  filio  Kensioreic,  Eynniaun 
filio  Deheweioty  larnord  filio  Kiwasllaun^  Edenewein  Seis  et 
multis  aliis.  Facta  est  autem  hec  donacio  apud  Strate  Mar« 
chell  coram  conventu  nonas  Julii  anno  ab  incarnacione  Domini 
millesimo  ducentesimo  secundo/* 

This  charter  gives  the  boundaries  of  the  land  with 
somewhat  more  clearness;  but  they  are  not  even  yet 
easily  identified.  The  Abbelen  is  the  mouth  or  A  Der 
of  the  Bele  river  or  brook.  The  small  stream  which 
descends  from  Lata  Villa  (Trelydan)  is  probably  the 
boundary  of  that  township.  We  are  not  able  to  find  the 
spot  summitatem  silvce  ubi  ulterior  fossa  apparet  There 
is  a  well  in  the  road  leading  from  Rhallt  farm  to 
Crowthers  coppice,  which  may  be  the  "fona  Tessiliau" 
(Tysilio);  but  there  is  no  tradition  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  its  bearing  that  name.  It  also  grants  all  the 
land  called  Lower  Rhedeskyn  and  Upper  Rhedeskyn, 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  included  in  his  father's 
foundation  charter.  There  is  a  tract  of  land  at  Rhe- 
teskyn  of  a  triangular  shape,  abutting  on  the  river 
Severn,  which  is  in  the  manor  of  Strata  MarceUa ;  this 
is  probably  the  land  granted  by  this  charter,  and  the 
circumstance  of  its  not  being  included  in  the  manor  of 
Tirymynech,  shews  that  the  foundation  charter  of 
Owen  Cyfeiliog  (which  is  confirmed  by  the  first  part 
of  this  charter)  was  the  document  which  first  defined 
the  boundaries  of  the  ecclesiastical  manor  of  Tiry- 
mynech. 
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This  charter  was  g^^anted  at  "  Strat  Marchell,"  and 
has  an  unusual  number  of  witnesses,  the  identification 
of  whom  would  be  interesting.  Sulian,  the  Archdeacon, 
and  his  sons,  are  the  first  of  the  remarkable  group. 

The  next  two  charters,  of  which  we  are  able  only  to 
print  imperfect  translations,  are  without  date  : — 

To  all  the  Sons,  &c.  Be  it  known  that  I  Wennunwen  the 
Son  of  Owen  in  honor  of  the  indivisible  Trinity  and  the 
glorious  virgin  Mary  under  the  influence  of  piety  for  the  re- 
demption of  my  Soul  and  the  Soul  of  my  Parents  and  of  my 
heirs  in  perpetual  and  quiet  elemosinage  and  from  every 
exaction  and  custom  free  have  given  to  the  Monks  of  Strat 
Marchell  with  the  full  donation  of  my  heirs  that  land  which  is 
called  Defreyn  Mertyr.  From  Dencwm^  even  to  Cum  lint  and 
from  Cum  lint^  "ex  utraque  parte  amnis'*  (on  either  side  of 
the  river)  in  all  its  boundaries  appertaining  as  well  in  wood  as 
in  plain  into  Clawedauc.^  And  that  this  donation  may  be  held 
firm  and  ratified  for  ever  the  said  Donation  by  the  attestation 
of  Good  men  and  the  impression  of  my  Seal  I  confirm  and 
ratify  these  being  Witnesses  &c. 

The  original  of  this  charter  with  the  seal,  and  in  a 
perfect  state,  is  at  Wynnstay,  and  relates  to  a  district 
of  land  between  Stay  little  and  Rhiwdefeity.  Cwmllwyd 
is  near  Hafodcadwgan. 

The  translation  of  the  next  undated  charter  runs  as 
follows  : — 

Alan  by  the  Grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Bangor  to  all  the 
Sons  of  Holy  Mother  Church  throughout  the  Bishoprick  of 
Bangor  as  well  present  as  future  be  all  Grace  and  Blessing 
and  Benediction.  Be  it  known  to  all  of  you  that  Kadwaladr 
the  Son  of  Howel  under  the  influence  of  love  for  the  Salvation 
of  his  Soul  and  those  of  his  parents  hath  given  to  the  Brothers 
of  the  Cistercian  order  namely  of  the  Church  of  the  Blessed 
and  everlasting  Virgin  Mary  of  Estred  Montrel  in  perpetual 
and  quiet  eleemosinage  and  free  from  every  exaction  and 
custom  all  the  land  from  the  Bacho  even  to  the  River  called 
Dengwm  Moreover  the  Pastures  from  the  River  Dengwm  to 
Cumlinth  to  the  said  Brothers  to  their  own  use  for  fifteen 
marks  he  hath  sold;  the  witnesses  of  this  Donation  and  selling 
are  these 

*  Dyfngwm.  ^  Cwmllwyd.  *  Clywedog  in  Trefeglwya. 
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Lawrence  .the  Hospitaller 

Snlien  the  Archdeacon 

lorwerth  the  Dean  Son  of  Howel 

leurvef  the  Son  of  lorwerth 

Philip  the  Priest  of  Llanwmnauch 

Master  Elias 

Master  Roger  of  the  Lenty  hwly 

Minor  the  Son  of  Nannaw 

Grififtid  the  Son  of  Kadwgan 

Karadauch  the  Little 

Griffiid  Hirvain 

Gurgeneu  Praeco. 

Henir  the  Poet 

But  since  the  present  age  is  prone  to  evil  and  that  it  griev- 
ously and  calumnionsly  tempts  to  infringe  whence  it  endeavours 
to  extort,  this  Donation  and  Sale  with  the  impression  of  our 
Seal  we  affix  and  confirm,  whoever  therefore  this  our  Donation 
and  Sale  and  confirmation  of  our  Charter  shall  presume  to 
question  or  disturb,  by  the  authority  of  God  and  our  own.  Let 
him  know  that  he  is  knotted  with  the  sentence  of  a  curse  and 
from  the  Boundaries  of  our  Holy  Mother  the  Church  he  is  an 
outcast  as  long  as  he  shall  stand  forward  in  his  presumption. 

The  original  of  this  charter  is  also  at  Wynnstay, 
with  its  seal  attached.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  in- 
speximns  of  Edward  I,  hereafter  set  out.  It  is  a  re- 
markable document,  because  the  Bishop  of  Bangor 
assumes  to  act  for  the  vendor,  Cadwaladr,  the  son  of 
Howel,  and  to  record  the  sale  made  by  him,  and  to 
launch  his  anathema  against  any  one  wno  should  pre- 
sume to  question  or  disturb  it.  The  land  conveyed  is 
probably  in  the  same  district  as  that  granted  by  the 
last  named  charter,  but  we  are  unable  to  identify  it. 

The  next  charter  is  dated  in  1204,  and  the  transla- 
tion, which  is  very  imperfect,  runs  to  the  following 
effect : — 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Meuric  Sais  the  Son 
of  Griffith  and  Griffith  his  Brother  the  Son  of  the  said  Griffith 
and  their  Sons  and  Grandsons  and  Coheirs  of  the  land  which  is 
called  Perbethgefn  have  given  and  granted  for  the  safety  of  my 
Soul  to  the  Monks  of  Strat  Marchell  God  and  the  blessed  Mary 
there  serving  in  pure  and  quiet  and  perpetual  eleeraosinage  and 
from  every  secular  exaction  and  custom  the  whole  land  called 
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Pervethgefn  in  these  boundaries  namely  from  Abergwemacli^ 
even  towards  Grwengruith  whicli  is  the  boundary  between  Caer- 
einiaun  and  Keveilliauc  and  thus  leadeth  the  rivulet  which  thence 
descendeth  even  to  the  river  which  is  called  Marchno  and 
thence  Marchno  in  length  to  Abergwemach  as  well  in  wood  as 
in  plain  and  all  its  uses  and  usages^  but  after  the  death  of  the 
said  Brothers  namely  Meuric  and  Griffith  their  Sons  and  Grand- 
sons and  Coheirs  sold  to  the  said  Monks  for  five  pounds  of 
Silver  in  quiet  and  perpetual  possession  and  from  every  exac- 
tion or  secular  custom  all  the  land  underwritten  in  its  boun- 
daries namely  Aber  Scuthon  (Abersguthan)  towards  Hid  y 
blaen  and  thence  in  a  direct  course  to  Llin  cohhoget  (Llyn 
coch  hwyad)  and  thence  to  Blaengwernach^  and  from  Gwemach 
in  length  to  Marchno  and  from  Marchno  to  Aber  Scuthon  by 
the  ascent  of  the  mountain  side  to  Gwybedyn  and  as  Gwybedyn 
leadeth  to  Marchno.  This  the  aforesaid  land  the  said  Heirs 
sold  to  the  said  Monks  namely  in  wood  in  plain  in  waters  and 
in  all  uses  and  usages  so  truly  that  the  Sellers  of  that  land 
ought  to  warrant  it  to  the  said  Monks  against  all  challenging 
or  molestation  to  the  said  Monks  '^  pro  ilia  facientes'^  and  be- 
cause the  sellers  of  the  said  lands  have  not  a  Seal^  I  Wenyn- 
wyn  Prince  of  Powys  by  the  Petition  and  consent  of  them  the 
said  lands  by  the  impression  of  my  Seal  and  by  the  attestation 
of  good  men  who  were  present  at  the  giving  and  selling  to  the 
said  Monks  have  confirmed  and  for  the  safety  of  my  Soul  the 
said  lands  in  free  and  quiet  and  perpetual  possession  hath  given 
and  granted  to  them.  These  being  Witnesses — ^Master  Heilin, 
Sullian  the  Archdeacon  and  his  two  Sons,  Eyniawn  and  Idene- 
vet,  Master  Mabin,  Refuert  the  Clerk,  Yunuaf  Penkil,  Griffith 
the  Son  of  Edenewein,  Yunuaf  Du,  and  many  others,  and  this 
confirmation  is  made  in  the  year  from  the  Incarnation  of  our 
Lord  1204  at  Strad  Marchell  upon  the  2nd  kalend  of  Sep- 
tember. 

This  charter  is  obtained  from  the  Inspeximus  Charter 
of  26  Elizabeth,  and  is  a  grant  of  a  considerable  district 
in  Cyfeiliog,  in  the  borders  of  Caereinion,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance is  remarkable  that  because  the  sellers  of  the 
land  had  not  a  seal  Wennunwen,  Prince  of  Powys,  by 
their  consent  and  petition,  used  his  seal  for  them,  and 
confirmed  the  charter,  which  was  done  at  Strad  Mar- 
cheU. 

The  next  charter  is  dated  in  1206,  and  we  are  en- 
abled to  print  the  original  text : — 

1  On  Clywedog,  Mallwyd. 
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ODinibus  sancte  mains  ecclesie  filiis  tarn  prcsentibns  qoam 
faturis  notam  sit  Quod  Ego  Madocas  filius  Grifini  dedi  et 
concessi  pro  salute  anime  mee  et  pro  anima  patris  mei  mouachis 
de  stradmarchell  in  liberatn  et  quietam  et  perpetuam  elemosi- 
nam  totam  terram  que  uocatur  eskengainauc  in  omnibus  ter- 
minis  suis  et  pertinentiis  quam  terram  antecessores  mei  bene 
et  in  pace  libere  et  quiete  iure  perpetuo  possidendam  simul 
cum  heredibus  terre  ipsius  eis  vendiderunt  et  ipsi  monachi 
ante  dominium  meum  in  edeimiaun  eandem  terram  in  pace 
possederunt.  Dedi  etiam  et  confirmavi  prefatis  monachis  par- 
tem illius  ville  que  dicitur  gwthelwem  quam  emerunt  ab  hellise 
et  owino  antecessoribns  meis  et  ab  heredibus  terre  illius  in  om- 
nibus terminis  suis  et  pertinentiis.  Dedi  insuper  et  concessi 
eisdem  monachis  totam  terram  que  nominatur  banhadelauc 
Undiaun  quam  emerunt  a  filiis  lornerd  filii  Kadugaun  et  co- 
heredibus  suis  de  Uanhelidan  in  omnibus  terminis  suis  et  per- 
tinentiis. Volo  etiam  ego  prefatus  Madocus  ad  omnium  per- 
uenire  notitiam  quod  temporibus  dominii  mei  in  edeirniaun  filii 
madoci  filii  lewarch  scilicet  loruerth  et  grifini  et  griffud  calump- 
niati  sunt  partem  predicte  terre  scilicet  eskengainauc  quam 
pater  eorum  prenominatis  monachis  in  perpetuam  donatiouem 
et  possessionem  antea  dederat  pro  ea  u**  deo  donante  in  melius 
conversi  totum  suum  ius  hereditarium  predicte  terre  scilicet 
eskengainauc  pro  salute  anime  sue  in  liberam  et  perpetuam 
possessionem  pro  se  et  pro  heredibus  suis  eisdem  monachis 
dederunt.  Ita  ut  nee  ipsi  nee  heredes  sui  contra  ipsos  raonachos 
aliquo  iure  unquam  in  posterum  habeant  calumpniam  facta  est 
autem  hec  prefata  donatio  predictorum  uirorum  anno  ab  incar- 
natione  domini  M**  co**  vi°  octavo  decimo  videlicet  Kalendis  feb- 
ruarii  in  manu  domini  dauid  abbatis  de  llineguest  et  J.  prioris 
de  Stradmarchell  apud  cornain  coram  seisil  sacerdote  et  coram 
dero  et  coram  uiris  bonis  scilicet  Meuric  et  lewarch  filiis  kadugan 
Madauc  filio  brochwale  Eyniaun  filio  Jeuaf  Kenig  filio  Idnerd 
Madauc  filio  gurgeneo  Seithmarchauc  [sic]  loruerd  filio  eyniaun 
loruerd  filio  [h]owel  Eyniaun  filio  catuor  Ithon  filio  loruert. 
Volo  igitur  ego  prefatus  Madocus  ut  sepedicti  monachi  prefatas 
terras  in  omnibus  terminis  suis  et  [pertin]  entiis  libere  et 
quiete  bene  et  in  pace  sine  aliqua  exaccione  vel  consuetudine 
seculari  iure  perpetuo  possideant.  In  bosco  in  decline,  in  piano, 
in  aquis,  in  pasturis,  in  pratis,  in  uiis,  et  semitis  et  in  omnibus 
usibus  suis  et  utilitatibus.  Et  quia  presens  etas  prona  est  ad 
malum  unnra  undo  sibi  conatur  extorquere  lucrum,  tam  hanc 
meam  predictam  donationem  quam  predictorum  uirorum  sigilli 
mei  impressione  et  bonorum  uirorum  attestatione  muniui.  His 
testibus.     Yenaf  filio  Maredud  loruerd  filio  eynniaun  eynniaun 

VOL.  IV.  X 
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....  Ririd  et  Kenewreic  filiis  doho...c  Ruin  filio  ....  us 
facta  sit  autem  hec  mea  predicta  donatio  anno  predicto  in  mana 
predicti  abbatis^  apud  castellum  in  Kenlleith. 

This  charter  is  in  effect  a  confirmation  by  Prince 
Madoc,  the  son  of  Gruffudd  (the  founder  of  Valle 
Crucis  Abbey),  of  "  Eskengaynauc,"  granted  by  Mere- 
dith, son  of  Howel,  in  1176,*  and  of  Gwyddelwem, 
granted  by  Elisse  ap  Madoc  in  1198,*  and  of  Banhade- 
lauc  Undiaun,  purchased  by  the  monks  from  the  sons 
of  lorwerth  the  son  of  Cadwgan,  but  of  which  we  have 
not  the  charter.  It  also  notices  that  there  was  a  dis- 
pute about  part  of  Esgengaynauc,  which  he  endeavours 
to  put  an  end  to  by  this  charter.  It  is  an  irregular 
sort  of  dociunent,  and  seems  to  have  been  added  to. 
It  mentions  David,  Abbot  of  Llineguest  (or  Valle 
Crucis).  and  I,  Prior  of  this  Abbey,  and  numerous  other 
witnesses.  The  original  is  at  Rug,  and  has  a  seal, 
which  is  partially  broken,  and  on  which  is  a  warrior  on 
horseback,  and  aroimd  it  the  following  remains  of  the 
legend  +  sigill  ....  ig  ...  .  ini. 

The  next  charter  is  without  date,  but  we  think  it  is 
subsequent  to  the  last  preceding  one.   It  is  as  follows: — 

Universis  Sancte  Matris  Ecclesie  filiis  tarn  presentibus 
quam  futnris  Notum  sit  quod  Ego  Lewelinas  Norwallie  Prinecps 
intuitu  pietatis  et  Spe  eterne  retributionis  pro  anime  mee  ac 

Sarentum  meorum  Salute  dedi  deo  et  beate  Marie  et  Monachia 
e  Stratmarchcll  illam  terram  que  appellator  Banadellauchiedion 
in  puram  et  perpetuam  clemosinam,  libcrara  et  quietam  et  ab 
omni  seculari  exactione  et  consuetudine  et  inquietudine  ex- 
traneam  ita  ut  predicti  Monachi*  predictam  terram  cum  omni- 
bus terminis  suis  et  pertinentiis  in  omnibus  utilitatibus  ejus  et 
usibua  sine  ulla  reclamatione  firmiter,  bene,  pacifice,  perpetuo 
jure  possideant.  Ita  quod  nuUus  sive  secularis  sit  sive  Ecclesi- 
asticus  nullum  in  ea  habeat  jus  aut  proprietatem  usum  vel 
usiarium  exceptis  venerabilibus  et  mihi  karissimis  Monachis 
de  Stratmarchell  quibus  affectuosa  caritate  et  plenaria  donatione 
prefatam  terre  partietam,  scilicet  Banadellauchiedion  in  omnibus 
terminis  suis  voluntarie  concessi  et  firmissime  dedi  Siquidera 
presens  etas  prona  est  ad  malum  unde  sibi  possit  extorquere 

'  Supra,  p.  21.  2  Supra,  p.  30. 
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Incrum,  tarn  propria  sigilli  mei  impressione  quam  bononim  ab 
fidelinm  virorum  attestatione,  hanc  meam  donationem  munivi 
et  corroboravi  hujus  igitur  donationis  testes  sunt  G.  prior  de 
Strat  Marchell  et  I.  conversus  ejusdem  loci,  D.  laicis,  Malgun 
filius  Kirit,  Guen  filius  Ehtnewein  Goronia  Mab  Trebrud,  Owen 
(sic)  Datnm  litterarum  Septimo  Kalend.  Decembris,  Luna 
vicessima  quarta  apud  Dinnorben  in  manu  G.  prions  de  Strat 
Marchell. 

This  charter  is  a  grant  by  Llewelyn,  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  of  the  land  called  Banadellauchiedion.  This  is 
probably  the  same  property  as  that  mentioned  in  the 
charter  of  1206,  to  have  been  purchased  from  the  sons 
of  lorwerth,  the  son  of  Cad  wgan.  It  seems  as  if  Llewelyn 
had  overrun  and  conquered  this  country,  and  the  monks, 
in  their  wisdom,  had  made  friends  with  the  conqueror^ 
and  got  him  to  grant  and  confirm  the  land  which  they 
had  previously  purchased  from  the  sons  of  lorwerth, 
whose  title  probably  Llewelyn  would  not  recognise. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  where  the  land  was 
situated.  The  original  is  at  Wynnstay.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  Griffith,  the  Prior  of  Strad  Marchell,  is 
mentioned  in  the  charter  which  was  granted  at  "  Din- 
norben." It  appears  by  the  inspeximus  charter  of 
Henry  VI,  which  we  propose  to  quote  at  length,  that 
the  monks  also  obtained  from  Prince  Llewelyn  a  general 
confirmation  of  all  their  acquisitions  by  gift  or  piu*- 
chase. 

Before  giving  a  charter  of  122C,  granted  by  Griffith, 
son  of  Llewelyn,  Prince  of  North  Wales,  which  it  is 
more  convenient  to  set  out  afterwards,  we  propose  to 
quote  the  inspeximus  charter  of  Edward  I,  which  is  set 
out  at  length  in  the  inspeximus  charter  of  Henry  VI, 
and  is  thereby  confirmed.  We  shall  give  it  in  para- 
graphs, and  refer  to  the  charters  we  have  already 
printed,  and  we  shall  add  in  notes  the  small  amount 
of  information  we  have  been  able  to  glean  respecting 
the  difierent  acquisitions  of  the  monks  : — 

Edwardus  Dei  gratia  Rex  Anglie,  Dominus  Hibernie  et  t)nx 
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Aquitanie,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopia,  Abbatibus,  Prioribusr, 
ComitiboB,  Baronibus,  Jnsticiariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
Ministria  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibua  suis  salutem  : 

Inspeximus  cartam  quam  Oaenius  filius  GriflSni  fecit  in  bee 
verba. 

In  nomine  sancte  et  individae  Trinitatis,  Ego  Ouenios  filius 
Griffini  [&c..  Charter  set  out,  «uy)ra,  p.  16]. 

Inspeximus  eciam  cartam  quam  Wennunwen  filius  predicti 
Oueni  fecit  in  bee  verba. 

Universis  Sancte  Matris  ecclesie  filiis  tam  presentibus  quam 
ftituria  notum  sit  quod  Ego  Wennunwen  Oueni  filius  [&c,. 
Charter  set  out,  supra,  p.  300] . 

Inspeximus  insuper  cartam  quam  Celebris  memorie  Dominns 
Johannes  quondam  Rex  Anglie  progenitor  noster  fecit  Deo  et 
beate  Marie  et  Abbati  dicti  loci  de  Stratmarchell  et  monaehis 
ibidem  servientibus  in  hec  verba  : — 

Johannes  &c.  Sciatis  [&c.  Charters  set  out,  mpra,  p.  293] 
Inspeximus  eciam  cartam  quam  Celebris  memorie  Dominns 
Henricus  quondam  Rex  Anglie  avus  noster  fecit  eisdem  mona- 
ehis in  hec  verba : 

Henricus  dei  gratia  Rex  Anglie  Dominus  Hibemie,  Dux 
Normanie  Aquitanie  et  Comes  And.  Jnsticiariis  Vicecomitibus 
Prepositis  Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  salutem, 
Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  hac  carta  nostra  confirmasse  Deo  et 
Sancte  Marie  et  monaehis  de  Stratmarchell  quietanciam  de 
theoloneo  per  universam  terram  nostram  preterquam  in  civitate 
London  de  omnibus  his  que  ad  proprios  sues  spectaverint  Quare 
Volumus  et  firmiter  precipimus  quod  predicti  monachi  de  Strat- 
marchell quietanciam  habeant  de  theoloneo  per  universam  ter- 
ram nostram  sicut  superius  scriptum  est,  bene  et  in  pace  libera 
et  quiete  Hiis  testibus  R.  Marescall  Comity  Pembroc.  S.  de  Se- 
grave  Justiciario  nostro,  Waltero  de  Lacy  Fulcone  filio  Warin 
Godefrido  de  Crancumb.  et  aliis  Datum  per  manum  venerabilis 
patris  Rad.  Cicestr.  Episcopi  Cancellarii  nostri  apud  Here- 
ford quarto  decimo  die  Decembris  anno  regni  nostri  septimo 
decimo. 

Nos  antem  donaciones  concessiones  et  confirmaciones  pre- 
dictas  necnon  donacionem  et  concessionem  quas  Owinus  de 
Keveiliauc  filius  fecit  per  cartam  suam  Monaehis  de  Estrad- 
markell  in  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  Abrahe.  Da- 
daunut  filii  Goltwin  in  piano  et  bosco  et  omnibus  pertinentiis 
scilicet  dimidietatem  Trefnant. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  concessionem  quas  Abraham  Dadaunut 
filius  Goltwyn  per  cartam  suam  fecit  Monaehis  ejusdem  loci  in 
perpetuam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  eidem  Abrahe  jure  heredi- 
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tario  adjacente  scilicet  de  dicta  dimidietatem  Trefnant  in  piano 
et  bosco  et  omnibus  pertinentiis. 

Donacionem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas  pre- 
dictus  Wennunwen^  per  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  in 
liberain  quietara  x;t  puram  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  qne  vocatur 
Havot  Owein  et  de  Cumekallcli  Penant  Kentleg  et  de  terra  ilia 
que  est  inter  Dulas  et  Nant  Grescollen  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis 
suis. 

Donacionem  insuper  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas 
idem  Wennunwen*  per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  Mona- 
chis in  liberam  puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  terra  que 
vocatur  Talherthic  et  Estrad  Powyson  Bryndu  Newid^  venedauc 
Pennanyewent  Bothreiswall  Pennan^  batho  Mochraidre  Nan- 
meichat  Miniam  Nancoredon  et  de  omnibus  montanis  ad  Keveil- 
liauc  pertinentibus,  and  de  Keuencoht^  et  Cumcorh  sursum 
usque  ad  Kamdinir*  Keveillauc  et  de  tota  pastura  que  est  inter 
Kamdinir  Keveilliauc  et  Kamdinir  Karedigiaun  cum  pertinentiis 
suis. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quam  idem  Wennun- 
wen  et  omnes  fratres  sui  per  cartam  suam  fecerunt  dictis  Mo- 
nachis in  puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  ilia  que 
appellatur  Moydauc^  et  Brenhouen  et  de  dimidietate  terre  super 
quam  controversia  extitit  inter  villam  que  dicitur  Kaer  et  Tref- 
nant illam  scilicet  dimidietatem  que  ad  Kayre  pertinere  dice- 
batur  cum  pertinentiis  suis. 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen®  per  aliam  car- 
tam suam  fecit  monachis  predictis  de  tota  terra  que  est  inter 
Roswidaul  et  Barredin  cum  pertinentiis. 

Donationem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem 
Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  in 
puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  Dolwen  cum  om- 
nibus suis  pertinentiis. 

Donacionem  insuper  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Wennun- 
wen per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  predictis  in  puram 

*  A  translation  of  this  charter  is  given,  stipra,  p.  26. 

2  Some  of  the  places  mentioned  in  this  charter  are  also  mentioned 
in  the  charter  of  1190,  printed,  supra,  p.  28,  but  it  is  not  easy  to 
identify  the  boundaries.  ^  Newydd  fynyddog,  Llanbrynmair, 

*  Pennant  bacho,  in  Trefeglws,  near  the  boundary  of  Llanbrynmair. 
5  Cefncoch.  ®  Camddwr. 

7  Moydog,  Gaer  and  Trefnant,  are  in  the  parish  of  Castle  Caereinion. 
The  township  of  Moydog  forms  part  of  the  manor  of  Tirymynech 
(jjee  Mont  Coll.,  vol.  ii,  p.  110),  and  probably  this  charter  was  the 
tneans  by  which  it  was  so  constituted. 

*  This  charter  is  given  at  length,  *?7>r</,  p.  33. 
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et  perpetnam  elemosinam  de  omni  terra  ilia  que  vocatar  Riu- 
kaenessiet  cum  omnibus  pertdnentiis  suis. 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  car- 
tarn  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  omni  terra  que  vocatur 
Pennanttiki.* 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Wennun- 
wen per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  predictis  in  puram 
et  perpetnam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  de  Aberbretwen  cum 
omnibus  pertinentiis  suis  quam  dicti  monachi  a  propriis  here- 
dibus  ejusdem  ville  habuerunt. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Wennun- 
wen per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  loci  predicti  de 
omni  dimidietate  terre  que  vocatur  Deupin  quam  heredes  terre 
que  dicitur  Deupin  eisdem  monachis  vendiderunt. 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  car- 
tam suam  fecit  dictis  Monachis  de  tota  terre  parte  ville  illius 
que  dicitur  Gaher^  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  suis. 

Donacionem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas 
idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  pre- 
dictis de  tota  terra  infra  istos  terminos  scilicet  a  rivulo  qui 
est  inter  Havodwen  et  Pennanhyewen^  usque  ad  fluvium  qui 
dicitur  Toymen*  et  sicut  ducit  idem  fluvius  usque  ad  Nant 
Deren^  et  a  rivulo  illo  usque  ad  montem.® 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  car- 
tam suam  fecit  eisdem  Monachis  de  dimidietate  ville  quo 
vocatur  Rose  Karret^  noiatim  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  suis. 

Confirmacionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam 
cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  loci  predicti  de  tota  terra  que 
dicitur  Pvethgefn  quam®  Meuric  seis  filius  GriflBni  et  Griffud 
frater  ejus  scilicet  filii  ejusdem  Grifiini  et  filii  eorum  et  nepotes 
et  coheredes  terre  que  dicitur  Pvethgefn  dederunt  et  con- 
cesserunt  monachis  predictis  in  purara  quietam  et  perpetnam 
elemosinam  et  de  terra  que  est  inter  Gwernach  et  Stuthon 
quam  filii  et  nepotes  et  coheredes  predictorum  Meuric  et 
Griffud  post  mortem  eorum  vendiderunt  Monachis  eisdem. 

Donacionem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas 
idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  pre- 
dictis de  dimidietate  ville  que  dicitur  Stornaur  et  de  terra  que 
vocatur  Blani  Karno. 

^  There  was  litigation  about  this  place,  as  we  shall  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  show.     It  was  in  Mallwyd. 

2  Gaer  is  in  the  parish  of  Castle  Caereinion. 

*  Pennant  y  Waen  (t.  e.y  Waen  Cwnicalch),  in  Llaubrynmair. 

*  Twymyn.  *  Nant-deryn  ?  ^  Newydd  fyuyddog. 
7  Khos  y  giirreg.         ^  This  charter  is  printed,  aupm^  p.  303. 
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Confirmacionem  eciam  qnam  idem  Wennunwen  per  eandem 
cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  Cum*  Hannel  Gardllinein 
Ebedwossetht  et  Havot^  Gugaun  cum  pertinentiis. 

Confirmacionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam 
cartam  suam  fecit  monachis  predictis  de  tola  terra  que  appellatur 
Blani  Kamo*  tam  in  bosco  quam  in  piano  et  in  omnibus 
pertinentiis  suis. 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam 
suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  tota  terra  que  dicitur  Randir 
Gwiaun  in  omnibus  pertinentiis  tam  super  clivu  quam  subt'. 

Vendicionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam 
suam  fecit  dictis  monachis  de  dimidietate  terre  que  vocatur 
Randir  Gwiaun. 

Donacionem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas 
idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  dictis  monachis 
de  tota  terra  que  dicitur  Enacht^  mant  in  omnibus  pertinentiis 
suis  et  de  quinquaginta  et  quinque  acris  terre  et  dimidio  cum 
pertinentiis  suis  in  Estradelvedauc*  Tethinpride  Trepherhelic. 

Concessionem  eciam  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam 
cartam  suam  fecit  dictis  monachis  de  terra  scilicet  Sethtin  in 
omnibus  terminis  suis  et  pertinentiis  quam  heredes  terre 
ejusdem  eisdem  monachis  vendiderunt. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Wennunwen 
per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  toto  jure  quod 
Heylin  cognomine  Coyc  habuit  in  bosco  et  in  piano  aquis  et 
pratis  omnibusque  utilitatibus  de  villa  que  vocatur  Stratelvedan 
et  de  jure  duorum  filiorum  Gugan  de  eadem  villa  et  decem 
acris  terre  et  dimidio  in  eadem  villa. 

Vendicionem  insuper  quam  idem  Wennunwen  per  aliam 
cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  in  liberam  propriam  et  per- 
petuam  possessionem  de  tota  terra  que  dicitur  Elegirnant^  cum 
omnibus  pertinentiis  suis. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  concessionem  quas  idem  Wennunwen 
per  aliam  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  terra  que 
vocatur  Eskeirgelennen*  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  suis. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Wennun- 


^  Cwm  yr  anel.  ®  Hafod-gwgan.  '  Near  Rhoe^widol. 

*  Stradelfedan  and  Tyddyn  Pridd  are  in  the  upper  division  of  the 
parish  of  Pool,  and  the  latter  comprises  part  of  Powis  Castle  park,  and 
the  farm  of  Coed  y  dinas.  Trepherhelic  (Trehelig)  is  in  the  parish  of 
Castle  Caereinion.  Several  tenements  in  Stradelfedan  and  Trehelig 
are  situate  in  the  manor  of  Tirymynech  {Mont.  CoU.y  vol.  ii,  p.  110). 

»  Clegyniant,  in  Llanbryumair. 

^  Esgairgclynen,  in  Llaubrynniair. 
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wen*  per  aUam  cartam  snam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  in  puram  et 
perpetnam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  qoe  Tocatar  Coitllin  com 
omnibiis  pertinentiis  sais. 

Donacioiiem  et  concessioiiein  qoas  Maredock'  filios  Howell 
Dominos  provincie  que  dicitnr  Gjdermaun  per  cartam  saam 
fedt  monachis  predictis  de  tota  terra  que  Tocatur  Eskengaynauc 
in  omnibus  terminis  et  pertinentiis  snis. 

Yendicionem  et  confirmacionem  quas  Elisse^  Madoci  filias 
per  cartam  soam  fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  tota  terra  ilia  que 
Tocatnr  liechendin  com  omnibus  pertinentiis  snis. 

Yendicionem  eciam  qnam  idem  Elisse  per  aliam  cartam  snam 
fecit  dictis  Monachis  de  tota  terra  qne  dicitar  Nantfaith  cum 
omnibns  pertinentiis  snis. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  idem  Elisse  per 
aliam  cartam  snam  fecit  monachis  predictis  in  puram  et  per- 
petnam elemosinam  de  omnibus  terris  quas  habent  in  provincia 
!ue  dicitnr  Penllin*  noiatim  vero  partem  de  Keman  et  de 
iledwenin  et  Penanmaelgii  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  snis  et 
inde  de  omni  termino  Bewedauk^  et  usque  ad  Mautho^  et  de 
terra  insnper  quam  emerunt  a  Madauc  Hethga. 

Yendicionem  et  confirmacionem  quas  Owjnus  Madoci  filius 
cognomento  Broginton^  per  cartam  suam  fecit  monachis 
predictis  de  tota  terra  de  Blainhiveit. 

Yendicionem  quam  idem  Owinus  per  aliam  cartam  suam 
fecit  eisdem  monachis  de  parte  de  Keman. 

Yendicionem  eciam  quam  Madocus  Hethgam  per  cartam 
snam  fecit  dictis  monachis  de  tota  terra  que  est  infra  istos 
terminos  videlicet  a  Llinheskin  sicut  ducit  fluvius  qui  dicitnr 
Kaletdimer  usque  ad  rivulum  qui  vocatur  Bratfos  et  inde  per 
eundem  rivulum  usque  ad  locum  ubi  terminatur  silva  et  inde 
indirecto  usque  ad  lapidem  qui  eminet  super  montem  et  inde 
indirecto  usque  ad  verticem  PutlP  et  inde  sicut  ducit  idem 
Putir  usque  ad  fluvium  qui  dicitnr  Tarwerign  et  sicut  ducit 
fluvius  contra  cursum  suum  usque  ad  fluvium  qui  dicitnr  Kelin 
et  ab  eodem  Kelin  sicut  ducit  contra  cursum  suum  usque  ad 

^  It  will  be  remarked  that  this  is  the  last  mentioned  of  Wenun- 
wen's  grants  to  this  abbey,  which  were  not  less  than  twenty-five  in 
number.  Well  may  it  be  said  that  he  was  most  liberal  in  his  gifts  to 
the  religious  house  founded  by  his  father. 

*  This  charter  is  given  at  length,  aupra^  p.  21. 

*  Ateo  this,  mpray  p.  23.  But  the  charter  of  1198,  granted  by 
Elisse,  and  printed  sicpra,  p.  30,  is  not  mentioned  in  this  inspezimus. 

*  Penllyn,  Merioneth.  ^  Rhiwaedog. 

*  Mawddwy.  7  Porkingtou. 
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terminum  Penllin  et  Gwenech'  et  inde  sicut  ducit  idem  terminus 
Penllin  et  Gwenech'  usque  ad  locum  qui  dicitur  Ekelchet  et 
inde  usque  ad  verticem  fluvii  qui  dicitur  Geyro. 

Donacionem  eciam  et  concessionem  quas  Madocus^  filius 
GriflBui  per  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monaehis  in  liberam 
quietam  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  tota  terra  que  vocatur 
Eskenganauc  cum  omnibus  terminis  et  pertinentiis  suis  et  de 
parte  illius  ville  qui  dicitur  Gwethelwern  et  de  tota  terra  que 
vocatur  Banhadelauc  Lludiaun  cum  omnibus  terminis  et  per- 
tinentiis suis. 

Donacionem  eciam  quam  Lewelinus^  Northwallie  Princeps 
per  cartam  suam  fecit  monaehis  predictis  de  ilia  terra  que 
appellabatur  Banadellauc  luidion  cam  omnibus  pertinentiis  suis. 

Confirmacionem  eciam  quam  idem  Lewelinus  per  aliam 
cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monaehis  in  liberam  quietam  et  per- 
petuam elemosinam  de  omnibus  tenementis  sicut  carte  dona- 
torum  suorum  vel  venditorum  plenius  protestantur ; 

Donacionem  et  confirmacionem  quas  Kasswallaun  Owini^ 
filius  per  cartam  suam  fecit  eisdem  monaehis  in  puram  et  per- 
petuam elemosinam  de  tota  terra  de  villa  que  vocatur  Stradel- 
vedeen  cum  pertinentiis  suis  ; 

Donacionem  eciam  concessionem  et  confirmacionem  quas 
Thomas  Corbet*  per  cartam  suam  fecit  monaehis  predictis  de 
quadam  parte  Haye  ipsius  Thome  desuper  Cans ; 

Donacionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  Grifiinus  filius 
Wennunwen  per  cartam  suam  fecit  monaehis  predictis  de 
omnibus  tenementis  suis  in  liberam  quietam  et  perpetuam 
elemosinam  possidentis  sicut  carte  donatorum  suorum  vel 
venditorum  melius  et  plenius  protestantur. 

Concessionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  David  filius 
Lewelini  Principis  de  Aberfrau  per  cartam  suam  fecit  predictis 
monaehis  de  omnibus  terris  et  pascuis  quas  habebant  et  possi- 
debant   a  progenie    Blehdrus    circa   Grangiam^    que   vocatur 

^  This  charter  is  printed  at  length,  »upray  p.  305. 

^  Also  this,  sujyra^  p.  306. 

'  Caswallawn  was  the  natural  son  of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  who  gave  him 
the  comoti!  of  Llanerchudol,  in  which  Stradelfedan  was  situated.  This 
was  probably  a  confirmation  of  the  grant  previously  made  by  Wen- 
nunwen, his  natural  brother  (see  suprciy  p.  6,  note  1). 

*  The  land  granted  by  this  charter  is  situate  near  the  boundary  of 
the  parish  of  Biittiugton,  and  is  still  called  Monksfield,  and  so  marked 
in  the  Ordnance  Map.    The  forest  of  Hayes  is  in  the  parish  of  Worthen. 

•  Can  this  grange  be  in  Llangadfan  parish  1  In  that  parish  there 
was  reputed  to  be  a  small  cell  or  monastery  belonging  to  this  abbey, 
and  this  is  the  only  reference  which  we  have  found  that  appcai-s  likely 
to  refer  to  it. 
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Lfainnegaden  et  circa  vaccariam  que  vocatur  Camhesgyn  cum 
omnibus  siiis  pertinentiis. 

Vendicionera  eciam  quam  Goroun  Joab  et  Idnerch  filii 
Johannis  cognomento  Lasswen  necnon  et  Meillir  illorum  nepos 
fecerunt  predictis  monacliis  de  toto  jure  suo  in  villa  de  Stratel- 
yedan. 

Donacionem  eciam  concession  em  et  confirmacionem  quas 
Owinus  filius  Griffud  per  cartam  suam  fecit  predictis  monachis 
in  puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  de  quietancia  de  tolneto 
apud  Lampademe  et  apud  Aberestwith  de  omnibus  venditis  et 
emptis  et  piscatoribus  et  de  libertate  emendi  et  vendendi  ac 
piscandi  in  eisdem  locis  tarn  in  terra  quam  in  mari  libere  et 
quiete  sine  aliqua  exaccione  vel  consuetudine  in  omni  pace. 

Concessionem  eciam  et  confirmacionem  quas  Robertus  filius 
Willielmi  Rufi  Dominus  de  Wilaustun  per  cartam  suam  fecit 
prefatis  monachis  de  omnibus  terris  et  donacionibus  quas  de 
predicto  Roberto  vel  antecessoribus  suis  unquam  adquisierunt 
sen  possederunt  tam  in  Brourotpol  quam  in  ceteris  terris  nbi- 
cunque  ad  feudum  ejusdem  Roberti  de  Wilaustun^  spectantibns. 

1  Robertus  filius  Willielmi  Rufi  Dominus  de  Willaustun,  was  Ro- 
bert Pigot,  "  who,  in  1240,  is  entered  as  holding  a  knight's  fee  of  the 
Barony  of  Caus  in  Wilaston"  (Eyton's  Antiquitits  of  Shropshire^  vii, 
113) ;  and  ^fr.  Eyton's  inference  that  Robert  was  the  son  of  William 
{Ibid.y  xi,  106),  is  here  confirmed.  In  a  volume  of  Shropshire  MSS.  in 
the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford,  Weston  Library  (ejr.  inf.  Hon. 
and  Rev.  John  R.  0.  Bridgeman),  there  is  a  pedigree  of  the  Williams's 
of  Willaston,  and  opposite  the  name  of  "  Will.  Bigot  (d"*.  de  Willas- 
ton",)  1181,  "  who  was  father  of  "  Rob.  Pigot  (d".  de  Willaston,  and 
Aston  Pigot,  1220),  there  is  a  note  that  he  ("Will.  Bigot")  "gave 
lauds  to  the  Abbey  of  Stradmarcell,  39  Henry  III."  This  note  pro- 
bably gives  the  date  of  the  charter  correctly,  1249-50,  but  attributes 
it  wrongly  to  the  father  instead  of  to  the  son.  Mr.  Eyton  gives  the 
following  reference  to  the  possessions  of  this  abbey  near  Woolaston. 
"  Also  the  Abbot  of  Pole  (t.  e.  Ystrad  Marchell)  held  half  a  virgate  in 
Willaveston  of  the  Fee  of  Caus"  (Eot.  Hundred y  ii,  66,  67) ;  and  adds, 
that  he  supposed  "  that  it  was  in  respect  of  this  tenure  in  Woolaston 
that  the  Jurors  in  Ford  Hundred  presented  the  Abbot  of  Pole  as  non- 
attendant  at  the  Assizes"  of  1256.  "  Brourotpol,"  or  Bromrochpol, 
Mr.  Eyton  says  (Antiquities  of  Shropshire^  vii,  44),  was  in  the  district 
about  the  Breiddin,  but  that  he  was  not  able  to  ideutify  it  with  any 
existing  vill.  This  charter  shows  that  "  Brourotpol"  was  situate 
within  the  fee  of  "William  de  Wilaustun." 

Mr.  Eyton  also  mentions  the  following : — "  The  Abbot  of  Pole 
(Ystrad  Slarchell)  had  also  5s.  annual  rent  in  Merse,  of  the  fee  of 
Roger  (read  Reginald)  de  Botereus.  It  was  perhaps  owing  to  some 
tcn-itorial  dispute  that  this  abbot  had  impleaded  Koger  de  Mersse 
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Vcndicionem  insuper  et  confirmacionem  quas  Willielmus* 
Hunalt  fecit  per  cartam  suam  monachis  predictis  de  tercia 
parte  tocius  terre  que  vocatur  Hehtway  cum  omnibus  perti- 
nentiis  suis. 

Testificacionem  eciam  quam  Louelinus  filius  Marednd  Prin- 
ceps  de  Talherthic  fecit  per  scriptum  suam  de  vendicione 
tocius  terre  que  vocatur  Pennantigi. 

Dictis  monachis  ab  omnibus  propriis  heredibus  tocius  terre 
facta  ratas  habentes  et  g»tas  eas  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
qnantnm  in  nobis  est  dilectis  nobis  in  Christo  Abbati  et  con- 
ventui  dicti  loci  de  Stradmarchell  et  successoribns  suis  conce- 
dimus  et  confirmaviraus  prout  carte  et  scripta  predicta  ration- 
abiliter  testantur  et  prout  iidem  Abbas  et  conventus  et  eorum 
predecesBores  terras  et  tenementa  predicta  hactenus  tenuerunt 
et  libertatibus  predictis  rationabiliter  usi  sunt  et  gavisi ; 

Hiis  testibus  Edmundo  Comiti  Kane'  fratre  nostro  carissimo 
Jobanne  de  Britannia  Gomite  Bichemund^  Adomaro  de  Valencia 
Comite  Pembroch  Edmundo  Comite  Arundell  Johanne  de 
Warenna  Comite  Surr.  Johanne  de  Hastynges  Johanne  de 
Somery  Had®  Basset  de  Drayton  Gilberto  Pecche  Senescallo 
hospicii  nostri  et  aliis  Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  Tutte- 
bargh  duodecimo  die  Marcii  anno  regni  nostri  quintodecimo. 

In  an  instrument,  which  may  be  called  the  foundation 
charter  of  Oswestry  Hospital,  and  which  passed  about 
1210-1215,  E-eyner,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  embodied 
most  of  the  endowments  with  which  he  enriched  his 
hospital,  and  the  witnesses  to  this  instrument  are — 
Abbot  of  Stratmarchel],  John,  Abbot  of  Valle  Crucis, 
and  Ithel  Fitzalan,  the  Dean.  Here  the  abbot  of  this 
abbey  (whose  name  unfortunately  is  not  preserved) 
takes  precedence  of  the  abbot  of  VaUe  Crucis. 

and  Robert,  Provost  of  Mersse,  before  Judges  Delegate  (i.  e,  in  a 
Spiritual  Court)  at  Rothelan  (Rhuddlan).  The  immediate  ground  of 
action  is,  however,  stated  to  have  been  bloodshed  {de  sanguine  fuso)*' 
(Eytou's  Antiquities  of  Shropshire^  vii,  128,  citing  Rot.  Hundred,  ii, 
66,  67).  "  Merse"  (Marsh)  is  in  the  hundred  of  Ford.  How  this  rent 
was  acquired  we  are  unable  to  say.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  this  in- 
speximus  charter,  nor  does  the  land  granted  by  it  appear  to  be  be- 
longing to  the  fee  of  "  Robert  de  Wilauston." 

1  William  Hunald  held  half  a  fee  in  Merton  (Marton)  under  Wil- 
liam de  Cantilupe,  to  whom  the  seigneury  of  Marton  descended  as 
collateml  heir  of  De  Boilers  (Eyton's  Shropsldre,  xi,  81);  where  the 
land  called  "  Hehtway"  is  wc  arc  unable  to  say. 
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In  1226  GriflSth,  son  of  Llewelyn,  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  granted  a  charter  to  this  abbey.  Upon  Wen- 
nunwen  being  deposed  by  Prince  Llewelyn,  the  latter 

E laced  his  son,  Griffith,  over  Powys,  of  which  however 
e  was  afterwards  deprived.  During  his  reign  he 
granted  a  charter,  of  which  we  are  able  only  to  give 
an  imperfect  translation  : — 

To  all  the  faithful  in  Christ  to  whom  this  present  writing 
shall  come.  Be  it  known  that  I  Griffith  the  son  of  Llewelyn 
Prince  of  North  Wales  have  granted  given  and  confirmed  to 
God  and  the  blessed  Mary  and  the  Monks  of  Strat  Marchell 
for  the  salvation  of  my  soul  in  pure  and  perpetual  eleemosinage 
freely  and  quietly  without  any  reclamation  or  secular  custom 
the  whole  land  which  is  called  Hawoth  Owen*  with  all  its 
boundaries  and  appurtenances  namely  from  Tollaing  directly 
to  Evemow  thence  to  Nantyreira  thence  along  a  rivulet 
even  to  its  rising  thence  to  Bonendynanelin'  thence  direct  to 
Rithewohc  thence  along  the  summit  of  the  mountain  to  Nan- 
havawc'  thence  inde  vont  de  subt  salicibus  usque  ad  eius 
exitum  Pulilledan*  exalta  vero  p  te  versus  flumen  quod  vocatur 
from  the  aforesaid  place  circuitously  to  the  rivulet  which  is 
called  Hurht  and  from  that  river  to  Thaen.^  I  have  moreover 
granted  to  them  common  of  pasture  through  all  the  land  which 
is  between  Havoth  Oweyn  and  Rywmayn  gum  in  breadth  in 
length  even  to  Derwen.  I  have  also  given  to  tliem  the  land 
which  is  called  Pennant  Yeweinc  and  Cwm  Kalaht*  as  better 
testify  the  charters  of  our  Lord  Wenwnwyn  and  the  land 
which  is  within  the  rivulet  which  is  called  Nantu  even  to  its 
source  thence  along  the  summit  of  the  mountain  to  Carneddwen. 
I  have  in  like  manner  given  also  these  lands  namely  Rosekarrec 
with  all  its  boundaries  and  appurtenances  and  Pennant  Kenhllig 
with  these  boundaries  namely  from  the  rising  of  the  rivulet 
which  is  called  Nanteskoleny  onwards  as  it  leads  to  Dulas  from 
Dulas  even  to  Dengi  from  Dengi  to  its  rising.  In  like  manner 
that  land  which  is  between  Dulas  and  Nanteskoler  as  better 
witnesses  that  charter  which  the  said  monks  have  between 
them  and  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  land.  I  have  also  given  to 
them  Kevenchoch  with  its  boundaries  and  appurtenances.     In 

1  Hafodowen,  in  Llanbrynraair. 

*  Bonmaenmelin.  ®  Nanthanog.  *  Pwll  llydau. 
^  Hwrdd  and  Yaeu  are  both  in  Llunbryumair. 

*  Q.  Cwm  calch. 
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like  manner  I  have  given  to  the  aforesaid  monks  all  that  land 
which  is  between  Korth  (Govs  or  Corw  ?)  and  Einiawn  so  that 
no  other  monks  shall  have  in  that  any  use  or  commonage^  or 
proprietorship  except  the  monks  of  Strat  Marchell  but  all  the 
aforesaid  boundaries  and  donations  which  relate  to  Keveylioc 
I  have  given  them  as  better  witnesseth  the  charter  of  our 
Lord  Wenwnwyn  to  be  held  fully  and  honourably  in  all  peace 
and  I  have  given  to  them  Edugoehd  [Dugoed  ?]  with  all  its 
boundaries  and  appurtenances  towards  Keveyliauck  as  they 
better  and  more  freely  held  it  in  the  time  of  our  Lord  Wen- 
wnwyn freely  and  quietly  in  perpetual  possession.  But  truly 
this  donation  hath  been  made  in  the  year  from  the  incarna- 
tion of  our  Lord  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
These  witness  T.  et  J.  monks  of  Strata  Marcella  R.  and  M. 
converts  of  the  said  house  and  of  the  seculars  Griffith  the  son 
of  Rodri^  Blehddyn  the  son  of  Meuric  Meylir  du  T.  and  all  the 
sons  of  Mororan  G.  the  son  of  Daniel  G.  the  son  of  Meredith 
Goronwy  the  son  of  David  Huhedreth  Crutheul  and  many 
others. 

The  cLaxter  is  at  Wynnstay,  and  is  perfect,  but  the 
wax  of  the  seal  is  gone,  the  bag  only  remaining. 

This  charter  confirms  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  numerous 
grants  made  by  Wennunvren,  with  one  notable  excep- 
tion, viz.,  the  very  extensive  one  of  the  whole  province 
of  Cyfeiliog,  dated  in  1201,^  which  is  not  mentioned  in 
it.  We  infer,  therefore,  that  the  extensive  territory 
granted  by  Wennunwen,  by  his  charter  of  1201,  was 
retained  in  the  hands  of  Griffith  during  his  reign  over 
Powys,  which  was,  however,  of  short  duration.  Griffith 
for  some  reason  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  father, 
who  consequently  set  him  on  one  side,  and  adopted  his 
younger  son  David  to  succeed  to  the  government  of 
North  Wales  and  Powys.  This  led  to  a  war  of  succes- 
sion between  the  two  brothers,  Griffith  and  David. 
David  deprived  Griffith  of  Pov^ys  and  Arustley ;  but 
Henry  III,  King  of  England,  having  interfered  in  the 
quarrel,  took  Powys  and  restored  it  to  the  rightful 
heir,  Griffith,  the  son  of  the  deposed  Wennunwen,*  and 
he  (Griffith)  succeeded  David  ap  Llewelyn  in  the  quiet 

^  Usu  vel  communione.  ^  Rodric,  son  of  Owen  Gwynedd. 

5  Sttpra,  pp.  297-8.  *  Mont  Coll.,  vol.  i,  pp.  18,  23,  et  seq. 
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possession  of  North  Wales,  and  took  GriflSth  ap  Lle- 
welyn, the  rightful  heir,  a  prisoner  to  London,  who 
soon  afterwards  broke  his  neck  in  attempting  to  escape. 
These  historical  events  throw  a  light  on  circumstances 
connected  with  these  charters,  which  otherwise  might 
seem  obscure.  It  appears  that  the  province  of  Cyfeiliog, 
though  given  by  Wennunwen  in  1201  to  this  abbey, 
was  not  included  in  Griffith  ap  Llewelyn's  charter  of 
1226,  but  was,  in  fact,  kept  and  enjoyed  by  the  latter 
during  his  temporary  government  in  Powys,  that  he  in 
his  turn  was  deprived  of  it  by  his  brother  David,  from 
whom  it  was  again  taken  by  Henry  III,  and  restored 
to  Griffith,  the  son  and  heir  of  Wennunwen.  These 
historical  circumstances, — particularly  the  fact  that 
Griffith  ap  Llewelyn  by  his  charter  of  1226  confirmed 
the  gifts  of  parts  of  Cyfeiliog  but  omitted  to  confirm 
the  grant  of  1201,  which  had  given  the  whole  pro- 
vince to  the  monks, — explain  why  portions  of  ancient 
Cyfeiliog  continued  afterwards  for  about  three  centuries 
in  the  possession  of  this  abbey,  whilst  the  bulk  of  the 
province  descended  in  the  family  of  the  ancient  princes 
of  Powys  during  nearly  the  same  period,  notwithstand- 
ing that  Wennunwen  had  originally  parted  with  the 
whole  of  the  province. 

We  are  now  come  to  a  remarkable  contention  which 
arose  between  this  abbey  and  that  of  Cwmhir,  in  Rad- 
norshire. It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  boundaries 
laid  down  in  the  charter  of  1201,  the  province  of 
Cyfeiliog  extended  some  distance  into  Cardiganshire 
(anciently  Ceredigion),  but  that  portion  was  intended 
by  Wennunwen,  in  the  same  charter,  for  the  abbey  of 
Cwmhir.     The  exception  runs  thus  : — 

''  Except  to  the  monks  of  Cwmhir  to  whom  by  the  petition 
of  the  monks  of  Strat  Marchell  I  have  granted  the  pastures 
between  Corf  (Cors  and  Corw)  and  Einiaun.^' 

In  the  year  1226  a  serious  dispute  arose  between  the 
two  abbeys  with  reference  to  the  ownership  of  this 
tract  of  land,  and  it  appears  that  the  monks  of  Strat 
Marchell,  notwithstanding  they  had  petitioned  Wen- 
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nun  wen  to  grant  this  land  to  the  abbey  of  Cwmhir, 
were  so  greedy  and  unprincipled  as  to  prevail  upon 
Grifl&th  ap  Llewelyn  to  insert  in  his  charter  of  1226  the 
clause — 

''  I  have  given  to  the  aforesaid  monks  all  that  land  which  is 
between  Korth  [Cors  or  Corw]  and  Einiaun  so  that  no  other 
monks  shall  have  in  that  any  use  or  commonage  or  proprietor- 
ship except  the  monks  of  Strat  Marchell,  but  all  the  aforesaid 
boundaries  and  donations  which  relate  to  Keveylioc  I  have 
given  to  them/*  &c. 

This  seems  to  be  an  ambiguous  reference  to  the 
charter  of  1201,  with  the  view  of  depriving  the  monks  of 
Cwmhir  of  the  land  intended  for  them  by  Wennunwen, 
and  yet  not  confirming  the  large  grant  made  by  that 
charter  to  the  monks  of  this  abbey,  and  it  seems  pro- 
bable that  this  charter  was  obtained  from  Griffith  after 
the  contention  had  sprung  up.  The  monks  of  Cwmhir 
would  not  submit  to  the  over-reaching  conduct  of  the 
monks  of  this  abbey,  and  seem  to  have  lost  no  time  in 
appealing  for  redress  to  the  general  chapter  of  the 
Cistercian  order,  and  they  were  not  disappointed  in  the 
result. 

The  award  of  that  body,  of  which  we  are  enabled  to 
print  a  translation,  is  a  remarkable  and  interesting 
document,  and  shows  the  extraordinary  organisation  of 
the  Cistercian  order,  and  the  means  by  which  it  could 
resolve  disputes  between  houses  subject  to  its  jurisdic- 
tion. The  award  disapproves  of  the  conduct  of  the 
monks  of  this  abbey,  and  decrees  that  "  in  all  things 
which  in  that  composition  are  contained,"  [meaning  pro- 
bably the  said  clause  inserted  in  Griffith  ap  Llewelyn's 
charter,  which  not  improbably  was  obtained  after  the 
dispute  had  arisen]  **be  reduced  into  that  state  in 
which  they  were  on  the  day  on  which  that  composi- 
tion is  said  to  have  been  made;"  and  among  other 
things  it  is  awarded  that  between  "Chorw  and  Euyaun 
that  part  which  appertaineth  to  Ceredigion  they  of 
Cwmhir  shall  have,  and  that  part  which  pertaineth  to 
Kevyllauc  they  of  Pole  shall  have." 
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The  award,  which  is  interesting  in  other  respects, 
runs  as  follows  : — 

To  all  the  sons  of  our  Holy  Mother  Church  Brother  G. 
Abbot  of  the  Cistercian  Order  and  the  whole  Assembly  of  the 
Abbots  of  the  General  Chapter  eternal  salv^ation  in  our  Lord. 
Know  ye  that  since  a  cause  which  was  pending  between  the 
Houses  of  Pole  and  Cwmhir  by  our  authority  was  intended  to 
be  terminated  by  H.  of  White  House.  A.  of  Dore  K.  of  Kair- 
lyon  Abbots  at  length  by  compromise  amongst  the  arbitrators 
in  such  manner  it  hath  been  set  at  rest  as  is  contained  in  the 
underwritten  form : — 

To  all  the  faithful  in  Christ  to  whom  this  present  writing 
shall  come  H.  of  White  House  A.  of  Dore  and  K.  of  Kayrlyon 
beloved  abbots  eternal  salvation  in  our  Lord.  We  have  received 
a  command  in  these  words  : — 

Brother  G.  the  beloved  Abbot  of  the  Cistercian  Order  and  the 
whole  assembly  of  the  Abbots  of  the  General  Chapter  to  the 
Venerable  in  ('hrist  H.  of  White  House  A.  of  Dore  K.  of 
Kayrlyon  eternal  salvation  in  our  Lord.  Since  in  the  past  year 
the  settling  of  a  cause  between  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Cwmhir  of  the  one  part  and  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Pole 
of  the  other  part  in  this  year  according  to  the  attestations 
which  you  have  sent  to  us  careful  counsel  being  had  hath  been 
revoked  by  the  authority  of  the  General  Chapter  distinctly 
[instructing  you,  procipicatis  (?)]  We  command  you  as  far  in  all 
things  which  in  that  composition  are  contained  is  not  opposing 
may  be  reduced  into  that  state  in  which  they  were  on  the  day 
in  which  that  composition  is  said  to  have  been  made  That 
composition  we  have  truly  given  you  to  universal  "  cautelain  '* 
namely  to  the  Abbot  of  the  White  House  that  all  things  may 
be  reduced  to  their  former  state  We  will  therefore  of  equity 
that  twenty-one  pounds  may  be  rendered  to  the  Abbot  and 
Convent  of  Pole  by  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Cwmhir  giving 
to  you  plenary  powers  that  the  aforesaid  may  preserve  the 
aforesaid  [''  ut  predictis  capellatis  predicta  servare]  If  there- 
fore the  secular  arm  of  either  party  should  be  present  against 
the  other  party  that  the  less  it  may  enjoy  the  possessions 
adjudged  to  it  let  it  be  punished  by  authority  of  the  highest 
order  and  if  hereupon  it  should  not  come  to  its  senses  ye  shall 
relate  the  same  to  the  following  General  Chapter  Done  in  the 
Gregorian  year  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 

By  the  authority  of  this  command  proceeding  in  the  cause  after 
various  allegations  by  compromise  according  to  the  instructions 
at  length  the  disagreement  is  set  at  rest  by  G.  Abbot  of  Pole 
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by  the  consent  of  his  convent  and  A.  Abbot  of  Cwmhir  by  the 
consent  of  his  convent  associating  with  them  from  the  seniors 
and  counsellors  of  their  said  houses  about  fifty  persons  Have 
compromised  for  us  H.  of  the  White  House  and  K.  of  Kayrlyon 
executors  of  the  said  cause  also  P.  the  Abbot  of  Strat  Flur 
S.  and  K.  of  Dore  and  Kayrlyon  the  superiors  that  they  stand 
to  an  arbitration  over  the  whole  lands  and  all  other  things  in 
these  presents  as  well  they  of  Pole  as  they  of  Cwmhir  are 
bound  under  a  penalty  of  a  hundred  marks  to  be  paid  when 
one  party  should  leap  from  the  other  party  and  this  arbitration 
hath  been  made  in  the  Gregorian  year  1227  the  Ides  of  July 
and  Radenor  (?)  namely  that  all  the  land  which  is  of  the  monks 
at  present  between  Lngth  [Llwyd  ?]  and  Buga  from  the  Moor 
upwards  which  is  above  [or  beyond]  Broetmenith  in  a  direct 
course  through  the  middle  shall  be  divided  in  length  as  long  as 
it  shall  endure  [quamdiu  duraverint]  whether  toward  Pem- 
lymon  or  towards  any  other  place  so  that  it  be  divided  between 
the  two  houses  and  that  the  moiety  which  is  towards  Luyth 
should  remain  to  those  of  Pole  and  from  that  moiety  they  of 
Cwmhir  should  have  the  whole  land  of  Cwmbuga  and  Blainguy 
in  their  boundaries  but  between  Chorw  and  Enyaun  that  part 
which  appertaineth  to  Ceredigion  they  of  Cwmhir  shall  have  and 
that  part  which  pertaineth  to  Kevylauc  they  of  Pole  shall  have 
concerning  one  and  twenty  pounds  formerly  received  for  Cwm- 
buga and  now  by  these  presents  adjudged  to  the  House  of  Pole 
two  parts  the  Monks  of  Pole  shall  have  and  a  third  part  the 
Monks  of  Cwmhir  Also  all  the  lands  which  at  the  present 
time  are  possessed  by  the  Monks  of  Pole  as  well  as  the  Monks 
of  Cwmhir  shall  be  possessed  by  each  for  ever  without  being 
questioned  And  all  writings  and  muniments  opposed  to  this 
arbitration  shall  be  held  for  nothing  but  whoever  of  the  Monks 
or  Convents  shall  contend  that  this  form  of  specifying  ia  infirm 
by  all  proper  men  even  to  remote  times  they  shall  be  sent  forth 
out  of  Wales  not  to  return  but  by  the  General  Chapter  ['s  con- 
sent] and  whoever  shall  conceal  any  instrument  which  could 
profit  this  composition  or  shall  keep  back  amongst  the  rest 
unless  by  the  consent  of  a  former  Abbot  let  them  be  excom- 
municated And  this  composition  in  the  Chapter  of  both  houses 
we  have  caused  to  be  read  to  which  there  is  no  contradiction 
And  that  this  composition  may  remain  firm  and  unshaken  the 
said  arbitration  and  G.  of  Pole  and  A.  of  Cwmhir  and  T.  of  Valle 
Crucis  Abbots  together  with  us  to  the  present  writing  with  the 
consent  of  either  convent  have  appended  their  seals  There 
being  witnesses  Kenweric  of  Kayrlyon  Hoy tlen  of  White  House 
and  Dolphin  of  Strat  Flur  Richard  de  Bruerya  and  Nicholas  of 
VOL.  IV.  Y 
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Baildewas  Monks  Kadncan  the  sonof  Ythailof  Stratflar  David 
of  Aberconway  Converts  That  this  form  of  composition  may 
remain  firm  and  unshaken  for  ever  we  have  drawn  it  by  our 
authority  and  by  the  impressions  of  our  seals  to  be  firmly 
confirmed  by  these  presents  that  neither  party  may  in  any 
measure  contend  that  this  form  of  specification  is  infirm. 

The  original  of  this  remarkable  document  is  at  Wynn- 
stay.  In  the  account  of  Cwmhir  Abbey  in  the  ArchcB- 
ologia  Cavfibrensis^  there  is  given  a  translation  of  the 
Inspeximus  Charter  to  that  abbey  of  2  Edward  II, 
which  thus  mentions  Wennunwen's  grant  of  Cwm- 
buga : — 

*'  And  also  the  grant  which  Gwenwynwyn  ap  Owen  Kyveilauc 
made  to  the  aforesaid  Monks  [of  Cwmhir]  of  the  land  which 
is  called  Cwmbuga  with  its  appurtenances/' 

And  Cwmbuga  is  there  described  to  be  a  farm  between 
five  and  six  miles  north-west  from  Llanidloes,  in  the 
parish  of  Trefeglwys. 

In  1232  Heniy  III  granted  to  the  abbey  a  charter 
of  freedom  from  tolls  throughout  his  territory,  except 
London,  which  is  set  out  in  the  Inspeximus  Charter, 
mpra  p.  308. 

In  1255  (39  Henry  III)  the  hundred  Rolls  of  Shrop- 
shire mention  the  plea  before  alluded  to,  which  the 
abbot  had  with  Roger  de  Merse  (Marsh,  near  West- 
bury,  Salop). 

Dicunt*  (juratores)  eciam  quod  Abbas  de  Pola  implacitavit 
Rogerum  de  Mersse  et  Roberta m  prepositam  de  Mersse  coram 
judicibus  delegatis  apud  Rothelan  de  sanguine  fuso. 

Dicunt  quod  Abbas  de  Pola  tenet  dimidiam  virgatam  terre 
in  Willaneston  do  feodo  de  Caus  et  de  annuali  redditu  suis 
Morsse  de  feoudo  Rogeri  de  Botereus  quinque  solidos. 

There  is  no  further  account  of  this  suit,  nor  does  it 
appear  when  the  abbey  parted  with  their  possessions 
in  Marsh. 

{To  he  continued,) 

1  Vol.  iv,  p.  233. 

2  Rot  Hund,,  ii,  66,  67.  The  hundred  rolls  contain  no  proceed- 
ings. They  are  the  returns  to  a  commission  issued  2  Edward  I,  to 
in(|uire  into  the  king's  rights,  royalties,  and  prerogatives,  and  into 
frauds,  encroachments,  and  abuses  throughout  the  kingdom. 
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LLYN    Y    DREIDDIAD    VRAWD. 

The  Pool  of  the  Diving  Friar} 


GwENWTNWYN  withdrew  from  the  feasts  of  his  hall ; 
He  slept  very  little,  he  prayed  not  at  all  : 
He  pondered  and  wandered,  and  stndied  alone, 
And  sought,  night  and  day,  the  philosopher's  stone. 

Ho  fonnd  it  at  length,  and  he  made  its  first  proof 
By  turning  to  gold  all  the  lead  on  his  roof; 
Then  he  bought  some  magnanimous  heroes,  all  fire, 
Who  lived  but  to  smite  and  be  smitten  for  hire. 

With  these,  on  the  plains,  like  a  torrent  he  broke ; 
He  filled  the  whole  country  with  fiame  and  with  smoke  ; 
He  killed  all  the  swine,  and  broached  all  the  wine  ; 
He  drove  off  the  sheep  and  the  beeves  and  the  kine. 

He  took  castles  and  towns ;  he  cut  short  limbs  and  lives ; 
He  made  orphans  and  widows  of  children  and  wives. 
This  course  many  years  he  triumphantly  ran. 
And  did  mischief  enough  to  be  called  a  great  man. 

When,  at  last,  he  had  gained  all  for  which  he  had  striven, 
He  bethought  him  of  buying  a  passport  to  heaven ; 
Good  and  great  as  he  was,  yet  he  did  not  well  know 
How  soon,  or  which  way,  his  great  spirit  might  go. 

He  sought  ihe  grey  friars,  who,  beside  a  wild  stream. 
Refected  their  frames  on  a  primitive  scheme ; 
The  gravest  and  wisest  Gwenwynwyn  found  out, 
All  lonely  and  ghostly,  and  angling  for  trout. 

Below  the  white  dash  of  a  mighty  cascade, 
Where  a  pool  of  the  stream,  a  deep  resting-place  made. 
And  rock-rooted  oaks  stretched  their  branches  on  high. 
The  friar  stood  musing,  and  throwing  his  fly. 

To  him  said  Gwenwynwyn  ;  "  Hold,  father,  here's  store, 
For  the  good  of  the  church,  and  the  good  of  the  poor." 
Then  he  gave  him  the  stone  ;  but,  ere  more  he  could  speak. 
Wrath  came  on  the  friar,  so  holy  and  meek. 

*  This  ballad  appeared  in  the  Cambrian  Quarterly  Review,  iii,  235,  as 
a  quotation  from  a  book  called  *'  Crotchet  Castle."  Its  reproduction  hero 
may  be  pardoned  as  a  compensation  for  the  dry  details  relating  to  Gwen- 
wynwyn contained  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

Y  2 
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He  had  stretched  forth  his  hand  to  receive  the  red  gold, 
And  he  thought  himself  mocked  by  Gwenwynwyn  the  Bold ; 
And  in  scorn  of  the  gift,  and  in  rage  at  the  giver, 
He  jerked  it  immediately  into  the  river. 

Owenwynwyn,  aghast,  not  a  syllable  spake  ; 

The  philosopher's  stone  made  a  duck  and  a  drake  : 

Two  systems  of  circles  a  moment  were  seen, 

And  i^e  stream  smoothed  them  off,  as  they  never  had  been. 

Gwenwynwyn  regained,  and  uplifted  his  voice  ; 

"  Oh  friar,  grey  friar,  fall  rash  was  thy  choice  ; 

The  stone,  the  good  stone,  which  away  then  hast  thrown, 

Was  the  stone  of  all  stones,  the  Philosopher's  stone  !" 

The  friar  looked  pale,  when  his  error  he  knew  ; 
The  friar  looked  red,  the  friar  looked  bine ; 
And  heels  over  head,  firom  the  point  of  a  rock. 
He  plunged,  without  stopping  to  pull  off  his  frock. 

He  dived  very  deep,  but  he  dived  all  in  vain, 
The  prize  he  had  slighted  he  found  not  again : 
Many  times  did  the  friar  his  diving  renew. 
And  deeper  and  deeper  the  river  still  grew. 

Gwenwynwyn  gazed  long,  of  his  senses  in  doubt. 
To  see  the  grey  friar  a  diver  so  stout ; 
Then  sadly  and  slowly  his  castle  he  sought. 
And  left  the  friar  diving,  like  dab-chick  distraught. 

Gwenwynwyn  fell  sick  with  alarm  and  despite, 
Died,  and  went  to  the  devil,  the  very  same  night  j 
The  magnanimous  heroes  he  held  in  his  pay, 
Sacked  his  castle,  and  marched  with  the  plunder  away. 

No  knell  on  the  silence  of  midnight  was  roll'd. 
For  the  flight  of  the  soul  of  Gwenwynwyn  the  Bold  ; 
The  brethren,  unfeed,  let  the  mighty  ghost  pass, 
Without  saying  a  prayer,  or  intoning  a  mass. 

The  friar  haunted  ever  beside  the  dark  stream  ; 

The  Philosopher's  stone  was  his  thought  and  his  dream  ; 

And,  day  after  day,  ever  head  over  heels 

He  dived  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  his  meals. 

He  dived,  and  he  dived,  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
As  the  peasants  oft  witnessed  with  fear  and  amaze  ; 
The  mad  friar's  diving-place  long  was  their  theme, 
And  no  plummet  can  fathom  that  pool  of  the  stream. 

And  still,  when  light  clouds  on  the  midnight  winds  ride, 
K  by  moonlight  you  stray  on  the  lone  river  side. 
The  ghost  of  the  friar  may  bo  seen  diving  there. 
With  head  in  the  water,  and  heels  in  the  air. 
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5^0IDENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  REBEL- 
LION   OF    OWEN    GLENDOWER    IN 
POWYS-LAND. 


HE  insurrection  of  the  Welsh,  of  which  Owen  Glendower 
as  the  leader,  commenced  in  the  year  1400.  On  the 
itli  March,  1401,  an  oppressive  ordinance  was  pub- 
rilned  against  the  insurgent  Welsh,  one  article  of  which 
a^  that  "  the  minstrels,  bards,  rhymers,  wasters  and 
bher  vagabond  Welsh  in  North  Wales,  be  not  suffered 
onceforth  to  ovemm  the  country  as  has  been  done 
efore ;  but  let  them  be  entirely  forbidden  on  the  pain 
fa  year's  imprisonment."*  Previous  to  this,  on  the  10th 
^arch,  another  general  pardon  had  been  offered  to  the 
etels  who  would  submit,  exceptiug  three,  Owen  Glen- 
Lower,  Rees  ap  Tudor,  and  William  ap  Tudor,*  and  this 
3  the  first  mention  of  the  first  named  iu  the  documents 
•elating  to  the  insurrection  of  the  Welch  at  this  period. 

Our  present  object  is  merely  to  note  such  references 
IS  are  made  in  public  documents  or  other  sources  of 
information  to  Powys-land  and  its  inhabitants,  as  they 
were  affected  by  or  implicated  in  the  insurrection. 

In  a  letter  dated  at  Shrewsbury,  15th  May,  1401, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Henry  V,  writes  a  long 
letter,  informing  the  Keeper  of  the  Marches  of  Wales  of 
Glendower's  intended  invasion  of  England;  of  his  vaunts 
that  "  he  intended  to  come  to  battle  with  the  English." 
The  prince  then  describes  the  manner  id  which  he  had 
destroyed  by  fire  his  principal  mansion,  "Saghen," 
(Sycharth),  and  his  other  at "  Glyndourdy,  etc.  It  then 
})roceed8  : — 

^  Rjmer's  F(edera,  vol.  iii,  p.  200.  2  m^i^  p.  lOp. 
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"  We  then  proceeded  to  the  commote  of  Edeimion  in  Meri- 
onethshire^  and  there  laid  waste  a  fine  and  populous  country ; 
thence  we  went  to  Powys  and  ♦  ♦  ♦.  There  being  a  want 
of  provender  in  Wales  for  horses,  we  made  our  people  carry 
oats  with  them^  and  pursued  our  march." 

From  this  we  gather  that  the  Prince  visited  Powys- 
land,  but  that  his  stay  seems  to  have  been  of  no 
duration. 

In  the  spring  of  1401,  Henry  Percy,  the  famous  Hot- 
spur, was  besieging  the  castle  of  Conway,  which  wa.s 
held  by  the  insurgents,  but  with  indifferent  success,  and 
on  the  4th  June  Percy  writes  to  the  Privy  Council, 
complaining  of  the  increasing  turbulence  of  the  country 
and  he  speaks  of  his  having  defeated  the  insurgents  in 
Cader  Idris,  and  of  news  having  reached  him  that  the 
Lord  Po^s  had  fought  with  and  defeated  Owen  Glen- 
dower  and  many  of  nis  followers  on  their  way  to  his 
(Percy's)  uncle,  Thomas  Percy  Earl  of  Worcester/  This 
exploit  was  performed  by  John  de  Cherleton,  Lord  of 
Powys,  just  before  his  death  which  occurred  the  1 9th 
October,  1401.^ 

In  the  battle  fought  by  Glendower  at  Melienydd  in 
Radnorshire,  on  12th  June,  1402,  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  take  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer,  uncle  of  the 
Earl  of  March,  prisoner.  In  consequence  of  Henry  IV  s 
refusal  to  pay  Sir  Edmund  s  ransom,  the  latter  joined 
Glendower. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  Sir  Edmimd,  is  to 
our  present  purpose,  as  it  alludes  to  and  endeavours  to 
protect  his  tenants  in  "  Arwystlev,  Kevelioc  and  Kerey- 
non."  The  original  is  in  French,  but  we  give  the  trans- 
lation : — 

'^  Very  dear  and  well  beloved,  I  greet  you  mach,  and  make 
known  to  you  that  Owen  Glyndowr  has  raised  a  quarrel,  of 
which  the  object  is,  if  King  Richard  is  alive,  to  restore  him  to 
his  Crown,  and  if  not,  that  my  honoured  nephew,  who  is  the 
right  heir  to  the  said  Crown,  shall  be  King  of  England,  and  that 
the  said  Owen  will  assert  his  right  in  Wales.  And  I,  seeing, 
and  considering  that  the  said  quarrel  is  good  and  reasonable, 

^  Moiif^omcrijshirc  Colleciions,  vol.  i,  p.  282.         ^  Jll^l^  p,  283. 
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have  consented  to  join  in  it^  and  to  aid  and  maintain  it^  and^ 
by  the  grace  of  God,  to  a  good  end.  Amen.  I  ardently  hope, 
and  from  my  heart,  that  you  will  support  and  enable  me  to 
bring  this  struggle  of  mine  to  a  successful  issue.  I  have, 
moreover,  to  inform  you,  that  the  Lordships  of  Mellenyth, 
Werthrenon,  Raydre,  the  Commot  of  Udor,  Arwystly,  Kevei- 
Uioc  and  Kereynon,  are  lately  come  into  our  possession;  where- 
fore, I  morever  entreat  you,  that  you  will  forbear  making  inroad 
into  my  said  lands,  or  to  do  any  damage  to  my  said  tenantry, 
and  that  you  furnish  them  with  provisions  at  a  certain  reason- 
able price,  as  you  would  wish  that  I  should  treat  you ;  and 
upon  this  point  please  to  send  me  an  answer.  Very  dear  and 
well-beloved,  God  give  you  grace  to  prosper  in  your  begin- 
nings, and  to  arrive  at  a  happy  issue.  Written  at  Mellenyth, 
the  13th  day  of  December. 

'*  Edmund  Mobteheb. 
^'  To  my  very  dear  and  well-beloved  M.  John 
Greyndor,"^   Howell  Vaughan,  and  all  the 

fentles  and  commons  of  Radnor  and  Pres- 
emde/'  ^ 

It  would  appear  from  this  letter  that  the  fortune  of 
war  had  put  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer  into  actual  or  pre- 
sumed possession  of  the  lordships  of  "  Arwystly,  Keve- 
llioc,  and  Kereynon/'  which  were  previously  the  property 
of  the  Cherletons,  Lords  of  Pov^ys.  John  de  Cherleton 
died  seized  of  them  on  19th  October,  1401,  and  there- 
fore it  must  be  that  Glendower  had  seized  them  before 
the  following  June,  and  suffered  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer 
to  have  them,  possibly  as  one  of  the  inducements  of  his 
joining  him  in  the  insurrection. 

Owen  Glendower  was  now  in  the  meridian  of  his 
glory,  and  in  1402  began  to  act  the  part  of  a  prince, 
and  summoned  the  estates  of  Wales  to  meet  at  Machyn- 
Ueth,  the  chief  town  in  "  Keveillioc,"  where  he  caused  his  • 
title  of  prince  to  be  acknowledged.'  He  was  formally 
crowned.  The  building  in  which  this  parliament  assem- 
bled is  still  standing,  although  condemned  to  the  ignoble 

^  Sir  John  Greindre  afterwards  appears  in  the  English  army,  that 
fought  successfully  against  Glendower  in  1405  (Pennant,  i,  369). 

^  Ellis's  Original  Letters^  2nd  series,  vol.  i,  p.  24. 

5  Wynne's  History  of  Wales,  by  Llwyd  of  Llanybrochwel,  282  ; 
Pennant's  Tours,  i,  359. 
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purpose  of  a  stable.  We  are  enabled  to  give  an  engrav- 
ing of  it.  The  porch  was  standing  tiU  within  a  few 
years  ago,  when  it  was  taken  down  by  Earl  Vane.  The 
narrow  escapes  which  Glendower  had  of  assassination, 
by  Sir  David  Gam,  and  his  subsequent  revenge,  it  is 
not  to  our  purpose  further  to  allude  to.  But  this  event 
shows  how  strong  an  influence  Glendower  had  acquired 
in  "  Kevelioc"  and  the  centre  of  Powys-land,  and  how 
large  a  number  of  partizans  he  had  in  this  district. 

A  proclamation,  dated  May  28,  1401,  in  the  second  of 
Henry  IV,  names  Glendower  and  other  rebels  as  as- 
sembling in  the  Marches  of  Caermarthen. 

The  dreaded  and  proscribed  "  minstrels,  bards,  and 
rhymers,"  by  a  persistent  reference  to  ancient  wrongs, 
and  ancestral  deeds  of  daring,  found  no  difficulty  in 
arousing  the  dormant  national  spirit  of  the  Welsh. 
Patriotic  adventurers,  political  outcasts,  Welsh  labourers, 
from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  Welsh 
scholars  from  the  universities  flocked  to  join  the  standard 
of  Glendower.  We  subjoin  an  original  paper*  on  this 
latter  circumstance,  which  fully  corroborates  the  Roll  of 
Parliament,  and  lends  a  particular  local  interest  to  our 
subject  as  it  brings  to  our  notice  members  of  some  of 
our  leading  contemporary  families,  whose  patriotic  in- 
stincts, rising  superior  to  self  interest,  induced  them  to 
stake  life  and  property  on  the  hazardous  game  of  rebel- 
lion against  Enghsh  rule. 

"Howel  Kethin  bachiler  of  the  law,  duellyng  in  Myghell 
Hall  at  Oxenford. 

''  Maister  Morros  Stove  of  the  Collage  of  Excestre  at  Oxen- 
ford. 

"  Jev'  Coghith  scoler,  duellyng  in  Tensvikes  In  at  Oxenford. 

"  Maister  David  Leget  Brith,  duellyng  in  Teusvikea  In  at 
Oxenford. 

''  John  Lloid  duelling  in  Cattestrete  in  Seint  Marie  entra 
a|e  ♦  ♦  ♦. 

''  Johan  Pole  sais  that  Howel  Kethin  forsaide  schuld  have 
counseilled  Oriff  ap  Jen'  schaier,  that  duelled  under  Brey thin,  to 
go  till  Owein  and  ouell  with  him  and  for  to  become  his  mon.  Also 
he  sais  that  Maister  Morees  Stove  was  with  Owein  this  somer 

^  Ellis's  Origimd  LdlerSf  2nd  scries,  vol.  i,  p.  8. 
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last  Tpast.  Also  he  sais  that  Owein  send  after  Maister  David 
Leget*  be  him,  that  he  schuld  com  till  hym  and  be  his  man. 
Also  he  sais  that  Griff,  ap  Jevan  forsaid  told  him  that  John 
Lloid  assured  him  be  his  trowth  that  he  schald  com  to  hym  in 
to  Wales  for  to  be  com  Owein's  man. 

"  T  mong  all  othir  things  be  confessed  that  he  was  y  send  be 
Owein  for  these  Clerks  foresaide  in  to  Englond  for  to  bryng  hem 
to  him  in  to  Wales.  Also  he  sais  that  Jankyn  Tyby  of  the  North 
country  bring  the  lettres  owte  of  the  Northe  centre  to  Owein  as 
thei  domed  from  Henr.  Son  Percy .'^^ 

"  Johan  Pole,"  the  informant,  being  conversant  with 
the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  others  mentioned  in  the 
tiibove,  was  not  improbably  from  Pov^ysland.  Lewys 
Dwnn^  gives  ns  the  genealogy  of  Sir  Owen,  or  Dr.  Owen 
Pool,  who  was  of  the  tribe  of  Brochwel,  being  the  son 
of  "  David  Vychan  ap  Davydd  ap  Adda  ap  Einion  ap 
Gwyn  (or  Gwenwys)  ap  Griffith  ap  Bely  arglwydd 
Cegidva  Ymhowys,"i.e.,  Lord  of  Guilsfield  in  Powys. 

We,  however,  are  left  in  no  imcertainty  as  to  the 
identity  of  "  Howel  Gethin,"  or  Bowdler,  of  Brompton. 
Hiw  descendants,  the  Gethins  of  Brompton,  entered 
their  pedigree  at  the  Salop  Visitations  of  1584  and 
1623.  The  patent  roll,  5th  Henry  IV,*  informs  ns  that 
**  John  Brigg  had  a  grant  of  all  the  estate  of  David  ap 
Cadwalader,  a  rebel,  in  Brompton,  Rishton,  Timberthe, 
Chirberie,  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever."*  This  David 
ap  Cadwalader  ap  John  Bowdler  of  Brompton,  was 
Howel's  father,  and  fifth  in  descent  from  William  de 
Boulers  (living  1325)  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Howel 
de  Brompton.  His  son,  Griffith  ap  Howel  (Gethin)  was 
in  the  5th  Henry  VII,  contending  for  the  Harrington 
estates  with  Margaret  Middleton,  the  heiress,  and  after- 
wards wife  of  David  Uoyd  of  Marrington.  "The  names  of 
the  nineteen  witnesses  yt  was  against  Griffith  ap  Howell 
ap  David  of  the  Rustock*  (Rhiston),  and  with  Margaret 

^  Not  improbably  the  David  Lloyd  ap  Jenan  ap  Madoc,  the 
brother  of  "  Griff,  ap  Jen'  Sckaier",  and  who  received  a  pardon  9th 
May,  9  Hen.  IV.  »  Cleop.  F  iii,  fol.  54  b. 

s  Visitations  of  Wales,  vol.  ii,  p.  102.  *  P.  2,  m.  2. 

*  Doke's  Antiquities  of  Shropshire j  p.  125. 

*  Ru8tock=:yr  Ystog  (Churchstoke). 
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Midleton,  heires  to  John  Midleton  ap  Pierce  Midleton," 
who  married  Catherine,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Hugh 
de  Boulers,  or  Hugh  Bowdler,  Lord  of  the  manor  of 
Harrington,  are  given  in  Lewys  Dwrm.^  Howel  Gethiu, 
the  lineal  descendant  of  Baldwyn  de  Boulers,  the  great 
Norman  baron  who,  with  Sybil  de  Falaise,  King  Henry's 
niece,  received  as  dower  the  lordship  and  honour  of 
Montgomery,  was  the  possessor  of  extensive  estates  on 
the  border,  and  influentially  connected  by  marriage. 
His  wife  was  Jane,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Meredith 
ap  Adda  Moel,  by  Jane,  a  grandaughter  of  Sir  Roger 
Mortimer  of  Wigmore.^  This  Meredith  ap  Adda  Moel 
was  steward,  as  his  father-in-law  before  him  had  been,  of 
"Kerry,  Kedewen,  Arwystli  and  Cyveiliock,"Hhe  Mor- 
timer possessions  in  Powysland.  Janet,  the  daughter 
of  Howel  Gethin  and  Jane,  married  Meredith  ap  BJiys 
David  Lloyd,  "Esqr.  of  the  body  to  K.  Henry  the  7th  ; 
steward  of  Kery,  Kedewen,  Arwystli,  Kyveiliock,  and 
High  Constable  of  the  Castle  of  Montgomery,"  whose 
father  Rhys  had  held  the  same  position  and  office  imder 
Edward  IV/  The  estates  of  David  ap  Cadwalader 
Bowdler  in  Brompton,  Rhiston,  Timberthe,  and  Chir- 
bury  were  forfeited,  5th  Henry  IV,  a.d.  1403,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  engaged  in  the  designs  of  Owen 
Glendower/  "  Howel  Bowdler,  alias  Gethin, ''the  grand- 
son of  Howel  Gethin  above,  married  Margaret,^  the 
daughter  of  Reignalt  of  Garth,  the  third  son  of  Sir 
Griffith  Vaughan. 

We  have  seen  that  Howel  Gethin's  father-in-law, 
Meredith  ap  Adda  Moel,  was  the  steward  of  Edmund 
de  Mortimer  s  lordships  in  Powysland,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter, in  1402,  had  joined  Glendower ;  and  that  dose 
upon  this  event,  in  uie  5th  Henry  IV,  1403,  the  pater- 
nal estates  of  Howels  father  had  been  confiscated  for 
the  same  treasonable  act.     From  the  above  letter  we 

1  Visitations  of  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  276. 

«  Ibid,,  vol.  i,  p.  316. 

8  Ibid.  *  Ibid.,  pp.  314,  315. 

5  Mr.  Joseph  Morris's  MS.  Vis.  of  Salop,  p.  1131.         «  Ibid. 
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father  that  he  was  the  chief  promoter  of  local  rebellion, 
lis  motives  were  not  improbably  a  firm  attachment  to 
the  house  of  Mortimer,  coupled  with  a  desire  to  recover 
his  family  inheritance.  His  persuasive  counsels  had,  it 
seems,  the  effect  of  engaging  some  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of 
Brochwel  Ysgithrog,  if  not  their  connections  the  influ- 
ential family  of  Llwydiarth,  in  the  daring  and  treason- 
able adventure  which  had  recently  provea  so  ruinous  to 
his  father. 

Foremost  among  them  was  "Griff  ap  Je'n  sckaier, 
(esquire)  that  duelled  under  Breythin/'  He  was  the 
father  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan,  knight 
banneret  of  Agincourt.  leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Wenwys, 
the  father  of  the  "  sckaier,"  had  a  numerous  family  of 
four  sons  and  nine  daughters  :  First,  David,  whom  we 
shall  find  implicated  in  Owen  Glendower's  insurrection, 
and  subsequently  pardoned,  9th  March,  9th  Henry  IV. 
Second,  Meredydd ;  third,  Gruffydd  the  "  sckaier  f 
fourth,  Owen.  The  matrimonial  alliances  of  his  nine 
daughters  are  given  in  the  Cedwyn  MS.,  according  to 
which  "Annes,''  his  fifth  daughter  married  "  Jenkyn  ap 
Llewelyn  ap  Einion  ap  Kelynin"  of  Llwydiarth.  "  Grif- 
fith ap  Jankin  ap  Llewn.  ap  Eignion  ap  Kelynin  "  was 
out  with  Owen  Glendower  and,  as  we  shaU  see,  par- 
doned 7th  May,  7th  Henry  V.  The  6th  of  July  follow- 
ing is  the  date  of  an  instrument*  already  printed,  con- 
taining a  qualified  pardon  for  past  offences,  and  a  grant 
of  privileges  to  "  leuan  ap  Grifl&th  ap  leuan  ap  Madoc 
ap  Wenwys"  and  "  Griffith  his  brother"  for  the  capture 
of  Lord  Cobham,  the  Lollard.  The  implication  of  Sir 
Griffith  Vaughan  in  Owen  Glendower  s  rebellion  has 
already  been  inferred,^  and  this  inference  is  considerably 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  his  father,  uncle,  and 
cousin,  were  thus  engaged. 

The  poet  chronicler  of  the  period,  Lewis  Glyn  Cothi, 
in  an  elegy  dedicated  to  "Griffith  ap  leuan  ap  Madoc 
ap  Wenwys  of  Cawres"  (Cans  Castle),  particularises  the 

^  Montgovieryshire  Oollcctiofis,  vol.  i,  p.  319. 
2  Ibid.,  vol.  ii,  p.  158. 
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latter's  local  influence,  his  generous  hospitality,  and  his 
valour  as  a  military  chief  of  ancient  lineage  ;  and  inci- 
dentally explains  the  expediency  of  Howel  Gethin  s 
counsels  to  him  whom  the  letter- writer  styles  "  Gruff, 
ap  le'n  sckaier  that  duelled  under  Breythin."  The 
landed  possessions  of  the  latter  with  those  of  his  imme- 
diate family  and  tribe,  of  which  he  was  the  military 
chief,  su  rrounded  the  Breidden  Hills.  This  historic  and 
prominent  feature  in  the  landscape  of  Severn's  beautiM 
valley  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  radiating  centre  of 
his  patrimony.  The  "  Breidden  Forest,"  then  probably 
covering  those  hills,  and  the  outlying  "Criggion  Moores," 
were  confirmed  to  his  great  grandson,  Humphrey  Lloyd 
of  Leighton,  sheriff  in  1641,  by  a  grant  from  Edward 
Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Baron  of  Caus, 
dated  12th  May,  11th  Henry  VHI.* 

The  following  is  a  literal  translation^  from  the  ori- 
ginal Welsh,  which  is  to  be  found  in  "Gwaith  Lewys 
Glyn  Cothi,"'  published  for  the  Royal  Cambrian  Insti- 
tution in  1837 ;  as  is  also  the  ode  on  the  decapitation  of 
Griffith's  son, "  Sir  Gruflftith  Vychan  of  Powys."  Sidney 
Smith  once  said  that  everything  suffered  by  translation 
but  a  bishop.  Welsh  scholars  will  probably  agree  with 
him  in  this  particular  instance,  where  expressions  in- 
troduced to  meet  the  exigencies  of  Welsh  poetry  have 
to  appear  in  an  English  garb.  The  Welsh  mietres  are 
remarkably  stringent,  but  Lewys  Glyn  Cothi  did  not 
always  scruple  to  break  them.  In  this  poem  he  is  said 
to  have  shown  great  skill,  and  therein  are  passages  of 
considerable  beauty  and  power  which  must  necessarily 
suffer  when  literally  rendered. 

"  The  warm  treasure  of  Cawres*  is  thine^  Griffith 
Of  the  sharp-pointed  spear  of  ash. 
Great  God  !  may  Christ's  cross  save  us. 
And  be  a  prop  under  the  centre  of  the  world. 

^  Montgomeryshire  Gollectinns,  vol.  ii,  pp.  218,  219. 
^  By  R.  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Newtown 
8  Dosp.  vi,  No.  2,  p.  423. 

*  Caus  Castle,  the  caput  of  the  ancient  Corbet  Barony,  was  at 
this  time  held  by  the  Earls  of  Stafford.     Hall,  in  his  account  of  the 
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"  The  world  now  is  gone  it  cannot  be  denied. 
Under  thee,  Griffith,  will  we  unite. 
Through  the  spearmen  leuan  struck ; 
Since  thy  father  to  thee  we  look. 

"  To  thee  our  song  after  our  wine 
Dear  hero,  according  to  the  song 
Affectionate  will  be  the  aim  of  Uan 
And  the  Nudd  Hael  of  the  old  hall. 

"  Old,  and  weak,  and  active,  all 
Have  gone,  good  omen^  to  thy  snug  houses. 
Old  Cawres,  a  refuge  to  escape  the  storm 
Whither  all  from  all  parts  of  the  world  incline. 

''  The  whole  world  have  been  indulged  with  thy  wealth. 
And  all  supported  with  warm  welcome ; 
The  hand  of  innocent  Sampson  opened  the  golden  gates  ; 
The  hand  of  God  and  his  gifts  made  pleasant  the  place. 

"  Enthroned  Mary  her  shield  placed  around  thee ; 
God's  hand  was  around  the  place  where  content  prevailed ; 
Griffith  (ap)  leuan  I  to  thy  stronghold  and  thy  Cawres  ! 
Griffith,  good  of  nature,  uncorrupt-of-faith  have  I  named 
thee. 

"  Madog,^  generous  leader,  bring  more  to  the  gay  court ; 
The  fame  will  grow  of  the  soldier  of  the  (tribe  of)  Gwenwys. 
Win  glory  freely  given  {lit.  given  with  the  hand)  in  the  land, 

second  Jorys. 
Into  thy  two  arms,  win  the  two  Powyses ; 
Alo  of  Maelawr,  the  valiant,  with  his  finger  brought  about 

peace; 
Win  for  thyself  praise  in  the  three  islands. 

"  Griffith  !  a  noble  uncorrupt-of-faith,*  noble  peacock.* 

battle  of  Shrewsbury,  says,  "  al  the  confederates  (who  had  pro- 
mised to  join  the  Percies  and  Glyndower)  them  abandoned  and  at 
the  daie  of  the  conflict  left  alone,  the  erle  of  Stafford  only  excepte, 
which  beyng  of  a  haute  corage  and  hye  stomache  kept  his  promiBO 
and  joined  with  the  Percies  to  his  destruccion,"  xx  h,  Griffith  ap 
leuan  was  probably  the  seneschal  of  their  Barony  of  Cans,  as  his 
great  grandson,  Humphrey  Lloyd  of  Leighton,  certainly  was  to 
their  descendants,  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Backinghani,  and  to 
his  son  Henry,  Lord  Stafford. 

^  Grandfather  of  Griffith  ap  leuan. 

*  UncoiTupt-of-faith  (W.  Groywffydd)  is  frequently  used  in  this 
poem  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  metre. 

*  Peacock — ^a  term  often  applied  by  the  old  poets  to  their  patrons 
in  an  eulogistic  sense. 
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Griffith  !  peacock  worthy  and  strong,  head  of  theGrr-wr 
Griffith!  hand  of  Caron,  oncorropt-of-faiUi,  Lion  of  Ca^r 
Griffith  !  of  Brochwel's*  lineage,  pnre,  stroi^  of  arm. 
Griffith  !  may  forty  of  thy  generations  prosper  for  tliyi-'^ 

try's  sake. 
Griffith  !    a  great  struggle  approaches,  uncomipk:- 

give  a  smart  stroke. 

"  Maclgwn  art  thou  Griffith  !  like  onto  Gwen,  orTiifffyN 
Avarwy,  Laancelot,  when  (the)  marriage  took  place 
Of  generons  partners  that  kept  a  hospitable  court; 
Sir  Gai  ap  Ivan  who  holds  Sir  Bevis'  spear, 
Sir  Griffith'  with  Nudd's  features,  during  thj-fatkV:  : 

time  a  burden, 
(Weighs)  on  our  two  countries ;   Sir  Aron*  doabte  " 
thou). 

"  Go  !  picked  men  of  your  femily  !  beat  Alice's  cUfe  ^^^ 
Beat  them  with  good  confidence,  kinsmen  of  Rhys  Te«  ^ 
Stout  low-growing  vine,  kinsmen  of  all  the  Gwenwr?; 
Parapet  of  Severn  side,  trim  grove  in  a  beautifiil  w^]- 

"  Cogidva*  there  proclaims  your  nature. 
Giant  of  Trevlydan,7  kinsman  to  a  multitude  (of  descomii 
of  Gwladus. 

1  The  descendants  of  Gwyn  or  Gwynwys  ap  Griffith  api-^ 
"the  Garth,*'  as  the  latter  is  styled  by  the  old  herald  oaniij. ^^ 
nnmerous  and  influential  in  Powys-land.     See  the  "  ^^f^^  '^ 
Key  Chart  to  the  tribe  of  Brochwel  Ysgithrog,  Prince  of  ^  v 
whose  members  have  served  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  cos^'. 
Montgomery."     MojiL  Coll.,  vol.  ii,  p.  210.  ,  o  .. 

2  Either  Brochwel  ap  Aeddan,  Lord  of  Broniarth,  Giu|tt^;;; , 
Denddwr,  great  grandfather  of  Gwenwya;  or  Brochwel  x^*-- 
frora  whom  Brochwel  ap  Aeddan  was  ninth  in  descent.       ^ , 

8  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan,  Knight  Banneret^  the  second  son  o.  ^' 
fith  ap  lenan. 

*  Madoc,  great  grandfather  of  Sir  Griffith  Vangha»^/:p 
Arddyn,  daughter  of  Rhys  ap  Sir  Aron  ap  Bledri,  Knignt  y 
Holy  Sepulchre.     Arms  :  ar,,  three  bulls'  heads  conped, ^^^^r, 

^  Alice's  children— the  English — so  called  from  AUc^m^'-'^ 
wife  or  daughter  of  Hengist  or  Horsa. 

»  Guilsfield.  ., 

7  In  "the  Genealogie  of  the  Ancient  and  Worsp'.  i«, 
Wynne  of  Garth,  *     *  by  John  Salusbury  de  Erbistocke,  Ja^  ' 


1677,"  ho  is  styled  "  S'-Griffith  Vychan  of  BuTgedm^Tr^^^^^^ 
Maesmawr,  Gaervawr  and  much  other  lands  in  Guilsfij^^^'J^^^  j 
banneret  under  King  Henry  the  Fifth  in  Agincourt  field  in  ^'^^^   ( 
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"  Cratlier  (with  a)  soldier's  word  the  candles  of  Melwas  ; 
Smite  every  hatefnl  man,  and  traitor  intent  (on  treachery)  ; 
Reticent  art  thou,  darling ;  of  the  same  blood  as  Einws  ; 
Griffith,  send  the  beech-tree,  clear-of-faith, 
Christ  on  the  Cross,  and  in  thy  footsteps  shall  follow 
All  the  men  of  thy  treasure,  Cawres/' 

This  inspiriting  call  to  arms  was  doubtless  written  at 
the  commencement  of  the  outbreak.  The  poet's  men- 
tion of  "  Sir  Griffith"  in  this  elegy  to  his  father  is  cor- 
roborative evidence,  in  addition  to  the  fact  of  his  being 
styled  a  knight  on  the  Welchpool  burgess  roU  in  1406, 
tliat  he  had  been  knighted,  although  not  a  knight 
banneret,  some  years  before  the  battle  of  Agincourt, 
which  waa  fought  in  1415. 

Pursuing  the  course  of  events  we  find  that  on  the 
5th  August,  4th  Henry  IV,  Sir  Edward  de  Cherleton 
addressed  a  letter^  to  tne  Privy  Council,  informing  them 
of  the  incursions  of  the  Welsh,  and  praying  for  rein- 
forcement. This  same  year  he  had  been  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  two  castles  of  Caerleon  and  Usk,  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  his  estates  ;  from  which  it 
would  be  natural  to  infer  that  Owen  Glendower  had 
retreated  from  Powys, 

In  the  same  year  Lady  Powys,  the  first  wife  of  Ed- 
ward de  Cherleton,  discloses,  by  a  letter  she  wrote  to 
the  king,  the  devastation  her  dowry  in  Wales  (from  her 
first  husband,  Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,)  had  sus- 
tained, and  the  spoil  her  then  husbands  estates  had 
suffered;  in  consequence  of  which  she  obtained  an  aid  in 
maintenance  of  her  two  daughters  by  her  first  husband. 
In  the  following  year,^  1404,  Edward  de  Cherleton 
has  permission  from  the  king  in  council  to  make  a  truce 
for  his  castle  of  Pole.  Nevertheless,  Glendower  opened 
the  campaign  with  vigour,  and  laid  waste  the  enemies' 
country,  and  took  the  castles  of  Harlech  and  Aberyst- 
with.  He  then  directed  his  march  into  Powys,  and  fell 
in  with  an  English  army  at  "  Mynydd-cwm-du,"  where 
he  was  defeated.     In  this  battle  the  banner  of  Glen- 

'  Printed  in  Mont.  Coll,  vol.  i,  p.  285.     2  Mont,  Coll.,  vol.  i,  p.  287. 
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dowcr  was  taken  from    his   standard  bearer,  Kb 
Richard  ap  Howel   ap  Morgan  Lloyd  of  Albrey.  > 
somkUhI  from  Rhiwallon  ap  Dingad  ap  Tudor  Trtv 
but  Glendower  had  his  revenge  upon  hisvictoR,wl 
he  pursued  and  shortly  afterwards  defeat^d.^ 

During  the  desultory  -warfare  that  ensued,  P-^ 
Heoms  to  have  escaped,  owing  probably  to  tie  cvlc 
t<  >ry  policy  of  the  Government.      In  consideration  >1 
great  losses  suffered  by  Sir  Edward  de  Oierletonbi 
n^|H*ated   aggressions  of  Owen    Glendower,  the  i . 
Henry  IV,  in    the  9th  year   of  his  reign,  A.D.  U 
granted  a  pardon  to  such  of  Lord  Powys  s  tenants  r*s^i 
inittei* 

Among  the  few  remaining  historical  records  ot  t:- 
turbulent  times  are  five  of  such  pardons,'  grant.  1 
Edward  de  Cherleton,  Lord  of  Powys,  to  his  ttna:]:?. 

The  first  in  order,  as  earliest  in  date,  viz.,  1  Itli  M ii 
9th  Henry  IV,  is  to  "  David  Lloit  ap  leu'n  ap  Mad^  -^ 
Southstradmargell."  This  pardon  was  executed  by  ^ 
ward  de  Charleton"  at  his  castle  of  PooL    David  U 
of  the   tribe  of  Brochwel  Ysgithrog,  was  the  s^x^ 
leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Wenwys,  of  South  Strata  Mara 
In    Edward   de   Cherleton  s    charter    to    Sir  Gr^: 
Vaughan  and  his  brother  leuan,  the  latter  were  - 
firmed  in  all  the  lands  they  held  in  the  Ioid<!i ; 
South  Stradmarcell,  as  of  the  inheritance  of  It '  ' 
Madoc  ap  Wenicys  their  grandfather,  orof  thepn'K 
of  Griffith  ap  leuan  their  father.  David  Lloit  was.  tli 
fore,  their  uncle  and  the  brother  of  Griffith  apl^- 
styled  above  the  "  sckaier  duelling  under  Bre}ti  » 
He  is  probably  identical  with  "  Maister  Dand  L^-' ■ 
sent  for  by  Owen  Glendower  "  that  he  schiild  ci'Hi  t - 
hym  and  be  his  man,'' 

»  FennanVs  Tours,  voL  i,  p.  367.  «  Mimt.  CoH.,  toU,  p- -' 

'  These  interesting  and  cnrions  documents  have  beeniiWj 
for  publication  to  the  Powys-land  Clnb  bj  Sir  Watkin^^n 
Wynn,  Bart.,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  (through  the  mwi  uc 
Sir  Hugh  Williams,  Bart.)     They  form  good  specimens  of  tk'^ 
documents,  illustrative  of  the  history  of  Powys-land,  that  are  t<^    j 
found  in  the  archives  of  Wynn  stay.  i 
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Edwardus  de  Charlton  doininns  Powisie  omnibus  Christi 
fidelibas  ad  qnos  presentes  litere  pervenerint  salatem  Sciatis 
nos  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  pardonasse  remississe  et  relaxasse 
David  Lloit  ap  Jenn  ap  Madoc  de  Sonthstradmarghell  omni- 
modas  transgressiones  oppressiones  offensa  felonias  mardra 
raptus  mulieram  et  omnino  ac  specialiter  insarrectiones  rebel- 
liones  et  proditiones  que  et  quas  ipse  fecit  ab  inicio  mundi  usque 
in  bunc  diem  et  omnino  cum  Oweno  de  Glyndoudoy  tempore  in- 
Burrectionis  et  rebellionis  dicti  Oweni  in  quantum  in  nobis  est 
et  secundum  tenorem  et  potestatem  carte  domini  Regis  Hen- 
rici  quarti  tenentibus  nostris  rebellibus  de  dominio  nostro 
Powisie  fact'  et  concess'  Ita  quod  dictus  David  nee  heredes 
sui  decetero  ratione  premissorum  sen  eorum  alicuius  calump- 
nietur  seu  calumpnientar  occasionetur  sen  occasionentur  grave- 
tur  seu  graventur  in  futurum  ac  eciam  quod  nos  predictus 
Edwardus  dominus  Powisie  concesserimus  per  cartam  uostram 
dilecto  avuncolo  nostro  Rogero  de  Cherleton  omnia  terras 
tenementa  et  possessioues  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  suis  perti- 
nentiis  predicti  David  infra  to  turn  dominium  nostrum  Powisie 
prout  in  predicta  carta  dicti  avnnculi  nostri  plenius  continetur, 
que  et  quas  terras  tenementa  et  possessioues  dictus  Rogerus 
ad  raanus  nostras  sursum  reddidit  Ita  quod  predictus  Rogerus 
aut  heredes  sui  nullum  ius  seu  clamen  inde  decetero  exigere 
potest  vel  possunt  sed  inde  sint  exclusi  Unde  nos  predictus 
Edwardus  dominus  Powisie  de  gratia  nostra  predicta  dedimua 
concessimus  et  hac  presente  carta  nosti'a  confirmavimus  pre- 
dicto  David  omnia  terras  tenementa  redditus  et  servicia  bona 
catalla  debita  et  possessioues  que  et  quas  idem  David  habuit  et 
tenuit  ante  insuiTectionem  suam  predictam  Habend'  et  tenend' 
omnia  predicta  terras  tenementa  redditus  et  servicia  bona 
catalla  debita  et  possessiones  cum  omnibus  suis  pertinentiis  de 
nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  predicto  David  et  heredibus  suis 
adeo  libere  bene  quiete  et  in  pace  et  in  tam  bono  statu  sicut 
predictus  David  ea  prius  tenuit  imperpetuum  reservanda  nobis 
et  heredibus  nostris  de  predictis  terris  et  tenementis  redditus 
consuetudines  et  servicia  que  predictus  David  nobis  et  anteces- 
soribus  nostris  prius  debuit  et  soluit  Et  nos  vero  Edwardus 
dominus  Powisie  et  heredes  nostri  omnia  predicta  terras  tene- 
menta &  possessiones  cum  omnibus  suis  pertinentiis  dicto 
David  et  heredibus  suis  predictis  in  forma  quotata  contra 
omnes  gentes  warrantizabimus  et  imperpetuum  defendemus 
In  cuius  rei  testimonium  huic  carte  nostre  sigillum  nostrum 
apponi  fecimus  Hiis  testibus  Johanne  Fitz  Piers  fratre  nostro 
tunc  Senescallo  nostro  Powisie  Mar.  Eynon  eius  locum  tenent* 
et  receptore  nostro  ibidem  Johanne  Kendale  Hugone  Say  Wil- 
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lidmo  Dolgaro  et  maltis  aliis    Datum  apud  Castnimcc-rui 
Pola  ix****  die  mensis  Marcij  Anno  regni  Regis  Henrid  .ui- 
a  contjuesto  Anglie  nono. 

On  the  21st  January,  12th  Henry  IV,  Edra:  i 
Cliarleton,  at  his  castle  of  Pool,  granted  a  Mpri 
to  another  of  his  tenants,  "leuan  ap  Gwillim  ap  ib 
ap  •  •  de  Llanfiffhudol  (Llanerchydol)  for  pam ; 
tion  in  Glendowers  rebellion.      We  are  unable  to  i. : 
tify  him. 

Edwardus  de  Charletoun  Dominns  Powisie  omnibus  it 
presentes  litere  pervenerint  salutem   in  domino  sempite:--'- 
Noveritis  nos  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  pardonas^  ren-- - 
et  relaxasse  leuan  ap  Gwillim  ap    Madoc  ap  Ikybin  '    ■ 
Ijlannghudol  omnimodaa  transgressiones  oppressiones  < ":  : 
felonias  mnrdra  raptas  mulienim  et   specialiter  insarreii  :-■ 
rebelliones  et  proditiones  que  et  qaas  ipse  fecit  control- 
et  dominium  nostrum  ab  origine  mundi  usque  in  hnm -- 
et  omnino  cum  Oweno  Glyndoudoy  tempore  insurrectico  ^ 
rebel lionis  dicti  Oweni  in  quantum  in  nobis  est  et  sec::: 
teuorem  et  potestatem  carte  domini  nostri  Regis  Henncuf' 
teneutibus  nostris  rebellibus  de  dominie  nostro  Powisie  u^^ 
et  concessam  Ita  quod  dictus  leuan  ap  Gwillim  nee  hem- ■■ 
amodo  ratione  premissorum  seu  eorum  alicuius  calumrn  - 
seu  calumpnientur  occasionetur  seu  occasionentur  gracef c' • 
graueiitur  in  futurum  Ac  eciam  cum  nos  predictus  Edwarov 
Charletoun  dominus  Powisie  dederimus  et  concesseriraus  ui^ 
armigero  nostro  WiUiolmo  Dolgaro  omnia  terras  et  t^nec  -• 
redditus  servicia  et  molendina  que  et  quas  antedictas  It^^  - 
Gwillim  ap  Madoc  habuit  tenuit  seu  possiduit  infra  don.in  - 
nostra lU  Powisie  die  quo  idem  leuan  insurrexit  rebe^i-  -■ 
supradicto  Oweno  contra  suam  allegenciam  et  nos  pr  -J*    j 
dicta  carta  nostra  eidem   Willielmo  Dolgaro  inde  ccna  - 
plenius  continetur  que  et  quas  terras  tenementa  redditas  j^ 
vicia  molendina  cum  omnibus  aliis  suis  Hbertafcibns  et  ^  " 
nentiis  universis  predictus  Willielmus  Dolgaro  sursum  reu^-^ 
in  manus  nostras  Ita  quod  idem  Willielmus  nee  heredesssi^- 
quod  ius  seu  clamen  inde  decetero  exigere  poterit  vel  pj^^*;"    j 
seu  vendicare  in  futurum  sed  ab  omni  accione  iuris  et  n^^^^ 
eisdem  imperpetuum  sint  exclusi     Unde  nos  antedictus  t- 
wardus  de  Charletoun  dominus  Powisie  de  gratia  nostra  ^'^  i 
dicta  dedimus  concessimus  et  hac  presente  carta  nostra  ^' ^^ 
mavimus  prefato  leuan  ap  Gwillim  ap  Madoc  omnia  tet-    , 
et  tenementa  redditus  et  servicia  et  possessiones  qn^sc^^'r  \ 
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idem  leaan  habuit  et  possiduit  aut  possidere  deberet  ratione 
alicuius  iuris  ante  insurrectionem  suam  predictam  Habend'  et 
tenend^  omnia  supradicta  terras  et  tenementa  redditus  et  ser- 
vicia  molendina  et  possessiones  universas  cum  omnibus  et  sin- 
^lis  suis  pertinentiis  prefato  leuan  ap  Gwillim  et  heredibus 
suis  masculis  libere  quiete  bene  et  in  pace  secundum  legem  et 
consuetudinem  Powisie  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  imper- 
petuum  et  in  tam  bono  statu  sicut  idem  leuan  ea  prius  habuit 
et  tenuit  reservand'  nobis  inde  et  heredibus  nostris  predictas 
redditus  consuetudines  et  servicia  que  predictus  leuan  nobis 
et  antecessoribus  nostris  p^antea  debuit  et  soluere  consuerit, 
Et  nos  vero  supradictus  Edwardus  Dominus  Powisie  et  heredes 
nostri  omnia  predicta  terras  et  tenementa  redditus  servicia 
molendina  et  possessiones  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  suis  per- 
tinentiis dicto  leuan  ap  Gwillim  et  heredibus  suis  predictis  in 
forma  quotata  contra  omnes  gentes  warrantisabimus  et  imper- 
petnum  defendemus.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  huic  presenti 
carte  nostre  sigillum  nostrum  apponi  fecimus.  Hiis  testibus 
David  Ilolbach  tunc  senescallo  nostro  Powisie  Mattho  ap  leuan 
tunc  eius  locumtenent^  ibidem  Willielmus  Piers  tunc  Receptore 
nostro  ibidem  Hugone  Say  tunc  Capitaneo  et  constabulario 
Castri  mei  de  Pola  Petro  Barbour  Clerico  nostro  et  multis 
aliis  Datum  apud  Castrum  meum  supradictum  vicessimo  primo 
die  Januarii  Anno  regni  regis  Henrici  predicti  post  conquestum 
duodecimo. 

On  the  Feast  of  St.  Aug\istin,26th  May,  6th  Henry  V, 
the  following  tardy  pardon  was  granted  by  Edward  de 
Charleton  at  "  our  manor  of  Mathraual,**  to  "  Mereduth 
ap  David  ap  Gruffuth  Vichan  ap  Gruffuth  (Deuddwr) 
ap  Eynyon  (leuan  ?)  of  the  lordship  of  Kerynyon  (Caer- 
einion),  for  his  participation  in  Glen  dower  s  rebellion. 
This  Meredith  was  also  of  the  tribe  of  Brochwel,  and 
the  ancestor  of  the  Wynns  of  Dolarddyn,  at  which  old 
mansion  Henry  VII  is  said  to  have  passed  a  night  on  his 
way  to  Bosworth  field.  The  expressions  "  raptus  mu- 
lierum"  in  the  following  as  well  as  the  foregoing  tw^o 
charters,  significantly  indicate  the  excesses  that  were 
committed  in  this  rebellion,  and  the  other  ofiences 
enumerated  point  rather  to  injuries  to  persons  than  to 
property, 

Edwardus  de  Charletoun  Dominus  Powisie  omnibus  et  sin- 
gulis ad  quos  presentes  litere  nostre  pervenerint  salutem    Scia- 
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tis  nos  de^^tia  nostra  speciallpardonasse  remississe  et  relaxasse 
Mereduth  ap  David  ap  Grufiiith  Vichan  ap  Graffath  ap  Eynyon 
dedoroinio  nostro  deKerynyonommmodaoflTensatransgressionea 
oppressiones  feloniaa  murdra  raptus  mulierum  insurrexiones 
rebelliones  et  prodiciones  quo  &  quas  ipse  Mereduth  fecit  et 
perpetravit  contra  allegenciam  snam  et  nos  ab  inicio  mundi 
usque  in  hunc  diem  et  omnino  cum  Oweno  de  Glyndoudoy  et 
adherentibus  suis  tempore  insurrexionis  et  rebellionis  eiusdem 
Oweni  Et  firmam  pacem  nostram  eidem  Mereduth  et  heredi- 
bus  suis  concedimus  &  ratificamus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nos- 
tris  imperpetuum  secundum  tenorem  et  potestatem  carte  &  do- 
nacionis  domini  no.stri  Henrici  qnarti  tenentibus  nostris  rebel- 
libus  de  dominio  nostro  Powisie  fact'  et  concess*  Ita  quod 
dictus  Mereduth  aut  heredes  sui  ratione  premissorum  sea  eorum 
alicuius  calumpnietur  seu  calumpnientur  occasionetur  seu  occa- 
sionentur  grauetur  seu  grauentur  nuUo  modo  in  futurum  ac 
eciam  concedimus  et  ratilicamus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
quod  predictus  Mereduth  et  heredes  sui  habeant  teneant  ct  gau- 
deant  omnia  terras  et  tenementa  sua  bona  et  catalla  redditus  et 
servicia  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  suis  pertinentiis  tam  in  Dominio 
nostrodeKerynyon  quam  in  dominio  nostro  de  Meghein  Ugh"  de 
quacumque  donacione  perquisicione  hereditate  seu  pignore  fue- 
rint  adeo  bene  libore  et  in  tam  bono  statu  sicut  ipse  Mereduth 
ante  insurrexionem  suam  predictam  et  postquam  venit  ad  pacem 
predicti  domini  nostri  Regis  et  nostram  ante  diet'  present'  habuit 
aut  aliquo  modo  tenuit  redden d'  et  faciend'  nobis  et  heredibus 
nostris  anuuatim  redditus  consuetudines  et  servicia  nobis  et 
antecessoribus  nostris  inde  prius  debita  et  soluta  sine  contra- 
dictione  seu  perturbacione  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  aut 
ministrorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque.  In  cuius  rei  testimo- 
nium huic  present!  carte  nostre  sigillum  nostrum  apponi  feci- 
raus  Hiis  testibus  David  Holbache  tunc  Senescallo  nostro 
Powisie  Hugone  Say  tunc  capitaneo  nostro  ibidem  Matheo  ap 
leuan  tunc  Receptore  nostro  ibidem  Thoma  Biriton  David 
Brailles  Thoma  Vichan  Petro  Barbour  clerico  nostro  et  multis 
aliis  Datum  apud  manerium  de  Mathraul  in  flfesto  sancti  Augus- 
tini    Anno  regni  regis  Henrici  quinti  post  conquestum  sexto. 

On  the  8th  June,  5th  Henry  V,  Edward  de  Charleton, 
at  his  castle  of  Pool,  granted  the  following  pardon  to 
the  three  brothers,  Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  David  ap 
Grnffuth  Vichan,  David  Lloit  ap  Meredith,  and  Griffith 
ap  Meredith  of  the  lordship  of  Kerynyon,  and  of  the 
tribe  of  Brochwel.     They  were  the  sons  of  the  Meredith 
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(mentioned  in  the  preceding  pardon,  to  whom,  althougli 
pardoned  a  year  after  his  sons,  we  have  given  prece- 
dence) by  his  wife  Lowry,  the  daughter  of  Griffith  Carno 
ap  Gruffydd  ap  leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Gwenwynwyn  ap 
Owen  Cyfeilioc/  Of  the  three  brothers  David  Lloyd  ap 
Meredith,  by  his  wife  Elen,  the  daughter  of  John  Pierce 
ap  Hugh,  was  the  immediate  ancestor  of  the  Wynns  of 
Dolarddyn  in  the  parish  of  Castle  Caereinion.  Their 
son  John  was  the  first  of  his  line  who  assumed  the  sur- 
name of  Wynn. 

Edwardas  de  Charletoun  Dominus  Powisie  omnibus  ad  quos 
presentes  litere  pervenerint  salutem  Sciatis  quod  nos  de 
gracia  nostra  speciali  remissimus  relaxavimus  et  pardonavimus 
Oweno  ap  Mereduth  ap  Dauid  ap  Gruffuth  Vichan  David  Lloit 
ap  Mereduth  et  Gruffino  ap  Mereduth  ffratribus  suis  de  dominio 
nostro  de  Kerynyon  omnimodas  insurrectiones  rebelliones 
prodiciones  felonias  transgressiones  et  omnia  alia  malefacta 
que  ipsi  fecernnt  contra  dominum  nostrum  Kegem  et  nos  ab 
inicio  mundi  usque  in  hunc  diem  Ita  quod  nuUus  eorum  neo 
heredes  sui  ratione  premissorum  seu  eorum  alicuius  occasionetur 
aut  occasionentur  molestetur  aut  molestentur  grauetur  aut 
^ranentur  set  inde  sint  quieti  &  indempnes  imperpetuum  & 
firmam  pacem  nostram  eis  inde  concedimus  per  presentes  ac 
etiam  dedimus  concessimus  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  con- 
firmavimus  predictis  Oweno,  Dauid  et  Gruffino  ap  Mereduth 
omnia  terras  et  tenementa  bona  et  catalla  sua  que  ipsi  nunc 
tenent  vel  aliquis  illorum  tenet  de  quacumque  perquisitione 
aut  donatione  nostra  Habend'  et  tenend'  omnia  predicta  terras 
et  tenementa  redditus  et  servicia  bona  et  catalla  sua  cum 
omnibus  suis  pertinentiis  supradictis  Oweno  ap  Mereduth  Dauid 
et  Gruffuth  ffratribus  suis  et  heredibus  suis  masculis  secundum 
legem  et  consuetudinem  Powisie  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
libere  quiete  bene  et  in  pace  imperpetuum  reddend'  inde  annu- 
atim  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  redditus  consuetudines  et  servicia 
inde  prius  debita  et  soluta  Quos  vero  antedictus  Edwardus 
de  Charletoun  dominus  Powisie  et  heredes  nostri  omnia  supra- 
dicta  terras  &  tenementa  redditus  et  servicia  bona  &  catalla 
cum  omnibus  suis  pertinentiis  antedicto  Oweno  ap  Mereduth 
Dauid  et  Gruffuth  fratribus  suis  et  heredibus  suis  masculis 
in  forma  predicta  contra  omnes  gentes  warrantizabimus  et 
inperpetuum  defendemus  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  huic  pre- 
^  Cedwyn  MSS.,  under  "  Dolarddun.*' 
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senti  carte  nostre  sigillam  nostrum  apponi  fecimus  Hiis 
t^stibus  David  Holbaclie  tunc  Senescallo  nostro  Powisio, 
Hugone  Say  tunc  Capitaneo  nostro  ibidem  Matheo  ap  leuan  tunc 
Receptore  nostro  ibidem  Willielmo  Dol^aro  Thoma  Bjritoun 
Dauid  Braylles  armigeris  nostris  Petro  Barbour  clerico  nostro 
et  multis  aliis  Datum  apud  Castrum  nostrum  de  Pola  octavo 
die  Junii  anno  regni  regis  Henrici  quinti  post  conquestum 
quinto. 

The  fifth  and  last  of  these  interesting  pardons  which 
have  been  preserved  to  us  is  that  to  the  ancestor  of  the 
Vaiighans  of  Llwydiarth,  a  family  of  antiquity  and  in- 
fluence in  Powys-land  from  the  earliest  period  of  our 
records.  Edward  de  Charleton  dates  it  at  "our  manor  of 
Mathrauall,"  7th  May,  7th  Henry  V,  just  one  month 
before  the  date  of  a  similarly  expressed  pardon  to  Sir 
Griffith  Vaughan,  and  his  elder  brother  leuau.  In 
neither  of  these  pardons  is  reference  made  to  the  par- 
ticular offence,  as  is  done  in  the  preceding  pardons,  viz., 
of  rebellion  under  Owen  Glendower.  Time  had  softened 
down  the  harsher  terms  "  insurrectiones  rebelliones  pro- 
diciones"  of  the  preceding,  into  the  "trans^ressiones  *  * 
et  omnia  alia  malefacta"  of  the  latter,  and  the  expres- 
sions "  possessiones  et  occupationes  injustas,"  seem  to 
point  rather  to  offences  against  the  rights  of  property 
than  the  grosser  crimes  specified  in  the  three  first-named 
pardons  ;  still  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  both 
Griffith  ap  Jenkyn  of  Llwydiarth  and  Sir  Griffith 
Vaughan  of  Garth  were  either  "  out"  with  Owen  Glen- 
dower, or  by  overt  acts  had  evinced  those  marked  na- 
tional sympathies  which  had  inspired  his  adherents. 
This  document  is  of  considerable  genealogical  interest. 
Names  and  localities  are  mentioned  confirmatory  of 
descents  and  alliances  given  in  the  herald  s  visitations 
of  Lewys  Dwnn  and  otiiers.  It  confirms  to  Griffith  his 
lands  in  "  our  lordships  of  Meghen  Ughcoit  and  Meghen 
Iscoit"  of  the  inheritance  of  Llewelyn  ap  Eignion  ap 
Kelynin  ;  also  the  twentieth  part  of  a  gavel  of  free  land 
called  ''  gavell  Loidiarth,''  which  Griffith  s  grandfather 
Llewelyn  ap  Eignion,  formerly  held  ;  his  grandmother, 
Lleuca,  the  relict  of  Llewelyn,  and  the  daughter  of 
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Griffith  ap  Edneved  Lloyd  of  Maelon,  identical  with  the 
"Lleiky"^  of  Lewys  Dwnn,  is  also  mentioned.  Jenkyn  of 
Llwydiarth,  the  father  of  Griffith,  married  Gwenhwyvar, 
the  daughter  of  Evan  Gethin  (the  ancestor  of  the  Tanats 
of  Abertanat  and  of  the  Kyffins  of  Bodfach)  and  Ar- 
ddun  the  daughter  of  leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Wenwys,^  and 
the  sister  of  "  David  Lloit,"  pardoned  9th  Henry  IV, 
and  of  Griffith  ap  leuan  the  *'  sckaier  that  duelled 
under  Breythin." 

Griffith  ap  Jenkin  married  MaUt,'^  the  daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Howel  Sele  of  Nannau,  who  was  slain  by 
Owen  Glendower  for  his  treacherous  attempt  upon  his 
life  when  hunting  in  the  park  of  Nannau.  Near  the 
place  where  they  contended  was  a  large  hollow  oak,  into 
its  cavity  the  body  of  the  brave  but  headstrong  Lord  of 
Nannau  was  cast,  and  Owen  and  his  train  hastened 
home  to  Glyndyfrdwy.  Some  years  afterwards  a  fol- 
lower of  Glendower  revealed  to  the  retainers  of  Howel 
Sele  the  sepulchre  which  enclosed  the  skeleton  of  their 
lord  still  grasping  the  sword  he  had  but  too  fatally 
trusted.  These  remains  eventually  found  a  resting- 
place  in  the  Abbey  of  Cymmer,  but  the  "  Ceubren  yr 
Ellyll,"  or  the  Hobgoblin's  Hollow  tree,  remained  until 
the  year  1813,  as  an  object  of  superstition  and  as  a 
memorial  of  the  event.  By  Mallt,  the  daughter  of 
Howel  Sele,  Griffith  had  Howel,  whose  son,  Howel 
"  Vaughan''  (or  the  younger)  bequeathed  the  latter  as  a 
surname  to  his  descendanta 

Edwardus  de  Charleton  Dominus  Powisie  omnibus  Christi 
fidelibas  ad  quos  presentes  litere  pervenerint  salatem  in  domino 
et  Noveritis  nos  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  pardonasse  remississe 
et  relaxasse  Griffino  ap  Jankyn  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Eignon  ap 
Xelynnjn  omnimodas  transgressiones  iniurias  possessiones  et 
occupationes  iniastas^  et  omnia  alia  malefacta  per  ipsum  facta 
&  perpetrata  asque  in  hunc  diem  Ita  quod  predictus  Grif- 
finus  premissorum  malefactorum  sen  eorum  alicaius  nuUo  mode 
molestetur  occasionetur  sen  grauetur  in  futurum  ac  etiam  nos 
predictus  Edwardus  de  Charleton  dominus  Powisie  dedimus 
concessimus  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  confirmavimus  pre- 
dicto  Gruffino  ap  Jankj^n  omnia  terras  tenementa  bona  catalla 

*  Lcwys  D^vnn,  vol.  i,  p.  294.       «  Ibid.,  p.  307.       »  Ibid.,  p.  294. 
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possessiones  oomoditates  redditus  et  seiricia  que  idem  Griffinus 
faabuit  et  habet  tenuit  et  tenet  tam  de  hereditate  qaam  de  per- 
qaisitionibos  Lleweljn  ap  Eignon  ap  Keljnnyn  aui  sai  &  Lleucn 
filie  (xmfibth  ap  Eden  loid  relicte  dicti  Llewelyn,  et  Jankyn  ap 
Llewelyn  filii  predict!  Lleweljn  et  Llencu  patris  predicti  Griffini 
in  dominiis  nostris  de  Meghem  Ughcoit  &  Meghem  Iscoit  una 
cnm  loco  unias  molendini  vocati  Melyn  Gwynva  ad  constru- 
endam  nnam  noaam  molendinam  ibidem  cum  cursu  aqne  et 
secta  tenendum  ad  dictum  molendinum  modo  consueto  et  vices- 
simam  partem  unius  gauelle  terre  libere  vocate  gauell  Loidi- 
arth  quam  Eden  ap  Eignon  ap  Kelynnyn  tenens  illius  forisfact*. 
Habend'  &  tenend'  omnia  predicta  terras  &  tenementa  bona 
catalla  possessiones  comoditates  redditus  &  servicia  cum  omni- 
bus &  singulis  suis  pertinentiis  predicto  Gruffino  ap  Jankyn  ap 
Llewelyn  et  heredibus  suis  masculis  de  nobis  &  heredibus  nos- 
tris per  redditus  consuetudines  &  servicia  inde  nobis  et  anteces- 
Boribus  nostris  de  predict'  Llewelljrn  Lleucu  Jankyn  &  Eden 
debita  et  soluta  libere  quiete  bene  et  in  pace  imperpetuum.  Et 
nos  vero  antedictns  Edwardus  de  Charleton  dominus  Powisie  et 
heredes  nostri  omnes  predicta  terras  &  tenementa  bona  catalla 
possessiones  comoditates  redditus  et  servicia  cum  omnibus  et 
singulis  suis  pertinentiis  prefato  Gruffino  ap  Jankyn  &  here- 
dibus suis  masculis  in  forma  quotata  secundum  leges  &  con- 
suetudines Powisie  contra  omnes  gentes  warrantizabimus  &  im- 
perpetuum defendemus.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  huic  pre- 
'  senti  carte  nostre  sigillum  nostrum  apponi  fecimus.  Hiis  testi- 
bus  David  Holbach  tunc  Senescallo  nostro  Powisie  Hugone 
Say  tunc  Capitaneo  castri  nostri  de  Pola  Matheo  ap  leuan  ap  lor- 
werth  tunc  Receptore  nostro  Johanne  Yonge  tunc  Constabulario 
castri  nostri  de  Pola  Griffino  ap  leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Griffith  & 
David  Braillez  armigeris  nostris  Theodoro  ap  Gruffuth  Clerico 
nostro  et  multis  aliis  Datum  apud  manerium  de  Mathrauall 
Septimo  die  mensis  Maij  anno  regni  Regis  Henrici  quinti  post 
conquestum  septimo. 

In  11th  Henry  IV,  1409,  Glendower  again  made  great 
devastations  on  the  marches,  and  the  estates  of  Edward 
de  Charlton  suffered  greatly,  but  after  this  no  warfare  was 
carried  on  by  him  worthy  of  historic  notice.  Although 
vanquished  he  was  anything  but  crushed,  for,  as  late  as 
the  accession  of  Henry  V,  on  July,  1415,  the  new  king, 
anxious  to  leave  his  country  in  tranquiUity  before  he 
engaged  in  war  with  France,  offered  a  pardon  to  the 
Cambrian  chieftain.  M.  C,  J. 

W.  V.  Ll. 
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THE    EIVERS    OF    MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

By  Rev.  D.  SILVAN  EVANS,  B.D. 


The  following  is  intended  simply  as  a  bare  list  of  the 
rivers,  brooks,  and  streamlets  that  have  the  whole,  or  a 
portion  of  their  course,  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
county.  In  forming  this  collection  of  names  it  was  no 
part  of  my  purpose  to  furnish  any  account  of  the  streams 
further  than  indicating  their  locality,  with,  generally, 
the  name  of  the  water  into  which  they  fall.  Many 
names  have  no  doubt  escaped  me  ;  and  I  shall  be  very 
thankful  if  any  member  more  acquainted  with  the  county 
than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  wUl  supply  the  deficiencies, 
and,  at  the  same  time  point  out  such  errors  as  he  may 
discover  in  the  list.  It  includes  nearly  two  hundred 
streams,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  many  of  them  are  of 
the  same  name ;  Dulas  is  the  name  of  four  streams  ; 
Ceunant,  Cledan,  and  Colwyn,  severally  of  three  ;  and 
Clywedog  of  two.  The  reason  of  reduplication  of  the 
names  is  an  interesting  subject  for  investigation. 

It  would  be  highly  interesting  to  register  all  the 
river-names  which  are  to  be  found  in  charters  and  other 
ancient  documents  relating  to  the  county.  I  believe 
many  such  names  occur,  and  it  were  weU  if  all  of  them 
could  be  identified  with  existing  streams.  In  the  fol- 
lowing list  only  a  very  limited  number  of  such  streams 
have  been  inserted. 

The  names  of  the  smaller  streams  in  Montgomery- 
shire, as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  principality,  have 
occasionally  undergone  a  change,  and  the  process  by 
which  new  appellations  are  imposed  in  their  stead  is 
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somewhat  curious  and  not  very  satisfactory.  The  stream 
gives  name  to  the  valley,  dingle,  ravine,  or  any  parti- 
cular place  through  or  by  which  it  flows  ;  and,  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  the  stream  in  turn  receives  its  name  from 
one  of  these  objects,  and  is  known  as  the  afon  (river)  or 
nani  (brook)  of  such  a  place,  and  the  original  designa- 
tion, as  the  proper  name  of  the  river  or  brook,  becomes 
graduaUy  lost.  The  following  is  an  instance  of  one  of 
these  modes  of  manipulating  modem  names.  A  not 
uncommon  Welsh  name  for  river  is  Brdn,  Among  others 
there  is  a  stream  tributary  to  the  Torfaen  in  Monmouth- 
shire which  bears  this  designation.  This  Brdn  flows 
through  a  dingle  or  valley,  which,  from  that  circumstance, 
is  known  as  Cwm  Bran  (the  dingle  of  the  Brdn);  but 
this  cwm  is  obhged  to  give  as  well  as  to  take,  and  con- 
sequently the  simple  Brdn  of  former  days  is,  in  this  age 
of  progress,  recognised  only  as  Nant  Cwm  Brdn  (the 
brook  of  the  Brdn  dingle).  Many  of  the  modem  names 
of  streams  in  the  principality  are  formed  according  to 
this  circuitous,  tautological,  and,  I  may  add,  absurd 
fashion,  and  the  old  descriptive  terms  are  forgotten. 
Several  of  the  names  in  the  annexed  catalogue  will  be 
found  to  illustrate  a  similar  process  of  nomenclature. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  river-names  through 
North  and  South  Wales  should  be  registered  as  com- 
pletely as  possible,  as  such  a  collection  would  be  very 
valuable,  not  only  for  topographical  purposes,  but  also 
in  a  philological  point  of  view. 

In  getting  these  names  together  I  have  been  much 
assisted  by  Mr.  R.  Williams,  author  of  the  Topogra- 
phicon  of  Montgomeryshire,  and  Mr.  E.  Hamer,  the 
historian  of  the  parish  of  Llangurig,  to  both  of  whom 
my  thanks  are  due. 

Abel  :  see  Alan. 

AcHLAS,  or  Nant  Achlas,  falls  into  the  Tanad. 

Afon  Bwlch  y  Pawl,  runs  from  Bwlch  y  Pawl  on 
the  confines  of  the  parishes  of  Llanwddyn  and  Llan- 
uwchllyn  to  the  Rhiwargor  branch  of  the  northern 
Efyrnwy. 
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Afon  Cwm  Llwyd,  flows  into  the  Cledan  (2),  a  little 
above  the  village  of  Camo. 

Afon  Dolanog,  the  name  by  which  the  Northern 
branch  of  the  Efyrnwy  is  generally  known  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pont  Dolanog. 

Afon  Fachdref,  the  same  as  the  Caelan,  q.v. 

Afon  Gam,  falls  into  the  Banw,  below  Llangadfan 
church.  It  contributes  to  form  the  southern  branch  of 
the  Efyrnwy.  Some  call  the  lower  part  of  its  course 
Nant  yr  Eira. 

Afon  Goch,  a  brook  that  runs  into  the  Tanad. 

Afon  Hafod  Wen,  joins  the  lal  in  the  parish  of 
Llanbrynmair. 

Afon  Hexgwm,  contributes  to  the  infant  Eheidol  in 
the  wilds  of  Plinlimmon  (Pumlnmon). 

Afon  Llanfair,  a  name  sometimes  given  to  the  Banw 
or  southern  branch  of  the  Efyrnwy,  which  flows  through 
the  town  of  Llanfair  Caereinion. 

Afon  Lwyd,  a  contributary  stream  of  the  Clywedog(l). 

Afon  Llanwddyn,  the  Llanwddyn  or  northern  fork  of 
the  Efyrnwy. 

Afon  Pwll  Llydan,  the  upper  part  of  the  Camo  river. 

Afon  Maen  Melyn,  probably  one  of  the  streams  that 
fall  into  Nant  yr  Eira.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Charter 
granted  by  Prince  Gwenwynwyn,  in  1201,  to  the  monks 
of  Ystrad  Marchell,  which  will  be  found  printed  in  Pen- 
nant, Tours/\i\,  458. 

Afon  y  Bont,  one  of  the  local  names  of  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Efyrnwy. 

Afon  y  Dolau  Gwynion,  joins  the  Efyrnwy. 

Afon  y  Ty  Isaf,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Twymyn  in 
Llanbrynmair. 

Angell,  empties  itself  into  the  Dyfi  at  Aber  Angell, 
about  three  miles  below  Dinas  Mawddwy. 

Alan,  falls  into  the  Myllon  or  Cain  at  UanfyUin. 
Some  call  it  Abel,  but  this  name  is  a  modern  imposition, 
and  has  no  other  origin  than  a  wish  that,  as  the  stream 
into  which  it  falls  bears  the  name  of  one  of  the  sons  of 
Adam  (Cain),  this  should  bear  that  of  his  brother.     Its 
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true  and  ancient  name  is  Ala7i,  of  which  as  a  river-name 
there  are  other  instances  in  the  principality.^  This  state- 
ment is  made  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Rev.  Walter 
Davies  (Gwallter  Mechain)  who  has  written  (in  Welsh) 
an  account  of  the  river  Cain  (the  Beautiful). 

Bachog,  Bacho,  or  Bache,  falls  into  the  Cly  wedog  (1), 
at  Aber  Bachog.  It  is  called  Bache  in  the  charter  of 
Gwenwynwyn  already  referred  to,  and  Bacho  by  Lewis 
Glyn  Cothi,  in  the  following  couplet : — 

*'  Ac  yno  tario  hyd  dydd 
I  Bennant  Bacho  beunydd.^^ — Owaith,  viii,  ii,  26- 

All  these  forms  are  probably  corruptions  of  Bachmy^ 
or  Bachaw.  On  the  banks  of  this  stream  are  farm- 
houses known  as  D61  Bachog  and  Aber  Bachog. 

Banw,  or  Banwy^  an  affluent  of  the  Efymwy,  into 
which  it  falls  in  the  parish  of  Llangyny  w ;  or  rather  at 
this  point  the  two  branches  that  form  the  Efymwy, 
properly  so  called,  become  um'ted.     See  Efymwy, 

Barrog,  contributes  to  swell  the  Tanad. 

Bechain,  flows  into  the  Banw,  a  little  above  Meifod. 

Bechan,  after  passing  by  Bettws  Cydewain,  falls  into 
the  Severn  near  Aber  Bechan. 

Belan,  or  Nant  Belan,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Cain, 
into  which  it  falls  near  Llanfyllin. 

BroNO,  joins  the  Wye  at  Aber  Bidno,  near  Llangurig. 

Bradnant,  falls  into  the  Severn  between  Llanidloes 
and  Llandinam. 

Brochan,  an  affluent  of  the  Dulas  (1). 

Brogan,  "  after  performing  one  of  the  most  meander- 
ing courses  on  the  map  of  nature,"  joins  the  Cain  below 
Bro  Gain  in  the  parish  of  Llanfechain. 

^  There  is  a  river  of  this  name  in  the  hundred  of  Dewsland,  Pem- 
brokeehire,  which  falls  into  St.  Bride's  Bay ;  and  another  in  Gla- 
morganshire, which  flows  into  the  Ewenni.  The  Flintshire  Alun  is 
probably  but  a  variation  of  the  same  word.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
Nant  Alan  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  twelve  townships  into  which 
the  parish  of  Llanfyllin  is  divided. 

*  Compare  Bachinj  or  Bachawijj  a  feeder  of  the  Wye,  in  Radnor- 
shire. 
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BuGA,  flows  from  Carn  Buga  on  PliiJimmon,  and  is 
lost  in  the  Clywedog  (1)  at  Aber  Buga. 

Cae  Butraf,  or  Cae  BiUrach,  empties  itself  into  the 
Camlad  at  Chnrchstoke. 

Caelan,  or  Ceulariy  contributes  to  form  the  Twymyn, 
in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair. 

Cadnant,  unites  with  the  Cain  near  Llanfyllin. 

Caerig,  enters  the  Dyfi  from  the  right  bank,  just 
below  Mathafam,  in  the  parish  of  Llanwrin. 

Cain,  falls  into  the  Efymwy,  above  Uansanffraid 
bridge.  In  the  upper  part  of  its  course  it  is  known  as 
the  Myllon. 

Camddwr,  or  Camddwr  Cyfeiliog^B,  stream  mentioned 
in  Gwenwynwyn's  charter,  but  its  present  name  is  im- 
known. 

Camlad,  rises  near  Bishop's  Castle,  Shropshire,  and 
flows  into  the  Severn  in  the  parish  of  Forden  ;  said  to 
be  the  only  river  which  flows  from  England  into  Wales.^ 

Cannon,  or  Nant  Cwm  Cannon,  falls  into  Nant  yr 
Eira, 

Carfan,  or  Nant  y  Carfan,  joins  the  Clegyr  in  the 
parish  of  Llanbrynmair. 

Carno,  otherwise  called  Afon  Garno  and  Afon  Gem- 
tog,  flows  through  the  parish  of  Carno  into  the  Severn 
near  Caersws. 

Carrog,  passes  through  Aberhosan  into  the  Dulas  (3). 

Cawni,  divides  the  parish  of  Llanwddyn  from  that  of 
Llangadfan,  and  flows  into  the  northern  fork  of  the 
Efymwy. 

Cedig,  runs  through  the  village  of  Llanwddyn  into 
the  Efymwy. 

Cegir,  unites  with  ihe  Gwidol  at  Aber  Cegir  in  the 
parish  of  Darowen. 

Celli,  or  Afon  Cwm  Celli,  ends  its  course  in  the 
Dulas  (2). 

Cerist,  joins  the  Tarannon  in  the  parish  of  Trefeglwys. 

Ceunant  (1),  falls  into  Nant  Llwydiarth. 

Ceunant  (2),  flows  into  the  Cawni. 
»  Mont  CoU.  ii,  182. 
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Ceunant  (3),  contributes,  with  Nant  y  Caws,  to  form 
the  Lledan. 

Cledan  (1),  falls  into  the  Afon  Gam,  or  Nant  y 
Eira,  above  Llangadfan. 

Cledan  (2),  unites  with  the  Camo,  near  the  village 
of  that  name. 

Cledan  (3),  falls  into  the  Severn  between  Llanidloes 
and  Llandinam. 

Clegyr,  passes  through  Clegymant,  and  meets  the 
Twymyn  near  Tafolwern,  in  Llanbrynmair. 

Clywedog  (l),  pays  its  tribute  to  the  Severn  at 
Llanidloes,  being  aoove  their  junction,  in  all  but  name, 
the  more  important  of  the  two  streams,  both  as  regards 
length  of  course  and  area  of  basin. 

Clywedog  (2),  flows  into  the  Dyfi  near  MaUwyd. 

CoLWYN  (1),  joins  the  Efymwy  near  Ystum  Colwyn, 
in  the  parish  of  Meifod. 

Colwyn  (2),  falls  into  the  Tarannon,  near  the  junction 
of  the  latter  with  the  Severn. 

Colwyn  (3),  enters  the  Severn  in  Llangurig  parish, 
near  Glan  Hafren. 

Crewi,  separates  the  parish  of  Penegoes  from  that  of 
Darowen,  and  falls  into  the  Dulas  (3). 

Crygnant,  in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair,  falls  into 
the  Twymyn. 

Cynllaith,  an  affluent  of  the  Tanad,  with  which  it 
unites  near  Glan  Cynllaith,  or  Pen  y  Bont,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Shropshire. 

Cynon,  contributes  to  the  Efymwy  in  the  parish  of 
Llanwddyn. 

Dernol,  forming  for  upwards  of  two  miles  the  bound- 
ary between  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Radnor, 
fails  into  the  Wye. 

Derwen,  mentioned  in  Gwenwynwyn's  Charter,  but 
unknown  under  this  name  at  the  present  day. 

DiLiw,  or  Afon  Diliw,  unites  with  the  Ystwythfaes 
to  form  the  Ystwyth,  which  disembogues  into  the  sea 
at  Aberystwyth. 

DovEY  :  see  Dyfi. 
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DuLAS  (1),  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Tylwch  and 
Gynwydd,  enters  the  Severn  near  Llanidloes. 

DuLAS  (2),  sometimes  called  Dulas  Gwynedd,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  following  river  of  the  same  name, 
which  is  entirely  in  Powys,  forms,  in  the  lower  part 
of  its  course,  the  boundary  between  Montgomerysnire 
and  Merionethshire,  and  falls  into  the  Dyfi  from  the 
right  bank,  near  Machynlleth. 

Dulas  (3),  also  called  Dulas  Fach,  rises  from  Glaslyn 
on  Plinlimmon,  and  enters  the  Dyfi  from  the  left  bank, 
near  D61  Guog,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  town 
of  Machynlletn. 

Dulas  (4),  falls  into  the  Severn  from  the  right  bank 
between  Penystrywed  and  Newtown. 

Dyfi,  enters  the  county  from  Merionethshire  at  Ma- 
ll wyd,  and  disembogues  into  St.  George's  Channel  at 
Aberdyfi  or  Aberdovey,  opposite  which  place  it  forms 
an  estuary  of  about  a  mile  in  width. 

Dyfnant,  or  Dyfnnant,  joins  the  Efymwy  near 
Llwydiarth. 

Dyfngwm,  falls  into  the  Clywedog  (2).  Mentioned 
in  Gwenwynwyn's  Charter. 

Efyrnw Y,  also  written  Fymwy,  Vymwy,  Fymyw,  Ver- 
niew^  Vurnway^  Vernay,  Ffemwy,  Evemoe,  with  many 
other  forms,  is  one  of  the  principal  tributaries  of  the  Se- 
vern, into  which  it  falls  at  Cymmerau  Hafren,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Shropshire.  It  is  formed  of  two  principal  branches 
or  forks,  the  southern  and  the  northern,  to  both  of  which, 
in  charters  and  maps,  the  name  Efymwy  has  been  ap- 
plied, but  to  neither  of  them  is  it  given  by  the  natives 
dwelling  on  their  banks,  imtil  the  two  streams  unite  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Meifod.  For  the  arguments  on 
both  sides  of  the  question,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Gwaiih  Gwallter  Mechain,  iii,  105-108,  where  the  re- 
spective claims  of  these  branches  to  the  appellation  of 
Ef3n:nwy  are  decided  in  the  negative.  If  names  could 
be  imposed  at  pleasure,  it  would  be  convenient  if  the 
northern  or  Llanwddyn  branch  were  denominated 
Efyrnivy  rather  than  the  southern,  for  the  latter  may 
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throughout  the  whole  of  its  course  above  the  junction 
be  distinguished  as  the  Banw  or  Banwy,  while  the  for- 
mer appears  to  have  no  distinctive  name  at  all. 

EiARTH,  or  Euarih,  an  affluent  of  the  Tanad,  which  it 
joins  at  Llangynog. 

EiDDAW,  or  Eiddew :  see  Iddew. 

EiNiON,  enters  the  Banw  at  Glan  Banw.  Some  call 
the  stream  Einion,  from  the  confluence  of  the  two 
rivers  to  the  junction  of  the  Bechain,  a  little  above 
Meifod.  According  to  others,  the  river  takes  this  name 
from  Glan  Banw  to  the  confluence  of  the  northern  and 
southern  branches. 

Elan,  or  Elain,  an  affluent  of  the  Wye,  into  which  it 
falls  below  Rhayader,  or  Rhaiadr  Gwy. 

EuNANT  Each  and  Eunant  Fawr,  after  uniting,  fall 
into  the  Efymwy,  in  the  parish  of  Llanwddyn. 

Fyrnwy,  or  Fyrnyw :  see  Efymwy. 

Ffrydlan,  a  stream  that  enters  the  Dyfi  at  Aber 
Ffrydlan,  in  Llanwrin  parish. 

Glasgwm,  empties  itself  into  the  Efyinwy. 

Gleinant,  falls  into  the  Tarannon  in  the  parish  of 
Trefeglwys. 

Glesyrch,  flows  into  the  Dulas  (2),  or  Dulas  Gwynedd. 

GwDEN,  or  Naiit  Gwden,  falls  into  the  Cerist  in  Tref- 
eglwys parish. 

GwENLAS,  the  upper  part  of  the  Rhaiadr  river. 

Gwennant,  joins  the  united  Efyrnwy  below  Meifod. 

GwERNACH,  a  feeder  of  the  Clywedog  (2)?  It  occurs 
in  Gwenwynwyn's  Charter. 

GwiBEDYN,  enters  the  Dyfi  at  Aber  Gwibedyn,  in 
Cemmaes  parish. 

GwiDOL,  mingles  with  the  Dyfi  from  the  north  bank 
opposite  Llanwrin. 

Gwy,  the  Wye^  ends  its  course  in  the  estuary  of  the 
Severn  below  Chepstow. 

GwYGON,  or  Nant  Gwygon,  a  small  stream  that  joins 
the  Banw  below  Llanerfyl. 

GwYNFA,  runs  into  the  Efymwy  below  Llwydiarth. 

Gynwydd  (Cynwy  ?)  falls  into  the  Dulas  (1).     CoUo- 
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quially  the  stream  is  known  as  Nant  Cwm  Belan,  but 
the  original  name  is  Gynwydd  (Mont.  Coll.  iii,  278). 

Hafesp,  falls  into  the  Severn  at  Aberhafesp. 

Hafren.  the  Severn,  the  principal  river  of  the  county, 
as  well  as  the  largest  that  takes  its  rise  in  the  Prin- 
cipality, discharges  its  waters  into  the  Bristol  Channel 
or  Severn  Sea  (Mor  Hafren). 

Hanog  or  Ilenog  :  see  Nant  Hanog. 

Helygau  (colloquially  Luggy)  flows  into  the  Severn 
near  Berriw. 

HiRDDYDD  Each  and  Hirddydd  Fawr  unite  in  the 
parish  of  Llanwddyn,  and  fall  into  the  north  branch  of 
the  Efyrnwy. 

HiRiARTH,  a  small  stream  that  enters  the  Dyfi  at 
Aber  Hiriarth,  in  the  parish  of  Cemmaes. 

HiRNANT,  falls  into  the  Tanad. 

HoRE  (Horwy  ?}  empties  into  the  Severn  in  Llangii- 
rig  parish. 

HwRDD  :  see  Nant  Iliordd. 

Iaen  :  see  lal. 

Ial,  or  Iaen,  sometimes  called  Afon  Ghjn  Ilwrdd, 
enters  the  Clegyr  in  Llanbrynmair  parish. 

Iddew  or  Iddaw  Fach,  joins  the  Iddeiv  or  Iddaio 
Fawr  in  the  parish  of  Llanwddyn,  and  the  united  stream 
falls  into  the  Llanwddyn  branch  of  the  Efyrnwy. 

IwRCH,  empties  into  the  Tanad  near  Llanrhaiadr 
Mochnant. 

Llechog,  flows  into  the  Twrch. 

Lledan,  passes  through  the  town  of  Welshpool  into 
the  Severn. 

Lledwern,  or  Lleddwern,  mentioned  in  Gwenwyn- 
wyn  s  Charter,  at  present  unknown. 

Llinau,  joins  the  Dyfi  in  Cwm  Llinau,  parish  of 
Cemmaes. 

Llugwy,  a  tributary  of  the  Efyrnwy  in  Llanwddyn. 

Llwydo,  mentioned  in  the  Cliarter  of  Gwenwynwyn. 

Llyfnnant,  or  Llifnant,  flows  from  Llyn  Penrhaiadr 
between  Machynlleth  and  Plinlimmon  into  the  Dyfi, 
forming  in  the  lower  portion  of  its  course  the  boundary 
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between  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Cardigan,  and 
between  North  and  South  Wales. 

Marchnad,  or  Marchnant,  a  tributary  of  the  Efymwy, 
into  which  it  falls  in  the  parish  of  Uanwddyn. 

Mechen,  according  to  some,  is  the  right  appellation  of 
the  Uanwddyn  branch  of  the  Efymwy.*  But  this  name 
is  unknown  to  the  residents  on  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
at  least  in  the  upper  part  of  its  course ;  and  evidently 
Gwallter  Mechain  never  heard  of  it,  though  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  river. 

MiELi,  or  Miheli,  flows  into  the  Miwl  near  Glan  Miwl 
in  Kerry. 

MrwL,  or  Mule^  falls  into  the  Severn  at  Aber  Miwl 
or  Abermule. 

Mordaf,  or  Morda,  joins  the  Efymwy  near  Uan  y 
Myneich. 

Myllon,  the  name  of  that  part  of  the  course  of  the 
Cain  which  is  above  Llanfyllin. 

Myrnwy  :  see  Efymwy. 

Mytalog,  or  Nant  Mytalog,  unites  itself  with  the 
Elan  in  the  parish  of  Llangurig. 

Nadroedd  Each  and  Naddroedd  Fawr,  by  their 
\mion  form  the  Nadroedd,  which  disappears  in  the 
Efymwy  in  Uanwddyn  parish. 

Nant  Aber  Deunant,  falls  into  the  Arwystli  Clywed- 
og  (1)  near  Uanidloes. 

Nant  Aber  Trinant,  joins  the  Wye  in  the  parish  of 
Uangiuig. 

Nant  Brec,  a  brook  that  flows  into  the  Severn  a 
little  above  Uanidloes. 

Nant  Bron  Felen,  a  stream  that  runs  into  the 
Severn  in  Uangurig  parish. 

Nant  Clochfaen,  empties  itself  into  the  Wye  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Uangurig. 

Nant  Coch-hwyad,  flows  from  Uyn  Coch-hwyad 
into  the  Tafolog. 

1  Montgomeryshire  Collections^  vol.  iv,  p.  82.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  anthorship  and  date  of  the  quotation  in  which  the  name 
Mechen  occurs  are  not  given. 
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Nant  Crinoae,  contributes  its  waters  to  the  Efymwy 
near  Plas  Dolanog. 

Nant  Croesfer,  a  tributary  of  the  Twrch. 

Nant  Cwm  Belan  :  see  GynwydcL 

Nant  Cwm  Calch,  joins  Afon  Hafod  Wen  in  Llan- 
brynmair. 

Nant  Cwm  Cignant,  runs  into  the  Severn  a  short 
distance  above  Llanidloes. 

Nant  Cwm  Coch,  enters  the  Severn  in  Llangurig. 

Nant  Cwm  Gwair,  contributes  to  the  Buga. 

Nant  Deiliog,  falls  into  the  Twymyn  in  Llanbryn- 
mair. 

Nant  D6l  Gadfan,  enters  the  Twymyn  in  the  parish 
of  Llanbrynmair. 

Nant  Du  Bach,  a  streamlet  that  runs  into  the  Wye 
in  Llangurig  parish. 

Nant  Garth  Branddu,  a  brook  that  flows  into  Afon 
Pwll  Llydan.  The  name  occurs  in  Gwenwynwyns 
Charter. 

Nant  Gwineu,  is  the  name  by  which  a  portion  of  the 
course  of  Nant  Aber  Deunant  is  known,  which  is  a  tri- 
butary of  the  dywedog  (1). 

Nant  Hanog,  Nant  Henog,  or  Nant  Hanawg,  falls 
into  Afon  Pwll  Llydan,  which,  further  on,  is  called  Afon 
Garno.  It  is  one  of  the  brooks  mentioned  in  Gwenwyn- 
wyn's  Charter.     See  also  Mont.  Colly  iii,  26, 

Nant  Hir,  joins  the  Tafolog. 

Nant  Hwrdd,  and  Nant  y  Gwyddyl,  two  rivulets 
in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair,  mentioned  in  a  lease  of 
a  tenement  called  Tyddyn  Hafod  y  Foel  in  that  parish, 
by  John,  Abbot  of  Ystrad  Marchell,  to  John  ab  Hywel 
Fychan  of  Llwydiarth,  dated  August  30,  1530.  See 
Gwaith  G.  Mechain,  iii,  106. 

Nant  Hyddgen,  unites  itself  with  the  Rheidol  in  the 
wastes  of  Plinlimmon,  and  soon  leaves  this  county. 

Nant  Iago,  joins  the  Wye  in  the  parish  of  Llangurig. 

Nant  Llechwedd  Mawr,  the  boundary  for  about  two 
miles  between  Montgomeryshire  and  Cardiganshire,  dis- 
appears in  the  Rheidol. 
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Nant  Llwydiarth,  flows  into  the  Efymwy  near  the 
place  that  gives  it  name. 

Nant  Llwyn  Owain,  joins  the  Twymyn  in  Llanbryn- 
mair. 

Nant  Eiccet,  runs  into  the  Severn  in  Llangurig. 

Nant  Sian,  passes  by  Llangurig  Vicarage  into  the 
Wye. 

Nant  Tan  Lan,  a  brook  which  unites  itself  with  the 
Tarannon,  in  the  parish  of  Trefeglwys. 

Nant  Tanllwyth,  empties  into  the  Severn  between 
Llanidloes  and  Llangurig. 

Nant  Troed  yr  Esgair,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Wye, 
which  it  joins  in  Llangurig  parish. 

Nant  Tylingau,  somewere  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Tarannon.  It  occurs  in  Gwenwynwyn's  Charter, 
but  its  present  name  is  not  known. 

Nant  Ysguthan,  falls  into  the  Banw  above  Garth 
Beibio. 

Nant  y  Baw,  mingles  with  the  Twymjm  in  Llanbry n- 
mair  parish. 

Nant  y  Cathau,  a  small  affluent  of  the  Twrch. 

Nant  y  Cawell,  enters  the  Eunant  in  the  vicinity  of 
Uanwddyn. 

Nant  y  Caws  and  Ceuimnt  (3)  having  imited,  form 
the  Lledariy  which  flows  through  the  town  of  Welshpool 
into  the  Severn. 

Nant  y  Cringoed  falls  into  the  Twymyn  in  Llan- 
brynmair. 

Nant  y  Cwm,  flows  through  Llawr  y  Glyn,  into  the 
Tarannon  in  Trefeglwys. 

Nant  y  Dugoed,  empties  into  the  Mawddwy  Qywed- 
og  (2). 

Nant  y  Ddraenen,  falls  into  the  Twrch. 

Nant  y  Fedw,  forms  for  some  distance  the  bounda- 
ries between  the  parishes  of  Kerry  and  Bugeildy,  and 
between  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Radnor,  as 
well  as  between  North  and  South  Wales,  and  flows  into 
the  Rhuddwr. 

Nant  y  Gorlan,  a  streamlet  that  falls  into  the  Diliw 
in  Llangurig  parish. 
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Nant  y  Gweirgloddiau,  a  brooklet  that  joins  Afou 
Bwlch  y  Pawl  in  the  parish  of  Llanwddjn. 

Nant  y  LiBART  and  Nant  y  Sarn  unite,  and  meet 
the  Severn  above  the  town  of  Llanidloes. 

Nant  y  Llan,  a  brooklet  that  runs  through  the  vil- 
lage of  Llanwrin  into  the  Dyfi  a  little  below  that  village. 

Nant  y  Seison,  joins  Nant  y  Dugoed. 

Nant  y  Waen  Fraith,  contributes  to  the  Twrch. 

Nant  y  Wenallt  (Ewinallt)  falls  into  the  Severn  in 
Llanidloes  parish. 

Nant  yr  Eira  (1),  the  name  borne  by  the  Afon  Gam 
in  the  lower  part  of  its  course.  The  names  appear  to  be 
applied  with  considerable  latitude. 

Nant  yr  Eira  (2)  a  brook  in  Llangurig  parish,  which 
falls  into  the  Hore. 

Nant  yr  Hebog,  another  brook  in  Llangurig,  empty- 
ing into  the  Severn. 

Nant  yr  Hedydd,  ends  its  short  course  in  the  Cly- 
wedog  (2). 

Nant  yr  Oerfa,  becomes  united  with  the  Brochan. 

Nant  y  Sarn  :  see  Nant  y  Libart. 

NoDWYnD,atributaryof  the  Afon  Gam,  or  Nant  yrEii'a. 

Odnant,  contributes  to  form  the  lal  or  laen  in  the 
parish  of  Llanbrynmair. 

Oerffrwd,  a  small  affluent  of  the  Camo. 

Ole  Moel  Cynnydd,  flows  into  the  Severn  in  Llanid- 
loes parish. 

Ole'r  Graig,  unites  with  Nant  y  Wenallt. 

Ole'r  Hen  Wraig,  a  small  rivulet  that  runs  into  the 
Severn  in  Llanidloes  parish. 

Rhaiadr,  falls  into  the  Tanad  below  Pistyll  y  Rhaiadr 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanrhaiadr  Mochnant.  Above 
the  Pistyll  or  Fall  it  is  called  Gwen/as. 

Rhiw,  Yr  Iw,  or  Yr  Yw,  is  formed  by  the  junction  of 
two  branches  of  the  same  name,  and  enters  the  Severn 
a  little  below  Berriew  (Aber  Rhiw). 

Rhuddwr,  after  dividing  Montgomeryshire  and  Rad- 
norshire from  Shropshire,  England  from  Wales,  and  the 
parish  of  Kerry  from  that  of  Bettws  y  Crwyn,  empties 
itself  into  the  Tafida  or  Teme. 
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Severn  :  see  Ilafren. 

Tafida  (in  English  Teme  or  Taim\  takes  its  rk  z 
the  hills  of  Kerry  within  this  county,  and  flows  thro:: 
l»arts  of  Radnorshire,  Herefordshire,  Shropshire,  ii 
Worcestershire,  into  the  Severn,  which  it  joins  fromil 
right  bank  about  two  miles  below  Worc^er. 

Tapoloo,  winds  its  course  through  Cwm  TafolopiL 
the  Clvw-edog  (2),  near  Dugoed  in  Mallwyd  pari^ 

Tan  AD,  or  Tanat,  one  of  the  principal  affluents  of  il 
Efvniwy,  into  which  it  falls  below  Llansantfibid  }i 
MecluiiiL 

Takanon,  enters  the  Severn  near  Caersws. 

Tarenig,  or  Trenig,  the  boundary  line  for  about  i^ 
miles  between  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Cai> 
gan,  empties  its  waters  into  the  Wye. 

Teiniun,  unites  with  the  Severn  near  Caersws. 

Tkawsnant,  runs  into  the  Tarannon  in  Trefegl^y 

TuENiG,  or  Trettnlf/:  see  Tarenig, 

TwucH,  falls  into  the  Banw,  below  Garth  Beibio. 

TwYMYN,  joins  the  Dyfi  between  Cemmaes  viU^ 
and  Gemmates  Road  Station. 

Tylwch,  unites  with  the  Gynwydd,  and  fromthe^i" 
fluence  the  streiim  receives  the  name  of  i?M^^^^' 
tei-s  the  Severn  near  Llanidloes. 

Vyrxwy,  Virnwy,  or  Vyrnyw:  see  Efyrnivij.       , 

WiGDWR,  or  Nant  Wigdicr,  drains  Llyn  Ebyr,  ^j^^ 
flows  into  the  Severn  some  two  miles  below  Llaniai  ^- 

Wye  :  see  Gwy.  . 

YsBERWYN,  a  brook  that  contributes  to  tie  Gv^i' 
in  the  parish  of  Darowen. 

Ystwythfaes,  joins  the   Diliw  ;   at  the  confluer 
the  united  waters  take  the  name  of  Ystw)^^^^^^ 
soon  quits  the  county  and  enters  Cardigaosiire,  ^^ 
after  a  course  of  some  twenty  miles,  meets  the  R"^;' 
on  the  beach  at  Aberystwyth,  and  immediate/yait^^ 
waixls  both  terminate  their  courae  in  the  oceaa 
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{Continued  from  vol.  iii,  p.  412.) 


1568. — Edward  Herbert. 

AmB. 


Sheriff  also  in  1557. 


1569 — William  Herbert. — Sheriff  also  in  1547. 


Per  fess  sa,  and  ar,^  a  lion  rampant,  cotmterchanged. 
^  Confirmed  with  seven  quarteriiigs  to  "  Thomas  Tanatt,  son  of 
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Our  sheriff  and  his  uncle,  John  Tanat  of  Blodwell,  were 
perhaps  the  first  of  their  family  to  adopt  the  surname 
derived  from  the  paternal  estate  of  Abertanat,  situate 
at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Tanat  and  Vymwy. 
Although  Abertanat  is  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  it  lies 
so  near  the  border,  and  the  proprietors  of  its  lands  were 
so  long  lords  of  the  manor  of  Broniarth,  that  its  name 
and  owners  have  become  closely  associated  with  Mont- 
gomeryshire. 

The  Tanats  claim  descent  from  Einion  Efell,  one  of 
the  natural  sons  of  Madog  (ap  Meredydd  ap  Bleddyn 
ab  Cynfyn),  Prince  of  Powis  Vaelaur,  by  Efa,  daughter 
of  Madog  ap  XJiien  of  Maengwynedd.  On  the  death 
of  Madog  in  1160,  he,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of 
gavelkind,  divided  his  little  principality  among  his  sons, 
his  natural  issue  sharing  witn  their  brothers.  To  Einion 
fell  the  lordship  of  Cynllaeth  and  the  town  of  Oswestry, 
where  his  father,  Madog,  had  built  a  castle.  The  resi- 
dence of  Einion  is  said  to  have  been  at  Llwyn-y-maen 
in  the  parish  of  Oswestiy.  He  died  in  1196,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Rhun,  and  he  by  his  son  Cuhelyn. 
Two  verses  stUl  extant  inform  us  that  in  the  year  1230 
this  Cuhelyn  rebuilt  the  mansion  of  Lloran  Uchaf  in 
the  parish  of  Llansilin.  We  are  told^  that  these  verses 
signify,  "  that  the  years  from  the  Incarnation  of  the 
Son  of  God  were  twelve  hundred  and  three  tens  when 
Cuhelyn  founded  an  huge  and  high  house  of  wood  and 
stone.     He  erected,"  says  the  bard,  "  on  the  banks  of 

Rice  Tanatt  of  Abertanat,  co.  Montg.,  An5  1584,"  and  third  from 
lenan  Lloyd  Vaaghan.  Vis.  of  Satop,  1623.  J.  R.  Ormsbj  Gore, 
Esq.,  M.P.  of  Porkington,  the  present  representative  of  the  Tanat 
family,  has  in  his  possession  a  pedigree  giving  the  alliances  of  the 
house  of  Abertanat  under  the  certificate  of  Charles  Townley,  York 
Herald,  A..D.  1749.  It  is  enriched  and  illustrated  with  no  less  than 
ninety-six  beautifully  emblazoned  shields  of  arms  of  the  husband 
and  wife  of  each  succeeding  generation.  It  is  supplemented  by  a 
finely  executed  shield  of  eighteen  quarterings,  confirmed  to  the  de- 
scendants of  Colonel  Sydney  Godolphin  and  Susannah  his  wife,  the 
youngest  sister  and  coheiress  of  Owen,  the  last  male  heir  of  the  line 
of  the  Tannts. 

»  Yorke's  Uoi/al  Tribes  of  WtUee,  pp.  114-15. 
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the  Barrogan,  an  house  that  will  outstand  the  world. 
Let  songs  be  sung  to  the  amiable  chief  in  the  halls  of 
Lloran." 

Jefaf,  son  of  Cuhelyn,  is  said*  to  have  possessed 
Llwyn-y-maen  and  Lloran.  His  younger  son,  Jefaf 
Vychan,  inherited  Llwyn-y-maen.  The  elder  son,  Ma- 
dog  Goch,  succeeded  to  Lloran,  of  whose  line  was  our 
sheriff.  He  had  a  son  Madog,  who,  having  been  nursed 
in  the  township  of  KyflSn  in  Llangadfan,  adopted  Kyffin 
as  a  surname  to  distinguish  him  from  his  father.  From 
this  Madog  KyflBn  sprang  the  numerous  families  of  the 
same  name.     He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

Ieuan  Gethin  of  Abertanat,  which  he  is  said  to  have 
acquired  with  his  first  wife,  Margaret,  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Llewelyn  ap  Gruflfydd  of  Abertanat.^  His 
second  wife  was  Arddun,"**  daughter  of  Ieuan  ap  Madoc 
ap  Gwenwys,  aunt  of  Sir  Gruffydd  Vychan,  knight  ban- 
neret, and  the  maternal  ancestress  of  the  Kyffins  of 
Maenan,  Bodfach,  and  Glascoed.  His  paternal  estate, 
however,  was  Qarthegyr  and  Glascoed.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son, 

Ieuan  Vychan  of  Abertanat,  who  also  had  another 
residence  at  Moeliwrch,  in  Denbighshire.  He  married, 
first,  Tibet,  daughter  of  Einion  ap  Griffith  of  Corsy- 
gedol,  Merionethshire,  descended  from  Osbwrn  Wyd- 
del ;  and  secondly,  Gwenhwyvar,  daughter  of  Ieuan  ap 
Llewelyn  Ddu.^     By  his  first  wife  he  had 

Griffith  of  Abertanat,  who,  by  Gwervyl  Hael,*^  or 

»  Earl.  MS.,  2299. 

*  Hejnolds's  pedigree ;  but  Lewys  Dwnn  and  the  Cedo^ijn  MS. 
call  her  the  daughter  of  Llewelyn  ap  Robert  ap  Iorwerth...to  Ed  no- 
wain  Bendew. 

^  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  307.     Cedwyn  MS.,  "  Abertanat.*' 

*  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  290,  note  2. 

^  Gwervyl  Hael  was  a  lady  of  the  land  whose  praises  were  fre- 
quently sung  by  the  bards  of  her  day.  Lewys  Glynn  Cothi  has  left 
an  elegy  upon  her  death,  which  has  been  published  in  his  collected 
works  (p.  379).  In  the  bard*s  opinion,  the  excellency  of  her  cha- 
racter was  such  that  she  deserved  canonisation  and  the  pilgrimages 
of  the  faithful  to  her  grave,  in  the  family  vault  in  the  church  of 
Llan  ym  Blodwel,  where  she  and  her  son  David  Lloyd  ap  Griffith 
wei*c  interred. 
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"  the  Bountiful,"  daughter  of  Madoc  ap  Meredith,  ap 
Llewelyn  Ddu  ...  to  Tudor  Trevor,  had 

David  Lloyd  ^  of  Abertanat,  who,  by  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Meredith  ap  Evan  Meredith  ap  Howel  ap 
David  ap  Griffith  ap  Thomas  ap  Rhodri  ap  Owen  Gwyn- 
edd,  Prince  of  North  Wales,  had 

Ieuan  Lloyd  ap  David  Lloyd  of  Abertanat,  who 
married  Mawd^  or  Magdalen,  daughter  and  sole  heiress 
of  David  Lloyd  ap  Ieuan  ap  Griffith  ap  Ieuan  ap  Madoc 
ap  Gwenwys,  lord  of  ^^^the  lordship  or  manor  of  Bro- 
niarth,  by  his  wife  Mawd,  daughter  of  Griffith  Hanmer 
ap  Jenkin  Hanmer  ap  Sir  David  Hanmer,  knight.  This 
David  Lloyd,  lord  of  half  Broniarth,  was  a  nephew  of 
Sir  Griffith  Vaughan,  knight  banneret.  As,  by  the 
above  marriage,  the  ancestor  of  the  Tanats  acquired 
half  of  Broniarth,  it  will  be  relevant  to  our  subject  if 
we  here  quote  an  inaccurate  passage  from  Mr.  Yorke  s 
Royal  Tmhes  of  Wales.^ 

^'  The  Lordship  of  Broniarth  was  granted  to  the  family  of 
Tanad  of  Aber  Tanad,  the  fifth  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  for  the 
assistance  they  gave  in  the  apprehension  of  Oldcastle  ;  in  it  is 
a  field,  called  to  this  day.  Lord  Cobham's  garden.  Sir  Gruf- 
fudd  Pychan,  Lord  of  Burgedwyn,  Treflydan,  Garth  and  Gaer- 
vawr,  in  the  opening  of  the  fifteenth  century,  with  his  elder 
brother  Ieuan,  are  parties  to  a  deed  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Mytton  of  Garth,  whereby  Edward  Charleton,  Lord  of  Powys, 
grants  them  several  privileges  for  assisting  in  taking  Sir  John 
Oldcastle,  in  the  third  (?)  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  when  the  king 
himself  was  absent  in  France.  From  Dafydd  Lloyd,  eldest  son 
of  Sir  Grufi'udd,  are  descended  the  Lloyds  of  Llai  (Leighton), 
of  Harrington,  and  Welsh  Pool,  from  Cadwaladr,  the  second 
son,  the  Lloyds  of  Maesmawr  of  Rhandir,  and  Humphrey  ap 

^  Lewys  Glynn  Cothi  has  abo  (p.  373)  thanked  David  Lloyd  in 
a  poem  for  having  on  a  former  occasion  presented  him  with  a  bow 
and  arrow,  which,  having  been  stolen,  he  laiuentingly  now  begs 
another.  This  David,  apostrophised  also  by  Gutter  Glynn,  was  a 
great  favourite  with  the  bards  his  contemporaries. 

^  Harl.  MS.,  2299,  supposed  to  be  compiled  from  the  old  Webh 
lieralds  ;  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  290  ;  Reynolds  of  Chirk  under 
"  Tanat ;"  Cedwyii  MS.  under  "Abertanat." 

*  Page  82,  note  o. 
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Roger  of  Trefljdan.     Reinallt,  his  third  son,  under  his  claim 
as  the  youngest,  had  the  family  house  at  Garth/^ 

In  this  extract  we  have  an  unfortunate  admixture  of 
error  and  truth,  giving  an  account  of  the  presumed 
grant  of  a  lordship,  for  a  specified  service,  to  a  family 
which  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  service  for 
which  the  reward  was  granted ;  but  one  which,  at  the 
same  time,  really  indicates  the  family  which  had  the 
questionable  distinction  of,  and  the  actual  reward  for, 
the  capture  of  the  unfortunate  Lord  Cobham. 

Mr.  Yorke,  unaware  of  the  early  history  of  the  lord- 
ship of  Broniarth,  made  the  pardonable  oversight  of 
ascribing  its  original  grant  to  the  direct  line  instead  of 
to  the  pf^edecessors  of  the  Abertanat  family. 

Mr.  Wynne  of  Peniarth,  to  whose  critical  research 
Montgomeryshire  has  before  been  indebted  for  the  elu- 
cidation and  illustration  of  obscure  features  in  her 
early  history,  has  recently  enabled  us  to  transfer  to  the 
province  and  substance  of  true  history  that  which  had 
hitherto  but  a  place  in  the  sphere  of  vague,  probable, 
but  unauthorised  tradition.  We  are  in  possession  of 
the  result  of  his  consultation  of  the  archives  at  Pork- 
ington,  which  we  will  proceed  to  enumerate. 

1.  The  Porkington  copy^  of  the  Broniarth  charter, 
made  about  the  time  of  James  I.  The  box  contain- 
ing it  is  very  ancient,  and  is  supposed  to  have  held  tlie 
original,  which  in  1795  was  at  Penrhos,  an  old  mansion 
near  Llandisilio,  then  belonging  to  the  Owens  of  Pork- 
ington, but  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Ormsby  Gore 
family.     The  original  may  yet  be  at  Porkington. 

From  this  record  we  gather  that  the  lordship  of  Bro- 
niarth was  constituted  a  mesne  manor  in  favour  of  the 
two  brothers,  leuan  and  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan.  The 
document  is  curious  as  showing  the  creation  of  a  manor 
by  quasi  Royal  authority  at  a  much  later  period  than 
such  could  have  been  created  in  England  ;  in  the  latter 
case,  not  subsequent  to  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  It 
emiwwered  the  brothers  to  hold  tri- weekly  courts  at 
^   Vide  Appoudix  (A)  to  this  nofcice. 
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their  pleasure  in  Broniarth,  by  their  seneschals  or 
bailiffs,  for  the  adjudication,  according  to  the  laws  and 
customs  of  Powys,  of  matters  affecting  their  tenants, 
both  bond}  and  free,  over  whom  they  had  the  power  of 
imprisonment.  It  further  specifies  that  in  default  of 
heirs  male  to  either  of  the  brothers,  the  lordship  and  its 
manorial  rights  were  to  descend  to  their  heirs  female. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  their  ancestors,  either 
as  freeholders  or  copyholders  under  the  Princes  and 
feudal  barons  of  Powys,  had  held  Broniarth  for  many 
previous  generations.  In  fact,  the  ancient  Welsh  bards 
and  genealogists  ascribe  its  possession  to  their  ancestor 
Cynan  Garwyn,  second  son  of  Brochwel  Ysgethrog,  whom 
they  style  "lord  of  Guilsfield,  Broniarth, and  Deuddwr.'' 
Some  confirmation  of  this  is  afforded  by  the  association 
of  the  names  of  some  of  their  ancestors  with  localities 
in  the  manor  and  adjoining  townships.  Aeddan,  eighth 
in  descent  from  Cynan  Garwyn,  gave  his'  name  "Bwlch 
Aeddan",  a  pass  betiveen  the  hillsy  which  was  in  former 
times  entrenched,  and  probably  by  this  same  Broniarth 
chieftain.  The  township  in  which  the  "  Bwlch",  or 
pass,  is  situate,  is  called  Llanerch-Brochwel,  the  portion 
or  demesne  of  Brochwel,  where  probably  was  situated 
the  mansion  of  his  son  Brochwel  ap  Aeddan,  styled, 
"  Lord  of  Guilsfield,  Broniarth,  and  Deuddwr."  Fifth 
in  descent  from  this  Brochwel  ap  Aeddan  was  "  Wen- 
wys  ap  Grifiith  ap  Beli  of  the  Garth",  who  is  mentioned 
in  the  charter'*  granted  by  Sir  Edward  Charleton,  lord 
of  Powys,  to  the  brothers  leuan  and  Griffith  Vaughan, 
who  are  therein  said  to  be  the  sons  of  **  Griffith  ap 
leuan  ap  Madoc  ap  Wen  wys."  This  charter,  dated  "  at 
our  manor  of  Mathraval,"  6th  July,  seventh  Henry  V, 
distinctly  affirms  that  its  privileges  were  conferred 
*'  circa  captionem  Johannis  Oldcastell,  heretici  ac  fidei 

*  "  Tenentium  qnam  liberomm  qm'  nativomm"  (Charter  of 
Broniarth). 

*  Mr.  Joseph  Morris's  MS-  Visitations  of  Salop,  "  nnder  Lloyd  of 
Marrington."  Also  The  Oenealogie  of  the  Ancient  and  Worships 
Family  of  Wynrie  of  Garth,  by  John  Salusbury  de  Erbistocke,  Jan. 
16th,  1677,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Powis. 

8  See  Mout.  Coll.,  vol.  i,  p.  319. 
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Catholice/'  The  Broniarth  charter,  from  Sir  Edward 
de  Charleton  to  the  brothers,  dated  eight  months  after, 
viz.,  10th  March,  eighth  Henry  V,  omits,  as  probably 
unnecessary,  to  specify  this  or  any  particular  service  as 
that  for  which  me  grant  was  made.  As  the  earlier 
charter  conferred  no  new  grants  of  lands,  but  merely,  in 
consideration  of  the  annual  presentation  of  a  "  barbed 
arrow,"  remitted  all  chief  rents  and  services  due  to  the 
lord  of  Powys  on  lands  said  to  be  held  by  the  brothers. 
"  de  hereditate  et  perquisitione  leuan  ap  Madoc  ap 
Gwennowys  antecessoris  illorum,"  we  are  not  to  assume 
that  the  stipulation  to  present  "  unam  rosam  rubram", 
annually  at  the  same  feast  of  S.  John  Baptist,  implied 
more  than  a  remission  of  similar  services  due  to  the  lord 
of  Powys  on  their  ancient  freehold  of  Broniarth. 

We  subjoin  further  notes^  from  Broniarth  papers  and 
'deeds. 

"  3  Edw.  II.  Pole.  Hawise,  who  was  wife  of  GruflP  Wen- 
nullpn  (?  Wenwynwyn),  Lord  of  Pole,  held  in  dowry  the  villa 
of,  amongst  others,  of  Bronyarthe  in  capite/' 

''  There  are  many  ancient  court  rolls  of  Broniarth,  one  be- 
ginning 6th  Oct.,  38  Henry  VI,  another  Sat^.,  24  May,  16 
Henry  YV 

fin  the  same  box,  at  Porhington,  as  the  Oharter), 

"  Charter  of  privileges  to  their  tenants  from  Edward  Lloyd 
ap  David  and  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan,  Lords  of  the  manor  of 
Bronyarth,  within  the  lordship  of  Powis,  dated  25th  March,  27 
Henry  VIII,  and  witnessed  by  Thomas  Lloyd  their  steward, 
Gilbert  Mason  their  recorder,  and  Evan  ap  Moris  Gethin  their 
ringUd." 

"  Thomas  Tanatt  purchased  the  other  moiety  of  the  lordship 
of  Broniarth  of  Humphrey  Lloyd,*  son  and  heir  of  Edward 
Lloyd  of  Burgedyn.  It  appears  that  the  lordship  was  granted 
to  their  ancestors  by  the  Right  Hon^^®.  Edw.  Charleton,  K'., 
Lord  Powis,  at  his  castle  of  Pole,  10th  May,  8  Henry  V." 

»  Ex  inf,,  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  Esq.,  of  Peniarth. 

2  Elen,  daughter  of  Griffith  ap  G wenwynwyn  ap  Owen  Cyfeiliog, 
was  the  grandmother  of  Margaret  Broughton,  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan 's 
wife.  Mr.  Joseph  Morris's  M8.  Visiiaiions  of  Salop^  "Lloyd  of 
Marrington." 

*  Styled  "  the  well-beloved  coasin "  of  Thomas  Tanat,  in  the 
&mily  pedigree  above  referred  to. 
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fOn  a  modem  paper  in  the  same  box.) 

''Lord  Cobham  was  taken  in  the  lordship  of  Broniarth, 
Ano  Domini  1417,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  5  th,  and  was 
hanged  by  a  chain  and  burnt  alive  at  Tyburn  in  that  year. 
The  charter  of  this  lordship  was  granted  to  the  predecessors 
of  the  Abertanat  family  for  this  service,  which  charter  now  is  at 
Penrhos,  with  the  court  rolls  up  to  that  time.  Ano  Domini, 
1795,  being  378  years  since.'' 

''  Thomas  Tanatt  was  Lord  of,  22nd  March,  17  Elizabeth." 
"  Mary  Tanatt  was  owner  of  the  manor,  11th  Oct.,  4  Jas.  I." 
''  Rees  Tanatt,  Lord  of  the  manor,  23rd  April,  12  James  I." 
^*  Sydney  Godolphin,  Esq.,  and  Susannah,  his  wife.  Lord  and 
Lady  of  the  manor,  23rd  Oct.,  1696,'' 
"  The  same,  10th  May,  1722." 

The  following  tabular  arrangement  of  descents  and 
alliances  will  explain  the  above  notes,  and  give  a  clear 
devolution  of  the  manor  of  Broniarth  from  the  family  of 
the  original  grantees  to  our  sheriff,  Thomas  Tanat : — 

GSIFFITH  AP  IeUAN  AP  MaDOO  AP  WkNWTBT 


lenan,  firat  son,  had,  jointly  =F 
with  his  brother,  a  grant  of  | 
Broniarth,  10  May,  8  Hen.  | 
V. 


Sir  Griffith  Vanghan,  second  son,  ^ 
had,  jointly  with  his  brother,  a  j 
^ant  of  Broniarth,  10  May,  8  | 
Hen.  V.  I 


David  Lloyd,  Lord  of t 
half  Broniarth. 


Reginald  of  Garth  and  half  Bro-T 
niarth,  third  son. 


Mawd,  sole  heiress  ^leuan  Lloyd  ap  David 
I    of  Abertanat. 


Griffith  T 


I 
leuan  (Evan)  Lloyd  =p 
Vaughan  of  Aber-  | 
tanat  and  half  Bro- 
niarth, 27  Hen. 
VIII. 


David  Lloyd*  of t Elizabeth, 
Gaervawr  and      dau  to  Ed- 
half  Broniarth.      ward,  Lord 
Dudley. 


John  Wynn  of 
Garth,  ances- 
tor of  the 
Myttons. 


*  The  line  of  "  Gaervawr  in  Guilsfield"  is  thns  given  in  the 
Cedwyn  MS.,  Anno  1634.  "  Richard  Lloyd  ap  Edward  ap  Thomas 
ap  Edward  Lloyd  ap  Dafydd  Lloyd  ap  Gruffyyd,  ap  Reynold,  ap  Sir 
Gruffydd  Vychan,  knt.  bannerett."  David  Lloyd  is  styled  "  an- 
cestor of  the  Lloyds  of  Broniarth  and  Gaervawr,  eto."  in  Mr.  J. 
Morris's  MS,  Visitations  of  Salop,  "  Lloyd  of  Harrington." 
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I  Tanat,  sheriff  Edward  Llo 


Thomas  Tanat,^heriff  Edward  Lloyd  ^  granted  7 Maud,  second  dan.  of 

Jenlqrn  Hanmer  ap 


1570,  Lord  of  Broni-  charter  to  Broniarth 

arth,  22  March,  17  tenants,  27  Hen.  Till. 

Eliz., 


Griff,  ap  Edward 
Hanmer  of  Fennes. 


Hamphrey  Lloyd,  sold  moiety  of  Thomas  Lloyd.' 

Broniarth  to  Thomas  Tanat. 

Besides  his  son  and  heir  by  Maud,  the  heiress  of 
Broniarth,  viz.,  leuan  Lloyd  Vaughan,  leuan  Lloyd  ap 
David  of  Abertanat  had  a  son,  John  Tanat,  by  "  Ales, 
daughter  of  Cadwalader  (of  Maesmawr  in  GuUsfield, 
second  son)  ap  Sir  Gruffryd  Vychan,  knight  banneret",* 
by  his  wife  "  Lowry,  the  daughter  of  Howell  ap  leuan 
Lloyd  of  Vaynor".*  This  John  Tanat  was  the  ancestor 
of  the  Tanats  of  Blodwel.  In  the  34  Eliz.,  general 
livery  was  granted  to  ** Maurice  Tannet,  son  and  neir  of 
Bobert  Tannet  (son  of  John  Tanat)  de  terris  in  Blod- 
wall".*  Jane,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Maurice 
Tanat,  married  John  Matthews,  of  Court,  afterwards  of 
Blodwel,  "jure  uxoris".  Their  son  Robert  Mathews  of 
Blodwell,  aged  twenty,  in  1623,  by  his  wife  Ursula, 
daughter  of  Edward  Kynastan,  of  Hordley,  had  a  son 
Roger  Matthews,*^  who  by  his  wife  Sina,  daughter  of 
Watkin  Kyffin  of  Glascoed,  left  a  daughter  and  heiress, 
Ursula,*  who  became  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Bridgeman, 
Bart.,  of  Great  Lever,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and 
of  Castle  Bromwich,  in  the  county  of  Warwick. 

*  Styled  "Edward  Lloyd  ap  David  of  Powys,"  in  Betham's  Ba- 
ronetage, vol.  iii,  p.  249,  under  "  Hanmer  of  Hanmer." 

2  Presented  for  recusancy  before  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  assizes, 
28  Eliz.  (Mont.  CoU,,  vol.  iii,  p.  321). 

8  The  Cedwyn  MS,  under  "Abertanat,"  The  EarL  MS,,  1396, 
purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  the  Herald* 8  Visitations  of  Salop  in  1584 
and  1623,  states  that  the  mother  of  this  John  Tanat  of  Blodwell 
was  "Alicia  filia  Cadwallader  concubina."  The  following  arms, 
"Per  bend  sinister  sa,  and  ar,,  a  lion  rampant  connterchanged 
within  a  bordure  engrailed,  gu.**  were  confirmed  to  his  grandson, 
Maurice  Tanat  of  Blodwell,  by  the  heralds  in  1623. 

*  Duke's  Ant.  of  Shropshire,  p.  317. 

*>   Vide  Appendix  (B)  for  the  inscription  on  his  monument. 

*  Fide  Appendix  (C)  for  the  inscription  on  her  monument. 
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Ieuan  Lloyd  Vauohan  of  Abertanat,  the  eldest 
son  and  lord  of  the  half  of  Broniarth,  married  Elizabeth, 
the  daughter  of  Roger  Thomes  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Shelvocke,  near  West  Felton,  by  Jane,  daughter  of  Sii- 
Roger  Kynaston,  knight.  By  her  he  had  three  sons 
and  four  daughters,  severally  entered  at  the  Herald's 
visitation  of  Salop  in  1584.  His  eldest  son,  our  sheriff 
was 

1.  Thomas  ap  Ieitan  Lloyd,  or  Thomas  Tanat.  He 
is  probably  identical  with  the  "Thomas  ap  Ieuan  Lloyd, 
gent.",  fourth  juror  at  the  Pool  Assizes,  20  April,  33 
Henry  VIII,  and  a  grand  juror,  36  Henry  VIIL  He, 
however,  appears  as  "  Thomas  Tanat,  gent.",  on  the 
grand  jury,  2  Eliz.,  and  for  the  first  time  on  the  roll 
of  magistrates  for  the  county,  10th  Eliz. 

2.  John  Tanat. 

3.  Galfridus  Tanat,  sometimes  called  Jeffrey  Kyflin.* 
He  appears  as  chief  constable  of  the  hundred  of  Deythur, 
8  Eliz.,  and  on  the  grand  jury,  20  EUz.  His  daughter 
Elizabeth  married  Edward  ap  David  of  Collvryn.* 

1.  Mary,  who  married  Robert  Cole  of  Salop,  eldest 
son  of  Edmund  Cole,  returned  as  M.P.  for  Shrewsbury, 
15  April,  1523.  This  ancient  familv  was  in  direct  de- 
scent from  Hugh  Colle,  on  the  roU  of  guild  merchants  of 
Salop,  2  King  John,  a.d.  1209.  Mary  died  6  Septem- 
ber, 1533,  leaving  a  son,  John  Cole,  who  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Richard  Sandford  of  the  Isle  and  Margaret 
Plowden. 

2.  Margaretta,  ux.  Robti  Kiffin  de  Swyny  in  Com. 
Salop. 

3.  Johanna. 

4.  Catherina,  ux.  David  Lloyd  de  Mesbury  in  Com. 
Salop. 

Thomas  Tanat  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Mat- 
thew Price  of  Newtowne,  sheriff  in  1548,  by  whom  he 
had 

1.  Rees  Tanat  de  Abertanat  fil.  et  haeres,  Ao  1584. 

*  Lewys  Dwnu's  Vrntatiotis  of  Wales,  vol.  i.  p.  280. 
«  Ibid.,  vol.  i,  p.  279. 
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2.  Thomas  Tanat  of  Llanyrfyl,  27  Eliz.^ 

3.  Gruflath  Tanat. 

1.  Margaretta  uxor.  Hugo  Huntde  Hereford. 

2.  Anna  nx.  Edwardi  Uoyd  de  Denbigh. 

Bees  Tanat  of  Abertanat,  and  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Broniarth,  23  April,  12  James  I,  married  Jirst, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward  Kynaston  of  Hordley, 
by  whom  he  had  Edward  Tanat  "  de  Broxton  in  Com. 
Cestriae,  Aii.  1613,"  who  derived  the  latter  estate  by 
marriage  with  its  heiress,  "  Anna  filia  et  haer.  Thomse 
Dod  de  Broxon."  The  latter,  according  to  the  pedigree 
of  the  Dods  of  Edge,  Broxton,  Claverley,  etc.,  died  in 
1601. 

Bees  Tanat  married,  secondly^  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Williams  of  Willaston,  sheriff  in  1560,  by 
Blanche,  daughter  of  Robert  Powell  of  Parke,  and  had 
issue 

1.  "Thomaa  Tanat,  Ao.  1623." 
1.  "Katherina,  set.  sex  men.    1584,  uxor.  Edwardi 
Onslowe  de  Onslowe  in  Com.  Salop."* 

"  Bic'us  (Tliceus)  Tannatt  armiger,"  appears  for  the 
first  time  on  our  roll  of  magistrates  in  the  25  Eliz. 

Thomas  Tanat  of  Abertanat  (Ao.  1623)  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Roger  Kynaston  of  Hordley  ap 
Edward  Kynaston  ap  Humphrey  Kynaston,  by  whom 
he  had 

Rhys  Tanat  op  Abertanat. 

Rhys  Tanat  was  living  in  1634,  and  married  Mar- 
garet, sister  of  the  memorahle  Sir  John  Owen,  and  daugh- 
ter of  John  Owen,  by  Elen,  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Moris  ap  Sir  William  Moris  ap  Elissen  ap  Moris  ap 

John  ap  Meredydd to  Owen  Gwynedd.     He  died 

in  1661.  By  Margaret  he  had  five  sons  and  six 
daughters,  whereof  six  survived  him ;  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Owen  Tanat,  the  younger  of  the  sons,  and 
the  last  heir  male  of  this  branch  of  the  Tanats,  died  in 
1668  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  in  default  of  issue  to 
the  elder  sisters,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  youngest, 
1  "  Miscjellanea  Histortca,"  27  Eliz.  «  JTarl  MS.,  1396. 

VOL.  IV.  B  B 
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Susannah  Tanat,*  wife  of  Colonel  Sydney  Godolphin. 
Their  daughter  and  heiress  Mary  married  her  cousin, 
the  very  Rev.  Henry  Godolphin,  Provost  of  Eton  and 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  brother  of  the  treasurer.  Their 
son,  Francis,  was  the  last  Lord  Grodolphin  of  Helston, 
and  although  twice  married,  first  to  the  Lady  Barbara 
Bentinck,  fourth  daughter  of  William,  first  Earl  of 
Portland — she  died  in  1736  ;  secondly  to  Anne,  eldest 
daughter  of  John,  second  Earl  FitzwiUiam,  left  no  issue 
His  sister  and  heiress,  Maiy,  married  William  Owen, 
Esq.,  of  Porkington ;  and  their  daughter  Mai^aret, 
eventual  heiress  of  her  brother,  Robert  Godolphin  Owen, 
married  William  Ormsby,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Sligo.  Their 
daughter  and  heiress,  Mary  Jane  Ormsby,  manied  W3- 
liam  Ormsby  Grore,  Esq.,  of  Porkington,  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Salop. 

Thomas  Tanat,  the  second  son  of  our  sheriff  Thomas 
Tanat,  married  Mary,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas 
ap  Oliver  (ap  Thomas  ap  Khys  David  Lloyd  of  New- 
town) of  Neuadd  Wen.  At  the  autumn  assizes  held  at 
Pool,  4  Sept.,  27  Eliz.,  he  appears  on  the  grand  jury- 
as  "  Thomas  Tannatt  de  Llanyrvill,  gen."  and  as  "  Thomas 
Tannatt  de  Coed  Talog,  gen.,"  on  the  second  jury,  28 
Eliz.  "The  most  ancient  mansion  house  in  these  paxts 
is  Neuadd  wen,  in  the  parish  of  Llanervul.  This  was  the 
seat  of  Meredydd  ap  Kynan,  brother  of  Gruffydd  ap 
Kynan,  Prince  of  Wales,  who  served  the  princes  of 
Powys  and  was  termed  Lord  of  Rhiwhirieth,  Coedtalog, 
and  Neuaddwen.  Some  genealogists  say  that  he  was 
Meredydd  the  brother  of  Sleddyn  ap  Cynfyn,  Prince  of 
Powys,  but  his  coat  bears  a  greater  resemblance  to  the 
arms  of  North  Wales,  viz.,  quarterly,  argent  and  guUs^ 
four  lions  passant,  coimterchangod  of  the  field. 

The  estate  of  Neuaddwen  was  divided  and  subdivided 
according  to  the  custom  of  gavelkind  until  the  time  of 
leuan  ap  Owen  of  Neuaddwen,  the  last  male  issue  of 


^  See  the  copy  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  Tanat  monuments  in 
Blodwel  church.     Appendix  (D)  to  this  notice. 
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IVteredydd  ap  Cynan/  whose  daughter  and  heiress 
HVIargaret,  married  successively  Howel  ap  Griffith  ap 
Jenkin  of  Uwydiarth,  and  Rees  ap  David  Lloyd  of  New- 
town. 

By  his  wife  Mary  he  left  issue,  Edward  Tanat,  gent., 
of  Neuaddwen,  who  by  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Hugh 
INannau  of  Nannau  ap  Griffith  Nannau  ap  Howel,  had 
-two  sons,  Thomas  Tanat  and  Nannau  Tanat.^ 

W.  V.  Ll. 

APPENDIX. 

(A.) 
Porkington  copy  of  the  Broniarth  Charter. 

Sciant  p'sentes  et  futuri  q^no*  E.  0.  (Edwardus  de  Cherleton) 
dedimus  conceasimus  et  hac  p^senti  cartd,  nra  confirmavimus 
J  &  G  (Jeoan  et  Griffith)  fratri  suo  totam  villam  de  B  (Broniarth) 
terr*  native  in  dominio  nostro  de  P  (Powy s) .  S™  (scilicet)  cu* 
Biiis  melioribus  metis  bnndis  et  terminis  et  omnibus  easimentis 
et  p'tinentiis  ad  dictam  villam  spectantibus :  habendum  et  tenen- 
dum totam  p'dcam  villam  de  B.  in  terns  tenementis  tenentibus 
servitietibus  que  pratis  viis  semitis  pascuis  pasturis  moris 
montanis  bosco  piano  bundis  et  finibus  cum  omnibus  commodi- 
tatibus  et  aliis  propinis  (?)  et  pertinentiis  ad  dictam  villam  quo- 
que  mode  spectantibus,  predictis  J.  et  G.  fratri  suo  et  senioribus 
filiis  mascuUs  dictorum  J.  et  G.  legittime  procreatis  et  predic- 
torum  heredum  masculorum  heredibus  nostris  reddendo  inde 
annuatim  nobis  et  heredibus  n  ris  uiia.  rosam  rubram  ad  festam 
S°^  Johis  Baptist  pro  omnibus  servitiis  redditibus  exactionibus 
et  demandis  que  pMcam  villam  (predict^  villd  7)  exegi  et  de- 
mandari  consueverunt. 

Goncessimus  insuper  eidem  J.  et  G.  fratri  suo  et  heredibus  suis 
predictis  qM  habeant  et  teneant  Curias  suas  in  villa  predicta  per 
senescall.  et  ballivos  sues  de  tribus  septimanis  in  tres  septi- 
manas  ad  dictorum  voluntatem  secundum  legem  et  consuetudi- 
nem  P.  (Powysie  ?)  et  sectam  omnium  tenentium  quam  libero- 
rum  qra  nativorum  dee  ville,  et  prisonam  propriam  ibidem  ad 
imprisonandum  qui  sunt  prisonabiles  et  Regnitor  (Recogniti- 
onem  ?)  omnium  placitor.  in  predicta  villa,  emaengen  (?)  existen 
et  omnia  falia  (placita  ?)  faciendum  exceptis  placitis  corone. 

^  "  Statistical  Acconnt  of  Llanervul,  etc.,"  by  William  Jones  of 
Dolhowel,  Cambrian  Beg.,  vol.  ii,  p.  383. 
2  Cedwijn  MS.,  "  Abertanat"  and  "Neuaddwen." 

B  B  2 
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Nos  vero  predictus  E.  G.  et  heredes  nostri  totam  prodictam 
villam  de  B.  cum  8uis  pertinentis  J.  et  G.  fratri  suo  et  aenioribus 
filiis  ntriusque  illoruin,  et  pro  defectu  filiorum  filiabns  suis  in 
forma  predicta  contra  omnes  gentes  warantizavimua  et  imper- 
petuam  defendimus.  In  cuius  rei  test.  etc.  Dat.  decimo  Martii 
ASo  8«  H,  5. 


(B.) 

The  mscriptum  on  a  Monn/ment  in  the  Chancel  of  Llanybhdwel 

Chv/rch. 

Bogems  Mathews  de  Blodwel  Armiger,  vir  summa  probi- 
tate  et  ingenuis  moribus  exomatus  Sinam  Watkini  Kyffin  de 
Glascoyd  Armigeri  uxorem  duxit.  Ex  qua  binam  susoepit  et 
reliquit  Prolem,  Eobertum  suavissimum  juvenem,  qui  decimo 
nono  setatis  anno  correptus  vaciosis  morti  occubuit^  et  Ursulam 
jam  hsBredem  totius  patrimonii.  Quam  Johannes  Bridgeman 
Baronettus  sibi  adjunxit  connubio.  Idem  Bogerus  cujns  mor- 
tales  exuviad  infra  jacent  sepultse  Isetam  resurrectionem  in  ad- 
ventu  Christi  praestolantes,  piam  efflavit  animam  die  tertio  Sep- 
tembris  anno  Dom,  1673.     -<Etatis  susb  30, 

Hoc  monumentum  in  memoriam  optimi  mariti  posnit  superstes 
conjux. 

Gujus  et  ipsa  latus^  hie  demo  sera  quidem^  claudit.  Nam  ilia 
germana  vidusd  in  Evangelic  celebratfie  quum  septennium  a 
virginitate  sua  cum  viro  vixerat,  exinde  sola  relicta,  vere  vidua 
per  sexaginta  et  tres  annos  perseveravit^  Deo  studium^  et  paa, 
peribus  operam  navando  graudaeva  tandem  sepulchrum  ingressa 
est,  sicut  infertur  Acervus  Tritici  in  tempore  suo.  Quum  enim 
nonaginta  et  duos  annos  compleverat,  28  die  Augusti  vita  de- 
functa  est  a.d.  1736. 

Motto  under  arms. 

'^  Kais  y  Goruchafiaeth  Sydd  O  Dduw  yn  Unig." 


The  Inscrijftion  on  another  Monument  in  the  Chancel  of 
Llanybhdwel  Church. 

(C.) 

This  Monument  was  erected  by  John  Bridgeman,  Bart.,  in 
memory  of  his  excellent  lady  Ursula,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Roger  Matthews  of  Blodwell,  Esq.  She  was  a  person  whose 
name  may  justly  be  mentioned  with  honour  for  the  virtues  which 
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shined  in  her  whole  conversation.  Qod  had  endued  her  with 
fine  natural  parts^  which  she  so  applied  to  attain  such  accom- 
plishments as  might  be  useful  to  her  in  her  station.  She  was 
a&ble  and  courteous^  and  generally  conversed  with  cheerful- 
ness^ tempered  with  great  modesty^  meekness^  and  prudence ; 
and  managed  all  her  affairs  with  discretion.  She  well  knew 
how  to  address  and  entertain  persons  of  distinction  in  decent 
manner^  and  how  to  treat  those  of  inferior  rank  with  conde- 
scension and  respect  without  lessening  her  own  character.  But 
her  chief  ornament  was  the  regard  she  showed  to  religion, 
which  she  rightly  understood  and  made  it  her  business  to  prac- 
tise. She  had  daily  her  stated  times  of  retirement  to  seek  the 
grace  and  favour  of  God,  and  acquaint  herself  with  His  holy 
word.  She  was  constantly  present  at  the  prayers  in  her  family, 
and  in  her  attendance  on  the  public  worship  of  God,  she  was 
exemplary,  moved  by  the  good  principles  she  had  embraced, 
and  the  great  esteem  she  had  of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church. 
The  sense  she  had  of  religion  also  evidently  appeared  in  her 
care  of  the  several  duties  belongiug  to  her  according  as  she 
stood  related.  She  was  a  most  dutiful  daughter,  an  agreeable, 
loving,  and  obedient  wife,  and  the  welfare  of  her  children  lay 
near  her  heart.  She  was  civil  to  all  who  had  occasion  to  attend 
her,  but  received  her  friends  with  particular  kindness.  She  was 
charitable  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  a  pattern  of  all  good 
works.  She  bore  with  great  patience  and  submission  the  long 
weakness  it  pleased  God  to  send  her  before  He  took  her  to 
Himself,  Slst  January,  1719,  aged  48. 


(D.) 

Copif  of  an  Inscriptioii  on  a  Monument  in  Llanyblodwel 
Church, 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Susannah  Godolphin,  youngest  daughter 
of  Kees  Tanat,  Esq.,  heiress  of  Abertanat,  and  the  last  of  the 
family  of  the  Tanats.  She  was  married  to  Col.  Sydney  Godol- 
phin, Esq.,  auditor  of  the  Principality  of  Wales,  together  with 
the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  Derby,  and  Cheshire ; 
also  auditor  of  Cofferers  account  of  His  Majesty^s  household 
and  exponces  of  the  buildings,  and  provisions  of  the  Royal 
Hospital  at  Greenwich,  and  Governor  of  the  Islands  and  garri- 
son of  Scilly,  by  whom  she  had  issue  one  son  and  five  daughters, 
viz.,  Tanat,  Margaret,  Mary,  Penelope,  Ellen,  and  Francis. 
Tanat  Godolphin  died  of  a  fever  in  Flanders  before  he  came 
of  age,  having  served  seven  years  under  His  Majesty,  King 
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Williamj  and  made  five  campaigns^  and  was  as  brave  and  strict 
an  officer  as  any  of  his  time.  Frances  Godolphin  died  a  ciiild ; 
Mary  married  the  Rev.  Dr.  Godolphin^  provost  of  King's  Col- 
lege ;  Penelope  married  Francis  Hoblin  of  Nant-swiden  in 
Cornwall,  Esq.,  and  since  Sir  W.  Pendarvis  of  Pendarvis,  in  the 
same  county.  She  was  a  prudent  woman,  a  good  wife,  a  tender 
mother,  and  an  exemplary  Christian.  She  dep>arted  this  life 
the  30th  February,  1725,  aged  76  years.  Also  Margaret 
Godolphin,  obiit  October  3rd,  1766. 

On  the  right  side  of  Rees  Tanat,  Esq.,  who  is  interred  nnd^ 
the  communion  table  in  the  burying-place  of  bis  anc^tors, 
lieth  the  body  of  Margaret  his  wtfe,  daughter  of  John  Owen, 
Esq.,  and  sister  to  the  great  loyalist,  Sir  John  Owen  of  CIo- 
raeney.  She  departed  this  life  October  29th,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1670. 

Between  the  body  of  Margaret  Tanat  and  body  of  fiees 
Tanat,  lieth  the  body  of  Ellen  Tanat,  spinster,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  aforesaid  Rees  Tanat,  Esq.,  by  Margaret  his  wife.  She 
died  20th  October,  and  was  interred  on  the  same  day  as  her 
mother. 


1571. — Egbert  Lloyd. 

Deputy,  William  Penrhyn.^ 

Armt. 


Per  bend  sinister  emiine  and  erminoisy  a  lion  rampant  or, 

^  Willi'ms  Penryn,  gent.,  deput.  (Peniarth  list).     He  was  pro 
bably  the  father  of  William  Penrhyn  of  Rhysnant,  sheriff  in  1604. 
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T:h:is  sheriff  was  probably  Robert  Lloyd  of  Plas  is  y 
Olawdd  in  the  paidsh  of  Chirk  in  the  county  of  Den- 
V>igh,  the  son  and  heir  of  David  Lloyd  of  the  same  place, 
Toy  Gwenhwyfar  his  wife.  David  Lloyd  was  a  younger 
soxi  of  John  Edwards  of  Plas  Newydd,  descended 
■fclxrough  lorwerth  Foel,  Lord  of  Chirk,  from  Tudor 
Xi-efor. 

Robert  Lloyd  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Ed- 

Av^ard  ap  Rhys,  and  had  issue.      We  have  failed  to 

assign  him  any  family  or  landed  interest  whatever  in 

connection   with   Montgomeryshire    that    could    have 

prompted  his  selection  for  the  office  of  sheriff.     He  also 

appears  to   have  been  non-resident,  his   name   being 

omitted  in  the  rolls  of  magistrates  subsequent  to  his 

year  of  office,  and  in  the  grand  jury  lists  of  the  coimty. 

The  duties  of  his  office  were  in  all  probability  dis- 

cLarged  by  his  deputy. 


1572. — Robert  Puleston. 
Deputy,  Richard  Griffiths.^ 


^:^ 


Sah.j  three  mullets,  ar, 
^  "  Ricus  Gruffyths,  gen."  (Peniarth  list). 
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This  sheiifi^  as  well  as  the  preceding,  was  of  a  Den- 
bighshire family  unconnected  either  by  family  or  estate 
with  Montgomeryshire,  He  was  probably  of  Havod  y 
weme'  in  uie  parish  of  Wrexham,  and  tne  son  of  Sir 
John  Puleston,  knight  constable  of  the  castle  of  Car- 
narvon (06.  1551),  by  his  wife  Gaynor,  daughter  of 
Robert  ap  Meredydd  of  Glynllifon  in  Carnarvonshire. 

He  was  a  cadet  of  the  house  of  Emral  in  Flintshire, 
fourth  in  descent  from  Madog  (second  son)  ap  Robert 
Puleston  of  that  house.  He  married  Elin,  daughter  of 
William  Vaughan  of  Kwchwillan,  probably  a  sister  of 
William  WiUmms  of  that  house,  who  married  Barbara, 
the  daughter  of  William,  Lord  Lumley. 

The  family  derive  their  name  from  Puleston,  in  the 
parish  of  Newport,  in  Shropshire,  where  they  were 
seated  in  the  time  of  Henry  III ;  but,  in  the  following 
reign,  they  removed  to  Emral.  They  continued,  how- 
ever, till  long  afterwards,  to  possess  property  at  Pules- 
ton. Sir  Roger  Puleston,  knight,  from  whom  Madog, 
our  sheriff's  ancestor  was  fifth  in  descent,  was  the  first 
of  his  family,  it  is  believed,  who  was  seated  at  Emral, 
and  is  witness  to  a  deed,  dated  there,  18th  January, 
22  Edward  I  (1294).  He  is  said  to  have  been  slain  by 
the  Welsh  in  that  year.  His  father,  Roger  de  Pueles- 
don,  was  deputy  sheriff  in  Shropshire  in  1241.  The 
family  were  employed  in  offices  of  great  trust  by  Ed- 
ward I.^ 

^  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  ii,  p.  359. 
2  Ibid.,  vol.  ii,  p.  150,  n.  8,  9. 
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1573. — John  Trevor. 
Deputy,  Edward  Blayney.* 

Arm». 


Per  bend  sinister,  ermine  and  erminois,  a  lion  ramp.  or. 

This  sheriff  is  the  third  in  succession  of  a  Denbighshire 
family,  and  is  distinctly  designated  in  his  appointment 
as  of  "  Trevalyn"  or  "  AUington"  in  the  parish  of  Gres- 
ford,  Denbighshire ;  and  is  doubtless  the  John  Trevor 
of  that  house,  who  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Bruges,  knight,  of  London,  where  he  died  15th 
July,  1589,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Bride's,  Fleet  Street. 
An  account  of  this  very  distinguished  family,  abounding 
in  interesting  details  relating  to  Denbighshire,  is  to  be 
found  in  Burkes  Landed  Gentry  (L.  Dwnn,  ii,  354). 
They  are  of  the  line  of  Tudor  Trefor.  The  influence 
that  the  families  of  this,  and  the  two  preceding  sheriffs, 
exercised  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Denbigh,  and  with 
the  Council  of  the  Marches,  may  have  outweighed  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  estate  and  family  connection 
possessed  at  that  time  by  Montgomeryshire  men,  and 
which  would  have  otherwise  secured  the  local  oflSce  of 
sheriff. 

*  "  Edms  Blayney,  gen.*'  (Poniarth  list). 
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1574. — David  Lloyd  Jenkin. 

Deputy,  Richard  Griffiths.^ 


David  Lloyd  ap  Jenkin,  was  a  member  of  an  ancient 
local  family,  now  extinct,  settled  for  centuries  at  Berth 
Lloyd  or  Berth  Llwyd,a  residence  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Severn,  about  a  mile  below  the  town 
of  Llanidloes,  and  within  the  hmits  of  the  parish  of  the 
same  name.  Respectable  authorities,  when  treating  of  the 
early  generations  of  this  family,  at  a  period  anterior  to 
its  settlement  within  the  limits  of  our  county  of  Mont- 
gomery, differ  as  to  its  direct  male  descent ;  some  de- 
ducing it  from  Tudor  Trefor,*  others  from  Trahaim 
Goch,  lord  of  Garthmyl,^  in  Brecknockshire.  A  recon- 
ciliation of  these  diverse  views  may  be  found  in  the  pro- 
bability that,  in  the  direct  male  hne,  the  family  was 
derived  from  Trahaim  or  his  assumed  ancestor,  in  the 
fifth  ascending  generation,  Llewelyn  Aurdorchog,  i.e., 
Llewelyn  of  the  golden  chain,  lord  of  Isll,  or  Yale  in 
Denbighshire,  whose  direct  male  descendant,  Philip  ap 

*  "  Ric'uB  Griffithes,  gen."  (Peniarth  list). 

^  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  811. 

8  Ibid.,  vol.  i,  p.  Ill ;  Had.  MS.,  15,017. 
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leuan  Bwl,  married  Gwenhwyfar,  the  heiress  of  David 
Lloyd  ap  Gruflydd  of  Berthllwyd,  of  the  house  of  Cloch- 
faen,  and  of  the  h'ne  of  Tudor  Trefor. 

Meredith  ap  Madoc  ap  Evan  ap  Trahaim,  lord  of 
Grarthmill,  the  great  grandfather  of  Philip  ap  Evan  Bwl, 
jure  ux.  of  Berthllwyd,  married  his  second  cousin  Eva,^ 
the  daughter  of  Howell  ap  lorwerth  ap  Trahairn.  Her 
first  cousin,  David*  ap  Rhys  O  Arthmyl  ( ?  Garthmyl)  ap 
lorwerth  ap  Trahaim,  lord  of  Garthmill  in  Brecknock- 
shire, married  Jane,  heiress  of  Sir  John  Walcot,  Lord  of 
Walcot  in  Shropshire.  Their  son  leuan  assumed  his 
mother's  surname,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Walcote 
of  Walcot.  We  have  here  a  local  connection  strength- 
ened by  the  consideration  that  leuan  Walcot  married 
Anne,  the  daughter  of  John  Mynd  of  Myndtown,  and 
that  his  grandfather  Rhys  married  Janet,  the  daughter 
of  Einion  Penn,  a  progenitor  of  the  ancient  family  of 
Penn^  of  Stocktx)n,  in  the  parish  of  Chirbury. 

Philip  ap  Evan  Bwl,  of  Berthllwyd,  was  probably 
the  first  of  his  line,  doubtless  in  consequence  of  his 
marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Berthllwyd,  who  settled  in 
Montgomeryshire.  The  father  of  the  heiress  was  David 
Lloyd  ap  Berthllwyd  ap  Grufiryd,ap  Einion  ap  lorwerth 
ap  Meredydd  ap  Madog  Danwr,  the  founder  of  the  Cloch- 
faen  family,  who  himself  was  eighth*  in  descent  from 
Tudor  Trefor,  Earl  of  Hereford.  The  lines  of  descent 
from  the  latter  and  Llewelyn  Aurdorchog  may  be  said 
to  have  converged  in 

Ieuan  or  Evan  of  Berthllwyd,  who  succeeded  his 
father  Philip.  Our  great  local  genealogist  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  Lewys  Dwnn,  gives  us  the  numerous  issue 
of  his  three  wives,  from  which  we  single  out  his  second 
son  by  his  first,  Ankret,  the  daughter  of  Maurice  ap 
David  ap  Llewelyn,  of  Creuthyn. 

*  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  311,  note  3. 

*  Ihid,y  vol.  i,  p.  Ill,  and  notes. 

8  Vu.  of  Salop,  1584;  Earl.  MS,,  1241. 

*  Given  thus  by  Mr.  Joseph  Morris,  Madog  Danwr,  ap  lenan  ap 
Madog  ap  Mcrydydd  ap  David  ap  Cynwrig  ap  Rhiwallon  ap  Dingad, 
Lord  of  Maelor  Cymraeg,  third  son  of  Tudor  Trefor.  Vide  AlorU, 
Coll.,  part  v,  p.  2<3l). 
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Jenkin  ap  Evan  ap  Philip,  whom  our  reoords  show 
was  mayor  of  Llanidloes  in  the  9  ElLz.^  He  by  his 
wife  Gwenhwyvar,the  daughter  of  Matthew  ap  Llewelyn 
ap  Evan  ap  Meredith  ap  Madoc,  was  the  father  of  our 
sneriff. 

David  Lloyd  ap  Jek&ix.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  influential  local  office  of  mayor  of  Llanidloes,  10 
Eliz.  His  rising  influence  in  the  county  was  fiirther 
marked  by  his  selection  for  the  office  of  escheator  in  the 
12  Eliz.,  by  his  appointment  on  the  roll  of  county  magis- 
trates 13  Eliz.,  and  by  his  second  appointment  as  sheriff 
in  1587.  The  stewardship  of  the  manor  of  Arwystli 
has  erroneously  been  ascribed  to  this  gentleman.  As  it 
is  on  record  that  the  chief  stewardships  of  the  manors  of 
Arwystli  and  Cefeiliog  were  held  during  the  interval 
between  the  14  Eliz.  and  the  year  following  that  in 
which  our  sheriff  died,*  by  Sir  John  Husband,  Knight, 
and  Henry  Townsend,  Esquire,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  he  may  have  been  deputy  steward  to  either  or  both 
of  them  for  the  manor  of  Arwystli  His  son  Jenkin 
Lloyd,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  estate  of  Berthllwyd, 
was  certainly  at  a  later  period,  38  Eliz.,  deputy  stewjid, 
imder  Townsend,  of  the  manor  of  Arwysth,  and,  as  will 
be  shown  under  his  year  of  office  of  sheriff,  had,  at  that 
and  subsequent  periods,  considerably  increased  his 
father's  interest  in  the  manor. 

But  that  our  sheriff  was  certainly  considered  one  of 
the  most  important  freeholders  in  that  manor,  and  tliat 
he  was  held  in  consideration  by  the  great  man  of  the 
time,  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  is  shown  by  the  earl  appoint- 
ing him,  in  conjunction  with  Richard  Herbert  of  Parke, 
and  Morgan  Glynne  of  Glynne,  his  attorney  for  deliver- 
ing possession  to  certain  of  its  feoffees. 

David  Lloyd  ap  Jenkin,  Esq.,  married  Lowry,  the 
daughter  of  Owen   Gwynn  of  Llanidloes,  and  sister 

1  Mont,,  CoU,,  vol.  iii,  p.  142. 

8  Under  1587,  29  Eliz.,  the  year  in  which  he,  for  the  second  time, 
held  the  office  of  sheriff,  has  the  following  note  (in  the  Peniarth 
list  of  Montgomeryshire  sherifl's),  "qui  tempore  officii  siii  obiit." 
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dF  Morgan  Gwynn,  sheriff  in  1582.     By  her  he  had 
Issue, 

I.  Jenkin  Lloyd,  his  heir. 

II.  Edward  Lloyd,  described  "of  Trefeglwys,"  who 
by  his  wife  Ursula,  daughter  of  Hugh  Owen,  of  Caer- 
berllan,  and  Catherine,  Slighter  of  John  Pugh  of  Math- 
avam,  had  issue 

I.  David  Lloyd,  LL.D.,  of  All  Souls  CoU.  Oxford, 
cliaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Dean  of  St.  Asaph,  1660. 
He  died  in  1663,  He  was  iJrie  author  of  the  Legend  of 
**  Captain  Jones/'^ 

II.  Another  son  mentioned  by  Wood. 

III.  Oliver  Lloyd,  LL.D.,  of  the  Court  of  Arches. 

I.  Elizabeth,  who  married,  first,  Edward  Blayiiey  of 
Maesmawr,  in  Llandinam,  and,  secondly,  Lloyd  Hers  of 
Maesmawr,  in  Guilsfield,  sheriff  in  1637. 

II.  Margaret,  who  married  Edward  Vaughan,  of 
Trawscoed,  in  the  county  of  Cardigan,  ancestor  of  the 
Earls  of  Lisbume. 

HI.  Catherine. 

IV.  Mallt,  who  married  Edward  Gwynn,  of  Llanid- 
loes, ap  John  Gwynn. 

W.  V.  Ll. 


1575. — John  Herbert,  Sheriff  in  1559. 
Deputy,  Richard  Griffithes. 
^  See  Wood's  Athen.,  Ozon. 
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1576. — ^RiCHARD  Herbert.^ 
Deputy,  David  Lloyd  Meredith.- 


Party  per  pale  azure  and  gttlesj  three  lions  rampant,  ar. 

Richard  Herbert,  Esquire,  was  of  Parke,  in  the  parish 
of  Llanwnog,  and  the  eldest  son  of  William  Herbert, 
sheriff  in  1547.  He  marriexi  Elizabeth,  the  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Humphrey  ap  John  ap  Evan  ap  Oven 
of  Dyffryn,  Meifod,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  latter,  "  Margaret. 
Herberte,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Herberte  of  the 
Parke,  Esquier,"  was,  doubtless  as  an  adherent  of  the 
ancient  faith,  presented  for  recusancy*  at  the  assizes 
17  June,  36  Eliz.,  by  William  Morgan,  D.D.,  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Hugh  Davies  iie 

*  "  Ric'us  Herbert  de  Parke,  ar."  (Peniarth  list.) 
2  "  David  Lloyd  Meredith,  gen."  (Ibid.)  The  latter  was  of  Dan- 
idloes,  the  son  of  Meredith  (of  Llandinam)  ap  John  ap  Meredith  (of 
Glanmeheli,  Kerry)  ap  Rhys  David  Lloyd  of  Newtown  Hall.  He 
was  a  first  cousin  of  the  sheriff,  his  annt  Jane,  daughter  of  John  ap 
Meredith,  having  married  William  Herbert,  our  sheriff's  father. 
David  Lloyd  Meredith,  who  was  mayor  of  Llanidloes  in  the  21st  of 
Elizabeth,  married  Gwenllian,  daughter  of  David  Lloyd  Blaynejof 
Gregynog,  sheriff  in  1577. 
8  Gaol  File,  36  Eliz. 
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vicax",  and  the  churchwardens  of  "  Poole."  Her  relations 
stt     rowys   Castle,   "  Dame   Marie   Herberte   wief   to 
S'   Edward  Herberte,  Knighte,  their  four  sonnes  and 
daiaghters,"  were  included  in  the  bishop's  black  list,  and 
bare  her  company  on  the  thorny  path  of  nonconformity. 
Our  sherifTs  eldest  son,  Richard  Herbert,  sheriff  in 
165  7,  settled  on  his  mother's  inheritance  at  Meivod,  and 
married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  William  Williams  of 
Cochwillan.     Their  son  William  Herbert  of  Meivod  was 
living  in  1634,  and  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Jen- 
ken  Lloyd  of  Berthllwyd,  sheriff  in  1588. 

The  earliest  record  of  our  sheriff's  official  employment 
is  in  the  2nd  Eliz.,  when  he  appears  on  the  list  of 
bailiffs  and  mayors  as  "  Ric'us  Herb't  gen'os,  maior. 
vill.  et  libtat.  de  Cayersous."  He  held  the  same  office 
in  the  I7th  Eliz.,  in  which  year  his  brother  Lewis  Her- 
bert, gent.,  was  mayor  of  Llanidloes.  In  the  16th  Eliz., 
lie  appears  on  the  role  of  magistrates,  and  as  foreman  of 
the  grand  juir  of  the  county;  a  prominent  position 
Tvhich  he  held  for  many  of  the  succeeding  years  down  to 
the  44th  Eliz.,  when  his  name  ceases  to  appear  in  the 
sheriffs'  files. 

W.  V.  Ll. 
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1577.— David  Lloyd  Blayxey. 
Deputy,  Lewis  Blayney.* 


Arwta, 


Salle,  three  nag*8  heads  erased,  argeni. 

David  Lloyd  Blayney  of  Gregyuog,  in  the  parish  of 
Tregynnon,  was  a  genuine  descendant  of  the  ancient 
sovereigns  of  old  Powys  of  the  Une  of  Brochwel  Ya^- 
tlirog.*  The  Blayneys,  unhke  the  majority  of  the  fami- 
lies of  the  tribe  of  Brochwel,  retained  their  estates  down 
to  comparatively  modem  times. 

In  our  sheriffs  day,  the  families  comprising  the  various 
ramifications  of  the  tribe  of  Brochwel  collectively  held 
vast  estates  within  the  coimty  and  on  the  immediate 
borders.  The  operation  of  the  law  of  gavelkind  com- 
mencing from  the  settlement  of  the  ancient  kings  of 
Powys,  the  heads  of  the  tribe,  at  Mathraval,  had  effected 
its  disintegrating  work  by  the  close  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  following  enumeration  of  some  of  the 
ancient  freeholders,  in  Elizabeth  s  reign,  of  the  blood  of 
Brochwel,  is  of  itself  an  illustration  of  the  effects  of  our 
peculiar  Welsh  institution,  and  instructive  to  the  enemies 

*  "  Ludowicus  Blayney,  gen."  (Peniarth  list),  was  the  son  and 
heir  of  the  sheriff. 

2  See  the  Genealogical  Key  Chart  (line  B)  of  his  descendants. 
MonL  Colly  part  iv,  p.  210. 
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>f  piimogeniture.  Gavelkind,  slowly  but  surely,  within 
tlxG  lapse  of  eight  centuries  reduced  the  still  resident 
d.escendants  of  the  ancient  kings,  and  lords  of  the  soil, 
■to  the  class  of  yeomanry  and  small  tenants,  and  scattered 
otters  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven  without  a  habitation 
or  a  name. 

In  the  parish  of  Alberbury. 
"Williams  of  Willaston,  and  of  Winnington. 
Berriew.     Jones  of  Garthmill,  Bowens  of  Alt  Goch,  Richard 
ap  Edward  of  Vaynor. 

Camo.     Austyn  ap  Rees  ap  Evan  Lloyd  ap  Griffith  ap  Evan 
Blayney. 

Castle  Caereinion.     Wynn  of  Dolarddyn,  Lloyd  of  Sylvaen, 
Liloyd  of  Trevenant. 

Chirbury.     Lloyd  of  Marrington,  Marton,  and  Stockton. 
Porden.     David  Lloyd  ap  Griffith  of  Ganley  (now  Price, 
through  Margaret  Lloyd,  heiress  of  Gunley),  Jones  of  Llwyn 
Rind,  Lloyd  of  Great  Hem,  Lloyd  of  Nantcribba. 

Guilsfield.  Wynn  of  Garth  (now  Mytton  of  G«.rth,  through 
Dorothy  Wynn,  heiress  of  Garth),  Lloyds,  Baronets,  of  Moel  y 
Garth ;  Lloyd  of  Broniarth,  Gaervawr,  Varchoel,  Maesmawr, 
and  Trawscoed ;  Humphrey  ap  Roger  of  Trelydan,  Edwards 
of  Hendrehene,  Gwynne  of  Trelydan,  Lloyd  of  Llanerch  Broch- 
well,  Griffiths  of  Bwlch  Aeddan. 
Kerry.  Lloyd  of  Gwernygo. 
Llandysilio.     Penrhyn  of  Rhysnant. 

Llandyssil      Lloyd  of  Gwem  y  Buarth  and   Aberbechan, 
Lloyd  of  Rhandir. 

Llandinam.     Blayney  of  Maesmawr. 
Llandrinio.     Vaughan  of  Trederwen. 
Llanvair  Caereinion.     Jones  of  Llanllodian. 
Llanidloes.     Lewis  of  Penrhuddlan,  Owen  of  Pen-yr-alt. 
Llanllwchaiam.     Thomas  ap  Rees  (Price)   of  Aberbechan, 
Lloyd  of  Aberbechan. 

Llanrhaiadr  yn  Mochnant.    Lloyd  of  Maes  Mochnant,  Lloyd 
of  Glanhavon,  Lloyd  of  Gastellmooh,  Vaughan  of  Mochnant. 

Llansaintflfraid  yn  Mechain.     William  ap  Oliver  Lloyd,  a.d. 
1700. 
Lydham.     Broughton  of  Upper  Broughton. 
Manavon.     Blayney  of  Ystymgwen,  Price  of  Manavon. 
Tregynon.     Blayney  of  Gbegynoo,  Evan  ap  Rees  ap  Howel 
of  Trep^enon. 
Trefeglwys.     Lloyd  of  Talgarth. 
VOL.  IV.  C  C 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


386  SHERIFFS   OF   MONTGOMERYSHIBE. 

Wolshpool.  Humphrey  Jones  of  Welshpool,  Lloyd  of  Welsh- 
pool, Lloyd  of  Gungrog  Vawr. 

Worthen.     Lloyd  of  Leighton,  Lloyd  of  Trelystan. 

The  above  families  are  among  those  who  have  been 
considered  for  the  last  four  centuries,  by  eminent  bards 
and  writers  on  genealogy,  of  the  male  fine  of  Brochwel 
Ysgythrog,  and  have  borne  the  arms  ascribed  to  the  lat- 
ter, or  to  nis  descendants,  with  the  earliest  heraldic  sanc- 
tion, viz.  "  sahle,  three  nags' heads  erased,  argent"  Not 
one  of  these  famihes  has  a  known  direct  male  descendant 
in  possession  of  an  acre  in  the  county  ;  but  the  tribe  has 
still  left  a  peer  of  its  ancient  blood,  in  the  person  of 
Cadwallader  Davis,  twelfth  Baron  Blayney,  of  Castle 
Blayney,  in  the  county  of  Monaghan,  Ireland  ;  bearing 
the  "  three  nags'  heads  "  on  his  escutcheon,  as  derived 
from  Sir  Edward,  first  Baron  Blayney,  the  third^  son  of 
our  sheriff. 

Under  Bees  ap  Morris  ap  Owen,  sheriff  in  1565,  we 
have  given  the  earlier  descents  of  our  sheriff.  His  im- 
mediate ancestor,  and  the  first  who  seems  to  have 
adopted  a  surname,  was  Evan  or  leuan  Blayney.  As 
"  Evan  Blayney  of  Tregenon"  he  appears  eighteenth  on 
the  roll  of  burgesses  found  in  the  ancient  charter  of 
Welshpool  7th  June,  7th  Henry  IV.  He  was  succeeded 
at  Gregynog  by  his  son 

Griffith  AP  Evan  Blayney,  the  "  stag  of  gentle  birth," 
of  the  poet  Lewys  Glynn  Cothi.  Griffith,  by  his  wife, 
Joned,  daughter  of  HoweU  ap  Meredith  Vaughan,  had 

Evan  Lloyd  ap  Griffith,  who  by  Jane,  daughter  of 
Meredith  ap  Bees  (esquire  of  the  body  to  King  Henry 
VII,  steward  of  Kerry,  Kedewen,  Arwystli,  and  Cyfei- 
liog ;  and  high  constable  of  the  Castle  of  Montgomery) 
of  GlanmeheTi,  had 

Thomas  ap  Evan  Lloyd  of  Gregynog.  He  is  not  im- 
probably the  ''Thomas  ap  leun  Lloyd,  gent.,"  seventh  on 
the  grand  jurv,  3rd  Sep.,  32d  Hen.  VIII.  He  was  the 
father  of  our  sheriff,  by  his  first  wife  Gwenllian,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Herle  ap  Thomas  Herle,  ap  William  Herle 
*  Cedwyn  MS,,  under  "  Gregynog  in  TregjMion." 
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*  the  old  esquire,"^  by  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Perrot. 
Thomas  ap  leuan  Lloyd  married  secondly  Margaret,* 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Herbert,  of  Montgomery,  knight, 
and   by  her  he  had  issue  Edward  Blayney,  father  of 
David  Blayney,  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery,    Thomas  Herle  and  Sir  Richard  Herbert  were 
half  brothers.     Their  mother  Margaret  first  married 
Sir  Richard  Herbert,  of  Colebrooke,  knight,  and  secondly 
Thomas  Herle,  senior, 

David  Lloyd  Blayney,  esquire,  married  Elizabeth, 
the  daughter  of  Lewis  Jones,^  of  Bishop's  Castle,  sheriff 
in  1543  and  1558,  by  whom  he  had 

I.  Lewis  Blayney  of  Gregynog,  deputy  sheriff  to  his 
father.  He  married  Bridget,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Price  of  Newtown,  sheriff  in  1566/ 

II.  Captain  Thomas  Blayney.' 

III.  Sir  Edward  Blayney,  knight,  a  soldier  from  his 
youth  in  the  service  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     It  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  three  brothers  held  commands  in  the 
army,  as  John  Ameway,*'  the  grandfather  of  the  cele- 
brated royalist  John  Arneway,  D.D.,  Archdeacon  of 
Salop,  prebend  of  Wolvey,  and  rector  of  Hodnet,  was 
styled  of  Tregynon,  where  he  was  probably  a  lessee  or 
manager  of  tne  Gregynog  estates  during  the  absence  in 
Ireland  of  the  Blayney  family.     Sir  Edward  Blayney 
accompanied  the  Earl  of  Essex  in  1598  to  Ireland,  with 
the  rank  of  colonel.     Acquiring  fame  and  fortune  in  the 
subsequent  wars,  he  was  elevated  to  the  peerage  of 
Ireland,  29th  July,  1621,  as  Lord  Blayney,  Baron  of 
Monaghan,  county  Monaghan.     His  lordship  married 
Anne,  second  daughter  of  Dr.  Loftus,  Archbishop  of 
Dublin  and  Chancellor  of  Ireland.'' 

Our  sheriff  married,  secondly,  Mary,  elder  daughter 

^  Cedwyn  If  Sf.,  nnder  "  Gregynog  in  Tregynon." 

^  After  the  decease  of  Thomas  ap  lenan  Lloyd,  Margaret  married 
Hugh  Jones,  the  father  of  Wythen  Jones  of  Trewytiien,  (Gedwyn 
MS.,  ibid.) 

»  See  Mont.  Coll.,  vol.  iii,  p.  368.  *  Cedwyn  MS. 

'  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  315.  •  Ibid.,  vol.  i,  p.  277,  n  1. 

7  Burke's  Peerage,  "  Blayney." 
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of  Richard  Maurice  of  Rhiewsaeson,  sheriff  in  1579,  by 
whom  he  had 

I.  Arthur,  o.  s.  p. 

II.  John  Blayney  of  Helygar,  married  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Humphery  Lloyd  of  Darowen. 

III.  Watkyn  Blayney,  married  to  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  ap  Rees,  descended  from  Evan  Blayney  of 
Gregynog. 

I.  Elen,  married  to  Owen  ap  Rees. 

II.  Catherine,  married  to  Griffith  Jenkins. 

III.  Bridget,  married  to  Rowland  ap  David  Lloyd. 

W.  V.  Ll. 


1578. — Arthur  Price. 
Deputy,  Richard  Price.* 


Amu. 


Quarterly,  1  and  4,  gtdes,  a  lion  ramp,  regnardant  or;  2  and  3  ar., 
three  hoars'  heads  conped  sahle^  langued  gtdes,  tusked  or. 

Arthur  Price  of  Vaenor,  esquire,  was  the  second*  son 

*  Bicus  Price,  gen.  (Peniarih  list).  He  was  probahly  a  nephew 
of  the  sheriff,  the  third  son  of  John  Price  of  Newtown,  shenff  in 
1566. 

^  See  Genealogical  Key  Chart  of  the  sheriff's  families  descended 
from  Elystan  Glodrudd.     Mo7it.  Coll,  vol.  ii,  p.  398. 
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of  Matthew  Price  of  Newtown,  sheriff  in  1548,  by  Joyce, 
daughter  of  leuan  Gwynne,  of  Mynachdy,  in  the  county 
of  Badnor. 

Our  sheriff's  first  wife  was  the  lady  Bridget,  daughter 
of  John  Bourchier,  fourth  Earl  of  Bath,  descended 
through  heirs  female  from  Thomas  Plantagenet  of  Wood- 
stock, Duke  of  Gloucester,  youngest  son  of  Edward  III. 
By  the  Lady  Bridget  he  had  Edward  Price  of  Vaynor, 
who  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Robin- 
son, Bishop  of  Bangor.  Their  granddaughter  and  heiress 
Bridget,  by  marriage  conveyed  Vaynor  to  George  Deve- 
reux  of  Sheldon  Hall,  Warwickshire,  sheriff  in  1673, 
and  ancestor  of  the  Viscoimt  Hereford.  On  the  death 
of  Bishop  Robinson,  3rd  February  1584-5,  his  relict, 
Jane,  daughter  of  Randle  Brereton,  and  sister  of  Sir 
Randle  or  Randolph  Brereton,  of  Malpas,  married 
Arthur  Price.  A  deed  of  settlement  on  the  marriage 
of  Arthur  Price  of  Vaynor,  and  Jane  Robinson,  is  dated 
on  the  29th  Eliz.^  By  Jane  he  had  John  Price  of  Llyn- 
went,  who  married  Margaret  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Vaughan  of  Llynwent,  in  the  county  of  Radnor. 
Our  sheriff  represented  the  Montgomeryshire  boroughs 
in  the  Parliament  of  1571.  He  was  bailiff  of  Newtown 
in  the  13th  Eliz.  He  appears  for  the  first  time  on  the 
roll  of  magistrates  on  the  1 7th  Eliz.  ;  as  second  on  the 
grand  juries  of  the  21st,  23rd,  and  26th  Eliz.  ;  and  com- 
missioner of  taxes  for  the  county  in  the  23rd  Eliz. 

W.  V.  Ll. 

^  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  ii,  p.  1 13. 
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1579. — Richard  Morris. 

Deputy,  William  Whittingham.* 


Quarlcrly,  1  and  4,  gules^  a  lion  ramp,  regnardant  or  ;  2  and  3,  iir, 
three  boars'  heads  conped  siibley  langaed  gtdes^  tnsked  or. 

Richard  ap  Maurice  ap  Owen,  esquire,  was  of  Rhiw- 
saeson,  in  the  parish  of  Llanbrynmair,  of  the  tribe  of 
Elystan  Glodrudd,*  Prince  of  FFerllys,  founder  of  the 
fourth  royal  tribe,  who  was  the  common  ancestor  of  tht 
Prices  of  Newtown,  Glanmeheli,  Vaynor;  Powels  of 
Ednop  and  Weston ;  Kerry  of  Binweston,  Morris  of  iLe 
Hurst,  etc.  Sixth  in  descent  from  the  founder  of  tlit 
tribe  was,  "  Ithell  Aurgleddef,"  or  "  ItheU  of  the  golden 
sword,"  who  married  Annes,  Agnes,  or  Annesta,  daughter 
of  Owen  Cyfeiliog,  Prince  of  Upper  Powys.  Lew}s 
Dwnn'*  has  a  note  in  his  visitation  of  Montgomeryshire, 

^  "  WilUus  Whittingham,  gen."  (Peniarth  list),  was  probably  of 
Conrt  Caldemore,  near  Montgomery.  His  grandson,  William  Whit- 
tingham of  the  Inner  Temple,  is  styled  of  "  Conrt  Caldmore"  in 
1627.  William  Whittingham  and  Matthew  George  were  bailifi^  oi 
Montgomery  22  and  23  Eliz.,  in  which  year  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
had  a  grant  of  the  manor  of  Conrt«  Caldemore,  "  al*s  the  Courte." 
He  was  also  coroner  with  Robert  Middleton,  30  Eliz.  He  marriai 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Oliver  ap  Robert  Middleton,  "  al's  Goch,"  by 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Pen  of  Stockton  {Cedwyn  MS.) 

2  See  Genealogical  Key  Chart,  MoriL  Coll.y  vol.  ii,  p.  398. 

3  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  298. 
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atixting  that  "  Three  portions  of  Freelands  were  given 
"with  y'  Annes."  The  latter  is  supposed  to  have  brought 
TLlii^vsaeson  to  the  family.  Detailed  particulars  of 
family  branches,  with  their  intermarriages,  are  given  in 
H-ewys  Dwnn's  tabulated  pedigree.  Eighth  in  descent 
from  **  ItheU  of  the  golden  sword"  was 

Maurice  ap  Owen  of  Rhiwsaeson,  who  married  Mary, 
<ia\ighter  of  Howel  Vaughan  ap  Howel  ap  Griffith  ap 
J  enkin  of  Llwydiarth,  by  his  wife  Elen,  daughter  of 
John  ap  Meredith  of  Ystym  Cegid,  and  was  the  father 
of  our  sheriff. 

Richard  ap  Maurrice,  or  Morris  of  Ehiwsaeson. 
Tlie  latter  man-ied  Elen  Lloyd,  daughter  of  John 
"Vaughan  of  Llanleri/  ap  Rhydderch  ap  Rees  ap  Mere- 
dith ap  Owen,.  Lord  of  Towyn,  by  whom  he  had 

I.  Maurice  Owen  of  Rhiwsaeson,^  sheriff  in  1612. 

II.  Edward  Owen,  who  had  two  wives,  viz.,  Elen, 
daughter  of  Maurice  ap  Robert  Wynne  of  Glynn  ;  and 
Jane,  daughter  of  John  ap  Howel  ap  Bedo  ap  Jenkin. 

I.  Mary,  who  had  two  husbands,  viz.,  David  Lloyd 
Blayney  of  Gregynog,  and  Randle  Pursel. 

II.  Jane,  who  married  twice,  viz.,  David  ap  John  ap 

Griffith,  by  whom  she  had  John  Penrhyn  of  Penrhyn  in 

Berriew,^  and  Griffith  Penrhyn ;  and  John  ap  Cadwa- 

lader  ap  Owen,  by  whom  she  had   Mary,  the  wife  of 

**  Charles   Lloyd  ap  Oliver  Lloyd  of  Welchpoole,"  ap 

Roger  Lloyd^  of  Nantcribba.     In  the  10th  Eliz.'^'  Ricus 

Mores  gen."  appears  sixth,  in  the  16th  Eliz.  as  third,  and 

in  the   19th  Eliz.  as  second,  on  the  grand  jury  at  the 

Montgomeryshire  assizes.     His  first  appearance  on  the 

roll  of  magistrates  is  in  the  20th  Eliz.,  when  he  was 

summoned  to  a  grand  assize  to  be  held  at  "  Denbighe," 

10th  June  of  that  year. 

It  was  probably  our  sheriff  "  Richard  Morrice,"  who, 
on  23rd  July,  15th  Eliz.,  had  a  grant  of  land  in  Llanid- 
loes parish,  and  a  tenement  and  land  in  Llandynam 
parish,  called  "  Llannryghom,"  part  of  the  exchanged 

^  hewya  Dwdd,  vol.  i,  p.  274.  ^  IbiiL 

3  Ibkl,  vol.  i,  pp.  27(>,  208. 
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possessions  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.^  He  was  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury  in  the  23rd  and  the  25th  of  Eliz.,  and 
2nd  on  the  grand  jury  in  the  26th  Eliz. 


1580.    Thomas    Juckes. 

Deputy,  Richard  Vanghan.* 


Arg.^  a  chevron  gules^  between  three  cloves,  now  borne  as  three 
gilliflowers  (July  flowers),  expanded  proper. 

Thomas  Juckes,  esquire,  was  of  Buttington  or  Taly- 
bont.  His  family  came  originally  firom  Lancashire,  and 
derived  their  descent  from  Sidcock  Jewkes  of  Lan- 
caster. Fourth'  in  descent  from  Sidcock  was  John 
Juckes,  who  married  Ales,  daughter  of  Roger  Champer- 
nont,  who  had  issue  Thomas  Juckes. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  pedigree  in  the 

*  "Miscellanea  Historica,"  Mont  CoU.^  vol.  iii,  p.  154,  where, 
quoting  from  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  298,  his  grandfather  Ovren  is 
erroneously  styled  of  "  Gregynog." 

*  **  Ric'us  Vaughan,  gen."  (Peniarth  list). 

^  Extracted  from  a  genealogical  MS.  at  Wynnstay,  entitled 
**  Wales  and  Salop,  Prothero.'* 
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<c 


IProthero"  collection  gives  collateral  branches  of  the 
fstmily  settled  in  Shropshire  and  elsewhere  ;  to  one  of 
A?vliom,  if  not  to  our  sheriff,  the  following  extract,  in- 
teresting to  those  who  delight  in  the  contemplation  of 
tlie  manners  and  social  life  of  the  period,  probably  refers. 
The  latter  is  indicated  by  the  mention  of  Sir  Humphrey 
I-iee  of  Lee  Hall  and  Langley,  Shropshire,  created  a 
"baronet,  3rd  May,  1620. 

*'  Thomas  Jnkes  was  a  bawling,  bold,  confident  person  ;  he 

often  kept  company  with  his  betters,  but  showed  them  no  more 

respect  than  if  they  had  been  his  equals  or  inferiors.     He  was 

a  good  bowler,  and  often  bowled  with  Sir  Humphrey  Lee  at  a 

l>owling-green  on  Haremear  Heathy  where  he  would  make  no 

more  account  of  Sir  Humphrey  than  if  he  had  been  a  plough- 

'boy.     He  would  ordinarily  tell  him  he  lied,  and  sometimes 

ttrow  the  bowl  at  his  head,  and  then  they  parted  in  wrath ;  but 

Tvithin  a  few  days  Sir  Humphrey  would  ride  to  Newton,^  and 

take  Juckes  with .  him  to  bowls,  and  if  they  did  not  fall  out, 

liv^ould  take  him  home  with  him  and  make  him  drunk.'' ^ 

Thomas  Juckes,  by  his  wife  "  Jane,  daughter  of  *  * 
Pickstock,  Esqr."  had  Roger  Juckes,  styled  of  "Dor- 
rington,  Shropshire,"  and  Richard  Juckes,  father  of 
Ricnard  Juckes  of  Salop,  Edward  Juckes  of  London,  and 
James  Juckes  of  Upton. 

Roger  Juckes  had  two  wives,  Joan,  daughter  of  Roger 
Blakeway,  and  Alicia,  or  Ales,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Leighton,  knight,  of  Wattlesborough,  by  his  wife  Anne, 
daughter  of  Roger  Baker  or  Barker  of  Salop ;  but  it  is 
not  stated  how  they  stood  in  order  of  succession.  Eliza- 
beth, sister  of  Alice  Leighton,  married  James  Leeche, 
sheriff  in  1551,  whose  daughter  and  heiress,  Anne,  mar- 
ried another  of  our  sheriffs,  Andrew  Vavasour,  1563. 
Roger  Juckes,  by  his  wife  Ales  Leighton,  was  the  father 
of  our  sheriff. 

Thomas  Juckes.  The  above  family  connection  will 
probably  account  for  the  settlement  of  the  latter  m 

*  ?  Newton,  in  the  parish  of  Middle. 

'  Qough's  History  of  Middle.  Quoted  in  Blakoway's  Sheriffs  of 
ShwiMre,  p.  97,  note. 
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Montgomeryshire,  and  its  official  influence  in  the  county 
for  his  selection  as  sheriflf.  His  domicile  of  Buttington 
was  a  recent  acquisition,  for  we  find  that  on  the  "  4th 
May,  18th  EUz.,  Edward  Graye  of  Buildwas,  in  the 
countie  of  Salop,  esquire,  and  Chrysogon  his  wief," 
for  a  fine  of  £130  granted  to  "Thomas  Juckes  of  But- 
tington, gentleman,"  a  lease  of  "Buttington  flFerme 
Ijdngin  the  lordship  of  Tiertreif,"at  a  rental  of  £15  8s.  4i 
"  for  the  terme  of  threescore  and  one  years ;"  which 
the  said  Thomas  seems  to  have  previoTisly  held  under 
a  lease  formerly  granted  by  "  Edward  Graye,  knight. 
Lord  Powis,  to  Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  knight,"  chief  jus- 
tice of  Chester  up  to  the  close  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII. 

In  the  thirty-third  year  of  her  reign.  Queen  Elizabeth 
granted  a  licence  to  Thomas  Juckes,  esquire,  to  sell  the 
manor  of  Katlinghope  to  Edward  Grey  and  his  heirs. 
In  this  year  his  son  and  heir,  George  Juckes,  is  said  to 
have  been  "quasi  viginti  ann'."  As  late  as  the  10th 
Jac.  we  find  Thomas  Juckes,  Esq.,  and  George  Juckes, 
gent.,  as  occupiers  of  a  messuage  or  tenement,  clearly 
alluding  to  Buttington  HalL 

Thomas  Juckes  was  twice  married,  first  to  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Richard  Sandford  of  Upper  Rossall  near 
Shrewsbury,  by  Mary,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Humphrey 
Plowden  of  Plowden,  and  sister  of  the  celebrated  Ed- 
mund Plowden.  By  Dorothy  Sandford^  he  had  George 
Juckes  of  Buttington,  who,  by  his  wife  Mary,  daughter 
of  George  Kerry  of  Binweston,  and  sister  of  Thomas 
Kerry,  sheriff  in  1618,  was  the  father  of 

I.  Thomas  Juckes  of  Trewerne. 

II.  George 

III.  William  Juckes  of  Buttington.  His  daughter 
Margaret,  relict  of  her  cousin,  William  Kerry,  married 
Francis  Sandford,^  Lancaster  herald  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,  a  celebrated  antiquary  and  author  of  the 
Genealogical  History  of  the  Kings  of  England. 

*  She  subsequently  married  one  Thomas  Gage. 
^  See  his  life  in  Clialmci's*  Biographical  Vidioiiarj/, 
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rv,    Henry  Juckes. 

I.  Joan. 

II.  Jane,*  who  married  Oliver  Pryce  (of  Cyfronydd) 
a.p  John  ap  David,  and  was  the  mother  of  William 
Pryce  of  Cyfronydd,  on  the  list  of  grand  jurors,  23rd 
Charles  I,  1647. 

HI.  Elinor. 
TV.   Ann. 
V.   Elizabeth.^ 

On  the  death  of  Dorothy  Sandford  our  sheriff  married 
Margaret,  relict  of  John  Dawes,  lord  of  the  manor  and 
rectory  of  Atcham,  or  Attingham,  the  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  John  Biste,  lord  of  the  same,  whose  father, 
Roger  Biste,  held  "the  manor,  lands,  grange,  and  tithes 
of  Attingham,  and  lands  adjoining  the  fields  of  Ber- 
wyche,"  in  the  9th  Henry  VIII,  under  the  Abbot  of 
LiUeshall.' 

11  Jac.    Thomas  Jewks,  Esq.,  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
alienated  this  manor  to  Francis  Lockyer,  gent. 

8  Charles  I.      The  king  gave  leave  to   Margaret 
Jewks,  widow,  to  seU  the  manor  of  Attingham  to  John 
Frogmer,  gent.^     The  lordship  and  rectory  of  Atting- 
ham seem,  however,  to  have  descended  to,  and  continued 
in,  the  family  of  Dawes  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time  after  this  ;  for  by  the  will^  of  "  Margarett  Jewkes 
of  Caughley,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  widow,"  dated  26th 
March,  1634,  her  interest  in  the  manor  was  to  go  to 
her  son  John  Dawes,  who,  in  1677,  conveys  the  manor 
to  his  heirs  male,  with  remainder  to  his  daughter  Helen, 
the  wife  of  William  Parker,  of  Park  Hall,  Staffordshire. 
Our  sheriff  seems  to  have  left  no  issue  by  his  widow 
Margaret  Biste. 

William  Jukes,  M.P.  for  the  Montgomeryshire  bo- 
roughs in  the  Parliament  of  1597-1598,  was  probably  a 
brother  of  our  sheriff. 
It  now  remains  for  us  to  notice  any  passages  in  our 

1  Lewys  Dwnn,  vol.  i,  p.  293.  »  Earl  MS.,  1241,  fo.  28. 

*  Duke's  Antiquities  of  Sliro^jshiref  p.  155. 

*  Ibid.,  p.  159.  5  Ibiil,  p.  15G. 
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local  records  having  reference  to  his  official  connection 
with  the  county  of  Montgomery.  He,  as  "  Thomas 
Juckes  de  Buttington,  ar.,"  filled  the  office  of  sheriff  in 
1602;  and,  as  "Thomas  Juckes  de  Trelydan,  ar.,"  in 
1621.  He  first  appears  as  a  magistrate  on  the  roll  at 
the  assizes  held  at  Llanfyllin,  10  Sept.,  24  Eliz. 

27  Eliz.  He  was  a  joint  commissioner  of  taxes  with 
Edward  Herbert  of  Montgomery  and  Oliver  Lloyd  of 
Leighton. 

9  James  I.  He  was  chief  steward  of  the  lordship  of 
Powis  to  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Sir  William 
Herbert,  knight.^  He  was  succeeded  in  this  office  by 
Sir  John  Herbert,  knight,  who  first  appears  in  the  above 
capacity,  20  James  I. 

On  31st  May,  17  James  I,  a  deposition  was  made 
before  Thomas  Juckes  and  Eichard  Uoyd  of  Marring- 
ton,  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county ;  and  as  late  as 
the  2nd  Charles  I,  1626,  "  Thomas  Juckes  de  Butting- 
ton,  ar."  appears  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  at  the 
assizes  for  that  year.  He  doubtless  lived  to  a  good 
old  age.  Local  genealogists  style  him  "oZd  Thomas 
Jeudgke  of  Tal-y-bont."^ 

Sir  Percy  Herbert's  Survey  of  the  Manor  oj  Teirtreff 
and  Lordship  of  Powis  in  1629,  gives  the  following, 
under  the  head  of  "  improvements,"  in  the  township  of 
Cletterwood  : — 

''Pentirthe  Prithe,  sold  by  Thomas  Jaxe,  Esq.,  by  lease 
from  my  grandmother  (Dame  Mary  Herbert),  13^.  4d. 

*'  The  ffrith  of  Cletterwood,  sold  by  the  sayd  Thomas  Jnxe, 
halfe  inclosed  and  halfe  uninclosed,  £19:3:0.  Thomas  Juxe, 
Esq.,  houldeth  two  parcells  of  land,  by  estimation,  21  Akers, 

The  township  of  Trewerne  : — 

''  Mr.  Thomas  Juxe  houldeth  the  lands  that  fell  to  my 
father's  parte  when  the  Commons  of  Trewerne  were  inclosed 
by  the  flfreehoulders.^' 

^  "  Thomas  Juckes,  ar.,  Cap.  Sen.,  Willi' mns,  Comit  Pembroke, 
et  Willi*mo  Herbert,  milit.,  domii  sui  de  Powys"  (Gaol  File). 
»  Harh  MS,,  1936. 
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Our  sheriff  seems  to  have  outKved  his  son,  George 
Juckes,  whose  son,  Thomas  Juckes,  styled  of  Trewem 
in  the  family  pedigree,  must  be  the  member  of  the 
family  referred  to  in  the  following  extract : — 

''  12  Chas.  1, 1636.  Sir  Percy  Herbert,  knight  and  baronett, 
leases  to  Thomas  Jnckes  of  Buttington,  gent.,  a  p'cell  of  the 
ffrythe  of  Cletterwood  (probably  that  sold  by  his  grandfather 
prior  to  1629),  27  acres,  for  21  years,  at  a  rent  of  £2  :  10 : 0. 

''a.d.  1656.  Rent  roll  of  chief  lords*  fees  payable  by  the 
freeholders  in  Stretmercell  manor,  under  Trelydan  and  Gun- 
grog  Vechan. 

*'  Thomas  Jucks,  Esq.,  for  one  messuage  or  tenem*.  wherein 
he  now  inhabiteth,  and  about  a  hundred  acres  of  land  unto  y« 
same  belonging,  adjoining  to  the  lands  of  Evan  Gwynn  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  lands  of  Humphrey  ap  Richard  on  y*  other 
side,  paying  yearely  for  y  same,  Ss/' 

Following  in  the  course  of  the  family  descent,  we 
may  remark  that  this  last  Thomas  (the  grandson  of  the 
sheriff),  by  his  wife,  Mary  Ditchfield,  had  Thomas 
Juckes  (ii),  who,  in  16S1,  we  find  inhabiting  and  hold- 
ing the  same  messuage  and  tenement  of  Trelydan  under 
the  lord  of  Powis.  By  his  wife  Mary,^  daughter  of  John 
Bright  of  Acton,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  of  Pentre, 
in  the  coimty  of  Montgomery,  he  had  Thomas  Juckes 
of  Trelydan,  and  George  Jukes  an  apothecary  in  Welsh- 
pool. 

Thomas  Juckes  (iii),  by  his  wife,  Dorothy  Bagot, 
left  a  daughter  and  heiress,  Frances  (ob.  12  May,  1733, 
aged  56),  who  married  the  Bev.  James  Egerton  of 
Chester  (oh.  1754,  aged  80),  whose  daughter,  Dorothy,^ 

*  On  the  floor  near  the  chancel  in  Guilsfield  Chnrch.  "  Here 
lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  Jnckes  *  *  *  Thomas  Juckes  of  Trelydan, 
deceased,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  her  age,  Sept.  4,  1711." 

^  The  following  memorials  of  her  father,  mother,  and  brother,  are 
in  Guilsfield  Church.  "  Reverendi  Viri  tfuckes  Egerton  de  Trely- 
dan, subter  huno  lapidem  in  sepulchro  camerato  jacet  quod  mortale 
est.  Obiit  15"*  die  Martii,  An*  Dom.  1772.  ^tatis  suao  64"  (5 
cut  over  the  4). 

On  a  large  monument  in  the  chancel. 
'*In  a  vault  near  this  monument  lie  interred  the  bodies  of  the 
Rev.  James  Egerton  of  Trelydan,  in  the  Go'y  of  Montgomery  (a 
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married  Richard  Lloyd  of  Aberbechan.  Their  daughter, 
Frances  Egerton  Lloyd  of  Aberbechan,  married  on  the 
6th  May,  1763,  Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  of  Clifton,  in  the 
coimty  of  Nottingham,  sixth  baronet.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Sir  Robert  Clifton,  seventh  baronet,  sheriff 
in  1792,  and  of  Sir  Juckes  Granville  Clifton  Juckes, 
eighth  baronet,  sheriff  in  1797,  which  last  surname  he 
assumed  in  addition  to  his  patronymic. 

W.  V.  Ll. 

descendant  of  the  antient  family  of  tbe  Egertons  of  Cheshire),  and 
of  Frances  his  wife.  She  died  May  12,  1783,  aged  56  years,  and  he 
the  23rd  Jane,  1754,  aged  80  years.  This  monument  is  erected  to 
their  memory,  pursuant  to  the  "will  of  their  son,  the  Rev.  Jnckes 
Egerton,  who  died  the  15th  March,  1772,  aged  64,  and  lies  interred 
with  his  parents.  Juckes  Egerton  died  possessed  of  Trelydan  and 
Pentry  estates  in  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Salop,  in  right 
of  his  mother  Frances,  only  child  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Juckes 
of  Trelydan,  and  granddaughter  of  Mary  Juckes,  only  sister  of  John 
Bright  of  Acton,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  of  Pentry,  in  the  county 
of  Montgomery.  He  nobly  followed  the  exemplary  virtues  of  his 
parents,  and  left  behind  him  the  just  character  of  a  learned,  upright, 
benevolent,  charitable,  and  worthy  man."  Arms  :  arg,,  between 
three  pheons,  «a&.,  a  lion  rampant,  ^t.,  on  an  escutcheon  of  pretence, 
arg.y  a  chevron  gu,  between  three  gilliflowers  of  the  last. 
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158 1 . — Griffith    Lloyd. 
Deputy,  Thomas  Lloyd.^ 


1.  Sal).,  three  nags'  heads  erased,  two  and  one,  ar,  (Brochwel 
Ysgjthrog,  Prince  of  Powys). 

2.  Ar,,  a  griflBn  segreant,  gu, 

3.  Party  per  pale  or  and  gu.,  two  lions  rampant,  addorsed  conn- 
terchanged  (Brochwel  ap  Aeddan). 

4.  Chb,,  a  griffin  segreant,  or  (Llowddin). 

5.  Sa.,  a  chevron  between  three  owls,  ar,  (Broughton). 

6.  Gu,,  three  snakes  nowed  in  a  triangular  knot,  ar,  (Ednywain 
ap  Brad  wen). 

^  "  Thomas  Lloyd,  gen."  (Peniarth  list),  was  the  second  son  of 
Edward  Lloyd  of  Gaervawr,  by  Maudlyn,  daughter  of  Jenkyn  Han- 
mer  of  FFens,  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dymock  of  Wel- 
lington {Gedwyn  MS.,  "  Hanmer").  His  elder  brother,  Humphrey 
Lloyd  ap  Edward  ap  David  Lloyd  ap  Griffith  ap  B^ginald  ap  Sir 
Griffith  Vanghan,  knight  banneret,  was  of  Burgedin,  and  lord  of 
half  the  manor  of  Broniarth,  which  he  sold  to  Thomas  Tanat  (lord 
of  the  other  half),  and  sheriff  in  1570.  Thomas  Lloyd,  in  company 
with  the  Powis  Castle  family,  was  presented  for  "  recusancy  "  at  the 
assizes,  36  Eliz.,  1594 

^  These  arms,  with  the  addition  of  supporters,  viz.,  on  the  dexter 
side  a  griffin  segreant,  or ;  on  the  sinister  a  griffin  segreant,  gvles ; 
Crest :  on  a  casque,  a  mailed  hand  holding  what  appears  to  be  a 
broken  lance;  Motto:  "Fide  ne  defide/'  Date,  a.d.  1584,  on 
stained  glass  of  the  latter  period,  are  now  in  the  library  window  at 
Garth,  the  seat  of  the  My  tton  family,  who  represent  Reginald,  third 
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Griffith  Lloyd,  Esq.,  of  Maesmawr  and  Trawscoed,  in 
the  parish  of  Guilsfield,  was  the  sixth  ^  sheriff  of  the 
tribe  of  Brochwel  since  the  first  appointment  to  the 
office  in  Montgomeryshire  in  1541,  in  which  year  his 
kinsman,  Humphrey  Lloyd,  was  sheriff. 

Cadwalader  of  Maesmawr,  the  ancestor  of  Griffith 
Lloyd,  was  the  second  son  of  Sir  Griffith  Vaughan, 
knight  banneret.  By  his  wife  Lowry,  daughter  of 
Howel  ap  leuan  Lloya  of  Vaynor,  in  the  parish  of  Ber- 
riew,  he  had  three,  if  not  more,  sons,  of  which  were 

I.  Edmund  Lloyd,  ancestor  of  the  Lloyds  of  Castel- 
moch.  "  Edmunaus  ap  Cad'r,  ar.,"  was  one  of  the  first 
appointed  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Montgomery. 
He  appears  as  foreman  of  a  general  sessions  jury,  20th 
April,  33  Hen.  VIII,  and  second  on  the  grand  jury, 
1  7th  Sept.,  35  Hen.  VIII. 

II.  Hugh  Lloyd,  ancestor  of  the  Maesmawr  and 
Trawscoed  family. 

III.  David  Lloyd,  ancestor  of  the  Lloyds  of  Rhandyr. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Roger  Lloyd  of 
Rhandyr,  great  grandson  of  David,  married  John  ap 
Howell  Vaughan  of  Coed  Talog,  and  afterwards  of 
Rhandyr.  "  David  Lloyd  ap  Cadwallader"  was,  not 
improbably,  the  Ringild  of  Tregennon,  32  Hen.  VIII, 
ana  his  great  grandson,  "  Rogerus  Lloyd  de  Rhandir, 
gen.,"  appears  as  foreman  of  the  second  jury  of  inquisition 
at  the  assizes  held  at ''  Pool,"  26th  August,  30  Eliz. 

I.  Alice,  daughter  of  Cadwallader  ap  Sir  Griffith 
Vaughan  was,  by  leuan  Lloyd  of  Abertanat,  the  mother 
of  John  Tanat,  the  ancestor  of  the  Tanats  of  BlodwelL 

Hugh  Lloyd  of  Maesmawr,  the  second  son,  by  his 
wife  Gwenhwyfar,  daughter  of  Howel  ap  Griffitn  ap 
Howel,  descended  from  Idnerth  Benfras,  was  the  father 
of  Thomas  Lloyd  of  Maesmawr,  or,  as  he  is  styled  in 

son  of  Sir  Griffitli  Vanghan.  The  Garth  pedigree  by  John  Salasbniy 
de  Erbistocke,  dated  16th  Jan.,  1677,  and  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Earl  of  Powis,  gives  the  crest,  "  an  Arme  armed  honlding  a 
lance  pp.  with  the  point  imbrued  in  blond.'* 

*  See  "Genealogical   Key  Charts   to   the    Brochwel   Sheriflfe." 
Mont.  Colly  vol.  ii,  p.  210. 
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the  BheriflTs  files,  "Thomas  Lloid  de  Gilleffild,  gent.," 
foreman  of  a  hundred  jury  at  the  sessions  held  at  Mont- 
gomery, 14th  Oct.,  33  Hen.  VIII.  He  died  at  the 
great  age  of  96,  and  the  "  Guildsfield  Register"  thus 
records  nii  burial.  "  An'.  1577.  Thomas  Lloyd  ap  Hugh 
Lloyd  ap  CadTr,  sepultus  fuit  xxviij  die  Julii,  An'o 
p'to."  By  his  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  Edward  Corbett, 
son  of  Peter  Corbett,  son  of  Peter  Corbett  of  Lee,  he  had 

Edmund  Lloyd  of  Maesmawr,  on  the  roll  of  magis- 
trates for  the  county,  2  Eliz.,  and  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  2  and  3  Eliz.  His  last  appearance  on  the  roU  of 
magistrates  is  in  the  12th  Eliz.  By  his  wife  Deile,  the 
daughter  of  Edward  Price  and  sister  of  John  Price  of 
Eglwysegl,  sheriff  in  1562,  and  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Marches,  he  was  the  father  of  our  sheriff, 

Griffth  Lloyd  of  Maesmawr.  The  latter  married 
his  kinswoman,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Humphrey  ap 
John  Wynn  of  Garth,  in  the  parish  of  Guilsfield,  and 
Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Herbert,  knight,  of 
Montgomery.  By  Catherine  Wynn  he  left  a  sole 
daughter  and  heiress,  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  the  last  of  her 
line,  who,  by  marriage,^  conveyed  the  extensive  estates 
of  this  branch  of  the  family,  in  the  parish  of  Guilsfield,  to 
Edward  Piers  of  Cressage,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  bar- 
rister-at-law.  She  died  in  1622,  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  the  Guilsfield  Register.  "  Elizabetha 
Peers,  vidua  de  Maesmawr  sepult.  fuit  nono  die  Julii, 
Ano  p'd."  Her  son,  Lloyd  Piers,  was  sheriff  in  1637 
and  1649.  His  issue  assumed  the  surname  and  arms 
of  "  Lloyd."  His  eldest  son,  Edward  Lloyd,  succeeded 
to  Maesmawr ;  his  second  son,  David,  died  young ;  and 
his  third  son,  Thomas  Lloyd,  probably  the  shenff  of 
1655,  succeeded  to  the  Trawscoed  estate,  30th  March, 
1659. 

The  Domestic  Calendar  of  State  Papershs^  directed 
our  attention  to  some  original  letters  of  a  correspond- 

*  "  1580.  Edwardus  Peers  et  Elizabeth  vh.  Grnffith  Lloyd,  arme- 
geri,  fuer't  matrimonio,  xvj  die  Julii,  An'o  p'd."  ("  Guilsfield 
Register.") 

VOL.  IV.  D  D 
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ence  of  some  local  interest,  and  of  particular  reference 
to  the  appointment  of  Griffith  Lloyd  as  sheriff  of  the 
county. 

William  Herle,  the  writer,  and  the  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  Earl  of  Leicester  and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Herbert,  knight,  of  Powis  Castle,  was  a  cacogra- 
phist  of  the  deepest  dye.  An  enduring  patience  is  needed 
so  decypher  his  cramped  illegible  scrawl.  He  was  pro- 
bably the  son  of  Thomas  Herle,  the  uterine  brother  of 
Sir  Richard  Herbert,  knight,  of  Montgomery  Castle, 
and  therefore  a  first  cousin  of  Edward  Herbert,  his 
son,  our  sheriff  in  1557.  He  is  styled  "  William  Herl 
of  Montgomery,  Esq.,  the  Queenes  Ma'"*^  SVant/'  in 
Ilarl.  MS.,  6102,  which  also  gives  his  arms,  as  "  grw.,  a 
chevron  or,  between  three  ducks,  sa."  He  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  those  useful,  interested,  and  partial 
observers  of  current  events  in  their  bearing  on  the  aims 
and  intrigues  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester ;  more  of  a  court 
spy  than  a  queen's  messenger.  He  was,  moreover,  a 
stirring  busy  plotter  in  the  interests  of  the  Herbert 
family,  and  not  unmindful  of  his  own,  when,  in  his  active 
movements  between  the  country  and  the  court,  he  fell 
across  void  appointments,  concealments,  and  small 
scraps  at  the  disposal  of  hungry  office-seekers.  Few 
other  traces,  and  those  of  little  credit,^  remain  of  his 
local  connection.  His  brother,  John  Herle,  10th  Oct., 
1  Mary,  received  a  grant  of  the  office  of  constable  of 
Conway  Castle,  and  steward  of  the  courts  of  the  posses- 
sions of  Bardsey  Monastery. 

Our  first  extract  shall  be  from  a  letter  dated  7th 
Nov.,  1580,  from  William  Herle,  "  To  the  R^  honorable 
my  very  good  lord  the  Erie  of  Leicester.  Give  these 
with  spede  at  the  Court."  Modernizing  the  orthography 
it  proceeds  : — 

*  Montgomeryshire  Collections^  vol.  ii,  p.  122. 

^  1576  "  Jana  filia  Rosas  Jones,  supposed  to  be  the  bastard  of 
William  herle,  baptizata  fait  xxiij  die  octobris,  An^o  sup'd/^ 
(Guilsfield  Register.) 
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''  Yesterday  I  was  forced,  my  very  honourable  good  Lord,  to 
repair  to  your  Lordship  with  some  speed  about  my  private 
business,  judging  it  hard  (?)  to  have  had  your  Lordship  at  leisure 
to  speak  with  you  at  all  upon  a  Sunday,  begging  very  humbly 
both  to  recommend  to  your  remembrances  that  motion  I  made 
on  Sir  Edward  Herbert's  request,  whose  man  I  have  dispatched 
away  this  morning  very  well  satisfied,  and  have  written  to  his 
master  how  much  he  is  beholding  to  your  Lordship,  putting 
him  of  myself  in  mind  of  your  honourable  favour  and  kind  bene- 
fits that  he  hath  received  from  the  beginning  at  your  hands, 
wishing  him  with  all  his  endeavours  not  only  to  acknowledge 
them  by  his  actions  toward  your  Lordship,  but  also  sincerely 
to  deserve  them  by  the  best  duties  he  may  *  *  *  Your  Lord- 
ship knows  that  I  have  done  good  offices  between  you  and 
him,  and  namely  in  Sir  John  Trocraorton's^  case,  which  course 
I  will  observe  for  all  men,  whereby  I  shall  enjoy  your  Lord- 
ship^s  favour. 

"  The  persons  that  be  returned  in  your  rolls  for  Montgomery- 
shire are,  John  Vaughan,  alias  John  Owen  Vaughan,  Morgan 
Gwyn,  and  Griffith  Lloyd.  The  first  is  he  that  hath  suits  in 
law  against  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  and  desires  this  office  only 
to  hinder  justice  in  his  own  causes  ;  besides,  that  he  is  a ''  flfac- 
tyous''  fellow,  and  therefore  Sir  E.  Herbert  hath  good  reason 
to  desire  that  he  be  not  pricked  sheriff.  Griffith  Lloyd  is  one 
of  honest  conversation,  learned,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
therefore  a  more  indifferent  meet  person  for  this  office,  being 
also  servant  unto  the  Lord  President  of  Wales.  May  it  please 
your  Lordship  to  have  care  of  this  matter."  *  *  *  * 

Three  gentlemen  of  ancient  family  and  local  landed 
interest  we  find,  from  the  foregoing,  had,  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  custom,  been  nominated  for  the  office  of 
sheriff,  one  of  which  required  the  approving  prick  of  a 
triangular  gold  needle  or  bodkin,  in  confirmation  of  his 
selection  by  the  sovereign.     John  ap  Owen  Vaughan 

*  Sir  John  Thrograorton  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Chester 
in  1558.  By  virtue  of  his  office  he  had  a  seat  at  the  Council  of  the 
Marches  for  twenty  years,  and  daring  the  absence  of  Sir  Henry 
Sidney  in  Ireland  as  Lord  Deputy,  Sir  John  acted  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent. He  was  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Kenilworth.  He 
was  recorder  of  Shrewsbury  from  1569-1574.  He  died  in  1580,  and 
was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Caughton,  Warwickshire. 

2  Domestic  Calendar  of  State  Papers  for  1580,  fo.  686,  at  the 
Record  Office. 
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was  of  Llwydiarth,  a  great  house ;  Morgan  Gwynne,  a 
member  of  the  Iimer  Temple,  was  of  Llanidloes  ;  Grif- 
fith Lloyd  was  of  Maesmawr.  Recorded  events  of  the 
period  throw  some  little  light  upon  a  feud,  apparently 
of  long  standing,  which  had  existed  between  the  Her- 
berts and  the  Vaughans.  Eight  years  after  the  date  of 
this  letter,  ill  will  still  existed  between  the  houses,  which 
often  led  their  retainers  into  serious  breaches  of  the 
public  peace.  The  historians  of  Shrewsbury  tell  us^  of 
one  of  these  which  befell  on  the  7th  of  January,  1558-9, 
and  gave  the  authorities  of  Salop  uneasy  times.  It  was 
on  the  day  of  the  sessions,  and  there  had  like  to  have 
been  great  hurt  done  through  the  blowing  of  a  trum- 
peter over  against  Master  David  Lloyd's  house,  in  which 
was  one  Master  Owen  Vaughan  and  his  men,  a  stout 
gentill,  between  whom  and  Master  Newport  was  an  old 
grudge  ;  but,  God  be  thanked,  it  was  for  that  time 
pacified.  Shakspeare,  says  our  Salopian  historian, 
needed  not  to  have  travelled  as  far  as  Verona  for  a 
scene  parallel  to  the  Montagues  and  Capulets.  Mr. 
Newport's  sister  had  married  Richard  Herbert,  Esq.,  of 
Montgomery,  father  of  the  famous  Baron  of  Chirbury. 
But  what  is  more  immediately  illustrative  of  William 
Herle's  statement  is,  that  Sir  Edward  Herbert  of  Powis 
Castle  was  plaintiff  in  a  suit  with  Mr.  John  Owen 
Vaughan,  father  of  the  before  mentioned  Owen  Vaughan, 
at  the  spring  assizes,  21st  March,  1587-8,  "imto  the 
which  cam  sutche  a  boundans  of  people,  that  the  lycke 
hathe  not  been  scene,  by  the  reason  of  the  appearance 
out  of  Wales,  Sir  Edw.  Harbert,  Knight,  being  playn- 
tyfe,  and  John  Owen  Vaughan,  Esq.,  and  Howell 
Vaughan  (of  Coedtalog,  his  brother),  deffendants."  This 
was  quite  enough,  with  the  irascible  spirit  of  the  Welsh- 
men of  the  day,  to  excite  a  feud  between  their  respective 
partizans. 

Without  wishing  to  question  the  truth  of  William 
Herle's  statement,  that  Griffith  Lloyd  was  "  a  more  in- 

^  Owen  and  Blakeway's  Mistonj  of  Shrewshury^  vol.  i,  pp.  390-1, 
notes  1,  2. 
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different  meet  person"  for  the  office  of  sheriff  than  that 
"ffactyous  fellow"  John  Owen  Vaughan  of  Llwydiarth, 
still  he  was  not  beyond  suspicion,  judged  by  the  light 
and  social  character  of  the  times,  of  being  a  Herbert 
partLzan  in  his  discrimination  of  our  sherifi  s  character. 
Griffith  Lloyd  had  certainly  more  to  recommend  him  in 
Herbert  eyes  than  John  Owen  Vaughan.  He  was 
collector-general  of  the  taxes  of  the  county  in  the  18th 
Eliz.,  the  year  that  Richard  Herbert  was  sheriff.  He 
was  probably  a  barrister,  or  the  holder  of  some  legal 
office  under  the  Council  of  the  Marches.  He  was  a 
"  servant,"  or  of  the  retinue,  of  the  Lord  President, 
Sir  Henry  Sidney,  knight,  the  father-in-law  of  Henry 
Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  brother  of  Sir  Edward 
Herbert,  the  "  playntiffe  in  the  suit."  His  uncle,  John 
Price  of  Egloisegle,  sheriff  in  1562,  was  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Marches,  whose  eldest  son,  Edward 
Price,  had  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Edward  Her- 
bert ;  and  last,  not  least,  his  wife,  Catherine  Wynn  (of 
Garth),  was  a  niece  of  the  same  Edward  Herbert  of 
Montgomery,  sheriff  in  1557  and  1568. 

Griffith  Lloyd  had  no  doubt  borne,  and  was  still 
willing  to  bear,  excellent  testimony  to  the  forbearance 
and  eminently  pacific  character  of  the  Herberts  in  their 
occasional  misunderstandings  with  the  representatives 
of  rival  interests  ;  or  to  cast  oil  on  the  troubled  waters, 
when  matters,  made  the  most  of  by  the  "  ffactyous" 
Vaughans,  assimied  an  ugly  aspect  in  the  Court  of  the 
Marches,  where,  perhaps  in  connection  with  William 
Herle,  he  had  secured  the  friendly  ear  of  the  Chief 
Justice,  Sir  John  Throgmorton,  who  occasionally  may 
have  sat  in  judgment  upon  quarrelsome  neighbours. 

William  Herle's  interview  proved  a  success.  The 
comtly  graces  of  Leicester  had  to  succumb  to  the  long 
winded  circumlocution  of  our  indifferent  scribe,  who 
fairly  "talked  hym  aslepe."  He  lost  no  time  in  making 
known  its  results  at  Powis  Castle,  and  in  ingratiating 
himself  with  his  powerful  connection  ;  for,  on  the  same 
day,  7th  Nov.,  1580,  he  sends  the  following  letter  : — 
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''  To  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  touching  the  pryckinge  of  Grif- 
fith Loyd,  sherif  of  M'og'ershire.^ 

''  Being  glad  S^  to  understand  of  y'  good  health  and  my 
Lady  w'^'  all  yo'  lyttle  ones. 

'*  I  perceive  by  my  brother  John'son  that  you  were  desy- 
rowes — ^yf  my  credyte  so  served  me — ^yf  I  sholld  move  my  L. 
of  Leicester  touching  the  retome  of  the  sheriffe  in  the  countie 
of  Mountgomery,  to  have  him  stay  the  prickinge  of  John  Owen 
Yaughan  at  yo.  request,  for  that  he  was  a  person  unffyt  for 
many  respectes  to  be  in  the  rowe  and  namely  at  this  p'nte  by 
reson  of  certayne  sutes  in  lawe  dependynge  between  you  and 
hym  wli  should  *  •  and  hinder  yo'r  right  yf  he  that  was  cor- 
rupt of  himself  sholld  be  the  minister  of  Justyce  in  his  own 
cause,  which  charge  of  yo'rs  declared  unto  me  by  my  brother 
John^son  I  did  willingly  undertake  and  with  the  best  credyte 
and  skill  that  I  had — which  is  very  mene — dellt  therein  w'h  my 
L.  of  Leicester  on  Satturday  at  night,  till  I  had  talked  hym 
aslepe. 

"I  found  hym  very  well  inclyned  not  onlye  to  favour  so 
juste  a  motyon  but  also  to  have  suche  a  Sheriffe  as  y'r  self 
cowd  lyke  with,  which  as  yt  is  a  beneffyte  very  extraordinary, 
BO  is  it  worth  the  knowledging  in  due  sorte  to  hym  agayne. 

''  I  followinge  my  instructyons  named  G.  Lloyd  to  be  an  in- 
different man,  being  also  in  the  retome  and  servant  to  his 
brother  the  L'd  President  (Sir  Henry  Sydney)  whom  he  was 
content  to  allowe. 

*'  I  had  sondry  speeches  w'h  hym  further  touching  y*r  self, 
fynding  that  there  hath  bene  yll  offyces  used  between  you — 
whereof  he  shall  nede  take  no  knowledge  till  I  see  you  myself, 
w^h  God  willinge  shalbe  shortly,  and  then  he  slialbe  fully  in- 
structed of  things — ^but  I — as  my  sincery ty  hathe  bene  allwhies 
towarde  you  uprighte  and  loving — did  so  edeffye  him  of  you  in 
all  points,  as  I  left  him  well  satisfyed,  and  will  assist  you  yn 
endynge  yo'r  accompte  for  the  mynte  with  the  Q's  Ma'tie,  and 
favor  yo^r  procedinge  for  Powys. 

*'  I  did  let  a  good  word  fall  of  my  cosin,  Mr.  Edward  H.*  of 
Mountgomery  w'h  he  tooke  in  very  thinckfull  parte,  whereof  I 
wolld  that  my  sayd  cosin  had  some  understandynge  by  you,  yf  yt 
so  plese  you,  his  Lordshippes  grettness  is  such  with  her  Ma* tie  as 
that  he  and  my  L.  Treasurer — bothe  my  good  Lords — dyrecte 
all. 

^  Bomestic  Calendar  of  State  Papers  for  1580,  fo.  686,  Record 
Office. 

*  Son  of  Sir  Richard  Herbert,  knight,  of  Montgomery,  and  sheriff 
in  1557  and  1508. 
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''His  booke  of  exchange  is  granted  and  passeth  for  the 
some  of  iiij  c^*  a  yere.  I  haire  my  brother  order  to  send  you 
the  occurrentes  of  Portin^ll  w'h  are  of  credyte,  and  as  you 
may  esteme  them  ;  wherewith  comending  me  w'th  my  harte 
unto  you,  yon  have  the  power  to  commando  me  as  on  of  yo*r 
own.     Raptim  Bedcrosstrete^^  vij'***  Novembris,  1580.^' 

On  Nov.  17  W.  Herle  informs  the  Earl  of  Leicester  of 
his  intention  to  proceed  forthwith  to  North  Wales. 
Sir  Edward  Herbert  thanks  his  Lordship  for  procuring 
an  impartial  sheriflF  in  Montgomeryshire,  "for  which 
office  Griffith  Lloyd  is  much  to  be  preferred. "^ 

Griffith  Lloyd  appears  for  the  first  time  on  the  roll 
of  magistrates  for  the  county  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
Elizabeth,  and  was  probably  placed  in  the  commission 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  Edmund  Lloyd  of  Maes- 
mawr,  whose  last  appearance  on  the  roll  was  in  the  12th 
Eliz. 

25  Eliz.  He  appears  as  foreman  of  the  second  Jury 
of  Inquisition.  He  occurs  frequently  as  bailiff  of  Pool 
between  the  31st  and  the  40th  Eliz.  at  the  assizes  of 
which  last  year  he  was  foreman  of  the  grand  jury.  We 
find  him  still  in  the  discharge  of  his  magisterial  func- 
tions, 43  EUz.,  **  apud  Polam,"  in  conjunction  with 
"  David  Lloyd,^  an,"  a  brother  magistrate,  on  which  oc- 
casion they  accepted  the  securities  of  "  leuan  ap  John 
ap  leuan  Lloyd  de  Llanervrochwell,  and  John  ap  Ro- 
bert de  Kyvronydd,  gentlemen."*  His  last  magisterial 
act  on  record  was  a  deposition  received  "  Apud  Maea- 
mawr,"  a.d.  1605. 

In  closing  this  notice,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  a 
portion  of  the  lands  of  Cynan  Garwyn,  "  Lord  of  Guils- 
field,  Broniarth,  and  Deuddwr,"  in  the  seventh  century, 
the  second  son  of  Brochwel  Ysgithrog,  Prince  of  Powys, 
viz.,  Maesmawr  and  Trawscoed,  were  of  the  inheritance 
of  our  sheriff,  his  direct  male  descendant.     It  may  be 

*  Near  Grub  Street,  Finsbury. 

*  Domestic  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  for  1580,  fo.  688. 

8  The  father  of  Sir  Charles  Lloyd,  the  first  baronet,  of  Moel-y- 
Garth.  *  Gaol  File,  43  Eliz. 
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of  interest  to  observe  that  Maesmawr  remained,  untQ 
recently,  and  that  Trawscoed  continues  to  this  day, 
the  inheritance  of  his  descendants  through  heirs  female. 

Lloyd  Piers,  sheriff  of  the  county  in  1637  and  1649, 
inheriting  the  above  estates  from  his  mother,  Elizabeth 
Lloyd,  left  Maesmawr  to  his  son  Edward,  who  assumed 
the  name  and  arms  of  "  Lloyd/'  Thomasine,  the 
daughter  of  the  latter,  and  heiress  of  Maesmawr,  mar- 
ried John  Edwards,  the  son  of  John  Edwards  of  Ror- 
rington  in  the  parish  of  Chirbury,  and  Mary  Price  of 
Gunley.  Their  son,  Lloyd  Edwards  of  Rorrington  and 
Maesmawr,  left  a  daughter  and  heiress,  Mary,  who 
married  Hugh  Morris  Jones,  whose  grandson,  John 
Jones  of  Maesmawr,  was  sheriff  in  1827,  but  died 
within  the  last  year  or  two  at  a  very  advanced  age. 
Mr.  Piers  Lloyd  Jones,  the  son  of  the  latter,  and  the 
last  Unk  in  the  chain  of  its  ancient  possessors,  still  sur- 
vives, but  the  large  bulk  of  the  Maesmawr  estate  was 
sold  in  his  father's  lifetime  to  William  Curling,  Esq.,  of 
London,  who  is  since  deceased. 

The  Trawscoed  estate  went  to  Thomas  Lloyd,  the 
third,  but  second  surviving,  son  with  issue  of  Lloyd 
Piers,  sheriff  in  1637,  and  his  wife  Thomasine,  daughter 
of  David  Morris  of  Glancynlleth,  in  the  county  of  Den- 
bigh. The  coheiresses  of  his  line  conveyed  the  Traws- 
coed estate  to  the  families  of  Trevor  and  Adair. 

W.  V.  Ll. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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The  frequent  oocurrence  of  surnames  other  than  Welsh 
even  in  purely  Welsh-speakmg  districts  of  Montgome- 
ryshire has  often  been  remarked,  and  it  is  sometimes 
asked  how  they  came  there.  It  has  been  stated  by 
some  that  the  bearers  of  these  patronymics  are  descend- 
ants of  a  troop  of  soldiers  disbanded  here  during  or  at 
the  close  of  the  Great  Rebellion.  It  is  curious,  how- 
ever, to  note  that  many  of  these  names  are  not  English, 
but  are  evidently  of  French  or  Flemish  origin.  The 
following  list  contains  some  of  this  class  which  have 
for  centuries  existed,  and  still  exist,  in  Montgomery- 
shire : — 


Bamett. 

Hnlings  (Huelin). 

Barrett. 

Ingram. 

Bebb. 

Jandrell. 

Bennett. 

Jarman  (Germain). 

Bnint. 

Jervis  (Gervaise,  or  Jervois). 

Corbett. 

Jordan  (Jourdain). 

Coand,  or  Conde. 

Mytton. 

Dax. 

Peate.^ 

Dyos. 

Perrin. 

Hamer. 

Perrott. 

Hammonds  (Hamon). 

Pilot 

Hibbott. 

Powdrell. 

Higgins 

(Hnyghens). 

Purcell.8 

^  Feate — The  name  of  "  Ricus  Pate "  occurs  repeatedly  in  the 
"  Nomina  Ballivorum,"  temp.  Elizabeth.  It  is  still  borne  by  several 
persons  in  Llanbrynmair,  and  also  in  the  conntiy  adjoining  Shrop- 
shire, near  Oswestry. 

*  Purcell — Of  Norman  origin.  Among  the  sheriffs  of  Montgo- 
meryshire we  find  {he  names  of  Nicholas  Purcell  (1553),  Thomas 
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Howe  ( Ron,  Ronx,  or  Le  Bou).         Tibbott  (Tiebaut,  or  Tibetot  ?). 
Savage  (Sauvage).  Woofe. 

Syars.  Woosnam. 

Doubtless  many  others  may  be  added  to  the  above. 
Besides  these  there  are  others  of  undoubted  French  or 
Flemish  origin,  but  the  introduction  of  which  into 
Montgomeryshire  is  so  recent  that  they  can  hardly  be 
considered  as  county  names,  such  as 

Agnew  (Agnean).  Jarrett. 

Delmar  (De  la  Mer).  Lefeaux. 

Gillart.  Rutter  (Ruyter). 
Issard. 

On  the  other  hand,  others  which  about  a  hundred 
years  ago  or  a  little  more,  existed  in  the  county,  have 
now  become  extinct  or  disappeared,  owing  to  removals, 
emigration,  inter-marriages,  or  the  adoption  of  other 
names.  Among  these,  the  following  may  be  men- 
tioned : 

Aubrey.  Pirgott. 

Bowdler  (De  Boulars).  Tarte.* 

Devereux.^  Vavasour.* 

The  names  of  Corbett,  Mytton,  Tibbott,  and  some 
others,  were  no  doubt  introduced  by  the  Norman  lords 
and  their  retainers  who  settled  in  the  Marches.  The 
Flemish  immigration  in  the  time  of  Henry  I  into  Gower 
(Gwyr)  and  other  parts  of  South  Wales,  and  thence 
probably  in  course  of  time  to  some  extent  into  Montgo- 
meryshire, will  account  for  some  others.    The  great  im- 

Purcell  (1597),  and  Edward  Purcell  of  Nantcribba,  Forden  (1625). 
Persons  bearing  this  name  are  still  to  be  met  with  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. 

*  Although  Deverettx  has  disappeared  in  Montgomeryshire  as  a 
final  samame,  it  is  still  retained  as  a  first  surname  in  the  Harrison 
and  Pryce  families. 

^  Tarte — A  family  of  this  name  lived  in  Llanbrynmair  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  last  centnry,  but  towards  the  close  of  it  assumed 
the  name  of  Jones  instead  of  their  original  name. 

3  Vavasotir — Of  Norman  origin.  Andrew  Vavasour  of  Newtown 
was  sheriff  in  1563.  His  granddaughter,  Penelope  Vavasour,  was 
the  wife  of  the  celebrated  preacher,  Vavasour  Powell. 
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provements  introduced  by  the  Flemings  in  flannel  and 
cloth-weaving  are  well  known,  and  Montgomeryshire 

Erobably  owes  its  fame,  as  for  a  long  period  the 
ead-quarters  of  the  Welsh  flannel  trade,  to  the  early 
settlement  within  it  of  these  **  gentle  and  profitable 
strangers."^ 

The  tall  hat  so  generally  worn  by  the  women  in 
South  Wales  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  by  the 
Flemings.  This  was  the  head-dress  usually  worn  in 
Montgomeryshire  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  and  it  is 
still  occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  southern  parts 
of  the  county.  From  this  we  may  not  unreasonably 
infer  that  the  influence  of  the  foreigners  was  powerfully 
felt  in  the  county,  and  that  in  all  probability  many  of 
them  or  their  immediate  descendants  settled  within  it. 
Later  on,  the  terrible  persecutions  of  the  Protestants 
in  Flanders  by  Philip  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Huguenots 
in  France  in  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
and  especially  the  cruel  persecutions  of  Louis  XIV 
in  the  following  century,  crowded  our  shores  from  time 
to  time  with  fugitives,  some  of  whom,  or  their  de- 
scendants, probably  found  their  way  into  Montgomery- 
shire. 

"Many  a  tradition  ia  still  preserved  in  Huguenot  families 
of  the  hair-breadth  escapes  of  their  ancestors  from  France  in 
these  terrible  times.  *  *  *  The  young  D^Albiacs,  whose 
blood  now  intermingles  with  the  ducal  family  of  Roxburgh, 
were  smuggled  out  of  the  country  in  hampers.  *  *  *  The 
two  La  Condamine  children,  whose  descendants  still  flourish 
in  England  and  Scotland,  were  carried  off  in  baskets  slung 
across  a  mule,  travelling  only  at  night.  The  ancestor  of  the 
Courtaulds,  now  settled  in  Essex,  was  carried  off  when  quite  a 
boy  in  a  donkey's  pannier  from  Saintonge  to  the  northern  fron- 
tier accompanied  by  a  faithful  servant,  who,  upon  approaching 
any  town  where  their  progress  was  likely  to  be  opposed,  covered 
up  the  child  with  greens  and  garden  stuffs."* 

Curiously  enough,  tradition  states  concerning  more 

^  A  pound  avoirdupois,  which  is  used  in  weighing  wool,  is  called 
in  Montgomeryshire  "  Pwys  Gwyr*'  (the  Gower  pound). 
*  Smiles,  TJie  Huguenots^  pp.  149,  150. 
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than  one  of  the  families  whose  names  are  included  m 
the  list  given  above,  that  their  ancestors  came  over 
from  France  or  Germany  in  kypes  or  panniers,^  from 
which  we  may  with  some  reason  conclude  that  Mont- 
gomeryshire can  boast  of  counting  among  its  inhabitants 
descendants  of  the  brave  and  sufiering  Huguenots. 

The  subject  is  an  interesting  one,  and  the  writer 
hopes  it  will  be  taken  up  and  treated  more  ably  and 
exhaustively  than  it  could  have  been  in  the  compass  of 
this  short  paper,  his  object  being  merely  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  it 

K  Williams. 

'  It  is  an  old  tradition  that  the  ancestors  of  the  Woods  of  liac- 
brjnmair  came  over  in  this  way  from  abroad,  and  that  one  of  the 
children  fell  ont  of  the  pannier,  and  was  so  covered  with  nan  J  that 
he  was  called  bncnt  {dirty,  or  ill-fa vonred)  ;  hence,  it  is  said,  tst? 
origin  of  the  Brunt  family.  Some  other  families  are  also  said  to  have 
come  over  in  panniers. 
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By  EDWARD  HAMER, 


Chapter  I. — Topographical. 

^ame. — Llanidloes  is  the  name  of  a  market  town,  bo- 
xoiigh,  parish,  and  hundred.  The  word  is  a  compound 
one  of  common  Welsh  form,  formed  of  Llan,  used  in  its 
modem  sense,  to  signify  a  church;  and  Idloes,  the 
name  of  the  saint  to  whom  the  church  was  dedicated. 

Position  and  BoundaHes. — The  borough  ^which  will 
be  treated  more  fully  in  the  municipal  section  of  this 
account)  is  situated  wholly  within  the  Hmits  of  the 
parish,  of  which,  however,  it  forms  a  very  small  part, 
consisting  of  portions  of  the  two  townships  of  Cilma- 
challt  and  Glyn-Hafren  Iscoed. 

The  parish  is  boimded  on  the  east  and  south-east  by 
the  parish  of  Llandinam,  on  the  north  by  that  of  Tref- 
eglwys,  and  on  the  south  and  south-west  by  Llangurig, 
while  a  small  portion  of  its  western  boundary  is  formed 
by  the  parish  of  Llanbadam  fawr,  in  the  county  of 
Cardigan.     The  only  well-defined  boundary  lines  are 
the  river  Severn,  which,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dulas 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanidloes,  to  the  mouth  of  a 
small  stream  called  Nant-y-Tanllwyth,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blaen-Hafren,  separates  the  parisn  from  that  of  Llan- 
gurig.    The  line  then  proceeds  along  Tanllwyth  to  its 
source,  and  continues  in  the  same  direction  till  it  meets 
the  line  separating  the  counties  of  Cardigan  and  Mont- 
gomery.    On  its  northern  side  Nant  Cwm-gwair,  from 
its  source  to  its  junction  with  Afon  Biga,  the  course  of 
the  latter  stream,  until  it  joins  the  Clywedosr,  and  then 
the  Clywedog  itself  to  the  neighbourhood  of  EbUd,  sepa- 
rate it  from  Trefeglwys.     The  boundary  line  between 
it  and  this  parish  passes  through  Bwlcn-y-Van  house. 
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and  shortly  afterwards  strikes  the  brook  known  as  B\t- 
nant,  the  course  of  which  it  follows  until  it  joins  the 
Ceryst, 

The  hundred  embraces  the  seven  parishes  of  Llan- 
gurig,  Llanidloes,  Trefeglwys,  Camo,  Llanwnog,  lian- 
dinam,  and  Penstrowed,  occupying  the  south-w^tem 
comer  of  the  county.  The  tnree  first  constitute  the 
upper  division,  the  four  latter  the  lower  division.  In 
general  terms  the  hundred  may  be  said  to  be  identi^il 
with  the  old  historical  cjintref  of  Arwystli,  from  the 
time  when  the  commote  of  Gwarthrynion  ceased  to 
be  an  integral  portion  of  it,  and  also  with  what  is  ge- 
nerally undei-stood  as  the  manor  of  Arwystli*  Eccle- 
siastically the  seven  parishes  constitute  the  deanery  of 
Arwystli,  the  only  portion  of  the  county  tUl  within  late 
years  situate  within  the  limits  of  the  diocese  of  Bangor. 
Its  area  is  125,000  acres,  or  195  square  miles  (nearly 
one  fourth  of  the  county),  with  a  population  of  12,819 
(1871).  For  the  purposes  of  registration  and  the  col- 
lection of  population  returns,  the  hundred  is  divided 
into  the  sub-districts  of  (1)  Upper  Llanidloes,  consisting 
of  the  parish  of  Uangurig  and  the  upper  portion  of  the 
parish  of  Llanidloes;  (2)  Lower  Llanidloes,  embracing 
the  lower  part  of  Llanidloes  parish  and  the  whole  parish 
of  Trefeglwys ;  and  (3)  Llanwnog,  comprising  the  pa- 
rishes of  Llanwnog,  Camo,  Llandinam,  and  Penstrowed 

Extent. — The  parish  may  roughly  be  described  as  a 
long  strip  of  land  parallel  with  the  course  of  the  Severn, 
stretching  from  Plinlimmon  on  the  north-west  to  Dol- 
wen  on  the  south-east,  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles. 
Its  breadth  varies  considerably,  but  the  average  may 

^  Strictly  speaking,  the  hundred  has  within  its  limits  the  four 
manors  of  Clas  Arwystli,  Arwystli  Uwchcoed,  Arwystli  Isooed,  and 
Camo ;  a  detached  portion  of  the  manor  of  Talerddig,  and  the  three 
reputed  manors  of  Cwmbiga,  Cilceirenydd,  and  the  borough  of 
Llanidloes.  Of  these,  Camo  consists  of  two  townships,  Talerddig,  of 
a  few  detached  farms,  Cwmbiga,  of  a  single  farm,  Cilceirenydd,  of 
one  township,  and  the  lordship  or  manor  of  the  borough  town  of 
Llanidloes  is  co-extensive  with  the  old  boundaries  of  the  borough, 
while  the  rest  of  the  hundred,  embracing  some  thirty-six  townships, 
is  included  in  the  three  manors  to  which  the  name  of  Arwystli  is 
attached. 
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I30  taken  at  from  two  to  two  miles  and  a  half.  The  area 
in  round  numbers  may  be  estimated  at  16,000  statute 
acres,  >vhich,  according  to  the  Tithe  Commutation  Sur- 
^vey,  are  thus  apportioned. 

Arable  land     -         -         -         -        4,566  acres. 
Meadow  and  pasture  -         -       10,446     „ 

Woodland       -         .         •         -         1,050     „ 


Total        -       16,062    „ 

Before  the  passing  of  the  "  Act  for  inclosing  Lands 
in  the  Manor  of  Arwystli/'  56  George  the  Third,  (20th 
June,  1816),  upwards  of  5000  acres  in  the  parish  were 
unenclosed  common  and  waste  lands.      The  Act  em- 
braced  the   five   parishes    of   Llanidloes,   Trefeglwys, 
Llanwnog,  Llandinam,  Penstrowed,  and  the  township 
of  Uyssin  in  the  parish  of  Camo  ;  the  parish  of  Llan- 
gnrig  was   omitted.      The   Act  consisted   of  seventy 
clauses,  four  commissioners  being  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assigning  the  boundaries,  "dividing,  allotting, 
enclosing,   and   apportioning  the  said  commons  and 
^waste  lands."     The  Act  was  to  be  put  in  force  after 
March  1st,   1819.     Encroachments  for  seventy  years 
and  upwards  were,  according  to  the  15th  clause,  to  be 
the  property  of  the  persons  legally  in  possession,  or  re- 
ceiving the   rents   of  the  same ;   but   encroachments 
within  twenty  years  were,  according  to  the  16th  clause, 
to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  common  lands.     The 
29th  clause  enacted  tnat  the  boundaries  of  the  common 
land  were  to  be  perambulated  by  one  or  more  of  the 
commissioners,  with  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  other 
persons  interested,  a  description  of  the  same  to  be  en- 
tered in  a  book,  and  deposited  in  a  convenient  place  for 
consulting.       Other   clauses   enacted,  that  all   maps, 
plans,  etc.,  can  be  inspected  without  paying  fees  ;  that 
the  lord  of  the  manor  was  to  receive  what  the  com- 
missioners considered  equal  in  value  to  one  foiurteenth 
part  of  the  common  land,  except  in  some  townships 
where  his  allotment  was  one  twentieth,  and  that  ma- 
norial rights  in  regard  to  minerals  were  reserved. 
The  acreage  allotted  in  each  township  was  as  follows  : 
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— Hengynwydd,  182  acres  ;  Trefljn,  40  acres ;  Cro€s- 
llwybr,  76  acres;  Brithdir,  341  acres;  Manledd,  6:2 S 
acres;  Ystradhjmod,  2209  acres;  Cilmachallt,  586  acres, 
and  Glyn-Hafren,  1705  acres  ;  total,  5767  acres. 

Large  portions  of  the  common  land  in  the  innnedmte 
neighhourhood  of  the  town,  more  especially  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Greens,  were  always  considered,  until  the 
provisions  of  this  enclosure  Act  were  put  iu  force,  to  be 
tlie  property  of  the  burgesses,  who,  from  "  time  imme- 
morial,' were  in  the  habit  of  turning  out  and  dejx^s- 
turing  their  animals  upon  it,  using  it  as  a  recreation 
ground,  etc.,  precisely  as  if  it  were  their  own  freehold, 
without  let  or  hindrance.  The  rights  of  the  burgesses 
in  these  lands  were  said  to  be  vested  in  them  by  the 
terms  of  the  charter  of  incorporation,  which,  by  some 
means  or  other,  mysteriously  disappeared  about  the 
time  when  it  would  probably  have  materially  assisted 
the  burgesses  in  proving  their  just  claim  to  these  lands. 
No  allusion  whatever  is  made  to  the  corporation  of 
Llanidloes  as  possessing  land  in  the  Arwystli  Enclosure 
Act.  The  parish  of  Llanidloes  is  often  named,  but  any 
allusion  to  the  borough  is  carefully  and  successfully 
avoided* 

Divisions. — The  parish  is  divided  into  nine  town- 
ships, viz. : 


RvTEiBLB 

Kamb. 

Ext  BUT. 

RBirrii.. 

VilLOB. 

TlTHBB. 

To  WBOV  FAlifli 

[fach 

B. 

r.  p. 

£          8.        d 

X             S.      d 

£       s.      d. 

1.  Hengynwydd 

G61 

8  34 

404  10    0 

365    5    0 

63  16     8'Sir  W.  W.  Wvn- 

i.  Brithdir 

1,442 

0  27 

994    7    0 

839     7    6 

(106    0    0, Vicar  of  LlarL^'i: 
I      1     7     5:Sir  W.  W.  WnjL 

3.  Treflyn 

8G6 

1  20 

924  12     0 

762  15    0 

80  19     7,  Ditto. 
171  16    4!Ditto.         [Ric- 

i,  CilmnchaUt'... 

i.r>:i4 

1  34 

5,389  16     2 

4.594  11  10 

5.  Morfodion    ... 

787 

2  11 

G90    4     0 

622  17    6 

51  13    5'Dean  and  Ciu^  . 

6.  Croesllwybr... 

822 

2  12 

557  10    0 

500  17    6 

74    6    4' Ditto. 

7.  Manledd       ... 

2,032 

2     1 

938    1     0 

839  12    6 

114  14  ll| Vicar  of  LUni-j 

S.  Glyn-Hafren' 

4,339 

2    5 

8,242    4  10 

2,737    0    0 

124    1    4|Dean  and  Chr^r 

9.  Tstradhynod 
Total      ... 

3,204 
15,791 

0  24 

1  8 

459     6     6 

413  10    0 

t   39  10  11 
t    15    5     1 

Ditto,          [Bn:r 
Vicar  of  Uajni.  ►- 

13,600  10    6 

11,675  16  10 

843  12    0 

^  See  the  Act  itself,  and  the  Municipal  Commissioners'  Report. 
^  Part  of  the  town  is  within  the  limits  of  this  township. 
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Tlie  township   of  Glyn-Hafren   forms   part  of  the 
manor  of  Arwystli  Iscoed  (and  is  generally  called  Glyn- 
Hafren  Iscoed,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  township  of 
tlie  same  name  in  the  parish  of  Llangurig)  ;  the  other 
to^wTiships  constitute  a  portion  of  the  manor  of  Arwystli 
XJ^v-chcoed.    The  two  farms  of  Bryntail  and  Penclun  in 
tlie   township  of  Brithdir  form  a  detached  portion  of 
tlie  manor  of  Talerddig.     Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn, 
Bart.,  is  lord  of  these  manors,  and  their  court  leets  are 
lield  respectively  at  Llangurig  and  Llanidloes. 

Surface. — The  parish   may  fairly  be   described   as 
xnoxmtainous,  the  only  level  tracts  being  those  in  the 
Af^ales  of  the  Severn,  Clywedog,  and  their  tributaries. 
On  the  western  boundary  and  partly  within  the  limits 
of  the  parish  is  the  huge  mountain  mass  of  Plinlimmon, 
^which  throws  out  spurs  in  all  directions  over  the  whole 
of  the  centre  of  the  Principality.    Though  generally  re- 
garded as  one  peak,  the  grouse  shooter  who  has  shot 
over  its  wastes,  or  the  tourist  who  has  visited  the 
sources  of  the  streams  to  which  it  gives  birth,  is  fully 
aware  that  this  notion  conveys  a  very  false  impression 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  mountain,  with  its  mass  of 
eminences  towering  one  above  the  other.    Some  writers 
liave  stated  definitely  that  there  are  five  eminences, 
each  of  which  is  crowned  by  a  cam,  which  once  served 
the  purpose  of  a  beacon,  and  that  the  mountain  s  name 
^was  derived  from  these  beacons — ^ump  Human  {i.  e., 
five  beacons) ;  others  assert  that  the  word  means  five 
hunches.    More  than  five  of  the  cameddau  stUl  remain, 
occupying  the  summits  of  the  various  elevations  which 
form  the  mountain  cluster,  the  highest  mass  of  which 
is  known  as  Plinlimmon  Fawr,  and  lies  just  within  the 
boundaries  of  Cardiganshire.     Its  height  is  2469  feet. 
The  view  from  here  has  been  often  described.     The 
writer  when  he  visited  it  was  surprised  by  one  of  those 
dense  fogs  which  so  frequently  envelope  the  mountain 
in  utter  darkness.      This,  however,  in  a  short  time 
cleared  oflF,  and  opened  to  view  a  scene  so  extensively 
grand  that  no  description  can  do  it  justice  ;  the  silvery 
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maflses  of  mist  hanging  over  the  valleys  and  rolling  up 
the  sides  of  the  neighbouring  heights,  gradually  dis- 
persed, enabling  the  guide  to  point  out  Cader  Idris 
away  to  the  north  as  the  first  object  in  the  landscape 
which  was  distinctly  visible,  then  turning  to  the  west 
we  caught  a  glimpse  of  Cardigan  Bay,  and  with  the  aid 
of  a  small  glass  could  easily  distinguish  vessels  upon  its 
surface.  To  the  north-east  lay  the  dark  belt  of  the 
Breidden  hills,  and  far  away  in  the  dim  distance  to  the 
south  the  mountains  of  Brecknockshire  were  pointed 
out.  Between  the  source  of  the  Severn  and  Cam  Mawr 
is  a  large  tract  of  turbary,  called  by  the  people  of  the 
neighbourhood,  tre'-ddu  (black  town),  from  its  striking 
resemblance  to  a  town.  It  has  been  formed  by  the 
mountain  torrents  cutting  their  way  through  the  soft 
yielding  mass  of  turbary  to  the  harder  layer  imderlying 
it,  so  as  to  form  wide  channels,  Kke  streets,  with  large 
black  blocks  of  peat  flanking  them  on  either  side,  which 
represent  the  houses  of  the  tre\  A  stranger  would 
find  it  difficult  to  thread  his  way  among  these  maze- 
like channels,  which  cover  an  extent  of  several  acrea 
The  sides  of  the  mountain  are  destitute  of  wood,  but 
there  are  remains  of  blocks  of  trees,  with  their  roots,  to 
be  found  in  the  ravines  on  the  skirts  of  the  mountain, 
which  prove  that  wood  was  once  more  plentiful  in  the 
vicinity.  Deep  beds  of  turbary,  coarse  grass,  with  oc- 
casional patches  of  loose  stones  and  bogs,  constitute 
the  mountain's  surface,  and  render  it  very  dreary  and 
unattractive,  were  it  not  that  these  defects  are  coun- 
teracted by  the  fact  that  so  many  important  streams 
issue  from  it.  Extensive  beds  of  deep  heather  form 
shelter  for  numerous  packs  of  grouse,  and  some  of  the 
more  favoured  spots  afford  past\u:e  to  flocks  of  hardy 
mountain  sheep. 

The  deep  valleys  formed  by  the  Clywedog  and  the 
Ceryst  naturally  divide  the  highlands  of  tms  parish, 
situated  to  the  north  of  the  Severn,  into  three  ridges, 
running  almost  parallel  to  each  other,  all  of  them  de- 
clining in  elevation  from  west  to  east.  First  comes  the 
high  ground  which  is  situated  between  the  Severn  and 
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the  Cflywedog.  This  oflfehoot  of  Plinlimmon  is  divided 
into  several  eminences,  by  the  deep  valleys  formed  by  the 
waters  of  various  Nants  which  flow  down  its  slopes.  The 
principal  elevations  are  (naming  them  in  order  from 
west  to  east),  Ffiidd-fawr,  Llechwedd-y-glyn,  Pen-cer- 
rig-y-dre,  Cefn-drym,  Maen-hinon,  Pen-y-gaer,  Pen-y- 
bank,  and  its  continuation,  Pen-y-rhiw.  The  last  men- 
tioned overlooks  the  town,  terminating  abruptly  on  the 
banks  of  the  two  streams  which  \mite  tneir  waters  at  its 
base. 

Next  comes  the  high  upland  extending  from  Bryn- 
tail  on  the  west  to  the  Wigdwr  brook  on  the  east. 
This  tract  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  vale  of  the 
Ceiyst,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Clywedog  and  the 
Severn.  ITie  principal  elevations  are  Bryn-tail,  Pen-y- 
clun  (entrenched  position),  Pen-war-gl3m,  Cefn-gleigoed, 
Cefn-y-garth,  Pen-yr-allt,^  and  Cefn-croes-llwybr. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  third  ridge,  situated  to 
the  north  of  the  Ceryst,  is  the  towering  peak  of  the  Van,* 
which  rises  to  a  height  of  1576  feet.  Formerly  its 
summit  was  crowned  with  three  cams.  It  forms  a  con- 
spicuous object  in  the  scenery  of  the  neighboiurhood, 
and  its  south-western  slope  at  present  is  the  busy  site 
of  the  most  flourishing  lead  mine  in  Wales.  A  Uttle  to 
the  east  of  the  Van  is  a  lesser  elevation,  known  as  Pen- 
y-Castell,  an  entrenched  position. 

To  the  east  of  the  town  lies  the  Gom,*  portions  of  it 

^  The  flat  top  of  this  hill  is  known  as  the  race  course,  a  name 
given  it  some  fiftj  or  sixty  jears  ago,  because  on  the  Wakes  and 
other  occasions  it  was  the  spot  selected  for  horse  racing.  At  the 
time  it  was  unenclosed  common.  Within  later  jecurs  it  was  the 
practising  ground  of  one  of  the  first  cricket  clubs  formed  at  Llanid- 
loes.    Races  were  also  formerly  run  on  the  top  of  Bryn-postig. 

'  There  is  on  the  summit  of  the  Van  a  deep  round  indentation,  in 
form  similar  to  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano,  around  which  im- 
mense quantities  of  basalt  boulders  lie  scattered. 

*  There  was  an  old  tradition  very  prevalent  in  the  past  century, 
and  still  remembered  by  a  few  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Llanid- 
loes, the  substance  of  which  is  that,  the  old  lane  which  led  from 
the  town  by  Scubor  Capel — lately  to  a  great  extent  destroyed  by 
the  "navvies'*  of  the  Cambrian  Railway  Company — had  its  outlet 
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are  distinguished  by  various  names,  such  as  Bryn-hyll- 
og,  applied  to  that  part  of  the  hill  facing  the  town ; 

on  the  Gorn  hill,  at  a  spot  where  the  townspeople  formerly  buried 
their  dead.     My  informanii  could  only  add  that  the  old  name  of  the 
lane  was  Wtra-bron-y-bedd  (the  lane  leading  to  the  grave),  and  that 
he  had  seen  it  so  styled  on  an  old  estate  map.    In  trying  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  old  tradition,  it  was  natural  to  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  if  a  number  of  people  were  buried  in  unconsecrated  ground 
it  must  have  been  during  the  prevalence  of  some  epidemic  in  the 
parish.     Could  the  great  plague  of  the  seventeeth  century  have 
reached  Llanidloes  ?     This  question  prompted  a  visit  to  the  parish 
registers.     From  the  oldest  volume  the  burials  appear  to  have  been 
regularly  entered  between  the  years  1660  and  1670 ;  the  average 
annual  death-rate  of  the  town  during  this  decade  was  about  thirty ; 
but  on  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the  old  register  a  discovery  was 
made  which  appeared  to  suggest  a  clue  to  the  clearing  up  of  the 
mystery.     During  the  Civil  War  the  leading  families  of  ArwystU — 
the  Lloyds  of  Berthlloyd,  of  the  Clochfaen,  and  of  Talgarth,  the 
Owens  of  the  Grarth,  and  the  Gwynns  of  Llanidloes,  were  staunch 
Royalists,  the  representatives  of  three  of  these  families  at  the  Res- 
toration, viz.  those  of  Berthlloyd,  Talgarth,  and  the  Glarth,  being 
selected  for  the  prospective  hononr  of  the  Knighthood  of  the  Royal 
Oak.    The  vicar  of  Llanidloes  at  this  time  was  the  Rev.  Isaac  Lloyd. 
Although  his  name  does  not  appear  among  the  suspended  ministers 
in  Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy ^  it  is  almost  certain  that  he  was 
not  allowed  to  officiate  in  the  church  during  the  domination  of  Va- 
vasour Powel  and  his  friends  in  Montgomeryshire.    The  old  register 
testifies  that  no  christenings  were  performed  in  the  church  between 
the  years  1649  to  1660,  no  marriages  were  entered  from  1649  to 
1662,  and  no  burials  were  registered  from  1648  to  1660,  a  period  of 
twelve  years.     Daring  this  period,  with  the  deaths  averaging  thirty 
per  annum,  three  hundred  and  sixty  would  have  died.     Was  it  the 
sepulture  of  these  three  hundred  and  sixty  which  gave  rise  to  the 
tradition  respecting  the  unconsecrated  cemetery  on  the  Grorn  hill  ? 
Subsequently,  the  writer  discovered  other  evidence  which  proved 
the  existence  of  a  plague  in  Llanidloes  during  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.     In  the  Qwyliedydd  Ma-gazitis  for  June,  1829, 
there  are  a  number  of  &nglynion  or  stanzas  embodying  a  prayer  on 
behalf  of  three  Montgomeryshire  towns  which  suffered  from  the 
plague  in  the  year  1637.    The  towns  were  Llanidloes,  Newtown,  and 
Machynlleth.    These  englynion  contain  very  little  information  relating 
to  the  visitation  further  than  that  the  suffering  in  the  three  towns 
was  very  great ;  that  no  markets  or  fairs  could  be  held ;  and  that 
the  disease  was  something  akin  to  the  small-pox  in  its  nature  and 
effects.     A  second  visit  to  the  old  register  afforded  ample  confirma- 
tion of  the  existence  of  an  epidemic  in  the  town  at  the  time  alluded 
to,  but  unfortunately  it  affords  no  clue  as  to  whether  any  of  thos© 
who  died  from  the  plague  were  baried  in  the  churchyard  or  on  the 
side  of  the  Gorn. 
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Llwyn  Coch  to  that  portion  above  the  "copy";  while 
the  picturesque  ridge  which  juts  out  like  a  promontory 
into  the  vale  of  the  Severn,  is  known  as  the  "steeple." 

The  most  extensive  tract  of  level  land  in  the  parish 
is  the  beautiful  and  fertile  valley  in  which  the  town  is 
situated,  which  stretches  from  Glandulas  on  the  south- 
west to  the  neighbourhood  of  Morfodion  on  the  north- 
east, for  a  distance  of  rather  more  than  two  miles. 
The  breadth  of  the  vale  varies,  being  about  half  a  mile 
in  its  widest  part.  The  upper  part  of  the  vale  of  the 
Ceryst  is  also  within  the  limits  of  the  parish. 

Geology. — The  rocks  of  the  parish  belong  to  the  Cara- 
doc  or  Bala  group  of  the  lower  Silurian,  with  occasional 
dykes  of  trap  protruding,  which  form  excellent  building 
stone.  On  the  summit  of  the  Van  and  Penclun  large 
masses  of  basalt  are  to  be  found.  The  banks  of  the 
principal  streams  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  parish  are 
studded  with  large  boulders  of  Caradoc  sandstone  and 
conglomerate.  One  of  the  largest  known  is  that  situated 
near  Rhyd-yr-onen  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Severn.  It 
is  a  large  irregular  cubical  block  of  basalt  which  appears 
to  have  been  detached  from  the  neighbouring  mountain, 
and  weighs  about  180  tons. 

On  the  moimtains  the  rocks  are  covered  with  a  light 
peaty  soil  or  turbary,  which  rests  upon  a  substratum  of 
layers  of  gravel  varied  with  clay  and  rock.  In  the 
hollows,  or  level  tracts  on  the  mountain  tops,  the  turbary 
or  peat  when  not  washed  away  by  the  winter  torrents, 
accumulates  often  to  the  depth  of  several  yards,^  and  is 
largely  used  for  fuel  by  the  country  people. 

Peat  or  turf  was  the  principal,  indeed  almost  the  only, 
article  of  fuel  in  the  parish  before  the  extension  of  the 
Montgomeryshire  Canal  to  Newtown  in  the  year  1819. 
Before  that  date  the  price  of  coal  in  Llanidloes  was 
from  £2  to  £2  :  10  per  ton,  which  limited  its  use  to  the 

^  Leland  says,  "  The  pastures  of  the  montaynes  of  Cairdiganshire 
h'e  so  great,  that  the  hnnderith  part  of  it  rottith  on  the  ground,  and 
maketh  sogges  and  qnick  more  by  long  continnanco  for  lack  of 
eting  of  hit/'— Colt  Hoarc's  Giraldus,  vol.  ii,  p.  71. 
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wealthiest  classes;  after  the  opening  of  the  canal  at 
Newtown  the  price  per  ton  was  from  £1 :  5  to  £1  :  10. 
The  opening  of  the  Llanidloes  and  Newtown  Railway 
in  1859  eflfected  a  considerable  reduction  in  its  price, 
while  the  establishment  of  railway  communication  with 
the  South  Wales  coal  field  by  means  of  the  Mid  Wales 
Bail  way,  brought  it  to  its  present  price  of  155.  to  185. 
per  ton. 

Several  very  productive  mineral  veins  cross  the 
parish,  nearly  all  of  them  in  the  direction  of  from  east 
to  west.  An  account  of  the  working  of  these  veins 
will  be  found  in  a  future  section. 

Scenery. — The  town  of  Llanidloes  is  pleasantly  situ- 
ated in  the  picturesque  valley  in  which  the  waters  of 
the  Clywedog  and  the  Severn  imite.  Excellent  and 
varied  views  of  the  valley  and  town  may  be  obtained 
from  some  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  especially  from 
Pen-y-rhiw,  whence  the  town  appears  like  a  large  pic- 
ture laid  out  at  the  spectator  s  feet,  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Cefn-bwlch,  Cefn-croes-llwybr  (which  afford 
more  extensive  views  of  the  valley),  Pen-cincoed,  the 
Gom,  just  above  'Scubor  Capel  farm,  and  from  certain 
points  in  the  "  copy".  In  addition  to  the  spots  already 
alluded  to  in  the  description  of  the  courses  of  the  differ- 
ent streams,  very  pleasing  views  may  be  obtained  along 
the  course  of  the  Severn  between  Berth-Uwyd  and  Dol- 
wen.  The  high  hills  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town, 
especially  the  v  an  and  the  Gom,  command  most  exten- 
sive and  varied  views. 

Drainage. — Severn.  The  whole  parish  is  drained  by 
the  Severn  and  its  tributaries.  The  Severn — or,  as  the 
Welsh  people  above  Llanidloes  still  love  to  call  it,  "  Yr 
Hafren  ' — the  longest,  and  in  importance  the  second  of 
English  rivers,  has  its  source  just  within  the  limits  of 
the  parish,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  bound- 
ary line  dividing  Montgomeryshire  from  Cardiganshire, 
and  nine  miles  to  the  north-west  (in  a  direct  line)  of 
the  town  of  Llanidloes.^     School  geographies,  and  even 

^  Although  the  uame  Pliiiliiumon  was  kuown  to  Gwalchmai  the 
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works  of  higher  pretensions,  sometimes  state  that  it 
issues  from  a  smaU  lake,  an  error  which  exists  in  Sax- 
ton's  map  of  the  county,  published  about  1605,  and 
again  asserted  as  late  as  1865  in  a  text-book  on  river- 
systems.  The  publications  of  the  maps  of  the  Ordnance 
Survey,  and  of  the  numerous  descriptions  given  by 
tourists  of  their  visits  to  the  source,  should  have  pre- 
vented the  perpetuation  of  this  error.^  Of  the  descrip- 
tions alluded  to  none  perhaps  give  a  more  vivid  and 
truthful  picture  of  the  source  of  the  noble  river  than 
that  of  Mx.  Randal,  which  we  here  quote. 

''  High  up  among  the  clouds,  on  a  sterile  tract  two  thousand 
feet  above  the  sea,  with  the  tiniest  bubble  and  the  gentlest 
ripple,  voiceless  and  noiseless,  day  and  night,  summer  and 
winter,  uninfluenced  by  rain  or  drought,  with  perpetual  but 
almost  imperceptible  motion — as  though  it  were  the  beating 
pulse  of  the  great  mountain — this  natural  wonder  continues 
ever  fresh  and  new.  Feeble  at  first,  the  river,  that  carries 
fleets  of  merchantmen  on  its  bosom  ere  it  meets  the  sea,  ia 
unable  to  bear  its  own  bright  livery  more  than  a  few  feet  from 
its  source,  but  submits  to  that  imposed  by  mere  creatures  of  a 
shower,  deriving  their  sombre  colouriug  from  peat  bogs  higher 
up.  The  little  fount,  where  the  tiny  rivulet  escapes  from  dark- 
ness into  day,  may  be  covered  by  the  hand ;  while  the  compass 
of  the  staggering  stream  trickling  from  its  side  is  no  larger 
than  the  finger.  Imagine  an  undignified  ditch,  in  which  you 
may  stand  and  touch  the  top,  with  tufts  of  grass  and  heather 
slipping  down  from  its  broken  edges,  in  the  direction  of  othera 
struggling  for  existence  at  the  bottom;  again,  imagine  the 

poet,  who  flourished  from  1150  to  1190,  his  contemporary,  Giraldus, 
does  not  appear  to  be  acquainted  with  it,  or  was  ignorant  of  the 
situation  of  the  true  source,  for  he  asserts  that  the  "  river  Severn 
takes  its  rise  from  the  EUenith  mountains."  These  mountains,  Sir 
Bichard  Colt  Hoare  conjectured  to  be  those  of  Malienydd,  a  hun- 
dred of  Radnorshire.  Holinshed,  writing  about  1570,  following 
Giraldus,  states  that "  the  head  of  this  noble  streame  is  found  in  the 
high  mountains  of  South  Wales  called  Helenith  or  Plinlimmon,  in 
English  the  black  mountains." 

y  still  Dineley,  who  accompanied  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  through 
Wales  in  1684,  was  better  informed.  He  says,  "  The  country  is 
mountanous  and  soyle  fmitfull  in  the  bottoms ;  in  the  west  whereof, 
in  the  great  mountain  Plinlimon,  is  the  source  and  head  of  the 
famous  river  Severn." — The  Beaufort  Progress  through  Wales^  p.  33. 
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sides  a  deep,  dark,  umber-coloured  peat,  and,  on  the  right,  over 
an  ochre-bed  which  has  taken  ages  to  accumulate,  a  little 
bubbling  spring :  such  is  the  Severn's  source,  stripped  of  all 
its  poetry.  It  is  something,  however,  to  be  high-bom,  to  start 
high  up  in  the  world ;  and  the  young  river  no  sooner  begins 
life  than  it  gains  friends.  It  is  greeted  on  all  sides  by  streams, 
from  moss  and  heather,  which,  fed  by  rains  and  succoured  by 
passing  clouds,  become  huge  sponges  giving  out  innumerable 
trickling  rills."  ^ 

The  Daily  Telegraph  for  October  19th,  1870,  has 
the  following  account  of  the  source  of  the  Severn  given 
by  Dr.  Ellicot,  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  or  his  companion, 
on  a  pedestrian  tour,  in  which  they  tracked  the  Severn 
to  its  fountain  head. 

''  The  river  oozed  out  of  no  dirty  bog,  but  started,  in  the 
case  of  each  of  the  little  branches,  from  a  small  bare  spot  of 
clean  ground.  A  sort  of  tear  appeared  in  each  case  on  the 
surface,  which  soon  gathered  others,  and  in  a  few  yards  formed 
a  minute  rill.  This,  when  joined  by  the  other  branchlet,  as- 
sumed rather  more  dignity,  became  even  vocable,  soon  found  a 
few  stones  by  means  of  which  it  made  itself  more  and  more 
audible,  fell  over  a  precipice  a  foot  high,  crept  through  a  tunnel 
several  inches  long,  and  in  about  two  hundred  yards,  having 
several  pretty  aflBiuents,  some  of  which  came  from  real  spring 
heads,  assumed  all  the  dimensions  of  a  very  creditable  downward- 
going,  business-like,  earnest  little  bum.  In  a  mile  it  defied 
the  bishop^s  attempts,  more  than  once,  to  jump  over  it ;  in  a 
few  more  miles  it  became  a  fine  rapid  mountain  stream ;  and 
when  the  travellers  greeted  it  again  at  Llanidloes,  it  had  be- 
come a  river." 

Some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  river  and  the  moun- 
tain whence  it  flows,  are  preserved  in  the  following 
lines,  quoted  from  the  CaTfhrian  Quarterly,  iv,  66. 

"  Ymddyddaniad  ehwng  Pumlumon  AC  Hapken.'' 

"  Mynydd.  Igamogam*  b'le'r  ei  di  ? 
Afon.  Moel  heb  wallt  both  waeth  i  ti  ? 
Mynydd.  Fe  dyf  gwallt  ar  fy  mhen  i, 

Cyn  uniawnir  dy  faglau  ceimion  di. 

*  John  Randall,  author  of  tho  "  Severn  Valley." 
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ptfouNTAiN.  Zigzag,  whither  dost  thou  hie  ? 
BiVEB.  Bald  head,  what  is  that  to  thee  ? 
Mountain,  Hair  will  grow  upon  my  head. 

Before  thy  crooked  legs  be  straight.''] 

The  Legend  of  the  Severn.  The  five  sister  fountaiii- 
nymphs  of  Plinlimmon  agreed  one  summer  evening  to 
start  early  next  morning  to  visit  their  father.  Ocean. 
Vaga  (the  Wye),  by  strictly  observing  the  agreement, 
was  enabled  to  meander  through  a  more  extensive  tract 
of  beautiful  country  than  her  sisters.  Sabrina  (the  Se- 
vern), starting  somewhat  later,  could  not  indulge  in  so 
many  deviations,  while  performing  her  journey,  yet  was 
enabled  to  traverse  a  fine  region  on  her  way  to  the  sea. 
Bhydiol,  awaking  still  later,  was  constrained  to  take  a 
shorter  course ;  and  the  other  two  fountain-nymphs, 
by  sleeping  longer  still,  were  compelled  to  make  the 
best  of  their  way,  and  deny  themselves  the  pleasure  of 
an  extended  excursion. 

The  above  legend  has  been  expanded  into  *'The 
Springs  of  Plinlimmon ;  a  poem  (with  copious  notes), 
descriptive  of  scenery  and  circumstances  connected 
with  the  Severn,  the  Wye,  and  the  three  minor  rivers 
which  emanate  from  that  noble  mountain.  By  the  Rev. 
Luke  Booker,  LL.D.,  F.RS.L.,  Vicar  of  Dudley,  Wol- 
verhampton, 1834."  The  notes  illustrating  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  upper  waters  of  the  streams  are  extremely 
inaccurate ;  the  Severn,  for  instance,  is  made  to  tra- 
verse a  portion  of  the  counties  of  Cardigan  and  Radnor. 
The  reader  may  form  an  idea  of  the  poetry  which  the 
volume  contains,  from  the  following  extract : — 

"  Hail'd  by  the  muse,  with  rapturous  glee, 
Who  now,  Plinlimmon,  visits  thee. 
Happy  her  choicest  wreath  to  bring. 
And  hang  it  near  the  wondrous  spring. 
Whence  five-fold  streamlets  sparkling  flow. 
And  soon  to  mighty  rivers  grow. 
Of  these  we  first  Sabrina  name, 
As  chief  in  dignity  and  fame ; 
Next  Vaga,  the  admiring  muse 
To  eulogise  will  not  refuse. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


426     A  PAROCHIAL  ACCOUNT  OP  LLANIDLOES. 

Twin  rivers — ^none  more  beaateous  seeiij 

In  rockj  dell  or  meadow  green^ 

Efiusin^  as  with  joy  to  crown 

The  union  (marked  for  high  renown) 

Of  Cambria  grand  and  Anglia  fair^ 

On  earth^s  vast  chart  the  loveliest  pair 

Of  nations^  blended  now  in  one^ 

More  fine— more  brave— earth  boasteth  none. 

From  thee,  Plinlimmon^  ^^g  ^^  Hillsj 

And  thine  ezhanstless  crystal  riUs, 

Plow  too  melodiously  along^ 

Claiming  the  meed  of  bardic  song ; 

Blithe  Bheidiol,  and  the  streamlet  bright^ 

Llyfnant^  and  Mynach^  shunning  light. 

All  beautiful^  celebrious  streams. 

Such  as  enliven  fairy  dreams.^' 

Tke  Springs  of  Plinlimman,  pp.  4,  5. 

Drayton's  version, 
"  To  princelie  Seveme  first ;  next  to  her  sister  Wye, 
Which  to  her  elder's  court,  her  course  doth  still  apply. 
But  Bydol,  young'st  and  least,  and  for  the  other's  pride. 
Not  finding  fitting  room  vpon  the  rising  side. 
Alone  vnto  the  west  directlie  takes  her  way. 
So  all  the  neighbouring  hills  Plinillimmon  obey.'' 

The  infant  stream  makes  a  rapid  descent  through  a 
deep  ravine  between  the  Biga  mountain  on  the  left 
bank,  and  that  of  Hor^  on  the  right,  for  about  a  mile 
and  a  half,  imtil  it  reaches  the  first  human  habitation 
on  its  banks,  Blaen-Hafren.  Near  this  mountain  farm 
it  flows  over  a  high  ledge  of  slate  rock  into  a  deep  pic- 
turesque cauldron  formed  by  the  action  of  its  waters, 
which  from  its  peculiar  shape  is  known  as  llyn  crochan 
(pot-pool).  Below  Blaen-Hafren  the  river  runs  through 
a  more  open  vale,  and  continues  to  receive  the  waters 
of  several  small  nants  on  either  bank,  but  none  of  them 
are  deserving  notice,  until 

Nant  Tanllwyih^  augments  the  stream  on  the  right 

^  Nant  Tanllwyth,  or  Tanlliw,  is  supposed  to  receive  its  name 
from  the  coloar  of  the  rocks  and  stones  in  its  bed,  which  is  of  a 
deep  red ;  this  colour  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  imagine  to 
have  been  the  result  of  fire.  The  stream  in  its  course  passes  through 
a  deep  peat  bog,  in  which  the  trunks  of  hundreds  of  trees  are  im- 
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bank.  This  rivulet  claims  notice  not  on  account  of  its 
length,  which  is  little  more  than  a  mile,  but  because  it 
forms  during  its  course  a  portion  of  the  boundary  line 
separating  the  parish  of  Llangurig  from  Llanidloes. 

A  short  distance  lower  down  the  stream  the  mouth 
of  Afon  Hor6  (which  has  already  been  described  in  the 
"  Parochial  Account  of  Llangurig")  is  passed  ;  about  a 
mile  below  this  aber  the  Hafren  receives  the  waters  of 
several  small  streams — the  Maesnant  and  Nant  Ricket 
on  the  right,  or  Llangurig  bank ;  and  Ole-Moel-Cyn- 
nydd  and  Ole  r-hen-wrach  on  the  left,  or  Llanidloes 
bank.  Between  Rhyd-y-benwch  and  Cwm-Ricket  it 
flows  through  a  narrow  rocky  passage,  in  one  spot  roll- 
ing over  a  ledge  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high.  The 
hills  in  its  immediate  vicinity  in  this  neighbourhood 
are  venr  high,  and  rise  precipitately  from  its  banks  on 
either  hand,  while  its  bed  is  studded  with  numerous 
large  boulders.  Leaving  the  farmstead  of  Rhyd-yr-onen, 
on  its  left  bank  it  enters  another  deep  rocky  gorge, 
wearing  a  passage  through  the  soft  rode,  or  tumblmg 
over  low  shelves ;  passing  Hafod-feddgar  on  its  right, 
and  Geufron  on  its  left,  it  shortly  afterwards  receives 
the  waters  of  the 

Colwyn  (noticed  in  "  The  Parochial  Account  of  Llan- 
gurig"). About  a  mile  below  the  aber  of  the  latter 
stream,  its  water  is  for  the  first  time  dammed  to  form 
the  motive-power  for  a  flour-miU,  a  short  distance  below 
which  it  is  joined  on  the  right  bank  by 

Nant  Bron-felen,  already  noticed. 

Thence,  flowing  easterly,  it  receives  the  waters  of  seve- 
ral large  brooks  on  both  banks,  and  is  again  "  pounded  " 
to  supply  the  motive-power  for  the  first  flannel  factory 
on  its  banks — that  of  Nant-yr-hebog.  The  vale  here 
widens,  and  another  factory  and  three  fulling-mills  are 
passed  within  a  short  space.     The  river  then  passes 

bedded,  some  of  which  are  exposed  by  the  freqnent  ohange  in  the 
coarse  of  the  brook,  and  the  operations  of  those  who  obtain  peat 
from  the  tnrbary.  Similar  remains  of  trees  are  to  be  met  with  in 
the  bed  of  the  Hore— a  proof  that  these  bleak  wastes  were  once 
covered  with  woods. 
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through  a  deep  gorge,  by  Broomcliff  and  Mount  Severn, 
having  some  romantic  and  picturesque  spots  on  its 
banks  near  the  latter  place,  especially  at  Felindre  and 
Nant-y-bras,  which  are  well  worthy  of  the  artist  s  atten- 
tion. Curving  round  the  knoll  on  which  Dol-enog^  is 
built,  it  receives  the  waters  of  the 

Dulas  on  its  right  bank  (a  stream  already  described), 
and  flows  through  the  lovely  open  vale  of  Llanidloes, 
round  the  western  outskirts  of  the  town,  to  meet  its 
sister  stream  and  principal  tributary,  the 

Clywedog,  which  it  receives  on  the  left  bank.  Apart 
fix)m  its  name,  the  Clywedog  may  fairly  claim  to  be 
above  Llanidloes,  the  more  important  stream  of  the  two, 
both  as  regards  the  area  of  its  basin  and  the  length  of 
its  course.  In  the  latter  respect  it  exceeds  that  of  the 
Severn  by  three  miles,  and  therefore  contains  the  geogra- 
phical source  of  the  great  river.  It  rises  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  north-west  of  Glaslyn,  at  a 
place  called  Gors  Goch,  about  three  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  source  of  the  Severn,  flows  first  to  the  south,  then 
easterly  past  Dyfngwm  and  Felin-Newydd  to  the  neigh- 
boiu-hood  of  Dolgwyddil,  where  it  curves  to  the  south, 
receiving  on  its  left  banks  the  waters  of  the 

Bachogy^  which  rises  near  Wain-fawr,  and  runs  south 
by  Dol-Bachog  and  Aber-Bachog  ;  length  one  mile  and 

^  Some  ten  years  ago,  the  course  of  the  stream  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Dol-enog,  was  altered  by  its  waters  cutting  their 
way  through  a  great  embankment  of  gravel  twenty  yards  broad 
(across  the  stream),  twelve  yards  long,  and  twenty  feet  high,  ena- 
bling it  to  join  the  Dulas  higher  up  the  stream  than  formerly. 
Lower  down  its  course,  about  sixty  years  ago,  the  Severn  flowed 
through  the  Green  field  and  over  the  ground  where  the  National 
school  now  stands,  and  after  washing  away  the  Smithfleld  road  to 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  Mount  garden,  it  ran  in  a  sweep  to  the  pre- 
sent town  weir.  Salmon  have  been  killed  in  a  pool  which  formerly 
existed  opposite  the  school  porch. 

*  The  "  Bachog  to  its  aber,  thence  along  Dyfngwm  (apparently 
the  Clywedog)  to  its  source,"  are  mentioned  as  part  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  Cyfeiliog,  in  a  charter  of  Gwenwynwyn*s,  dated  1201,  by 
which  he  grants  the  pasturage  of  Cyfeiliog  to  the  monks  of  Ystrad 
Marchell. 
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three-quarters.  Leaving  the  little  mountain  hamlet  of 
Stay-a-little  on  its  left,  the  main  stream  flows  south 
through  a  deep  confined  valley  to  Rhyd-y-pynau,  near 
which  place  its  waters  are  augmented  on  its  right  bank 

Afon  Llwydy  which  has  its  source  almost  at  the  foot 
of  Cam  bach  Bugeilyn,  and  flows  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion for  four  miles.  Three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the 
south  of  its  aber,  the  Clywedog  is  joined  on  the  right 
bank  by 

Afon  Biga,  which  flows  easterly  for  three  and  a  half 
nules,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cam  Biga,  by  the 
farmstead  of  Cwm  Biga/  joining  the  main  stream  near 
Aber-Biga.  A  small  stream  called  Nant-cwm-gwair, 
which  joins  the  Biga  near  Cwm  Biga,  forms  a  portion 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  parishes  of  Llanidloes 
and  Trefeglwys.  The  line  then  proceeds  along  the 
course  of  the  Biga  to  its  mouth,  and  thence  along  the 
Clywedog  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Eblid.  Near  this 
place,  the  towering  mass  of  the  Dinas  causes  the  river 
to  curve  round  its  base  in  the  form  of  a  horseshoe,  a 
movement  which  it  repeats  round  the  base  of  Cjrpyllwyd 
hUL  The  sceneir  on  its  banks  in  this  neighbourhood 
is  very  grand  ;  tne  towering  hills  of  the  Dinas,  Bryn- 
taU,  and  the  Gaer,  rise  almost  perpendicularly  from  the 
deep  valley  scooped  out  by  the  action  of  the  stream, 
which  here  flows  foaming  over  large  boulders  and  masses 
of  rocL   A  httle  below  (3:owlwm  it  receives  the  waters  of 

Nant  Aberdeunant  on  its  right  bank.  This  stream 
rises  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  Gwestyn,  and  flows 
eastward  for  two  and  a  half  nules.  From  the  aber  of 
this  nant  the  Clywedog  flows  in  a  south-easterly  direc- 
tion by  the  Glyn,  to  its  junction  with  the  Severn,  near 
the  "  long  bridge"  of  Llanidloes.  Diudng  the  last  mile 
and  a  quarter  of  its  coiu-se,  it  supplies  four  large  fac- 
tories and  a  flour-mill  with  their  motive-power.  Its 
length,  including  the  principal  windings,  is  eighteen 

*  Cwm  Biga  was  granted  by  Prince  Gwenwynwyn  to  the  monks 
of  Abbey  Cwmhir. 
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miles  ;  that  of  the  Severn,  above  its  junction  with  the 
Clywedog,  fifteen  miles. 

With  its  waters  thus  augmented,  the  Severn  flows  to 
the  north-east,  through  the  open  valley  in  which  the 
town  is  situated,*  receiving  no  important  increase  of 
water  until  it  reaches  the  borders  of  the  parish  of 
Llandinam,  where  it  is  joined  on  the  right  bank  by 
Nant  Clyfyne  (which  flows  northward  for  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  turbary  on  Bryn-postig),  and  Nant 
Wigdivr  on  its  left  bank.  The  latter  stream  drains 
the  smaU  lake  of  Llyn  Ebyr,  situated  in  Tref^lwys 
parish,  and  has  a  length  of  two  miles. 

The  aspect  of  the  valley  through  which  the  river 
flows  is  thus  described  by  Leland,  who  visited  the 
neighbourhood  about  the  year  1540.  "From  Llanidloes 
to  Llandynam,  iiii  miles  off  on  Seveme,  by  good  come 
groimd  and  medows,  with  very  much  plentie  of  wood." 

Some  two  centuries  later  Pennant  passed  through 
the  valley,  and  states  that  his  "journey  was  along  a 
most  beautiful  road.  The  vale  grows  narrow,  is  bounded 
by  lofty  hills,  whose  bottoms  are  in  many  places  skirted 
with  beautiful  hanging  woods ;  those  of  Berth  Llwyd 
are  far  the  most  considerable."* 

One  more  stream  remains  to  be  noticed — the  Ceryst 
— ^which  rises  on  the  western  foot  of  the  Van,  and  curves 
to  the  south  round  its  base,  flowing  through  the  vale 
of  Manledd,  pass  the  famous  Van  mine  on  its  left  bank 
in  an  easterly  direction,  imtil  it  enters  Trefeglwys 
parish,  after  a  course  of  about  four  and  a  half  miles. 

^  About  half  a  mile  below  the  town  the  river  has  entirely  changed 
its  course.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dol-lljs,  formerly  its  course 
was  in  the  form  of  a  horseshoe,  the  bend  being  known  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood as  llyn-cam  (crooked  pool).  Bat  about  forty  years  ago  it 
cut  its  way  across  a  meadow  in  a  straight  line  in  snch  a  manner  as 
to  form  an  island,  when  the  old  channel  was  filled  up.  The  stream 
has  continued  to  wear  away  its  right  bank  (destroying  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  the  operation)  so  as  gradually  to  leave  the  old  chan- 
nel on  its  lefb.  Llyn-cam  was  formerly  a  favourite  bathing-place, 
and  the  resort  of  pike  and  moor-hens. 

2  Pennant's  Tours,  iii,  195,  ed.  1810. 
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Navvies  are  now  engaged  in  diverting  the  sinuous 
stream  into  an  artificial  channel,  and  constructing  a 
railway  on  its  banks,  which  is  to  connect  the  Van  mine 
with  Caersws  Station.^ 

Springs. — The  Kiln  Well,  so  called  from  a  kiln  for 
drying  com  which  was  built  beside  it,  is  situated  on  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Pen- rhiw.  The 
well  was  of  a  square  form,  measuring  about  seven  feet 
each  way,  with  its  sides  walled,  and  steps  leading  down 
to  it.  When  the  Bridge-end  House  and  out-bmldings 
were  erected,  the  well  was  filled  in,  and  that  portion  of 
the  building  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's 
warehouse,  was  built  over  it,  but  the  water  of  the  well 
was  turned  to  accoimt  by  the  proprietor  fixing  a  tap  in 
the  walL  Old  persons  assert  that  their  forefathers 
always  considered  its  waters  of  great  efficacy  in  certain 
maladies,  especially  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  external 
inflammation,  weak  limbs,  sore  eyes,  etc.,  etc.,  and  that 
it  was  continually  visited  by  persons  sufiering  from 
these  and  similar  diseases.  Up  to  the  time  of  its  being 
built  over  in  1829,  it  continued  to  attract  patients,  and 
numerous  instances  of  the  healing  powers  of  its  waters 
have  been  narrated  to  the  writer.  One  of  the  latest, 
which  attracted  some  notice,  was  the  case  of  a  young 
woman  named  Matthews,  who  suflfered  from  contraction 
of  the  sinews  of  one  of  her  legs.  She  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  Shrewsbury  Infirmary  as  inciuuble,  but  having 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  tenant  of  Bridge-end 
House,  she  daily  applied  the  water  of  the  spring  to  the 
affected  limb  untU  it  was  restored. 

Another  spring  formerly  existed  in  the  field  behind 
the  Bridge-end  House,  but  it  has  been  filled  up  with 
earth  for  some  time  ;  its  waters  acted  as  a  strong  ape- 
nent. 

On  the  Lower  Green  another  valuable  spring  exists. 
Its  waters  are  the  most  pure  of  any  to  be  foimd  in  the 

^  Since  the  above  was  written  the  line  has  been  completed  and 
opened  for  traffic. 
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neighbourhood,  and  ooze  from  what  was  formerly  a  large 
tract  of  bog-land  (a  favourite  haunt  of  snipes  oefore  it 
was  thoroughly  drained)  known  as  Pwll  Eirich.  The 
Severn  once  flowed  over  the  bog. 

{To  be  Continued,) 
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AKCHAIC  WORDS,   PHRASES,   ETC.,   OF 
MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

No.  IL 


A  SINGULAR  peculiarity  in  the  dialect  of  Montgomery- 
shire is  the  frequent  use  of  the  letter  n  as  a  final  letter. 
This  peculiarity  was  at  one  time  not  so  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  borders  of  Wales  as  at  present.  Dr.  Guest, 
in  his  History  of  English  Rhythms,  referring  to  the 
Brut  of  Layamon,  says  : — ''  The  language  of  Layamon 
may  perhaps  (at  least  in  substance)  be  considered  as  a 
dialect  spoken  in  south  Gloucestershire  during  the 
twelfth  century.  One  of  its  stiiking  peculiarities  is  its 
nunnation — many  words  end  in  n  which  are  strangers 
to  that  letter,  not  only  in  the  Anglo-Saxon,  but  in  all 
the  later  dialects  of  our  language.'*  Although  it  is 
now  believed  that  the  dialect  of  Layamon  is  not  that 
of  Gloucestershire,  but  that  of  the  adjoining  county, 
Worcestershire,  the  fact  remains  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  west  of  England  some  six  centuries  ago 
made  much  more  extensive  use  of  n  as  a  terminal 
letter  than  in  our  days.  It  appears,  however,  from  Sir 
Frederic  Madden's  introductory  remarks  upon  the  lan- 
guage of  Layamon's  Brut,  that  the  nunnation  which 
chamcterised  the  original  Brut  was  discontinued  in  the 
later  text  of  Layamon.  He  states,  referring  thereto, 
that  "the  n  final  is  generally  elided  even  m  regular 
forms,  and  therefore  we  should  hardly  expect  to  find  in 
it  any  instance  of  nunnation.^'  Whether  this  elision 
was  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  later  issue  agree 
with  the  then  current  language  of  Worcestershire,  or 

VOL.  IV.  F  p 
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whether  the  nunnation  was  avoided  for  some  other 
reason,  such  as  to  suit  readers  of  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  where  this  peculiarity  did  not  prevail,  is  a 
matter  of  not  much  moment.  It  is,  however,  highly 
interesting  to  notice,  that  this  partiality  for  n  termina- 
tions, so  characteristic  of  the  older  text  of  the  Brut  of 
Layamon,  still  lingers  in  Montgomeryshire.  Thus  we 
have  liken,  for  like,  as  in  the  sentence,  "Do  as  yo 
liken ;"  plasen,  for  please ;  maden,  for  made ;  wereUy 
for  were ;  tceran,  for  where  have  ;  gweeUy  for  going ; 
hoKseny  for  houses ;  hoseUy  for  stockings,  as  the  plural 
for  hose.  This  word  was  in  common  use  when  the 
authorised  version  of  the  Bible  was  published,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  its  appearance  in  the  following  verse : — 

"  Then  these  men  were  bound  in  their  coats,  their  hosen  and 
their  hats." — Daniel,  ch.  iii,  v.  21. 

Hosan  m  the  Welsh  for  stocking,  or  hose.  Bin  is 
used  instead  of  are ;  as  "  Bin  e  there"  (are  you  there). 
Chaucer  says  : — 

"  The  greatest  clerkes  hen  not  the  wysest  men.'' 

Seen  is  occasionally  heard  doing  service  for  saw. 
This  use  of  the  perfect  participle  for  the  past  tense  ia, 
however,  not  very  prevalent  in  Montgomeryshire.  Its 
locality  is  more  to  the  east,  being  common  in  Stafford- 
shire, and  other  English  counties. 

Seed  is  the  word  which  takes  the  place  of  the  past 
tense  of  the  verb  to  see,  both  in  Montgomeryshire  and 
Shropshire,  and  this  word  is  generally  heard  even 
among  farmers  and  tradesmen.  Towards  the  end  of 
July,  1869,  the  following  paragraph  went  the  round  of 
the  papers.  "  A  jury  at  the  Montgomeryshire  Quarter 
Sessions  found  a  tramp  guilty  of  theft,  but  at  the  same 
time  recommended  the  man  to  mercy.  '  On  what 
ground?'  asked  the  chairman.  The  foreman  replied, 
first,  that  he  did  not  know ;  but,  after  a  lengthy  con- 
ference with  his  brother  jurymen,  he  thus  seriously 
delivered  himself  before  a  laughing  court.     *  We  recom* 
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mend  him  to  mercy  because  no  one  seed  him  commit 
the  crime/" 

Words  ending  in  d  preceded  by  oun  are  pronoiiced  as 
if  they  ended  with  n;  bound  becomes  hoxm;  hound, 
houn;  soimd,  souriy  etc.  This  elision  of  d  may  be  traced 
in  Chaucer : — 

''  Thou  wottest  well  that  speech  is  aoun, 
Or  elles  no  man  might  it  hear." 

Send  is  not  unfrequently  pronounced  as  if  written 
sen;  and  the  third  person  singular,  present  tense  of  this 
verb,  becomes  sens;  as  "John  sens  Tom,"  for  "John 
sends  Tom."  Both  sen  and  sens  are  current  in  certain 
parts  of  Scotland.  The  c?  in  "  and"  is  not  generally 
sounded. 

The  possessive  pronoun  ours  becomes  ourny  his,  hisn ; 
but  this  latter  term  is  not  by  any  means  confined  to 
the  borders  of  Wales,  as  the  following  weU  known 
lines  will  testify  : — 

''  He  that  prigs  what  isn't  hisn, 
When  he^s  cotched  will  go  to  prison/' 

In  words  of  more  than  one  syllable  ending  in  ing, 
the  letters  ng,  which  represent  a  simple  single  element- 
ary soimd,  as  in  the  word  king,  are  generally  pronounced 
as  the  letter  n ;  thus,  loving  becomes  ZomV?,  etc.  This, 
however,  is  a  vulgarism  which  may  be  heard  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

AjQother  peculiarity  is  the  tendency  to  make  past 
tenses  end  in  d.  Thus  we  hear  hringd^  for  brought ; 
shewdy  for  shewn ;  knowd,  for  knew ;  sawd,  for  sawn, 
the  perfect  participle  of  the  verb  to  saw;  sawd,  for 
saw,  the  past  tense  of  the  verb  to  see  ;  ketched^ 
for  caught,  etc.  This  peculiarity  is  not  confined  to 
Wales.  In  the  Tichbome  case,  the  claimant,  in  de- 
scribing an  accident  supposed  to  be  a  link  in  his  iden- 
tification, says : — 

''  A  hook  Icetehed  me  in  the  eye." 

Standard,  Thursday,  June  1,  1871. 
F  F  2 
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In  forming  past  tenses,  the  working  people  reason  from 
analooryj  and  hence  their  blunder. 

Having  said  thus  much  upon  certain  peculiarities  of 
the  Montgomeryshire  dialect,  I  will  now  proceed  with 
the  list  of  words  used  in  the  country. 

ConsteVy  to  argue  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
warmth  ;  or,  rather,  the  word  is  appUed  to  the  twaddle 
and  ebullition  of  temper  which  takes  the  place  of  reason 
when  an  opponent  has  the  best  of  the  argument.  The 
word  is  generally  used  in  connection  with  female  bick- 
erings. "  She  would  coiister  with  me,"  is  an  apolo^tic 
remark  for  a  reciprocity  of  abuse.  In  Welsh  we  have 
the  word  constro,  which,  however,  is  not  found  in  the 
dictionaries.  This  word  is  current  in  Camarvonahire, 
in  the  sense  of  to  pry  about,  or  to  search  with  pertur- 
bation of  mind. 

Clampers,  a  derisive  term  for  finery,  useless,  or  or- 
namental fumitiu-e.  I  once  heard  a  person,  when  de- 
scribing a  house  which  he  had  visited,  say  : — "  There 
was  a  piano  there,  a  harp,  and  all  such  clampers.^  A 
mother  says  to  her  child,  when  amusing  itself  with  its 
pLi}i:liings,  "  Put  those  clampers  away,"  meaning, 
thereby,  the  little  one  s  toys. 

Coifse,  to  drive  or  course  away.  **  Come  the  pig 
from  the  yard." 

liap,  to  exchange.     '*  Fll  rap  with  yo." 

Raps,  news.     "  I  heerd  such  raps'^ 

Azings,  the  drops  of  rain  which  fall  fix)m  roofe  during, 
but  particularly  after,  a  shower  of  rain.  "  Does  it  rain  ?" 
"  No,  but  the  azings  are  dropping." 

Aizing,  sauntering  about.  "  What  are  you  aizing 
about  for  ?" 

GallaSy  frolicsome.  This  word  is  given  in  Mr.  Harts- 
home's  Salopia  Antiqua  as  being  common  in  Shropshire, 
but  there  it  seems  to  have  a  dfierent  sense  to  what  it 
has  in  the  adjoining  county,  Montgomeryshire.  Mr. 
Hartshome  makes  the  following  remark  thereon  : — 

''  Gallows,  gallous,  adj.,  applied  to  a  person  who,  by  bad 
conduct,  stands  a  fair  chance  of  reaching  one.  Ex.  ''  He's  an 
onlucky  gallous  dog.'' — Hartshorne's  Saiopia  Antiqua,  p.  439. 
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JEdder,  or  nedder,  an  adder.  The  dd  has  the  sound 
of  th  in  "  whether."  The  word  is  usually  pronounced 
fiedder  when  preceded  by  an  a ;  as,  " I  seed  a  neddeVy* 
not  "an  edder"  When  the  article  a,  or  aUy  does  not 
come  before,  the  n  does  not  appear.  This  seems  to 
have  been  the  case  when  Piers  the  Ploughman  wrote : — 

*'  Each  a  werd  that  he  warp 
Was  of  a  nedders  tongne. ' — Piers  Ploughman. 
Each  word  that  he  uttered 
Was  of  an  adder's  tongae. 

Upon  referring  to  Mr.  Hartshome  s  Glossary,  I  find 
eddeVy  ether y  is  the  word  for  an  adder,  or  any  kind  of 
snake,  in  Shropshire. 

Wooly  for  will  "  Wool  yo  do  this"—'*  Will  you  do 
this  ?"     Wol  for  will  appears  in  Chaucer. 

''  We  wol  meddle  (intermix)  us  each  in  other/' 

Chauce/s  House  of  Fam^. 

Meddle  is  often  heard,  but  in  the  lapse  of  time  it 
has  undergone  a  change  in  meaning,  but  this  change  is 
not  very  great.  It  stiQ  has  the  notion  of  to  touch,  to 
interfere  officiously  with.  "  Dimna  meddle  with  that 
knife."  "  Dunna  meddle  with  other  people's  business." 
As  applied  in  the  last  sentence,  meddle  has  pretty 
nearly  the  sense  which  it  had  when  Chaucer  lived. 

Slithery  a  slide.  "  There  are  fine  slithers  on  that 
pool'; 

Slither y  v.  to  slide. 

Shrode,  fierce,  savage.  A  term  applied  to  a  vicious 
buU. 

Shettancey  riddance.  "She's  gone,  and  good  shet- 
tance  too." 

Gady  to  walk  lazily  about.  This  Biblical  word  is 
gradually  dying  out. 

"  Why  gaddest  thou  about  so  much  to  change  thy  way  ?" 

Jeremiah,  chap,  ii,  v.  36. 

Gad  is  applied  to  a  person  who  saunters  about,  not  be- 
cause he  has  nothing  to  do,  but  because  he  has  enough 
to  do,  but  no  inclination  to  do  it. 
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Tacky  a  taint.     "  There's  a  tack  on  the  butter." 
SkeUy  to  pry  about. 

Clout,  worn  out  clothes  that  are  torn  up  for  other 
purposes,  rags. 

*'  Bbed-melech  .  .  .  took  thence  old  cast  clouts  and  old  rotten 
rags,  and  let  them  down  by  cords  into  the  dungeon  to  Jere- 
miah.'^ — Jeremiah,  chap,  xxxviii,  v,  11. 

"  A  clout  upon  that  head." — Hamlet,  act  ii,  sc.  ii. 

An  expression  similar  to  this  in  Hamlet  is  still  com- 
mon, and  is  derived  probably  from  the  custom  at  one 
time  aU  but  imiversal,  of  wrapping  the  heads  of  infants 
with  various  bands  to  help  nature  in  properly  forming 
the  head.  "  Go  home,  put  a  chut  upon  thy  head  ana 
go  to  bed,*'  may  be  often  heard,  and  impHes  that  the 
person  to  whom  the  advice  is  given  has  a  head  not  pro- 
perly developed. 

Clout,  a  blow.     "  Give  him  a  clout  in  th'  face." 

''  Did  Sandy  hear  ye. 
Ye  wadna  miss  to  get  a  clout'* 

Eitsoii's  English  Songs,  vol.  i,  p.  183.^ 

Clout,  to  patch.     "  Clout  these  shoes.'* 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  ....  did  work  wilily  ....  and 
took  sacks  upon  their  asses  .  .  .  and  old  shoes  and  clouted 
upon  their  feet.'' — Joshua,  chap,  ix,  v.  4,  5. 

Clout,  to  strike.     "  Clout  him  in  the  face." 

"  Baxter  lads  hae  sealed  a  vow. 
To  skelp  and  clout  the  guard." — Fergusson's  Poems} 

The  word  clout  in  the  sense  of  to  patch,  may  have 
been  derived  from  the  Welsh  word  clwt,  a  piece  ;  and 
likewise  clout,  a  blow,  from  the  Welsh  chwtan,  a  blow. 

Lout,  a  dunce,  a  silly  person.     "  What  a  lout  of  a 

Dout,  do  out,  to  put  a  light  out,  to  extinguish. 
"  Dout  the  candle." 

In  "  Hamlet,''  act  iv,  sc.  7,  Laertes  says  : — 

^  Taken  from  Salopia  Antigua,  p.  368,  where  other  examples 
may  be  seen. 
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"  Adieu^  my  Lord ; 
I  have  a  speech  of  fire  that  fain  would  blaze^ 
But  that  this  folly  douts  it." 

Snivey  to  swarm  or  crowd.     "  What  a  snive  of  bees.'^ 
To  be  brainsick,  to  be  irrational,  to  rave,  to  be  deli- 
xdous. 

''Lady  M.  "Why,  worthy  Thane, 
Ton  do  unbend  your  noble  strength,  to  think 
So  hrainsicMy  of  things." — Macbeth,  act  ii,  so.  2. 

Brave,  out-spoken  Latimer,  in  a  sermon  preached  be- 
fore Edward  VI  at  Westminster,  22nd  March,  1549, 
exclaims  : — 

"Ye  braynsycke  fooles." 

Drab,  a  prostitute.  A  term  of  reproach  upon  wo- 
men, formerly  implying  an  unchaste  woman.  "  Go  to 
the  house,  you  drahJ^ 

'*  Ay,  or  drinking,  fencing,  swearing,  quarrelling  drabbing, 
— ^you  may  go  so  far," — Hamlet,  act  ii,  so.  1. 

"  I  would  rather  be  known  for  the  spurious  issue  of  a  high- 
wayman, ditch-delivered  of  a  drab.** 

Sir  P.  Francis,. Notes  and  Queries,  July  1871,  p.  4. 

Rip,  a  rough  uncouth  woman. 
Crowner,  a  coroner. 

"  The  crowner  hath  set  on  her,  and  finds  it  Christian  burial." 

Hamlet,  act  v,  sc.  1. 
Quest,  inquest. 

"  Ay,  marry  is't ;  crowner^s  quest  law." — Hamlet,  act  v,  sc.  1. 

Lungous,  a  cruel  vindictive  person.     "  Did  you  ever 

see  such  a  lungous  man,  he  kicked  the  other  man  on  the 

ground,  bit  him,  and  no  one  could  make  him  be  quiet." 

Clip,  to  embrace  by  encircling  the  neck  with  the 

arms. 

''  You  elements  that  clijp  us  round  about." 

Othello,  act  iii,  sc.  3. 
"  O,  let  me  clii}  you  in  arms  as  sound." 

Coriolanus,  act  i,  sc.  6. 

Great,  intimate,  familiar,  friendly.     "  They  are  very 
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great^'*  that  ia,  they  are  very  great  friends.  This  word 
in  the  sense  of  intimate  is  current  in  other  Welsh  coun- 
ties and  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Hartshome,  remarking 
thereon,  says  that  it  is  "  a  word  now  chiefly  confined 
to  the  vocabulary  of  schoolboys,  though  formerly  in 
higher  circulation.''  A  remark  which  does  not  hold 
good  with  regard  to  Montgomeryshire,  where  great  has 
still  a  large  circulation  amongst  adults  and  children, 
but  by-and-bye  it  may  come  to  the  schoolboy  stage, 
and  then  finally  disappear. 

Stut,  to  stanmier. 

iVec,  to  pelt.  "  He  is  necking  the  ducks,"  that  is, 
throwing  stones  at  them  with  the  intention  of  knocking 
them. 

iVec,  the  word  used  when  calling  young  pigs  together 
to  feed  them. 

Plug^  to  pull,  possibly  a  corruption  of  pluck.  "  A 
fish  plugs  the  hoof  "  I  saw  four  horses  plugging  a 
wagon." 

Lazing^  gleaning.  "  Mother  is  lazing  in  yonder  field." 

Fretchety  peevisn,  irritable.  The  word  is  chiefly  used 
in  reference  to  babies  and  children. 

Reeve,  to  corrugate,  as  to  reeve  the  forehead. 

Fiddy-faddy,  adj.  Always  at  work  but  never  finish- 
ing anything.     Ajtddy-faddy  man  is  a  fussy  man. 

Sloven,  slanney,  fionnmucky.  These  words  have  much 
the  same  meaning  in  ordmary  conversation,  and  as 
might  be  expected,  are  often  used  one  for  the  other. 
It  is  diflScult,  if  possible,  to  define  so  as  to  clearly  shew 
the  different  shades  of  meaning  which  each  word  has 
or  was  intended  to  convey.  They  all  cany  with  them 
the  idea  of  untidiness.  Perhaps,  though,  the  first  word 
refers  more  immediately  to  women  who  are  untidy  in 
dress  or  person ;  the  second  and  third  to  those  who 
lack  order  in  their  household  affairs;  but  this  distinction 
is  certainly  not  made  by  the  persons  who  use  these 
words.  Elias  Owen. 

{To  he  continued,) 
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OWEN  GLENDOWER'S  PARLIAMENT  HOUSE 
IN  MACHYNLLETH, 

(Note  to  page  328^  supra.) 


The  steel  engraving  from  which  our  photo-lithograph 
-WBB  produced,  appeared  in  a  periodical  called  The 
Youth's  Instructor  and  Gttardiany  August  1845,  vol. 
ix,  new  series,  p.  337,  as  an  illustration  to  an  interesting 
article  upon  Owen  Glendower,  written  by  a  lady  under 
the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Dorothea,"  who  appears  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  neighbourhood.  She  describes 
the  building  as  it  then  (1845)  stood  in  the  following 
passage  : — 

'^  In  this  famous  town  (Machynlletli)  Owen  Glendower  held 
his  Parliament,  and  the  house  is  still  in  being  in  which  he  and 
his  adherents  assembled.  Its  exterior  appearance  is  bam  like, 
and  it  is  now  used  as  a  granary,  etc.,  a  small  part  at  one  end 
having  been  fitted  up  as  a  dwelling-house.  Its  exterior  ex- 
hibits great  age ;  at  the  back  are  the  ruinous  remains  of  a 
stone  staircase,  which  led  into  the  great  room  in  which  are 
curved  ribs,  etc.,  of  timber." 

Since  1845  the  building  has  undergone  further 
change,  being  now  divided  into  three  dwelling-houses, 
and  the  upper  part  being  used  as  a  store-room  for 
wooL  Upon  visiting  it  at  a  recent  period,  we  found 
the  massive  opt  timber  roof  still  existing  in  good  pre- 
servation, and  exhibiting  some  architectural  pretensions. 

The  site  comprises  an  area  of  twenty  yards  by  ten 
yards.  It  is  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  of  Machynlleth 
will  prize  this  historic  buUding,  and  by  suitable  repre- 
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sentations  to  its  owner,  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wyim, 
Bart,  induce  him  to  convert  it  to  some  less  ignoble  use. 

From  its  size,  sixty  feet  by  twenty  feet,  it  is  evident 
that  by  gutting  the  building — cleaving  only  the  walls 
and  roof,  with  its  ribbed  beams,  it  may,  by  judicious 
and  obvious  alterations,  and  at  a  slight  expenoe,  be 
converted  into  a  commodious  room  suitable  for  public 
purposes,  such  as  a  lecture  and  concert  hall,  or  news- 
room, or  both ;  and  when  thus  altered,  it  would  pro- 
bably produce  more  rental  than  the  small  dwellings 
that  now  occupy  the  space. 

There  are  few  such  interesting  relics*  left  ia  Wales, 
and  the  subject  of  its  restoration  and  re-dedication  to 
some  more  suitable  purpose  is  well  worthy  of  consider- 
ation. 

^  It  was  in  1402  that  Owen  Glendower  sammoned  his  parliament 
to  Machynlleth,  where  he  exerted  his  first  acts  of  royalty.  He  snb- 
seqnently  convened  a  parliament  in  Dolgelly,  and  held  it  in  the 
upper  room  of  a  pictnrosqne  old  boilding,  still  standing,  situate  in  a 
court  immediately  behind  the  post-office.  From  this  place  he  sent 
ambassadors,  who  concluded  a  treaty  mth  Charles,  King  of  France. 
Their  appointment  is  dated  from  Dolgelly  in  princely  style.  "  Datum 
apud  Dolgellui,  10  die  Mensis  Maii  mcccc  quarto  et  principatus  nostri 
quarto,"  and  begins,  "  Owinus  Dei  gratia  princeps  Wallias."  The 
French  king,  in  one  document,  designates  him  as  "magnificns  et 
potens  princeps  Walliarum."  Rymer's  FodderOj  vol.  viii,  p.  356 
see  also  pp.  365-6-7 ;  also  p.  382. 
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THE  CALCULATED  AGE  OF  YEW-TREES  IN  GUILS- 
FIELD  CHURCHYARD. 


I  DROVE  lately  across  with  two  archaeological  friends  to 
examine  the  fine  old  church  of  Gxiilsfield,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  erected  in  the  thirteenth  century. 
It  is  probably  unique  in  the  form  of  its   pews,  each 
family  being  penned  in  folds,  like  sheep,  by  high  enclo- 
sures of  every  kind  of  size  and  shape.     Tne  woodwork 
is  old  oak,  ornamented  in  various  ways,  and  in  one  case 
with  a  brass  plate,  giving  the  Earl's  coronet  and  initial 
letter  of  the  Powis  family,  but  what  I  have  never  seen 
elsewhere,  there  was  on  the  door  of  a  pew  a  memorial 
brass  to  its  former  possessor.     The  stone  font  is  parti- 
cularly striking,  hollowed  out  of  one  large  stone,  and 
placed  high  on  a  pedestal.  The  oaken  roof  of  the  chancel 
is  said  to  have  been  brought  from  the  celebrated  abbey 
of  Strata  MarceUa,  in  its  vicinity,  to  which  Guilsfield 
was  attached.     On  the  outside  of  the  church  the  dor- 
mer windows  ^ve  it  a  quaint  appearance,  and  the  tower 
rises  to  a  pinnacle,  being  covered  with  shingles. 

But  what  was  specially  interesting  to  me  was  the 
following  tomb-stone  at  the  entrance  to  the  churchyard, 
which,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  may  furnish  data  to  calcu- 
late the  age  of  yew-trees. 
The  epitaph  runs  thus  : 

Here  lyeth  y*  body 

of  EiCHAED  Jones  of 

Moysgwin,  gent., 

who   was   interred 

December    y«    10th, 

1707,  aged 

90. 
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''  Under  this  yew  tree 
Baried  would  hee  bee. 
For  his  father  and  hee 
Planted  this  yew-tree." 

It  is  a  flat  stone  raised  on  slabs  :  on  one  side  is  in- 
scribed, "memento  mori",  and  on  the  other  "vt  hora 
SIC  vita",  with  the  usual  death's  head  and  bones. 

The  tomb-stone  is  over-shadowed  by  the  yew-tree,  to 
which  reference  is  made.  The  dimensions  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  on  the  ground  its  circumference  is  ten  feet  two 
inches,  at  a  yard  from  the  ground  its  circumference  is 
nine  feet,  and  at  sis  and  a  half  feet  from  the  ground  it 
is  still  nine  feet.  The  branches  begin  to  spread  out  at 
fourteen  feet  four  inches.  Its  height  is,  so  far  as  the  eye 
could  judge,  thirty-five  feet.  Havmg  been  uninterrupted 
by  other  trees  ia  its  neighbourhood,  it  has  spread  out 
with  wonderful  regularity  to  a  complete  circle,  with  a 
radius  of  twenty-four  feet.  In  yew-trees  some  of  the 
branches  often  are  decayed,  but  in  this  case  none  have 
given  way.  Taking  the  dates  on  the  tomb-stone,  we 
find  Richard  Jones,  who  was  buried  in  1707  at  the  age 
of  ninety,  was  bom  in  1617.  If  we  assume  that  the 
tree  was  planted  when  he  was  a  boy  in  1627,  this  would 
give  the  age  of  the  tree  as  two  hundred  and  forty-four 

J  rears  in  1871.  But,  for  the  sake  of  easy  comparison, 
et  us  say  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  Let  us  then  see 
if  we  can  calculate  its  average  growth  every  fifty  years. 
Its  present  (1871)  circumference  is  ten  feet  two  inches, 
which,  if  divided  by  five,  gives  an  average  growth  of 
two  feet  in  girth  every  fifty  years. 

There  are  other  yew-trees  in  GuUsfield  churchyard  of 
still  larger  dimensions,  evidently  of  an  older  date  than 
the  one  planted  by  Richard  Jones.  Three  of  them  are 
thirteen  feet  in  circumference  on  the  ground,  and  one 
fifteen  feet,  which  would,  by  my  mode  of  calculation, 
make  it  from  three  hundred  ana  fifty  to  four  hundred 
years  old. 

Of  coiu^e,  to  apply  this  mode  of  calculation  to  other 
trees  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  will  only  give  an 
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approximate  idea  of  their  age,  as  no  doubt  something 
will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  climate,  and 
such  like  matters ;  but  still  I  think  we  have  here  sup- 
plied by  this  tree  of  Guilsfield  a  kind  of  datum,  which 
may  be  usefully  applied  to  all  yew-trees. 

Thus,  we  have  a  few  miles  from  Guilsfield,  a  yew- 
tree  at  Buttington,  and  so  far  as  I  could  jud^e,  growing 
very  much  under  the  same  conditions  of  soil  and  cli- 
mate. I  paid  a  visit  to  it,  and  was  amazed  at  its  gigantic 
dimensions.  Those  at  Guilsfield  are  mere  pigmies  when 
they  are  brought  in  comparison  to  it.  Near  the  ground 
it  is  twenty-three  feet  in  girth,  and  its  four  branches, 
which  spread  out  six  feet  from  the  ground,  have  the 
girth  of  large  trees.  One  which  I  measured  five  feet 
from  where  it  sprouted  out  of  the  trunk,  was  eight  feet 
six  inches  in  girth.  Applying  the  same  mode  of  calcu- 
lation to  this  tree  of  Buttington,  I  find  its  minimum 
age  to  be  six  hundred  years ;  but  we  may  reasonably 
conclude  that,  as  it  grows  old,  the  average  growth  will 
decrease  yearly,  so  that  after  it  has  reached  its  four 
hundredth  year,  it  will  not  increase  more  than  one  foot 
in  a  hundred  years.  This  tree  would  be  in  girth  sixteen 
feet  in  its  four  hundredth  year,  but  it  is  now  twenty- 
three  feet,  having  grown  seven  feet  since  that  period. 
Adding  seven  hundred  to  four  hundred,  we  have  eleven 
hundred  as  the  approximate  age  of  this  yew-tree,  which 
it  may  very  well  be  from  its  antique  appearance,  though 
it  is  still  fresh,  and  sending  forth  from  its  roots  young 
branches  of  a  dark  green  colour.  In  fact,  if  no  accident 
befal  it,  it  has  to  aU  appearance  another  thousand  years' 
life  before  it.  My  calculation  would  place  the  plaiiting 
of  the  yew-tree  in  the  eighth  century, 

What  various  scenes  naa  this  yew-tree  witnessed  in 
its  immediate  vicinitv  1    It  was  possibly  contemporary 
with  Offa's  Dyke,  ana  was  growing  before  the  kingdoms 
of  the  Heptarchy  were  united  into  one  great  state, 
Craufurd  Tait  E^iage^  LL.D. 
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